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~ SUBJECT: Deferved Seavch Roster, Folsad

THRI ¢ Commander-in-Chiel
United States Avmy, Burope
AFY W03, efo Postmaster
New York, New York

03 Commarding Officer _
710 USAREUR @M Mortuary Bervice Debachment
AR 757, efo Tostmaster
Hlew York, New York

1. Becent review of files for decsdents listed on the Deferred
Searth Roster, Poland vesulbed in the deletion of fifty.five (55) names,
Incloged iz a listing of the deleted names,

2., ALl of mubject cases are reipstobed as nonvecoverables with
the exception of Millew, Rishard ., Z-h129l) {eivillsn), which is

eonsidered ¢losed by administrative decislion, Publie Law 383 has ex-
pirsed and there sre no funds avallable to the Department of tha Amgy \

to effect disposition of these remaing,
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DEIETTION DEFER:ED SEARCH CASES = FOLAND

NAME

AHO, Edwerd W,
ANDERSON, Frank
ARBOGAST, Limn 85,
BAILEY, Walter A,
BANIS, Paul P, G,
BATES, Ceoil E,
BEIMBRINE, Williss Jd,
BREWER, Robert R,
BROWN, Fraderick I,
BURKLUND,  Joel
CAWITO, Carl G,
CURRAN, Jogeph J,
DAVIS, Otto 8,

EHRET, Clinton L.
FERICKSON, Pernard G,
FARMER, Pab

FOREMAN, Harry W,, Jp
FRY, Willism D,
GILMORE, John He, Jr
GRAPRY, Sidney S,
HEIMBUEGER, John A,
HILGER, Jamen W,
KERLEY, Hermsn L.
RESCEY, Clavenee S5,
KIBBEE, Forrest H,
KIKi, Theodore C.
LARGLEY, Thecdore G,
LUNETTA, Salvatore J,
MASSIE, John, Jv.
MAZUR, Michael ¥.
MoLEAN, Aloysious J,
MERCER, Melvin A.
MILCZEWSKE, Bdmaad J.
MILL.ER, Howard G,
MILIER, Richard G,

RANK

AR

Bgt
T/t

St
T/t
T/Sak
1/L

17
2716
8/Sgt
5/5g%

Spt,
ﬁ?&gﬁ
T/S8gt
8/5¢k
/1%

1/L%
/8t
Pfe

Sgt

Sgt

Dot

2/14
T/8at
8/Sut

¥/ Saaman

ASH

26 831 0%0
19 101 LLS
37 537 640
13 09k 692
11 057 199

O 195 282

0 718 691
1l 163 €52
12 209 075
16 118 932
13 092 084
12 209 163
18 118 L99

0 7h2 186
37 021 176
18 031 719
33 562 898
33 916 793

0 682 109

0 719 850
32 731 239

02 060 988

15 055 640
39 275 833
6 1h3 857
0 820 033
32 5625 9l
12 oh3 320
35 She 870
32 120 82h
36 0h2 935
0 750 813
35 288 051
37 539 L23
7 h12 9hi



MOORE, Lamoine G,
MULLINS, James S,
MUNOZ, Rzﬂ.ph
“f“URHAL Wallaee G,
HAVINS, William G,
OPFERS Cﬁl‘l (o
PETERSON, Lonald P,
POFR, Donald F.
SASACKA, Thevmu
-BCHAMS, Bernard W,
SHAFER, Lukey C,
BHIPH, Cletis P,
SPANO, Frank
SUMEY, Bennie
TRAUTMAY, Dale B,
VICRERY, Joe [
WALKER, Robert K.
WILLIAMS, Glenn A,
WOOD, James W,
ZI8N, Richard H.

E’/ Ogij
1/1t
2/1it
1716
/T4
Pfe
2/L%
S/5eh
5/Sgh
1/L6
5/8ah
5/5gh
S/8gt
5S¢
T/5gh
1/Lb
2/
5/8gt
S/Sgt
/5

ASH

15 b 587
0 805 517
0 757 018
0 821 ;35
0 557 995

35 550 126
> €36 13k

13 127 857

30 100 5B

J B2 910

18 219 607
6 9hh 175

16 025 333
3h 013 o7
19 1L8 230
0 706 W72

754 396

20 813 905
35 320 1th
35 289 238
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MEMORIALIZATION OF HON-RECOVERABLE
REMATHNS OF WORLD WAR 11 "

. THYS FILE HAS QEEN AUDITED FOR RON-RECOVERABILITY
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REPRODUCED AT THE MATIONAL ARCHIVES




21 July 1953
T0: Chief, Investigabtion Sectlon

SUBJEGT: Deletion from Deferr‘ed‘Search Roster, Poland

) f@’ i;}
.5"44

1, Nomrecoverable Findings for Technician Fifth Grade R:Lchard H,
Zirn, 35 289 235,.were approved 20 October 1949, NOK has been notified
ol nofrésoverability . '

: 2. Technician Fifth Grade Zirn was a POW of Stalag I1I-0, located
at Alt-Drewitz, Poland, when it was liberated by the Russians on

31 January 1945. The prisoners were forced to evacuate the Camp and had
marched only a short distance when they were caught between Russian and
German cross-fire, compelling them to find whatever protection they could
in an opsn field, When the fighting ceased, many were dsad and wounded,

3. According to Field Headquarters, Technician Fifth Grade ern was
killed 31 Janmary 1945 by machine gun fire at Stalag III-V, Kustrin,
Poland. WNo infermation has been received concerning him since that date,
and it is logiecal to assume that he either was killed or died of wounds
received during the liberation,

s Technician Fifth Grade Zirn is held by the War Department to have
been in a missing in action status from 17 September 19l until such
absence was terminated by a report from the German government through the
International Red Cross of a POW status on 10 December 194}, The POW
gtatus was terminated on 20 Jammary 19h6, on which date, evidence con-
sidered sufficient to establish the fact of death on 31 Ja.nuary 1945 was
I‘eczelved by the Secretary of War,

