Tth Armored Division
87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized
eaths in Europe " Incomplete list
TROOP A

FRANCE

16 SEPTEMBER, 1944

37 910 iR Fewlas, Roy E. Bgt. FSN=652

Dy to KIA

34 272 902 Beith, Leawis H. PFvi. 55N=776 Born 1210 M5,
Oy to DOW

34 264 114 Tillman, Ralph Pfa. §SM-345 BEorn 1912  AL.

Dy to KIA 16 Sept 44 LD Battle listed on 18 Sept 44 M.R.

¢ other EM LMA

STATION ¢ 15 Sept., 44, L Mi. SE Marieulles, France VUBS

STATION : 16 Sept., 44, 1 Mi. SE Marieulles, France VUB3dS
RECORD OF EVENTS

Remained in area 1 =i SE Marieulles under fire of eneay all day.

could not move. Morale good, weather rained all day and night.

18 SEPTEMBER, 1944

34 264 114 Tillman, Ralph E. Sgk. S5HN-652 Bornm 1912  AL.
Dy to KIA 16 Sept 44 LD Bakttle
34 191 138 Maroum, George C. Pvt. 5EM=745 Born 1917  TH.

Oy to DOW LD Batilae

4 other EM LWA, 2 Sk

STATION : 17 Sept.,44, 1 Mi. SE Marieulles, France VUdlido

STATION : 18 Sept.,d4d, 1 Mi. SE Marieulles, France V08342
RECORD OF EVENTS

Hemained in area 1 mi SE Marieulles, held by enemy fire. Weather

fair and cloudy.

HOLLAND

12 OCTORER, 1544

36 212 798 Cunningham, Frank E. Fvt. 55H-607  PBoen 1820 WS.
Dy to trfd to 47th Field Hosp SWA LD Battle DOD 7
1 octhar EM LWA
STATION : 11 Occ.,44, 1 Mi, S, Socmeren, Holland (QES511
STATION : i2 oect.,44, 1 Mi. 5. Someren, Helland CEST1]

RECORD OF EVENTS
Remained in area 1 mile scuth of Someren with plateons on road patrol
along canal. 1 Pfc SWA and 1 Pvt LWA while en patrel by rifle fire [rom
snipers. Weather fair, morale good.
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22 OCTOBER, 1944

34 182 1e#8 Cathey, Sas PvL. SE8N-521 BoRN 1914 TH
32 249 407 Fobartiells, Joseph Fvi. S5H-607 BoRE 1520 i
dy to MIA 22 Oct.,d4 liated on 25 Qct.,44 M.B. DOD 22 Dok, .44

1 EM SWA , 5 EM MIAR including Pvts Cathey and Robertiello

STATION : 21 Oct. 44, 2 Mi H Hedarwesrt, Holland QEGRIOD
STATICK : 22 Ock. 484, 2 Mi 5W Harik, Helland DQEEE0Z

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr Hq moved fr 2 M1 N Mederwesrt to 2 Mi SW Harik, Holland. Remalnder
of Tr remainad in same area with platooms on scouting and patrolling
misalen aleng canal running HME., Contacted &nemy at 1330. 1 Bvt SWA at
1730 [ Booth Pvt) Weather fair, Morale good, Reoads good.

23 OCTCOBER, 1544
32 227 510 Morrow, Kenneth K, Fvi. SSH-T45 BORN 1911
Oy to MIA 23 Ock, 44 listed on 26 Oob.,44 M. R,
STATION : 23 Det. 44, 2 Mi 5W Harik, Heolland QEGB&DZ
RECORD QF EVEMTS
Te pemained In same area. In contact with enemy aleng canal
running ME. HRoada geod. Morale good,

27 CCTOBER, 1944
Gl 032 031 HoMillan, William H. Z2nd Lt S5N=-1620
MIA 27 Qct.,d44 DoD 27 Oct. 44
1 EM LWA, 14 EM and 2 © MIA including 2D Lt. MeMillan
STATION : 26 Oct.,44, 2 Mi 8§ Harik, Holland
STATION : 27 Oek,., 44, 4 Mi K. Hederweert, Holland

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr Hg contacted enemy patrol which cpened fire. Forced to move. Left
drea 2 Mi 8 Harik at 0745 moving M. uwp Capal to 4 Mi N. Mederweerk,
arrivipg at 0B45. lst, 2d, and 3d platoon still in pozition MNE Harik,
Moved back to assembly area by foot then szet up defense along Harik.
Roads good, Morale good. Distancs traveled 5 milea. 17 EM and
2 Dfficers still unaccounted for.
HOTE : " In the southern zone, on the morning of the 2Z7th, Troop A was
holding the line Stokers Horst = Hederweert, West of Canal Du RHozd,
with a series of strong points consisting of about eight men each, each
point having one machine gun, and about half having mortars(50mm and &0
MM 1. The diatance between palnts was 500, €00, and in one case 800
yards; positions were changed from time to time. Seven men from the
maintenance section were securing the bridge across the Willem Canal at
613054, and the maintenance armored car plus six men from Troop E were
holding the road-block on the West side of the canal akout 1/2 mile out
of Hederweert, During the night, the enemy moved up disssupted men, and
at dawn laid down a heavy artillery barrage....chiefly on Nederweert
and along the banks of the Willem Canal ; probably tha reason More Wag
not laid on the Troop positions was that enemy infantry was too close
to permic ic. Immediately after bombardment, attacks began in the
viginity of Budschop and Kreljel Hieuw en Winperstraat. In at least
one case the enemy was led by a civilian, and in another case the
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anemy infiltrated through between the strong points and appeared behind
them in British and American uniforms, attracting the atktention of

Lt. William H. McMillan and shooting him when he exposed himself. The
Lroop was forced to withdraw Lo the Horth,; where the men from the
strong-points were reassembled and a new line organized. At desk, task
force Welson from CCA ....arrived...Troop B arrived at midnight, but
due t£o the dispositicns of Eriendly and enemy troops in the area it was
lepossible to reach the Ospel- Meijel Road with vehicles. The troocp
commander personally made & dismounted reconnaissance, then dismounted
the troop and cutposted a portion of the Horic-Meijel road. Ewen
atretching both Lroops to the limit, however, a wide gap resained
betwaen the extended flank and the friendly positions along the Asten-
Meijel Road."” 12 EM and 2 Officers MIA

"8T7th Cavalry Beconnaissance Squadron Mechanized Unit Histery and After
Action Reports™ : Obtained and Transcribed by Bob Porecca and Roy W.
Boylan with Assistance from Michasl Furlich.

29 OCTOBER, 1944
34 173 209 Foreman, Zack M. Pfa. SSN-607 DOD 7 B.1920 M.C.
32 214 214 Rubinetti, Frank H. Pvt. 55N-521 DOD 3 Mow. ,dd4 B_ 1920 M.Y.
Above 2 E.M. Dy to trfd to 53rd Field Hosp, SWA, LD, Battle DoOD 7

36 234 564 Farks, Clyda F. Pvt. 55M=-733 Born 191H
Oy to MIAR 29 Oct, .44 DOD 29 Dot 44 IDFF
2 EM LuWA 1 EM LIA

STATION : 28 Oct.,.d44, 3 ML M. Hederweert, Holland OQE&106
STATION : 2% Ock.,44, 3 ML M. Hederwesrk, Holland QEG106
RECORD COF EVEHTS
Teoop remained in same locatlion with platcons dismounted in contact
with enemy at 620 030. Was held down by artillery and mortar fire.
1L Pvt. and 1 Pfe. SWA, 1 Sgt and 1 Tec.5 LMA, 1 Tec.5 LIA by artlllery
fire at €35 D30, time 1730[ Ref : Map Masseyck ).
Waather good. Morale poor.

