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A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF THE
NORMANDY INVASION

By ELvy B. RoBErTs

I WILL START WITH THE STORY OF A 5PY/
counterspy operation which had an im-
portant impact upon the success of the’
Normandy invasion in 1944. As far as I
know, it has never been included in any
published writings. I came to know about it
by accident.

During the earliest days, the success of the
Normandy landings rested in an extremely
delicate balance between unusual intelli-
gence efforts and skilled military operations.
I happened to know about the inside story
when I accompanied General Omar Bradley
to France in 1974 for celebrations commem-
orating the thirtieth anniversary of D-Day.
As we were on our way to Normandy, General Bradley
also had other guests on his official aircraft. One of
them was General Eisenhower’s chief of intelligence in
SHAEF, a four-star general who was then long retired.
Another was Brigadier General (Retired) Frank Mc-
Carthy, who was General Marshall’s secretary of the
general staff throughout World War I1. Frank had just
completed making the movie Patfon and was thén en-
gaged in making the movie MacArthur. The three of us
were sitting in the front compartment of the aircraft,
and none of us could sleep. The other two began an un-
usually interesting conversation. They talked mostly
about McCarthy’s experience in the making of the
movie Patton and of his experiences in Washington
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with Marshall. During the conversa-

tion, McCarthy asked the former G-2,

“Whatever happened to Popov?” With

this question, an unusual story unfolded.
It seems that Popov, a Hungarian civil-
ian, was a highly trusted spy and confidant
on Hitler’s personal staff. Hitler had sent
Popov into England in 1941 to find out as
much as he could about Allied planning for
an invasion of Europe. Popov was also there
to find out what Rudolph Hess, who had
been deputy to Hitler and had deserted Ger-
many and flown to England in 1940, might
have told the British. The true mission of
Hess in his parachuting into England was
never known. As it turned out, Popov, during his stay
as a German spy in England around 1942, became con-
vinced that Hitler would bring about the ultimate de-
struction of Germany. After.some time in England,
Popov sought out the SHAEF G-2 who was telling this
story, and told him all about himself and his mission in
England. Popov then offered himself to the Allies as a
counterspy. The SHAEF G-2 staff was very suspicious
of Popov but decided to put him through a very thor-
ough intelligence testing program. After nearly a year,
the SHAEF staff, both British and American, deliber-
ately planted false information that could be traced
back through our spy network to see if Popov was, in-
deed, legitimate and acting in good faith. After several
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