5. The only German records on file for any of the decedents listed
by the Field as killed on 31 January 1945 are for Technician Fifth Grade
Paul J, Wisniewski, 32 605 898, Case was approved on 13 July 1953 for
retention on the Deferred Search Roster,

6, Two intensive searches were made by AGRC in the Commumity Cemetery

at Alt-Drewits and vieinity, and many unmarked single graves were found,
The bodies exhumed from these graves were found to be without clothing or
identification, and AGRC was unable to identify any of them as American
by dental comparison,

7. All 194's for remains recovered from pertinent area were screened

for possible assogiation with above decadent, with negative results,

8, In view of lack of specific burial information a.mi the thorough
investipation outlined m paragraph 6, above,

RECCMMEND DELETION of the abova listed decedent on the Dei‘erred Search

Hoster, y
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(G1LFHA M. SPARKS 4
Investigator, Unit #2

CONCURRENCES 3
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7 ONIT 41
CLARENCE C. SALSER
Section Supervisor JOHN L. JACES, JR.
Ma jor, oue

Chief', Investigation Section




Polend Detachmend
Plemt Pedd Gommnd
AEBRD
0 Milliawy Abtache Hargaw, Polangd
H april 1948
Bubjeets COosstal Scavsh Report,; Poland
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Comapding Officer, Mrat Fipld Goweand AGRCOTA
AVQ A2 U5 mmw

e The detagiment completed a search of the Baltle coast mnd the
ghopes of Shetbtiner Hall as s*;iz;,a;ezfx ot a.wa%xi wapy dnels 1. The search
wag mmvg}imm@ as part of three different Ileld trlps sarried on in
Februayy and Haroh 1@;4 Vﬁ%;‘ not parnitted to viglt the soast ocasb
aof the point snowa on %;}1_,:: map at Damborort,

2 Waf:,,i, 2 Lisbe the 1 toyns wvw@% apponged alphabetisally in Gewran,
Ag pard of Imel, 2 ore sueh hurperwmeister corbificates ag could be obtained,
I osome L ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁ'i e mbabements ave substitubed for certliieates where batier
infopmation ves obtalveds Tt should be noted that no et form for these
eartificates ¢ould bo used sg we were sllowed to seoreh ondy on suffevance
and the wse of & wilitary form vondd have beon inadvisable,

3 The Sllowing bodies wdre reevversd slong the covaste Sach was
located ap 3 pesull of how g g definite banle documend, and nol one
aingle body was lombed ag a divect tesuli of the poastal sesveh fteelf.
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Nre. Harle Zlm
1035 June Streot
Fremont, Chio

Naar e, Zirn

Hore than four years have elapsed since the cegaatlon of hostilities
of Uorld War IT which cost the life of your son, the labe Teshnicdisn
Pitth twrade Richard H. Zirn, and 1% 1z with reluctance that I am writing
to you, for I must furnish inforpation which may bring added sorrow,

Full conslderstion has been given to 8ll availsble information
perbaining to your son since he was reported killed on 31 Januvary 1945
in the vicin:%.tr of Alb-hrowite; i"*ﬁlmvh Avgcording to the reports received
from our Oversess Comsand and Department of the Amy records; the German
Prigsoner of War Camp Stelag I71=C was liberated on 31 Janvavy 1945 by
the Huasiang, A6 that tlew your son, with other Prisohsgs of Yar were
forced to evacuate the caumps ALl of the prisoners, aceording to statew
ments obbained from several of the survivers, had marched only a short
distance when they were caught belween Paoselan and Cernan cross fire
and were forced do find whabt pretection they eould in the open fisld,
Cwhars the skirmlsh took place. When the fighting ceased there were muny
Prisoners of Wav desd end wounded, ami your son was ong of the dead.

subsequent to the reported death of your son, wnlis of the American
Grsves Degletration Service thoroughly searched the aresa in whiclh he was
knoun: o have beon killed, howevery no tiace could be found of his remains,
In order to deternine whether g&tsr gon's ramalins had béen recovared, a
chiok was mode of . the recovds of all the cemsleries throughout tha
vielaity of whi c;h he was reported killed, but no inf formati.on pertaining
to the locetion of his remains was found, A further conbucb was made
with the fussian anbhorities in the hope that they might have recoprds of
frerdcan pfv‘i%n@m veleased by thea, bub ﬁ?xe“ state there are no such
vecords in Potedsn o Dorliu,

In wview of the fact thab the extensive lovesbisgs atim‘:‘w aconcdiiobad by
cur forces in the fleld lalled to pevoal sny trece of your gson's rensing,
iﬁm Depaytaent of the vy has been forced to concluwde thy zir, his rossins
e not vecoverable, T wish to aspure you that, should any additional
wﬁ.r;iémm o to our abtention lndieating bhat his remains are in our
poszassions vou will be informed lmsediately.

SEMHEY WROIEYN 24 §Y GIUROTHATY



{; {{'I; iz\“\ ’3{}3 . ;?p:'z %Q’f@mﬁﬂ}? 3‘9&'9
Zirn, wichard i |
s AL 289 238

feallising the exbtent of your pried and snxwleby, 1t ls not edsy to
gxpress condolencs 1o you who gove your loved one under clreumstances
so dirfioult that there is no grave ab which to pay homage, Moy the
kaowledee of your sonts honorsble servies Lo Tms; cowityy be a :%{:vmms
of susbalndng comlort Lo 7ol

Sincaraly yours,

7 HL?I / he et Ia & & ® ﬁ,,
N § e 1 f'ﬁlﬁﬂﬁl, £Hy
Hanorial Division
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SE NUMBER

11 Ugs (10)

NON-RECOVERABLE CASE T GETONETS
RECORD OF REVIEW AND APPROVWLL
Turonean
NAME (Last, First, Middle [nifial) RANK SERIAL NUMBER
ZIEN, Richard H. /5 l 35 289 235

THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND THE FINDIRGS OF NON-RECGVERABILITY Of #
THE REMATNS OF THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S} ARE APPROVED. (Corrections in name, rank, and/or serial number have
been effected when appropriate.)