ST. VITH, BELGIUM

Horthern Flank

21 DECEMBER, 1944
24 230 802 Chiasscn, Ira M. Cpl AH5H-653 Boen 1920
19 197 111 Robblea, Philip T. Je. Prt. SEN=-80T Born 1922 Wa.
Above 2 EM dy to KIA 21 Dac., 44
2 EM LWA, 1 EM LIA
STATION : 20 Dec.,44, St. vith, Belgium VPBGAS
STATION : 21 Dec..d44, BSt. Vith; Belgium YVEEGEE

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr pemained at 5t Vith, Belgium holding off enemy counter attacks.
Engmy arty heavy. 2 EM LWA, 1 EM LIAR, 2 EM KIA, 1 MI E 5t
Vith by enemy arty. Direct hit on Armd car-M-8. Hg platoon plus
Tr "EY left St Vith at 2130 te join 8g Hg. letr, 2d, 3d platoons
remained at S5t Vith holding off enemy attacks. Hg platcon arxived at
8g Hg at 2330. QDistance traveled 5 Mi. 1st, 2d, 3d platoons withdrew
3/4 Mi because of heavy snemy opposition.
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22 DECEMBER, 1944

Le 081 798 Schoeachert, Laslie M. Pfo. S5H=607 Born 1914 Wi,
Dy to trfd to Hosp Unknown, Clearing Sta evacuated thru unknown,
IMA, LD, Battle. 22 Do, 44 DOD 16 Jan. ., 44

5 EM LWA npot including Pfo. Schoschert
STATION : 22 Dec,,44, Maldange, Belgium WVPT963

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr less Hq Platoon withdrew fr St Vith, Belgium slowly, holding off
enemy opposition, moving SW  throughout the day. Hg Platoon remained
at 5q Hq until 2130, moving out with vehicles te join Sg trains.
4 EM LWA By shrapnel. 1 EM MIA at St Vith.

23 DECEMBER, 1944

33 B44 173 Tryonas, Frank W, Pvt. S5SN-607 Born 1918 Pa.
Dy to MIA 23 Dec.,44 see 26 Dec.,44 M.R. DOD 7
1 EM LWA

STATION : 23 Dec.,44, 1 ML M. Hamoir, Belgium VE4407
RECORD OF EVENTS

Departed 1 Mi 5 Werbomonkt, Belgium at 1000, Arrived 1/2 Mi WW

Eronheid at 1045. Left there at 1900 and arrived 1 Ml N Hameir,

Balgium. Weather clear and cold.
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T7th Armored Divisicon

B87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
Deaths in Europe

TROOP B

FRANCE

14 AUGUST, 1944

32 227 286 Muller, Chazlas G. Sgt. SEH-B52 Born 1917 H.Y.
38 373 %26 Werling, Martin C. Pfa. 88H-T45 Born 1910 La.
Bbove EM KIA 14 Aug. .44 £000

1 EM MTH

STATICH : 13 Aug. 44, 7710 mi. 5. Highway R-137 Valges, France
STATION : 14 Aug.,.44, 1 1/2 mi 5.W. La Loups, France, Hwy H=828
RECORD OF EVENTS
Arrivad Bivouac area 5 mi. 5. Hogent L& Reotrou, France, 730. Left
Bivouac area on reconnaissance mission along Hwy WN=828 moving M.E.
Battle angagement 1 172 mi. 5.W. La Loupas, France, Hwy H=-828 1730.
Morale axcellent.
HOTE: * the recon platocns pushed on to tha cutakirts of l& Loupe,
encountering a minefield cowvered by small arms fire, plus enemy Lanks
and infantzy in the town. CCR closed up to the rear of Sguadron
Headquarters, and Colonel Hewberry at about 2200 gave orders for Troop
*B" to initiate & night attack through the town. Before this could be
accomplished, orders were received from Divislon te halt in place,
secura the column, and awalt orders. While halted, Troop "B™ sent
patrals to sbudy the enemy sitvatlon, and lost three men at the
minefield - Ewe killed, one missing™ "87th Cavalry Ressnnaissancs
Squadron Mecz After Acotion Reports™.

18 AUGUST, 1544
11 0&q BT Hall, James K. Fvi. EEN=T43 BORN 1911 WY
WA 18 Aug.,44 DOW 22 Jan.,485 in Hentucky
STATION : 17 Bug..d4; Highway IC 122 Meoving Scutheast. France
STATION : 18 Aug.,d4d, 1 1/2 mi W. Bklis, France on Hwy M 188

RECORD OF EVENTS
Troop in sguadron reserve. Moved from Jomwilliers, France to
1 1/2 miles W. of Bblis, France on Hwy H-1B8. Morala excellent.



06 SEPTEMBER, 1544
32 27 447 Bansen, Raynard A, Ffe. Soi=345 Born 1917 H.X.
Above EM dy to KIA 08 Sept.,dd
1l EM 5WA, 2 EM LHA
STATION : 05 Sept..44, 3 mi, E. Vardun, Frapee
STATION : 06 Sept.,d4d4, 1 mi. W. Mars-La-Tour, France

RECORD OF EVENTS
Left bivouac area 3 miles sast Verdum JO16022 at 0225. Started on
mission reconnoitering roads south and east to north seuth river 2
miles west of Metz and to siege and secure Dridge site. Ercountared
heavy enemy artillery fire at 0800 in town of Gravelotte. Moved on E.
under enemy artillery fire. Present time continuing on mission.
HWOTE : "The mission assigned was to advance East in four coclumns, push
through light resistance, seize and secure crossings on the Moselle
River, establish a bridgehead with & recenralasance screen in front of
it, and upon being relieved by the 5th and %0th Division, to be
prapared to move Northeast. Troop B was assigned to FORCE =pv,
consisting of Troop B, one platoon each of E/87, F/87, and C/33. Force
“B" crossed the Line of Departure at 0300, following a route generally
through Mars-La-Tour, Vienville, Rezonville, and Gravelette. The column
reached Rezonville at approximately 0BOO, and as the head of the calumn
passed throegh the town the enemy opened up with direct anti-tank
weapons. This was followed by heavy mortar fire en the town as the
column deployed to the fields on both sides. In arder to continue the
ddvance the Force Commander, First Lieutenant Robert J. Stewart, called
for fire from the MB Assault gquns and the attached platoon of medium
tanks on the woods te the South of Gravelotte, and with Ehe attached
platocn of light tanks in the lead, the Fforee advanced to the adge of
the woods., As the light tanks approached a minefield Southweat af tha
town, direct antl-tank fire and cbserved mortar and artillery flire
forced them to withdraw. B/B7 was sent to an assembly area 1/2 mile
west of Mars-La Tour." "87th Cav Ren Sq Mecz After Action Reports,”

12 SEPTEMBER, 1944

14 012 187 Whesler, Cordall Bgt. S55H=-653 Born 1520 Tn.
fr dy to KIA 12 Sapt..,.d4

1 O SHA

STATION 11 Sept.,44 : 3/4 mi. MW.E. Vionville, France

STATION = 12 Sept.,d44 : 2 1/2 mi, E. Doncourt, France.

