. FROM THE BEACHES
TO THE BALTIC




This is the story of a fighting outfit, the 7th f\rmovred Division. No
wotrds can adequately describe its exploits nor can a book of this
size do more than highlight the division’s combat history. From the
shores of the English Channel to the waters of the Baltic Sea, the
division blazed a path marked by achievements concerning which
volumes could be written. This account hasbeen compiled forthe men
whose heroism, devotion to duty and blood made those achievements
possible. It is a story which will forever be enshrined in the hearts
of those staunch fighting men who composed the 7th Atmored.

MAJOR GENERAIL, U.S. ARMY
COMMANDING



FROM THE BEACHES
TO THE BALTIC

(The Stovy of the 7th Armoved Division)

What follows is loosely called the “story of the 7th
Armored Division®. It isn’t a complete story, for no
story involving fighting men could possibly be truly
complete without the stovies of each of those men
This, rather, is a brief of the things that wevre done
by a fighting command - how it whipped the best
that the German High Command could muster, and
fought on its own two legs from the beaches of Nort-
mandy to the sandy shoves of the Baltic Sea on the
notth coastline of Germany.

T he 7th Armored Division was activated March 1,
1942, at Camp Polk, Louisiana, under the command of
Brigadier General L. McD. Silvester. (Shortly thereafter
promoted to the rank of Major General). At Camp
Polk it sweated through training and maneuvers in '42,
and grew into a fighting team. It sort of annexed the
name “Lucky” at Camp Polk, and was referred to as
"The Lucky 7th” when it moved to California for
desert training. Here it stayed in and around Camp
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