The above iegedent end nine (9) others

THE COURSE OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWIKG SCURCES OF INFORMATION HAVE BEEN EXAMINED FOR ADDITIONAL CLUES. COPIES

EN
OF ANY DOCUMENTS BELIEVED MATERIAL TO THE CASE ARE ATTACHED FOLLOWIKG THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW.
"""""" INITIALS OF ANALYST|  (CROSS OUT THOSE NGT APPLICABLE) [INITIALS OF ANALVST
1. 293 FILE OF SUBJECT(S) Y, 2 b R Y. )
déy@vf 5 BT S R BTN 7 PEDERM QLK O W
rJ T 1
A= 2 FILE OF KNOWN (NTERMENTS IX GEOGRAPHICAL CLUE
3. 0.5. MILITARY CEMETERIES, [S0LATED Y . INDEX FILE OF UNKNOWNS RECOVERED . J
LOCATIONS, AND SEA BURIALS “”Eii;éﬁ%ff FROM APPROPRIATE AREA “ﬁfg%#ﬁf;ff
. , o
ALPHABET ICAL | NDEX OF "GELIEVED . ALPHABETICAL FILE OF FORMER UN-
5. TO BE® AND TENTATIVELY IDENTIF(ED . b KRouNS Nov TOERTIFIED .
UKKNOWNS h”ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ%%% ; "jﬁiikﬁ?
7. OTHLR DOCUMENTS OR SOURCES A '

HOWE s £
| s

THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY A PRESENTED {M THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE
FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW, WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS: :

SBiEy  ATTEACHED STATEREWD OF INVESTIGATION.

HAME OF CASE ANALYST

CASE TO BE FoRWARDED To  Remotriastion 3r ~Correspondencs 3dec.
FOR CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFICATION TO INTERESTED PARTIES.

he Kennedy/vmw

RECOMMENRD APPROVAL PPROVED DATE

CASE REVIEWER, FINAL DFTERMINA— CHIEF, FINAL DETERMINAZAON SEC- |CHIEF, i@tNT!F{LATIDN BRANCH
T!ON SECTION | IEQN

/%Qj / éi(f/ s f}igz;f’?{ég;ﬂmw 7”h” f;ff Ctrer ,74fffﬁ}i’%?<f
// & JE L DelERSE, lab Lt 00| 1S i.?en.G”Rg, Bant QMO /
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STATTMENT OF INVESTIGATION

18 October 1949

The ten (10) decedents referred to in the attached Poard Findings are
believed to have been killed by gun—fire from BEussian fsuks on the 31 Janusry
195 during  the evacuation of a German Prisoner of War Camp, Stalag I1I-C,
nesr the village of Altﬂﬂr@witg, Polsnd,

Information extracted from the Adjutant Gerneralls Casualty files reveals
that the German guards forced the American and Russian Prisoners of War %o
leave Btalag EII«G» They had marched only a short distance when they'W%re
caught between Russlan and German Cross Fire,

An  investigation revealed that Sialag IIT-C hed been bwrned to the ground
whan the Russians llberated 1%, Ho records could be found and 1t 1z believed
that they were lost in the five.

At the Commmity Cemetery which is very large, the American Graves
Registration Service wade a search and found many wmearked simgle graves,
Since the old German population hed ‘been ecompletely ewacusted, the people
now living in the village have no ideas who are burled in these praves, The
293 file of Paul Wisniewskl conbalng a German burial card, showlng the
Communl ty Cemetery at Alt-Drewits as his burial place, Pﬁssxblv'ha Is in
this group of ummarked graves,

An extensive exhumation of unmarked graves in this tewmm and vielnity
was uvpguccessful, The American (raves Registration Officials found that
most of the bodles exhumed were without elothing or other identification and
they were unsble to ldentify any one of them as American by ecomparing the
tooth charts on OQMG Forms £ 371.

At Porest Cemebery a visual check was made, There 18 a large plet of
French Prisoner of War (raves but they all have nsmes and the French Colors
on the crosses and were buriled during 1940 and 19h1, There wers no  graves
that conld possibly be theose of %m@fmcmns,

Ko unknowns vecoveresdt f‘r‘mﬁ this area can be associated with subject
decodenty o

ALl information secured confirms the Findings and substantistes the
recommendations wade by the Overseas Board,

2 /,ézﬁw-mﬁ;y/ .
A KmwEny 7)
Analyet :
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' HEADOUARTERS
AMERICAN (RAVES REGISTRATION COMMAND
EUROPEAN AREA

APO 58 TS5 ARMY 17 SR
Froceedings of a Board of Officers appointed in accordance
with letter A(‘AO..S 203,80 {27 Har 47), DM, War Dept, TACD,
O April 1947,

The board convened pursusnt to par 4, SO No.33, Headquare
ters American (Oraves Registration Command, APO 48, U.S, Army,
22 March 1948, ag amended by par 1, S0 43, Hg AGnC dated 10
April 1949 and par 4, SO 92, Hy URC dated 17 August 49, at the
Astoria Hotel, Parig, FTance on Pl wéd  The purpcse of the
Board was to determine the non-recoverdbllltJ status of certain
casualties now under jurisdiction of this command.

The board reviewed report mf-investigation, statements of
witnegses and other papers contained in the files of American
Graves Registration Command, E&, pertaining to the case of the
fellowing named oasua]tv/caﬂualtlew, the remains of which have
not been recovered, The case records and other data considered,
are sittached,

CASE NO | NAVE - ASN ' GRADE

FINDINGS The boaflhaving carefully considered the svidences
before 1t, finds the remasing of ssid caoualty/casualtlés are
non—recoverable.