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr. outposted arean between Gravelotte and Gorze 3 mi. W. Moselle River
to prevent possible enemy counter-attacks. Assembled at Tr. C.P.
/4 mi. N.E. Vionville JO410-0175 at 1945, Left assembly at 2000.
Arrived new assembly area 2 1/2 mi. E. Depcourt JO445-0155 at 2045,
Left assembly area at 2200, dismounted and moved to area 2 mi. SE
aagembly area at 2400 in preparation for disscunted attack.
HWOTE : * Even In daylight, the undergrowth in the draw running Horth
and South about 500 yards east of Malmaiscn and Gravelotie was so dense
a5 to make movement difficult and cbservation very limited. The
occupation of this line had te be entirely dismounted, with vehicles
laft under guard behind a sheltering ridge."
"87th Cav Ron Sgq After Action Reports.™ Sge 13 Septesmher, 15944, Troop B.
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13 SEPTEMBER, 1944
31 064 383 PRafuse, Benimmin W. Bqt. 55N-852 Born 1520
36 238 762 Copsey, Vernon G. Fvt. S5N-T45 Born 1519
Above 2 EM fr dy to KIA 13 Sept., dd
1 EM SHA, 1 EM LWA
SETATION : 13 Bept.,dd4, 2 1/2 mi. E. Doncourt, France

RECORD OF EVENTS
Started dismounted attacks on enomy pesitiona 3 mi. W, Moselle River
and 1 ¥ N. Gravelotte at 0630. Met heavy enemy resistance at 0730.
Unable te advance, so set up line to prevent possible enemy countar-
attacks.
HOTE: " At 2030, Troop "B" was recalled from its previcus mission and
ordered to move into position in preparation for a dawn attack from
Morth te South, to clear enemy infantry out of the draw. The final
conference for coordinatlen of artillery fire and completion of plan
wag held at 0200 on the l2th, and at 0715, following a short but
intense artillery preparation, Troop "B" jumped off. It soon became
apparent not only that the enemy had well-placed Mortars and artillery.
but also that the dense jungle of trees and undergrowth favored their
defense. Despita close artillery support, progress was slow and
difficult. The estimated enemy strength was 400, and they wers well dug
in with plenty of ammuniticn, rations, and autcmatic weapons., At 1200
Troop "C" was called on to support the Troop "B™ attack, and at 1300
the Squadron Commander went forward for a personal recennaissance of
the action. The contact was so close that Lieutenant Colonel Boylan
was able to engage the enemy in conversation, and he called ta them to
surrender, but wlthout success. At this time the Squadron Surgeon,
Captain Edward J. Hackett, was mortally wounded while crawling forward
to give ald to Sergeant Rafusie), also killed in action. Troocp "A" was
récalled from its previous mission, and at 1600 ordered to relieve
Troop "B" in the East side of the draw, while "B" moved about to the
West. Both continued to attack. With nightfall further progress was
lppossible in such unfavorable terrain, and all troops organized thelr
lines and dug in to hold." [see 12 September 1944, Troop BE.)
"87th Cav. Ran. Sq. Unit History and After Action Reports."
HOTE 2 : " What the Division faced was a more or less perimeter defense
built around the city of Metz, a defense established on ground
organized in the late 1%ch Century and used during the First World War.
Using forts and terrain to the greateat advantage, the enamy had
garrisoned key positions with infantry forces supplemented by heawy
artillery support. The enesy troops used in the defense wera primarily
from the military school Metz, both faculty and stodents, sclectad non-
commigsicned officers in Qfficer Training, many of whom had been
conducting ® school problems sver the terrain now being uased,™
"Tth Armored Division After Action Reports"
Obtained and transcribed by Wesley Johnston.
Additional information on this action was alsc obtained by Wesley
Jehnaton from General William Knowltan.
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18 SEPTEMBER, 1944
3T 728 164 Hevins, Eznest H. Pvt. SSKE=T45 Barn 190%
Above EM dy Eo MIA 18 Sept. dd DoOD 18 May.,45 IDPF
2 EM MIA including Pvt. Havins
BTATION : 17 Gept., 44, 1/2 mi. =, hrry, France WUTB45
STATION : 18 Sept.,44, 1/8 mi. &. vittonville, France WYUB142

RECORD OF EVENTS

Left area 1/2 mi 5. Arry at 1230. Arrived new area 1/78 mi.
8. Victonville at 1315. Established Tr. C.P. One platoon outposting
CCB Hg. Two platoons reconnoitering roads easi=southwest of this
locaklion.
WOTE 1 : Pvt. Wevins died as a POW. Pvt. Nevins died in a plane crash
a8 he was belng evacuated to England after being liberaced. He was
being evacuated by the British. Information sbtained from IDPT .
RWOTE 2 : Troop B attached te Combat Command B,

HOLLAND

01 OCTOBER, 1944

34 131 372 Brownlee, Elmo Tec.5 E5u=733 Born 1914
Above FM LWA 01 Oct.,44 DOD 02 Oct.,d4d IDEF
39 237 840 Clark , Cheistie . Prt. EEM=T7T8 Born 1914

Abowe EM KIA 01 Oet.,44 smn 03 Oct ., 44 M.R.
4 EM LWA, 1 © SKA
STATION : 30 Sept.,4d4d, 2 ML E. S5St. Antonis, Holland QE7540
STATIOW : D1 Oct., 44, 2 ML E. St. Antonis, Holland QET540

RECORD OF EVENTS
Maintained contact between advance guards of CC"B" forces and CCUA"
forces, between left flank CC®A® and right flank CC"B". Alse
reconnoitered CCYB"™ zane for enemy forces,
HOTE 1 : Tec.5 Brownlee died at the dlat Evac, Hoasp. in Holland. IDPP
He was awarded The Silver Star.
HOTE 2 : " The Combat Command was in the precess of attacking South
from a line Bt Anthonis - Boxmeer. The mission of the Combat Command
was to clean ocut enemy reslstance on the Weat side of the Maas River:
bypassing known centers of resistance, Venray - Venlo. Enemy resistance
in that zene had previocusly bean reported to be light and not very wall
organized. Combat Command "B" did not complete the mission because
reslatance in their zone was found to be well organized and dug in.
They were stopped vicinity Vortum by mimes, AT guns, bazookas, armd
infantry dug in in the woods." After Action Reports Combat Command B

(B



Meidel
27 OCTOBER, 1944

37 054 5959 Jagol, Steve Eddy Pfe. SEN-345

Fr dy to trfd to 53d Field Hosp, LIA, 27 Oect.,44, DOI 28 Oct.,dd

36 024 183 Colvin, Howard 5. Tec.5 S8N=T33 Barn 1914
fr dy to trfd to 53d Field Hosp IMA, 27 Oct..dd DOW 27 Oct, 44

42 085 632 Bnyder, John Cpl. 85N=653 Born 1912

dy to MIA See 30 Oct.,44 M.R. Fr MIA to KIA 27 Oct.,dd

fieg 1% Jan.,45 M.E.

2 EM LWA

STATICN : 26 Oet.,44, 23 1/2 ML S.,E. Asten, Holland, OF 6410

STATION : 27 Oct., 44, 4 1/2 Mi S5.W. Asten, Holland, OQEG106
RECCRD OF EVENTS

Called out to Meijel at 0700 to support "C®" Tr to repulse enemy counter

attack. Engaged anemy at close ranges with small arms fire. d4Bth Armd

Inf attacked through our position at 1400. Pretected flank of 48th Inf

for attack. Tr withcdrew at 2100 and left at 2245 o jein "A" Tr and

support them in outposting areas on Ospel-Meijel road.

HOTE 1 : Cpl, Snyder's remains were not discovered until January.

1845. Tec.d Jack Murray has confirmed that Tec.5 Colvin died of his

Wounds but can nol remember the dotails.

Forther Confirmaticon from IDPF Tec.5 Colvin.

HOTE 2 : As Troop C withdraws : “About a quarter mile out of the

town, the trocp wasmet by Hajor Cannon, followed closely by Troop B.

The reserve troop formed a defensive line through which Troop C©

withdrew, then beoth treops parked thelr vehicles and organized a

counter-attack. At 0930 Lieutenant Colonel Boylan arrived and took

command, pushing the attack off at 1010, with the twe troops astride

the road - C on the North and B on the South - and all four assault

guns in support. The twoe troops pushed ahead side by side wntil Troocp B

reached the Eastern edge of the woods just west of Meijel. Here, at

the sdge of a 500 yard open field, Troop B was stopped by automatie

weapons, small arms, artillery and mortars. They held at the edge of

the woods, and Troop C pushed some distance farther, but was forced

back to a point on line with Troop B." 87th Cav Ron Sq Mecz Unit

History and After Acticn Reports,

SEE ALED : Trocp C, Company F and Troop A 27 Oct. ;44
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04 NOVEMEER, 1944

36 024 1% Dizks; Henry W. B/8gt. S3N=651 Barn 1908
Above EM Dy to trfd to d8th Field Hosp SWA 04 Hov.,d44 DOW 05 Mov.,d44
12 072 03: Richards, Harry Q. Pfo. S55N=-345 Born 1%1%

dy to KIA 04 Mov, 44 sae O0THov_, 44 M.RE,
1 EM SHA not including S/Sgt. Dirks
STATION : 03 Hov.,44, 1/2 mi M. Kreldel, Holland QE&IN]
STATION : 04 Hov.,44, Haatskamp, Holland OQF 6402

RECCRD OF EVENTS
Pushed cutpost lines te approximately 200 yds 5 Kreijal-Waatakamp road
along a NE-5W line on a front spproximately 1 1/4 miles leng. Tr CP
left area 1/2 Mi N Kreijel at 143). Arrived new area at Waatskamp
at 1510,
HOTE 1 : Information furnished by Tec.d Jack Murray : Pfe. Richards
died, and 5/5g9t Dirks was fatally wounded when the peep they wers
riding in hit & mine.
HOTE 2 : PAt 1330 Troocp B reported trouble with sines and requested
engineers to clear area. later, at 1410, the same troop reported one
killed, two wounded and cne quarter-ton leat by mipes,"
87th Cav Ron Sg After Action Reports.

GERMANY

1l DECEMBER, 1944
38 079 775 Morrison, George W, Bfe. SEN-345 Born 1913
Dy ta Deakh 11 Daec. , 44 Sas 16 Des., 44
STATION : 10 Dec.,44, 1/4 Mi NW Waurichen, Germany VKB9&2
STATICH : 11 Dec.,44, 1/4 Mi NW Waurichen, Germany VKESE2

RECORD OF EVENTS

Remalned in bivouac 1/4 ML BW Waurichen, Germany.
MOTE : Fatally injured in auto accident in Germany, cne day after
baing reasgd from the Hosp.
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On 17 December, 1944 the Tth Armored Division was called to 5t. Vith,
Balgium to attack and open an escape toute for two Regiments of the
106th Infantry Division that had been cut ¢ff and surrounded on the
Schnes Eifel on 16 December. Clogged reads delayed their arrival and
made a counter attack and rescue impossible. They then set aboutr to
defend the town. The situation was confused and no one, at that tims,
realized the full extent of the German attack.

ST. VITH, BELGIUM
and The Prumerberg

17 DECEMBER, 19544
J8 10& Q47 Johneon, Walden D. PvE. S8N=521
iWa 1T Dac.,44, DOW 21 Dec. 44
Station : 16 Dec.,44, Heyd, Belgium VP4597
Station : 17 Daec., 44, 1 Mi, HE Sk. Vith, Bealgium VPBE788

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr left area 1/4 Mi ME Heaerlen, Holland at 0415. Moved with Sq in
advance of Div to 1 Mi NE St Vith, Belgium, arriving at 1230. Tr was
committed and moved into position as holding force at 1400. Established
line fr B72884 to B72888 between elements of 38th and 23rd Armd Inf Bns
MOTE 1 : "Ar 1200, 17th December, the situation in the ST. VITH
{PB588)area was critical. The 14th Cavalry Group retiring.
Capmunications with Ehe twoe surrounded Combat Teams ( I06ch Infanery
Division Jwas sporadic by radio. To the south of Regimental Combat
Team 424, 106th Infantry Division, the situation was hazy....In the
meantime the enemy had approached ST. VITH from the east and was only
three to four thousands yards from the town., The 106th Infantry
Division, at about 1530, sent elements of Headguarters Company, Blst
Engineer Battalion; l68th Engineer Battalion less one company! and one
platoon of infantry, formerly used as CP guard, to block the road to
the sast of 5T. VITH. The 106th Diwvialsn made availsble to Combat
Command B the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, in position at
OBR EMMELS (PB290). During the afterncon of the 17th the 38th Armored
Infantry Battalien, first Combat Command R unit te arrive southeast of
RECHT (P7994) by the sast route; the B7th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Sguadron; first onit to arrive by the west route; and troops of Combat
Command B were rushed to the saskt of ST.YITH."
Headmquarters 7th Armored Division After Action Report :
The Battle of Bt. Yith", Obtained and Transcribed by Wesley Johnston.
MOTE 2 : Traffic streaming to the rear was clogging the roads and
making it almost impossible for the 7Tth Armored to get te S5t. Vith.
cenaral Clarke himself went out to the crossroads leading into 5t. Vith
to clear the retreating vehicles from the road.
HOTE 3 : " Cenmeral Clarke stayed by the crosscoads for most of Che
afternoon. At one point he was accosted by a diminutive Lieutenant
Colenel Clay. ™General, my nama is Clay and I came to report Lo You.
I have a separate battalion of self-propelled 105's, the 275ch, and I
want to shoot.® "God bless you, Clay. You're the only artillery
support we have. Head out and shoot in support of those engineers, on
the ridge east of town." For the next few daya, untll the 7th Armoraad
Division Artillery, now cut off by Peiper's men, could make their way
to 8t, Vith, the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion was Lo bae the
only artillery support Clarke had. On eccasion parts of the 275th
actually held a sector on the line.”®
" The Biktter Woods " by John D. Eisenhower
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HOTE 4 : " While OCB were still struggling toward the front at nearly
4:00 p.m., Major Woodruff ([ General Clarke's 5-3 whe was #lso at the
crossroads | let out & yell. HApproaching was the exhavsted lesading
galement of Troop B, 87th...., of Combat Command B, Tth Armored. Captaim
Stewart reported lntoa Clarke, who fell in alongside on foot, " Keep
Jgoang right on down this road. You'll come to a big lieutemant colonel
= Riggs. Tell him you're atceched to him, He'll tell you what to do."
B Troop ©f the 87th pushed out easgt of St. Vith to help establish a
defenaive position. But they had te fight thelr way to the spot, coming
under semi-automatic fire as soon as they had located their chosen
ground.*

" Clarke of St. Vith ; The Sergeants General

by William Donohus Ellis and Col. Thomas J Cunninghas Jr

HOTE 5 : " When the Tth Armored was orderad down by Eisenhower to the
Sk. With afea, CCB was leading the division, and B Troop led CCB having
traditionally worked for CCB as ibs Recon element. B Troop got through
St. Vith and bumped into a Garman recaon unit. Both sides pulled back
and attacked agein a few hours later. By then the 38th Infantry had
Ewo companies with B Troop®.