RECOMMENDATION: That the case concerning subject casualty/
casualties be forwarded to the Office Qf The Ouartermaster
General for final approval, C;;

/"“",/)

‘J“€1f2¢//%p(i 4V4b€a
JACK ©. HAYES, Capt. oiG  ~ CA%?@?D E. LUTZ, L T, e

= bt

4
1 D HULVANITY, Lt Col. j;ﬁ H. F. Hﬂﬁ%}/ Colonely QMG

/

STAHGH Y TeNOILr 31t 19 G33000d43d. .



AJERIGAN_GnAVBS REGISTRATION COMMAND
EUROPEAN AHEA

o

RRE 293.9 ° (IB)

SUBJECT:

103

1.

VNon;Recoverable Remains

" Non~Recoverable Board AGRG

low1ng caue°'

_::NAME; .
o _ORGEJ\IIZATION:,

NAME:
ORGANIZATIONg

NAME:
URGAN TZA '1 TON:

NAME:

ORGAN I.ZATION:

NALIB} o
QRGAN Iz,’.AT.f.ON

% NM\E-:

URunNIZATIDN

AME:

' ORGANLAAETON

NAME:-_
ORGANLZATION:

CNAMB:.
ORGANIZATION:

NAME:

ORGANIZATTON:

| SASACKA, Itstmi . -
“Co AN 100th Bn L2 Inf Igt

Co. an
Go.

POREMAN, Harry Wo Jrs
Hq Co, ll?th Inf dgL jO lnf Div

{Hon~Recoverable)

HmADQUAR.[MﬂS T

_7Lf7— 53

,f}l /‘
A é/\/mrtw x: &m”dvr

ARIMY
‘%% (}/}],mc_ f()#j»' 5#\ ﬁ) — Y u«:(nmi LL&C ;HJ
' jOQ)Awaqlw,wiwmejﬁa«q M;nyﬁ&tw-jzvan
)Lugfgbyi& e 4 .:qu 4ﬁ¢f;}am& '
( /f/( et ﬂLD WCAM e éa_. (_,au'fxu {{)A s /
- /ﬁ‘f !-4/‘-3‘&’ /D/ﬂft/mwa/ e

l/f f-{L wfj,u& o \‘L- /C? ‘}‘/ i/( _ /? GJUI/{../),/‘./ oy E.fg'{,;/’f-"i""“z'")
: \} - . EU o W /6;9(_

APO 58 U3

It is recommendnd that the board take actlon on the iolw

5/5at WOLELE

SHIPE, Cletis P, S/bgt 6olITs
60th Inf, Rgb. .

AHO, Edward W. = Sgb 36631090 . -
"M 13l Ing Rt | R
osgb 33562098

34013067

- SUﬁﬁﬂﬁig Bennle _ ugt._f
Go. WAM 117 Inf Hgt 30 Inf Div
CURRAN, Joseph J.  T/Sgt 12009163
Co. "x" 18 Inf Rgt L Inf Div .
_jZIRNA_ Richard H. 3 /5 35289235
Hq Ge. 401 ullder inia_ _ o
WISNIBWSKI, Paul Jo  4/5 . 32605898(*‘2mq$ o Lrcapees
ked, Debs 29 Inf Div gow TTB dete

115 Inf Ret

OTFER, Carl Go  Pfec . 35550126
Co, figH 508 Paracht Inf
EQEEANQ Aloysious J.

Pyt 36042935
Qo, HAR 17 Tank Bn ' .

1



FLACE (F DEATH: Vieinity of Alt-Drewitz, Foland
DATE.GF DEATH: 31 January 1945,

: SYNOPSIS QF CASE: The abovp ten men were killed on 31 January
1945 durlng the evacuabtion of Stalag IIL G, by fire from Russian tanks.
The follow1n& information was extracted. from AG Castnalty files: " Ve were
told by our German guards that we were to prepare to leave the camp., At
- the time we did not want to leave so we tried our best to stall as long
as we could. - We were supposed to leave at 7 6!clock and finally at 11
in the morning they made us leave by force, We started out marching, A~
bout 3 or 4 kilometers from the camp,Russian tanks at a distance of about
600--800 yards opened fire at the front of the column, There were about
25 to 35 men killed at the time and quite a few wounded, After that hap~
pened we were all. dlsorganlzed -~ — We had niot marched iong before we were
caught between Hussian and- German cross fire. We were forced to find what
protection wé could in the open field where the sikirmish took place. When
the fighting ceased there were many dead and wounded, - The wounded we took
to a Russian Ald Station. At that point we were told to make our way, the
best way we could to Warsaw. I wish fhat L could give more definite in-
formation concerning these men, but each of us was thrown upon. his owny
and the struggle to ‘get across Poland and down to: Odessa, occupxed ‘each -
mah individoally., " -1 assigned an officer to the 1nvest1gatmon and after
-obtalnlng a Russian permit that officer proceeded to Alt-Drewitz where hg
- contagted the Russian authorltlese He found that Stalag I1II C had been -
~ burned t6 the ground at the time the Russian &rmy'llberated it. This had
_ been done by the freed American and Russian prisoners of War arid Polish
civilians, The Russians have no records . p@rtalnlng to. the camp and it is
assumed they wera lost in the fire, There are quite a number of dead buried -
there in a common grave, bubt there is no way to. 1dent1fy them and to dis-
tlngulsh the” Amerlcans frmm the Hus31anso A further contact was: made with
“the hussian auttorities in the hope that they night have records of the A-
merican prisensrs réleased by them, but they stated that there were rio such
records in Potzdam or Berlin.! Two thorough investigations liave been con-
_ducted on this cage with negatlve resulbs: - ixtensive . exhumations’ of um-
‘marked: graves.in Alt-Drewitz and vieinity was unsuccessful, ~Most of. the bo-
- dies were found to be without clothing or identification. In Foland AGRC
© has been limited to one exhumation teany therefore it has been 1mpmssmbie
'*_to work on larga mags graves or on all unmarked . graves.in leocalities where-
'-they were extremely numerous.  All graves that were suspected were opened.
&, “1l"ge is practically deuerted due to  almost total,destructlon ‘and:there
: sldents lef't who were there during the war. There is no. questlon
at th burlals of ‘the dead listed above occurred, however, no-clues: were
tantidte this supposition. In VLGW'Of the Tact that it is un-
: , Graves Registration teams will be permltted to re-enter thls area
for'furthar 1nvest1gatlons, 1t is suggested that ‘the: aase of subject ten
deceased be closed, - . . s - : R