Letter from Gan. Willias Knowlton

HOTE 6 : "The first arrivals were the Reconnalssance Troop {Troop Bl of
the Tth Armored which I immediately deploved with their automatic
weapons in this skirmish line that we'd established, but I placed them
on the left side overlcoking the open field of fire where they could
better utilize their automatic weapons ™

" Great Battles of World War II The Battle of St, Vith,

Lt., Col Thomas Rigge Jc ™

MOTE 7 : " B/87 came up on the line before B8/38, and at firat cccupied
positions later taken by A/Z3 north of the Schonberg road... At this
time, 106th Engineers were on thelr right flank. They wera from the
l166th. There may have been some 8lst Engineers there too but Sgt. Ladd
is not sure. " "lst. Sgt, Leonard H. Ladd Combat Intesview"

given te Lt. Robart Marriam...l8 Jan 45 - obtained by Wesley Johnston
FOTE B : "1645 : Lt. Col, Fuller was ordered by Gan. Clarke to
coordinate the defenses of St. Vith with the C0's of the Blst and 16Bth
Engr € Bna; then in position about 2400 yards East of the town in the
woods to the right of the Schonburg road. Bt the same ‘time B/87, A3
and B/23 were attached to the 38th, * The weather, which had beean
bitter cold all day with gray, cvercast skies, turned inte a cold,
drizzly rain about 2200 . The ground was muddy and soggy, making
vehicular cross-country movement almeost impossible,™

"Perscnal Report " Marrative Aocount of Action of

Jdth Armored Infantsy Batkbalion

Tth Armored Division, Batkla af St, Vith, 17-22 Dec.d4d

by Donald P Boyer, Jr. Major, Infantry

Obtained and transcribed by Wesley Johnsten
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18 DECEMBER, 1944
STATION : 1 MI HE 3t. Vith, Belgium VPE7EE Hord De Goperre
o EM LWA , 1 EM LIA, 1 O 5W, 1L O LWA

RECCED OF EVENTS
Continued holding position as a part of holding farca te beat off enemy
counter attack.
BOTE 1 : " The attacks made oast of 5t. Vith on 1B December were carrlsd
cut by a part of the Z8Mth infantry whoge patrels had been checked by
the 168th Engineers the previous day. Three times the grenadiers tried
to rush their way through the foxhole line held by the 38th Armored
Infantry Battfaliom ([ Lt. Col. William H. G. Fullar J] and B Troop
of the 87th astride the Schonkberg road. ™
"The Ardennes : Battle of the Bulge " by Hugh M. Coles
Office of the Chief of Military History...Department of the Army
MOTE 2 : " 8:00 A.M : HMHonday 1B December we were hit with our first
attack. The Germans punched a hole in our lines. We counter-attacked
and restored the lines. Between 1130 and 1230 on that Monday the
Germans agaln attacked us., At the end of an hour pur lines stil) held
but we had started the long rell of lasses.™
" Great Battlas of World War II The Battla of Sk, Vith
Major Denald Boyar ™
HOTE 3 :" 1445 1 Attack by the enemy is started and the C.P. is
alerted for movement. The main thrust seems to come from the sast
directed against the center of gur line.
1515 : The attack is stopped and cur posikions are being strengthened.
The battalion 1s also infeormed that the remainder of the 23rd A.I.B. L8
on the way up to reinforce uas.

1525 1 *“A"™ Co 38th A.I1.B. reports that the unit on their right is
moving out. (B Troop B7)

1626 ¢ "A"™ Co request informaticn as to statbus of upnit on their right.
1648 ¢ "A™ Co is informed that unit on thelr right 13 to stay in

position until relieved by other trocps.

1800 : "A" Co 23rd A.I.B. goes into lime. O©ne platoon iz placed

batwaen "B 23rd A.I.B. and the englneerd, the ramalnder rellevaea

B Troop 87th. ™

B=3 Journal of the J8th Armorad Infantry Battalion obtained and

transcribed by Wesley Johnston

BOTE 4 : "1745 : After almost 3 hours of wicious fighting, much of it

hand-to-hand, the “"Jarries were forced te withdraw., Our lines were

gtill holding, although several gaps had been opened and sosme Gecman

patrols had infiltrated through. B/ET was pushed into the line to plug

a gap which had been forced between Bf3B and the Engr Co."

{on the Prumerberyg ). " Perscnal Report” MHarraktive of Major Boyaer

HOTE 5 : "Sgt. Ladd says that B/87 was ordered into reserve, but

naver got there. This, he beliaves, iz why some overlaya show BfET

behind the line in a reserve position. The men pulled back but went

right back on the line. The 16Bth was an the line all the time.

Sgt Ladd does not know about the 8lst.™

"Combat Intecv " af lat, Sgt. Ladd

HXTRE & : The 5-3 Journal of the 3Bth makes no more mention of BSS7

alchough Major Boyer refers to them often in his narrative., BfE7 had

Cne Qfficar SWA, Omne Officer and 5 E.M. LWA and 2 E.M. LIA. on 18 Dec.
[ COHT...}
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WOTRE 7 : "..... At this time there was one platoon of B/38 on their
right and twe platcons of Bf3F on their left.”

Sgt. Joseph B. MoKeon "Combat Interview"” given to Lt. Robert Merrias
8 Jan 45 Cbtained by Wesley Johnston

HOTE B : "During the night of 18-1% December there were nolses
indigcating considerable activity and vehicular movement in the German
Fear aréas - the arrival of more troope to reinforce those &lready
attacking St. Vith. After midnight there was constant patrol and
counterpatrol activty on both sides and the Germans placed a great
deal of harasging fires on the roads and road junctions, using mortars,
88's, and for the first time, artillery firing battalien
concentrations. ™

The U.5. Aray Armor S8chool's " The Defense of St. Vith, Belgius

17 = 23 Decambar 1944 ® A Historical Example of Armor in Defense
Prepared by Tha Armored School

Cbtained and transcribed by Wesley Johnston

19 DECEMBER, 1944
1 EM LHA, 1 EM LI
STATION : 1 Mi MNE St. Vith, Belgium VP8T88 Nord De Guerre

RECORD OF EVENTS
Remained in position as part of holding force against enemy counter
attack.
HOTE 1 : "0B30 : Lt. Col. Fuller directed me { Major Donald P. Boyer |
to take command of B/38 and B/B7, and to readjust the lina. At the
game time, 1 was told that Holland's Prov Emgr Co would be redesignatesd
as B/168, and that on its right A/168 (Capt. Maher) weuld go in the
line between Helland and Britctom.
1630 : * Helland reported to me, and told me that he considered the
Engr Lroops as being under my command. This gave me a little Task Force
of 4 companies. totallng approximately 450 men. 380 in the line,"
[ | BS3B (=-AT), BSBT, MG/HQ/3B, B/168, A/1ER) with a reszerve of 70
divided between 1/F/423 and H&S5/B1." (Task Force Boyer ))
" Personal Raport”, HNarrative of Major Bover
HOTE 2 : Lt. Colonel Fuller's Command : All the men of Task Force
Boyer plus A/38 (=AT),AS23 and B/23 (AIB) ., In Suppoart : AS3] { Tank
Battalien, 1/A/7814 ( Tank Destrover Battalion). Mortars/S38, AGSEQS38,
Al Ses S8BT,
BOTE 3 : "™ Fuller"s position had three chvious disadvantages : lack
of unit Integrity, for the Lroops had been committed plecemeal ; the
gap on the southern flamk ; The lack of depth. The lack of depth was
particularly serious for the men on the Frumerberg, since closs at
their backs the ground dropped off sharply - almost a bluff - which was
much like having a river bahlnd you.”
"A Time for Truspets...The Untold Etory of the Battle of the Bulge”
by Charles B. MacDonald former Capkain 2nd Infantsy Division
HOTE 4 : " At 1030, taking advantage of a lull, he { Majar Boyer ) was
leading an officers' patrol into the woods ahead. Jie wanted to ses the
scene of three vicious attacks of the day before. To Boyer's surprise,
under the camcuflage jackets of nineteen dead paratroopercs were the
shoulder straps with the Gothic "GD™ - the insiagne of the famous Gross
= Deutschland Diviszien, an outfit supposedly on the Russian front.®
U2 Army Armpor Bchool's " Defense of 2k, Vith [CONT...)
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WOTE § : ¥ In the combinad areas of B/3%, BfE7, and the Frov Engr Co
wa counted more than 200 dead.....Also we were able to make our first
idencifications :Fz Fus Regt. Gross Deutschland, { This Wwas unexpected
fFor ao far as I knew...{it) was & Panzer Div - one of the best as it
always provided the guard for Hitler's Hg in the fleld }...l&4th VGR

and 183d YGR ( 62d VG Div J...3d Pz Regt ( 2d Pz Div }."
" Parsonal Report " Rarrative of HMajor Boyer
WOTE 6 : ™ At no time during the day was enemy pressuce absent from

any portion of the divisions perimeter. It seemed that the Germans wers
saeking a "soft spot™; Lf they found one part of the line strongly
defended, they pulled back and tried anobther.”