~.Reierence is. made to OG Forms. 371 Lten mﬁn), Narratlve, 13 duly 1948, Iﬁtw
_ter FFC s 12 fﬁay 19148' Narratlve 23 Apr:l_l 191;8, o :




2, All atbtached supporting docunents are copled from records in
file headquarters American Gr'aves Registration Command ' :

3. It is recomuended that the remains, based UPOn the above in-
formation and research, be declared nonurecoverableo - :




DATA ON REMAINS NOT YET RECC™ ‘RED OR IDENTIFIED

PRESENT SERIAL

NAME (Last, Firet, Middle Initial) . GRADE
- L NUMBER -
ZIRY, Richard He - Tec/5 35 289 235
ORGANIZATION RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL
. . NUMBER (If applica
Hye Coe holst Glider Inf, #hite Catholic
DATE OF ﬁEATJ:éM!A CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
1 Jdan : _ '
SATEGF FGD KILLED IN AGTION Kuestrin Poland Wnile A POW
HEIGHT WEIGHT T COLOR EYES "COLOR HAIR SHOE SIZE
- 691 136 blue brown 9D
o DENTAL CHART 3 Feb 42
UPPER RIGHT UPPER LEFT
8 7.6 5 & 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
LOWER RIGHT RO DEFRCTS | SHWEB CerT
6 15 M B3 12 0 0 9 9 0 1t 12 18 W 15 16
_ ¥ ==Extracted 0 =Carlous 1=Cariogs Non-Restorable
FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK |
o - NONE . HONE

ADﬁiTlONAL INFORMATION

00ME rosm
23 SEP 46

371

DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD -



BERI.TN DETACHMENT (PROV)
~ FIRST FIELD COMMAND
AMERICAN GRAVES HEGISTRATION CQMMAND
' . EURQPEAN AREA

BERLIN GERMANY

APQ Th2-4
13 July 1948

g NARRATIVE. oF INVESTIG&TION
: Seefeld,Germany
(N 53/V 06 1: 250 ooo)

{

The under51gned, wibth 8/8gt Koch, 1nterpreter, T/S ifike Zuber, intere
preter, and a Russian escort officer, arrlved in SEEFEID at 1900 hours,
to investigate AGRC Case # LO6L,

Ve talked with Herr Zeimer,‘the Burgérméister, and the chief of police,
‘the chief of police said he had been in Born dwring the war. However, Herr
Zeimer said he had lived in Seefeld during the entire war.

Accordlng to Herr Zelmer, statement attached, only the headquarters to
Stalag III C came to Seefeld during the month of February 1945. The camp
and the prisoners of war were moved from Kuestrin, now in territory claimed
and occupied by Foland, during the latter part of January and the first part
of bebruary, No records remalned in the town.

The incident of the shootlng of Amarlcan POW's during the interception of
a forced march by the Russians occurred on 31 January 1945, .This is mentioned
in comiection with cases 406/ and 5255, and the cases involving Harry W.
Foreman, Jr., Itsumi Sasacka, Bennie Summey, and Carl S. Qpfer. The above:
dates correspond w&th thv story.

!

“The Ru¢smans did riok arrive in Seefeld until April 21 of that year so it is
hardly p0551ble that they intercepted a forced march of prisoners in January
on that year in this vlclnlty,

The Burgermeister also- states that the prlsoﬂers were not brought to Seefeld
but were transported to Luckenwalde flap sheet N 53/Y 07. He was also unfamiliar
with any incident involving Americans in this town but said all allied dead
were buried in a military cemetery in WERNEUCHEN Hap sheet 53/V ob. This unit
had dl&lnterred flve L5) deceasad alrmen from that town in aeptember 947,

RmCOLMhNDATIONS That the remains of daceased recovered in PQLANU in the
vieinity of KUESTRIN be compared with the physical records of these believed
to have been killed in this incident. The date of the ineldent places 1t ba-
yond doubt on the eastern side of the Qdarmﬁlver.

GWEN 1. NEATHERY
1st It INF
Investigating Officer



POLAND DETACHMENT
FIRST FIELD COMMAND
AGRC
US MILITARY ATTACHE WARSAW, POLAND

12 Hay 1948

 SUBJECT: Unrecovered Remains

10 : Commanding Officer, Flrst Field Command, AGRC,
EA, APO 62, US Army.

L. 'TranSmitted'herewith are basic reporting documents for AGRC
Cage # 3390 whiﬁh we have been unable to solve,

2, Two 1nvest1gatlons by this detachment at Althr6WltZ (Drzewice)
(0n53/V-66) Poland and vicinity failed to disclose any information that
would ald in 1ocat1ng the graves of these dead

3. Exten31ve exhumation of unmarked graves in this town and vici~
nity was also unsuccessful., Most of the bodies exhumed were found to be
without clothing or identification and we were unable to identify anyone
‘of them as American by comparing the tooth charts on OQ: Forms # 371, In
Poland we have been limited by the Polish Government to one exhumation team
and have not, therefore, been able to work on large mass graves or on all
unmarked graves ih localities where they were extremely NUMerous . All '
graves that were suspected were opened '

L. = The v1llage is practlcally~deoerted due to almpst total destruct-
jon. and there are no residents who were there during the war. This is. not
unitsual in that part of Poland, bub is more true here than elsewhere as it
is only 2 km from the Genman frontler and the old German populatlon has been
throughly evacuvated, : .

5. There is no question that the burials of the dead listed on the

. attached cases occurred but we have found no clues and must close. them as
unrecoverable, If any former prisoner of war from Stalag YIT € can be lo-
cated who can say precisely where any of these men are buried it is just
possible that a special re-entry into Poland to recover the bodies could be
arranged, ‘ _

CHARLES J. JORGENSEN
Ma jor - FA
Detachment Commander




NARRATIVE OF INVESTIGATION . -
R 23 April 1948

1, Alt-Drewitsg (Drzew1ce) O—53/V«66 Poland is a village whlch is pract—
ically deserted due to the damage caused by artillery fire during the war,
We went to the Burgermeister's home and asked Grzegorz Torbiczuk if he knew
about any American deceased or burial place, He states that he has only been
here for the past two years and that there are no burial records., We tried
‘to get the name and addresses of some of the old Germans who were here during
the war but he states that they have all left and most of them are in Germany.

2, 'We then started asking every civilian on the street if they knew . of"
the burial place of any American prisoners of war who died in the Stalag
Camp here. They all gave the same answer that they have only been here 4
short time. We tried to locate some of the old Germans who were in this a-
rea during the war but there are none living here at the present time. We -
drove to the forest cemetery where we made a thorough visual check with ne—
gative results. There is a large plot of French Prisoners of War graves but -
they all have names and the French colors on the crosses. There were no graves
that we thought coitld be p0351b1y Amerlcan, The French were buried in 1940 -
'and 1941, . L - o _ T

: 3. At the Communlty Cemetery'we made a sedarch of the cemetery and found
many unmarked single graves, The people of the village have no idea who are
buried in these graves. le have a German green burial card showlng"the GOl
munlty cemetery Alt-Drewitz as the burial place of Paul Wisniewski, possibly.
he is in this group of unmarked graves, . Started opening the graves from one
end of the unmarked rows. We found the deceased all buried without clothing
and in coffins, As we opened each coffin we checked the teeth with each form
371 on the men we have missing in this area, . We have been unable to find den-
tal work which corresponds with any of the fornm 371 There is . possitlvely'no
1nformat10n as to who is buried and since the deceased have no clothing the
only thing we have to depend on is the dental work. To-morrow we will return
and contlnua our exhumatlons. S ' -

24 Aprll 19&8

h; WE went to the Commmity Cametery and eontlnued uncovering the un-

marked graves, Iany umarked graves were uncovered but nothlng was found
to 1ndlcate American remalnso

5e The Communlty Lemetery here is very large.- One ‘big sectlon has no

o mounds at all and it is possible that there may be some burials there with the

dirt just leveled off even with the ground. It would be impossible to dig up
+this complete area in a feW'waePs or months, The camplete'absence of mounds
~made’ any eff&ctlve work n.mpous:Lblen 5 ' B : o

_ T/Sgt Wilmer Co Fason
" Investigator AGRG
‘Poland Detachment




REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

T0: DATE
PENTAGON LIAISON SECTION, MEMORTAL DIVISION =1
FROM (Branch and Section) REQUESTED BY TEL. FXT. - ] ROOH HO. -

TLPEN&TT HR.
p‘{:ff/ﬁf;g fﬁ,‘}ﬁcﬁ /ZW/ verlia /j;??‘é;

NAME OF DECEDENT (Last, Firat, Middle Initial) RANK SERIAL NUMBER

Z N /P/c:/y',q'/w 4 7S FEZFS 2T

\NFORMAT 10M REQUIRED

Leyrne LA74

INFORMAT ION FURNISHED

Sl Janugery 19502

o RIS b 7
Richard iH.

[ T, S S PP I SIS U 1 e T T T R iy e T e oD e T
A¥teched herowith 1o 21l ovoellable dental infornation

Zirn, 35,589,505, afver checking 211 rocords
FENTAGON LIALSON SECTION OFFICER (Signature) .
O(pG FoRM 1938 ORIGINAL TO BE FILED IN 293 FILE T, 8 GOVERRMENT PHINTING OFFICE: 1351 0. 435440

23 MAR 5(}

B SR
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[793 FILE

DA,

"ON REMAINS HOT YET RECOVE:r =D OR

IDENTIFIED

MAWE (Lmat, First,

/e 4@4;9

Middle Initial)

A

PRESENT SERIAL HUMBER

7/ 3

GRADE

GREAN| ZATION WMR!«CE g}(CREED sf FORMER S5FERt AL KUMBER
4 o 3y NL / " |(ITf Applicabl
“7?%% - Gl ks 53 (It Aep *)
(L AvaLlry . O S
DATE OF DEATH/ GCAUSE OF DEATH f'PLACE OF DEATH OR PLACE LASY SEEN 1F HMMA
o i i L
1/ Tgal o
DATE OF FGD
/ A o Wiax A us faear /CERm g -y
HEYG KT WEIGHT %COLOR £YES VCOLOR HALR é',fSHGE JIZEM
PR o y i " - .
{» (}’ A / j u/,, PR S A y /n:i'ﬁ.m"-zf{’/'}“w/ 4 _\%{F )
: i ] W )
DENTAL CHART ove o o 590, 0 &/
UPPER RIGHT - UPPER LEFT
8 T 6 & 4 21 t 2 3 4 5 & 71 8
DA
LOWER RIGHT ] LOWER LEFT ;
16 5 14 13 iz i1 10 9 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
X = Extracéied ; 0= Cavicus' { = ??vioua Non-Restorahle
I .

FRACTURES AKD/OR BREAKS %{

e es

TATTCOS AND/OR BI RTHHARK?f

<

ADDITIORAL THFORMATION

QQMG,FORQ
23 SEP 46

371

DATE FORWARDED TO FIELD

36 87880 - -



299/

IDENTIFICATION SECTION
HEMORIAL Dl‘_"VISION

I
IDENTIFICATY.ON DATA

LAST NAME ~ FIRST WAME ~ MIDDLE INITIAL

L/RY

FACHARD

H.