US Army Armor School's " Defenszae of S5t. Vith ¥

20 DECEMBER, 1544

01 010 394 Stewart, Robart J. Cav. Capt. S5H-1620
LWA 20 Dec.,44 KIA 20 Dec., 44
1 EM MIA, 1 EM LHA; I EM LIA
Statlion ¢ 20 Dec.,44, 1 ML HE 85t. Vith, Belgium

RECORD OF EVENTS
Remained ln position as part of holding force agalnst snémy countar-
attack. One enemy prisoner takemn.
MOTE 1L : Information cbtained by Wesley Johnston [rom Genaral William
Enowlton concledes that Capt. Stewart was a beloved commander and a
favorite of Genaral Bruce Clarke. He had been wounded and he was
exhausted. Hiszs lst Sergeant Leonard H. Ladd became worried about him
and had him medically evacuated. The ambulance he wasy riding in was
ambushed by a tank. Lt. Stewart was killed and the ambulance covared
with debris. Due to the confusicn of the battlefield the fate of
Lt. Stewart was unknown to his troops. The sguadron got paperwork
auggesting that he was recuperating in the UK. His romainas ware not
discovered until sometime in January, 1945 when the Bmericans retook
5t. Vith., Sgt. Ladd identified his remains.
Ganeral William Knowlton To Wesley Johnston
Capt. Stewart shows on 25 Jan.,45 M.E. as DOW 20 Dec.,44.
MOTE 2 : * The line of Troop B was somewhat changed by a shift with
B/38 wherein B/f38 got all of their platoons on the left of BSET.
The angrs remained on the right flank.®
" 2gt. Joseph McHeon Combat Interview"
HOTE 3 : " Then 20 December B/fBT moved owver to the right of BS3R and
made contact with the 168th now on the right flank of BFfET7. B/ET held a
short line, not more than 150 Yards in length. The men ware dug in juat
past of the trail running south from Prumerburg. All of the positions
ware in hesavy wooda. There was no fileld of Fire."
" lsk. Sgt. Lecnard Ladd Combat Interview"
MOTE 4 : ™ 0530 : Patrols from B/38 and B/87 reported that "Jerry®
infantry, estimated company of 150-200 men, were moving through the
woods to the right of the Schonburg road in attack formations.”®
"Parsonal Report" Marrative by Major Boyer
MOTE 5 : ™ Cn the morning of 20 December the Americans defending St.
Vith held the easternmost position of any orgamized nature in the
center sector of the Ardennes battleground. The most advanced elements
of the German drive by this time were twenty-fiwe air-lipe miles to the

southwest of St. Vith.....As yet the enemy forces passing to the north
and soubth had falled to coalesce to the west of 5t. With. *
" The Ardennes : Battle of the Bulge " (CONT...)
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HOTE & : " On che morning of the 20th the defenders........had
identified a most intimidating collection of German units confronting
them, and to compound thelr trials, it was rumored thar enemy troops
had by-passed them and were in posseasion of towns far behind them...On
Manteuffel's aide, by December 20 he was already three days behind his
timetable. Apparent to the Americans were many telltale signs of his
determination to take St. Vith now - and guickly. The St. Vith
Americans already knew from captives that he had hit them with the 18th
apd &ind Volkagrenadier Divisions., and the 2nd Panrzer Grenadier
Begiment of the 1st Panzer Division | the Adolph Hitler Division ],
plus parta of the 116th Panzer Division. Now they were under pressure
from two identical regiments of the 560th Volksgrenadier Division and
parts of the Ind Panzer Division were golng right arcund them. 5t. Vikh
now became an extremely urgent target for the Germans because, in
addition Co denying them the road net, their high command now saw it te
be the * thumb in the throat " of their whole drive. If they didn't
bite it off it would choke them. It was the wadge splitting their 5th
and 6th Panzer Armies apart.”™ " Clarke of 3t. Vith "
HOTE 7 : " By early on 20 December it had become cbvious to the German
high command that their great offensive had no possibility of success
unless the St. Vith salient was promptly eliminated. Hith no
pessibility of a BPreakthrough north of Elsenborn, the II 55 Panzar
Corps could not operate unless it could be unleashed in the rear of Ehe
fmericen front lines. Increasing pressure was placed on General Lucht
to nok only energize his LEVI Corps to drive Ehrough S5t. Vith from the
weat. Alsc the LVIII Panzer Corpa, which had side alipped aouth, was
Lo turn north Eheough Houffalize, threaten the salient from the south,
and; 1if possible, encirecie it "
"Hitler's Last Gamble"by Trewvor H. Dupuy
MOTE 8 : 1540-161% : * Jerry® opened fire with his "burp guns" about
150-200 yards in front of "B™ Co and "B* Trp. At about the same time
15 mortar rounds dropped in the woods behind ua. Although we could
hear the Feldwebels "talking it up" among their squads, the "Krauts®
never closed and by 1615, all firing had ceased. Apparently "Jarry” had
hoped that we would disclese cur positions by prematurely opening fire,
but in this he was disappointed. For 2 days T had been emphasizing te
every man, &3 I made my rounds of the foxholes every morning just after
daybreak, that no ammunition could be wasted === that for every round
fired, a corpse must hit the ground ; that in che woods as we were,
fire should be held until the "Kraut™ was less than 25 yards away,"
"Parsonal Report" Marrative by Major Boyar
HOTE 6 : " By dusk the battle for 5t. Vith was approaching its crisis.
The 18th Velksgrenadiers and the Fuhrer Escort Brigade were clozing in
on the east ; the 62Znd Volksgrenadiers were on the south; and two
freah, eager panzer divisions, the 2nd and 9th 55, were closing in.
Originally slated Lo exploit Dietrich's expected break-through, Hitler
had ordered them shunted down to Manteuffel's sector. B mile east of
town Major Don Boyer was visiting the foxholes of his battered task
force of 450 men.,.There was little food, little ammunition, and
everyone felt the sharp pains of frostbite. But all were standing fast.
As Boyer was returning to his own dugout, seventy men sneaked inko his
lines from the east. They were the remains of Colonel Cavender's 423rd
Fegiment [ 106ck Infanctry Pivision }. Thesas exhausteéd sucvivors of the
Schnee Eifel were questioned, taken to the schoclhouse im St. Vith,
fad, and given beds."
¥ Battle : The Story of the Bulge " by John Toland [COMT...)

116)



MOTE 10 : " The following night , December 21-22, they were given a
position in the defensive line ( east of §t. Vith | where they fought
like men possessed.®™ ™ Clarke of 5t. Vith "

MOTE 11 : Like most of the Americans fighting to the East of 5t. Vith,
they did not geat out .