ERMY SERDAL

Fs52 Wm.s"

LHMEER

GRADE

JEC. $

UrigHT

WEIGHT

COLOR LYES

COLOR HAIR SHOT BV ZE

DATE DF DEATH

W

LAST ORGANVZATION

/136

T WHICH ATTACHED OR ASSIGNED

Bl veE Dhecony | G-p

/%4 Co. 40/ ¥ fori0ek JVE

FLACE O DEATH OR PLACE LAST SEEN IF MIA
KIA BT KOs TRIN , 6ERMANY

Jan. 87, 45

LHVLE A P o 1,

LIST ALL CAMPS N WEICH STATIONED IH L. %, PRIOR TO SEAVISE OVERSEAS, wWITH IMOLUSIVE DATES AT FACH.

STATIGN DATES

LA
NeC

CP CLALBoRNE
FT. BRAGGE

MBR A5, ¢TYA
oCr /;f?:/:i

i ! ;
o
;oat .
i J s
FRACTURES ANDIOR BREAKS TATIGNS AND/OR BIRTE MARKS
-
DENTAL CHART Mﬁ,{g’ ;?.j'
o
8 7 6 5 Y 3 2 1 ! : ¢
. s
UPPER RIGHT VTR ER LEFT .
. ; _
16 1F 1y 13 12 11 1z 5 g 10 11 10 13 b v R
&

LOWER RIGHT LowER L ERT

¥ - FATRACTED 0 - CARIDUS {o- CARIOUS NOH-RESTOAADLE

A AL FoeY

5*380 élkﬁr {Indicate dentures, br:'d;zewc'rk, ete.,

if shawa, )

S
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TE93 FILE

- oATA ON REMAINS HOT ‘{ET REBGVEM OR IBENTIFIED

NAME (Last, Pirat, Middis Initial ) GRADE PRESENT SERIAL
V‘? , / - NUMBER -
Z fRN’ ICHAR D 7 [/Ec- 5~ 3528723
ORGANIZATION | RACE CREED FORMER SERIAL
_NUMBER (If applicabli
CAV. | W 77 ( ?,977/42 /C
DATE OF DEATH/Mi#—— | CAUSE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH OR.PLACE LAST SEEN iF MiA
F/IAV %I~ 1 o
DATE OF FOD ﬂ/ ., M”
| /7/ / ﬂ Euro LAV Arra.
HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR EYES | COLOR HAIR- SHOE SIZE
| |
o _ DENTAL CHARY
UPPER RIGHT _ - | UPPER LEFT
8 .7 6 5 4 3 2 i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
LOWER RIGHT | ' o " LOWER LEFT
. . . ; .
6 15 14 13 12 i1 10 9 g 10 1 12 13 16 15 1§
X=Extrasted . O==Carlous ' : «=Carlous Non-Restorable
FRACTURES AND/OR BREAKS TATTOOS AND/OR BIRTHMARK |

' 'Cofmg,w@*f 7 TTe

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2 3~ yr f. o A (%7 Adgee, 2978 )

_Request Selective Service Board No. _ and Address

i

7.( ,5 g (f‘,ﬂtv w/ ' WZ"”‘“‘*‘“’"“%%Q
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g vhields.
4’@!’*’“&;:/ Fare o _w’»’w-!
e il d v

;wucé b
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aMa ro 371 to—spis " DATE FORWARDED 1(6 FIELD

U, . GOVEHNMENT FRINTING OFFICE



Poland O=53 11711

| HE AU;&J?LRTHRQ
' AMERICAN GRAVES HAGISTRAATION COMuAND
: S | BUROPEAN  ANEA
-‘ T APO 58 U s amdy

O RE 29309 (I8) Li day 1948

SUBJECT:  Hequest for Inforasation

TO: The uarteruasier General
washington 25 2, ¢,

1.  Records, this headquarters, revesl that Tec¢ 5 Richard H. Zira,
35 2BY 235, was kili@d 31 danvary 1945 by machine gun firve at Stalag ITIC,

Kustrin, Polan

2, It is requested that all available information on the above, as
contained in your files, ineluding G@k& Form 371, be forwarded this head-
cuartears.
In view of the fact that fiekl units are at present coaducting

3. i
invesiigation in Poland, it is further requested that information be expe-

dibed,

FOR THE COMZANDING GENERAL:

WALTER 3, MORROW
#ajory Infantry
Actp aAsst Ad] Ged
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AIR BRTL

QHHCHS. 93 1a% Ind,

35&59&35 T,

Deparizent of the Army, 0@, Eastingten 25, D. C. 27 ﬁay'lﬁhﬁ

ding General, Asmerican Gravas Heglstration Command, Earnp@an

| hres, APO 58, ¢/o Postmuster, Hew York, New York

[ &uhmittﬁ& ﬂﬂf@ﬁ&thq%Q%b Forik 3?1 for 1/% Richard H. Z2irn, 352&9235,
/ aan%&iﬁiﬂg all information avallable in this office for subject decossed.

T. Ho HETZ
j:)_ &u- Gﬂlﬁnéi, Qﬁa
%«I‘“Imﬁg @%G Form 371 (in dup)
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Zirn, Richard H.
. BE 35 289 235
- Wi

V-
e

6 February 1948

Mre. Merte Zim
1085 June Street
- Fremont, (Ohlo

ﬁsar ﬁirﬂ o Llyn:
In our Letbor d&m& B Jamieyy 15948, you were sdvised tﬁat furthar

iﬁfﬁm&%iam would be forthooming concerning your son, the lata Fachnioian
ﬁmﬁe Riuhard B. Zirn. S

; nvﬁml}f rﬁgmt thet I carmot sssure you that it will bﬁ passiblﬁ
o m’b 1. the rempdns of your sob, sg fio infofastion has bwen reocsived
in our’ ﬂfi‘me indioabing thet his remaine have been rocovered.