MSTE 12 : " By the end of the day prisoners from the fellowing German
divisions had been interrogated by the IPW Team of the Tth Armored
Division [enamy divisions listed in relatlve order of pesitions from
north to south ): lst 55 Panrzer Divisien, Gross Deotschland Brigade,
18th Volks Grenadier Division, 62d Volks Grenadier Division, Zd Panzer
Division, 560th Volks Grenadier Division, and 116th Panzer Divisicn.
Manteuffel had assigned the task of taking 5t. Vith to two infanktry
divisions of the é6th Corps; his failure to accomplish this in a
roasonable time had caused the commitment of additional troops from
both Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armias, "

U8 Army Armor School's " Defense of Bt. Vith "

WOTE 13 : = All during the night there was heavy tank movement
accompanied by mobor transpork,; ke our Horth, to the Horthwest, Lo our
Front, and South of us. After midnight the scunds of moving vehiclas
were almost continuous, and from 0l00 to 0330, there was a great deal
af eraffic ro our front where it sounded as if half-tracks and tanka
were laboring up a steep grade.”

"Parscnal Report" Harrative by Major Boyer

21 DECEMBER, 1344
39 722 268 Schwarte, Barnard A. Tec.S5 S55N=345 Barn 181%
WA 21 Dec..44 DOW 21 Dec.,d4d 76th Gen Hosp IDPF
3 EM LWA, 1 EM LIA
Station : 21 Dec.,44, 1ML MWE 5t. Vith, Belglum VEB7E8

RECORD OF EVENTS

Remained in position as part of holding force against ensmy attack.
MOTE 1 : " Although the battle had now ahaped into a great bulge, a
long American finger was stlcking inmto the German salient from the
rarthwest, Thisz was the 5t. Yith Peninsula. The currant slackening
action over much of the American battlefield was caused by this bulge
within the Bulge. The German High Command knew this finger had to be
severad before further advances were made, And so almost the full fury
of the Mazi offenaive was falling on St. Vith.™
" Battle : Tha Story of the Bulge" by John Toland
WOTE 2 : ™ The Germans slocted to attack with the forces deployed
against the northern and eastern faces of the salient with the main
affort from the east.” " Hitler's Last Gamble" by Trever N. Dupuy
HOTE 3 : ® In the dark they could hear German tanks and trucks massing
to the north, east, and south of the l0-mile diameter St. Vith defense.
Meanwhile dawn was rising, incredibly, on the fifth day of the defanse
of St. Vith, December 21st. If they could hold through the 2lst day of
December, they would have delivered the thres days requested to give
the Third Army time to attack... The 21st of December should be in all
Bmerican record books...The Germans wanted St. Vith at any price... At
1100 it happened. Stupefying artillery along the entirs CTCB front,

follawed by massive infantry assault,.. Large formationa of Gezman
tanks supported the German infankry and crunched deep into the U.5.
1ipesa..." ™ Clarke of Sk. Vith " [COMT. ..)

[17]



HOTE 4 : " 1180 : Patrol from B/E7 returned with the infeormation thak
an estimated battalion of infantry was advancing against our positions;
2 companies abreast, astride the Achonburg road.

1200-1315 : " FJerry” kept up an uncedsing series of infantry assaulks
against Foster and Higgina'(B/38] left platoon, making serong use of
Panzerfausts, but thelr efforts toe break through were unsuccessful.
B/HT and Higgins' right plateon were only lightly engaged.

1330 : The sxpected attacks against B/ET and the entire B/38 were
launched in forece. I estimated the assault troops to conslst of 2
battalions of infantry, each batfalion attacking on a narcow front with
2 companies abreast.

1345-1510 : The " Krauts " kept boring in, mo matter how fast we
decimated thelr assault squads... The men ware magniflcent

Whenaver a machine gun was silenced by having its crew killed off,
other men leapad from their holes to taks over the gun ......Artillery,
We were using it like mortars..... with almost no casualties because of
"ghorte ".(This was the 2Z753th AFA |. Frankly, I didn't see how our man
could stand this pounding without any cessation and no replacements

frnd always there were more Germans...Whare they ware all coming from,

I did not know but it looked as if battalion after battalion must hawe
bzan masaed up behind the criginal assault wavas.

1815 : Contact had been broken all along the front, and the Germans had
withdrawn. Quickly I dispatched orders to Higgina (B/38) Rogers, (B/8T |
(lse. Le., Charles W. Rogers Jr. replaced Captain Robere J. Stewart who
wag killed in actien 20 Dec. ) and Holland [ Engineers J..... Readjust
Iines,..redisteibute ammunition...get wounded out,...How mech time we
would have I did pot know,"®

" Parsconal Report" Warrative of Major Bover

HOTE 5 : " The German artillery began a preliminary bombardment. .
veedt wad punishing, Sceeaming rockets from MNebelwerfers added terror
to the fire and tore gaps in the line, and on the Prumerberg, where
mast of the foxholes were inslde the woods, tree bursts were desdly. "
" A Time for Trumpats "

124% :" I heard the " acreamlng maemia " batkeriea go off Lo our
front.....in came the worst hail of steel and screaming metal that I
hawve aver seen of heard. Back and farth, right and left, then back and
forth, and agaln right and left across our positions came the crushing,
thusping, tearing scream of steel followed by steel. Huge gashes were
cut in the logs over our' holes, and all around us we could hear the
crash of Lree tops and even of trees as the mercilesa hail of steal
swept and lashed through the forest. Again and again we heard the
anguished scream of scme man somewhere who had been hit, and vet all we
could do was cower in oer' holes with our backs against the forward
walls, hoping that we would not receive a direct hit. It seemed as if
our wery nerves were being torm ocut by the roots as che screaming metal

crashed around wus, Goming in with increasing and ever- increasing waves
of hideous sounds.

1550-1620 : Artillery added its dim to the heavy " screaming Meemle "
preparation....switching back and forth along the front and converging
on the center of the line in the vicimity of the Schonburg rpoad. After
1600, tha preparation definitely was concentrated agalnst BF3B and
B/87....This time the main effort was to be against us."™

¥ Parsonal Report " Harrative of Major Bover

{CONT. . . ]
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MOTE € : " As dusk was approaching, the shelling lifted to command
posts in the cear and to 5t. Vith, and Volksgremadiers all along the
line swarmed to the attack. Artillery of the 7th Armored Division and
of the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion responded with alacrity.
Germans fell left and right, yet others, constantly exhorted by their
non-cormissioned officers, continued to push forward. By the time night
fell , small groups of Germana ware behind the lina, roaming in the
rear, killing messengers, bringing command posts under fire. *

" A Tine for Trumpets "

MWOTE 7 : 1619 : " I could see the Garman infantry starting to come
through the woods...As I called " Heads Up " almost simultaneously the
avWful hail of steel was lifted from us and inte the woods to our rear.
1620-1700 : This attack followed the same pattern as the sarlier ones,
except that there was close support from tanks and RE's.....5till he
could not foree 2 breakthrough......0ur stubborn atand, howevar, was
beginning to show signs of weakening; gaps were appearing which we did
net have men to Eill. Had it not been for the deadly suppert of the
275th AFA, I feel certain that the "Krauts" would have forced a gap
gomewhere. " "Perscnel Report " Harrative of Major Boyer

WOTE B : " Lt, Col. Robert Erlenbusch, | Commander of the 3lst Tank
Bateallion and Bruce Clarke's nerthern flank | walked into his 5k. Vith
command post. Lieutenant Colonel Robert Rhea, of thea 23rd Battalionm,
talaphone to ear, beckoned him. " We juat got a frantic message from
Troop B of the E7th,” zaid Bhea. ™ They're getting a heavy attack from
infantry supported by tanks and assault guns."™ [ [ts pessible that chey
were out of coptact with the 38ch AIR, |

" Battla The Btery of the Bulge "

MOTE 9 : % 1908 : Jerry artillery and "screaming meemies™ stacted
coming in again. Onee more bhey started a systematic raking of our
entire area, and I knew that befere leng we would have tanks and
infantry on us.™ " Parsonal Repsrt™ Harrative of Major Boyar