A mﬁﬁinuauﬁ and intensive search ie belng nude af 'b!m srea in whioch
he died, exd it is my sinocere hope that it will be possible to recover
m»ﬁ mbury ‘the remains of your eon in an esteblished Military cemetery.

: hiley plewse rest essured that when & mptm“l? o maa&v&d we will
inf‘nm ;mu issedintely. :

Muy I extend my symputhy in your great loss.

8inserely yours,

I ;3- _ \7F
o5 - o
s = P o




Tl & ‘ uhte / o c«2 - ";'/; J
T0: Tdentification Section P

.
Case ?c/é‘j- ‘@/”f Fles ”:ﬁ A/ B K"‘/ \% @j\w) e {?”Z‘

Reguest su,ézlon pnra;zraph, and cemetery if appreopriate, applieable to
this cmst’ " e

!(;%%kﬁfﬁgizégﬂﬁkﬂﬂ

_T.ab A .



COHRESPONDENCE ACTION SHLLT

Addreusee‘if /” A 6@ / E Z / (€ M J 2
State / 693 S J SN E S?.,_ Relationship
siysite P QB MONT, (IHIO. o

Date letter

rquanana

Cemetery
Temporary
Permanent: :
Plot Row OGr Cen. I‘Jame or No. City Country o
PERAGHAFHS o ADDITIONAL =~ DATA - HODIFICATIONS -—- : g
" (sequence) ' “C7&yﬂ/

YE
-

Fxq
. . . . Pw
T sincersly regret that I cannot assure you that it will be - o
posaible to return the remsing of your son, as no information has <
heen received iy our office indicating thal his remins have been

- racovered, '

213Ul

Sz fx7 5£ SAL K ay&”"?’&é/ /Vé’/Z

ey

NSY

Analyst T g&, Reviewer _ Hodifications _ QKed

2 - «V 4 W@Qﬁm

47 11117
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QUGHR D93
Zirny Richard He
SH 35 289 235 f§

. RS

§ January 1948

ﬁram Harie Zirn
1035 June Street
Fremont, Ohio
Dear tirs. Zirn:

T regret that an inmediate and proper snswer cannot bo nade to your
inguivy ?@gming your son, the late Techniclian Fifth Grade Richavd H. Zirn,
The records are beling rveviewed and information cbtained upon which to make an
adequtite reply. Please rest assurod that when this Information is made avail

&bley you will receive a coaplete suswer lmmediantely.

Sincerely yours,

RICHARD B. COCMBS

Henorial Division




J. A, REARICK.

Jarss Gap
Chairman CLARBNCE &
P. J. STEPNIAK Envmv B, Ki
Secrelary '
R
L. . PARKER

P iy So1piers RELIEF COMMISSION
venty Veterans'

Service Officer SANDUSKY COUNTY
' FREMONT, OHIO

Hovember &1, 1847

-
Quarternasster General RE: ZIEM, Richard H.
Memorisl Division { T-5
Weshington, . C. \ AN 3E2BGEZE
: AT
e . e s .
P Near Sir: : -

This is to advise you that Victoris R. Zirn, the widow,
cf the sbove named, who was my son, has remarried and that
any future sction upon identification of the sbove named,
should be referred to me as his mother instesd of his wideow,

; wio has remarried.

Any communicetions with reference to the return of the
body upon identificabtion should be directed to me at the ad-
dress glven.

fours very truly,

_ . -
ﬁzéﬁﬁzag;ugzijzézéézk

MR¥. MARLIE ZIRN '
-1085 June St.

Fremont, Chio




GHOMR 293
Zirn, Richard H. .

8. I\I. A 209 235

Addreaq Reply To ’ ' 280 Fabruary 1947
THE QUARTEREASTER QENFRAL
Attention: Memorial Division

. Mrs. Victoria R. Zirn

303 lime Street
Fremont, Ohio

Dear ¥rs, Zirne

Your letieér to The Aidjutant (eneral concerning your husband, the
late Technician Fifth Grade Richard H. Zirn, has baen referred to this
a_i“fica.., . .

Undts of the American (raves Reglistration Service are now anpagad
in sa&rching oporations in an endeavor to locate the remalns of. deceased
kmericans. As yet, however, no report has been received that your '
hugband's ramsing have b&en dabcovered,

Informatimn bﬂing utiliged by thaﬂe searching units includes data
gathered rom captured snxnw'rﬂcords from raports submitted by various
cormshders as woll as fellow goldiers, and Lrom reports rendered after
the int@rrofation of returned prisonera of war,

T aincar@ly hope that this inbtensive search will result in the
dlﬁeovary and ldentification of your husband's remalns. Please be
asgsurad thad when further infonﬂutien is received, you will be informed
with a mlmmum of delay. :

- Plaasa acaapt my sincere sympathy in the loss of your husband.

ﬁlnc&r@ly'y@urs,

7 JAMES L. PRENN
Major, QIC
Hamorial Dividip

Cldii s, \fxrwi’.a’fﬁi;f







35287 235, wvne ALk oo

fmz'w







gl o K U E B OB W B v o e e e Mkt s g . "

WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
_ . _ WASHINGTOMN 25, 1. C,
REPORT OF DEATH = ° ‘ OATRRee 3709 20 Jan b
FULL NAME o ARMY SERIAL RUMBER emuﬁ?
N R l‘;:‘! 2 24 !
ZIBN, RI _ﬁ"‘\f D ~Be (PoW Germon Gov't) 3% 289 235 T [5
- o AODRESS : : — ARM OR SERVICE DATE OF BIRTH
Eremomb, Nhio . o Lavalry . 27 Max 1919
FLACE OF DEATH CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH _"
Biiropenn Aresn, L ] Killed in aetion. 131 Jan b
STATION OF DECEASED ) DATE OF ENTRY G CURRENT "LEN{_ETH OF SERVICE FOR
: . . _ AGTIVE SERVICE _ PAY PURFOSES
Buropean Ares . YEARS, | MONTHS{  DAYS
: o 23 Mer 42
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE (Name, relafisnship, and address)
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