WOTE 10 : ™ A heavy arty barrage began fallipg at about 1400. About
1600 an enemy patrol emerged from the woods to the front of Troop B but
thay were pushed away from the pesitions. Later at about 1730 or 1800
the enemy cama out of the woods across the fire lane for a second time,
but again they ware forced to pull back into the woods on the other
side. About 2030 enemy tanks could be heard coming down the Schonberg
road, and heavy firing was noted, Sgb. Ladd was sent by Lt. Reogers to
the 3dth Bn CF to cbtain information about the situation. The Co had
not been in contact with the 38ch for some tlme. Sgt., Ladd went Eo Ehe
CP but found that it had been moved. He then attempted to find the 23rd
Bn CP in St Vith, but by this time the enemy were in the town and house
hunting became somewhat dangerous. He then went to CCEB headguarters
where Ganeral Clarke Eold him the order to withdraw had boon sent out
through four or fiwve channels. The Sgt. then tried to recontact eicher
the moter pack oF Lt. Rogers from a radio at the CCE Headquarters, but
he waz unable to contact either of them. Ho further word has been
raecelved of Lt. Rogers or the mon of B/ET, ®

" Combat Interview" of S/8gt. Ladd

(CONT. ..}
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HOTE 11 : " Continued pressure was exerced by the enemy on all sections
of our line, with the main effort being made on the right flank of
B/23. A concerted tank Iinfantry drive finally penetrated the right
Clank of BSZ3 and at 1930 the enemy was behind BS23. Atkacks were
launched simultaneously along the Schonberg - St Vith road against

B/8T7 and from the NE against Af38., By 2000 ocur lines had been
penetrated in at least three points. The battle continued until
approximately 2200 when the Combat Commander..... issued the order to
withdraw the center of the line to the high ground W of St Vith."
Combat Command B After Actien Report

obtained and transcribed by Wesley Johnaten

WOTE 12 : A Forward Observer | probably from the 275th AFA, ASZ3Z had
4 F0 assigned from the 275th ) with A/23 was killed when he brought
fire in on his own positien in an effort te dastroy the tanks,

" Personal Report * Harrative of Major Boyer

HOTE 13 : " At 2000 the battle along the Schonberg road flared up
again. This was the end. Most of the American troops were killed or
captured so that only a conditional reconstruction of the Garman
breakthrough east of 5t Vith can ever be made. The American units
flanking the rosd had been badly under strength before the 21st, but
the lengthy and destructive barrage laid down by the enemy had caused
very severe casualties and shaken the defenders. Substained shelling
had alse destroyed all means of communicaticn, except by runner, and
lefr lirtle groups isclated and unable te support one another. Troop B
of the B7th Reconnaissance Sguadron and Company A of the Blst Engineeas
Combat Batctallion,... both directly in the German path....when the final
blew fell, Mo withdrawal orders reached the troocps now behind the
eneny. Some held where they were, some stampeded blindly through the
woods in search of an exit to the west. Of the force originally
commanded by Colonel Fuller In the eastern aector only some tws hundred
escaped and half of these had to be evacuated for wounds or
exhaustion.® ™ The Ardennes : Battle of the Bulge " by HNHugh Cole
HOTE 14 : *® Mot far east of St Vith, Baroen von Manceuffel, impatient
at the long siege, was exhorting his corps snd division commanders te
smash through the town and deive west., He had & grudging admiration for
the unexpected fight the dafenders of St Vith wire putting vp. An
artillery outfit [ it was the 275th ) was deing a pacticularly damaging
job. But the most troublesome unit, it seemed to him, waas a group of
British defending the eastern approaches. These troublesome "British®
were Coclonel W. H. G. Fuller's motlay collection of GIs. By now
Fuller's defenses were crumbling. Some of these survivors were
drifting te the rear. But almost half of them - those commanded by
Anstey and Boyer - were still in fromt-line pogitions,. ™

" Battle : Tha Stary of the Bulge" by John Toland

WOTE 15 : Genersal wearing of the line appeared at about 1BOO hours.
The artillery barrage was extremaly heavy and lack of our own artillery
{ possible shortage ? lwas felt extremely. Atc absut 2000 hrs the
entire line was bending and giving and braakthroughs of both tanks and
infantry came aboul that time. The forward CP was overrun and with
both tanks and infantry between our line and St. Vith the situation was
Yary grave.”

2011 : Infantry froem Lhe 106th ( 423rd Regiment ] which had
infiltrated through the German Lines back to us have been organized and
are being sent forwaerd to aid B/23.

§=3 Journal of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion (CORT...]
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MOTE 16 : " Back on the Prumerberg, despite the breakthronghs along
the southern flank and the main road from Steinebruck, there was still
&n American line in front of 5t. Vith. In between those two roads, the
infantrymen, cavalrymen, and engineers were still holding, along with
Ewo tanks guarding the other rosd from Schoenberg; and on the open
ground facing Wallercde, both Company A, 38th Armozed Infantry,
and Company A, 23rd Armored Infantry, slthough hard pressed, were stlll
intact. Insicde St. Vith, on the other hand, confusion was rampant. The
big Tigers, Volksgrenadiers clinging all cver them, were scon lumbering
down the steep hill along the highway, and aven though an occcasional
grovp of Americana and & tank destroyer or two tried to make a sktand,
nobody could held cut for leng. In the darkness, vehicles of all types
began streaming out of town toward the west, Aserican soldiers
clambering aboard on any available space." A Time for Trumpats"
KOTE 17 : ™ 2015-2115 : For an hour we kept the Schonburg road under
heavy machine gun and "bazooka™ fire..., the " Krauts” still kept
presaing forward to follew their tanks. We were unable to stop all of
them.... and we were paying a terrific price.
2200-2300 : .....the Fwd CP had been wiped out... at least 8 Panther or
Tiger tanks were in town. ..infankry were pouring into S5t Vith. L&.
Col. Rigga [ Engincers | and I then reported to Brig. Gan. Clarke,
using Shanshan's | 275th } FA FDC WET, " Read cut. At lsast B heawy
tanks and infantry in town. What are our orders 7" About 45 minutos
later, we received the following answer : "To Riggs or Senior
Officer present : Reform : save what vehlcles you can : attack to the
West through St. Vith : we are forming a new line west of town."”
2355 : When Gen. Clarke"s orders were announced to the assembled
Co. Commapders [ Higgins, Rogers, and Holland}, they insisted their men
were not in shape to launch the attack...I agreed with them, especially
when Regers confirmed through his Malntensnce Officer {(then in St.
Vith} that at least 8 - 10 heavy tanks were in the town. The decision
was made to " peel off" te the right...Rogers (B/A7) had 5 severely
wounded men who could not be moved. These ware to be left with an aid
man who volunteered to stay with them, and in the morning he would tey
to surrender himself and them to & German medic. ( Personally I
[ Major Boyer ) was dubious af thls arrangement, but there was nothing
glse we could do.) Rogers was to crder his Malntenance Qfficer who had
“B" Trp'a wvehicles in the RR yards in 8t. Vith to deatroy such wehiclas
as he could not man with & crew, and to attack through the town and
Fagaln the lines being formed Wesb of 5t, VWieh. ! Frs noe clesar Iif che
men at the vehicle park ever received this message or if communicaticn
wis aven poagibile at this tlme ) We learned that ehe Prum road was out
and the "Jerries" had been pouring tanks and infantry up the road into
§t. Vith and Westward for mora than 2 hours."
" Personal Report" Warrative of Major Donald Boyer
HOTE 18 : " Throughout the 2lst and until 2200 that night tha linas
held agalnst continuous assault of infantry, supported by heavy
artillery and " screaming meemie" concentrations of unprecedented size
and duration. Large formations of enemy tanks joined in the assault
and smashed their way into the lines, where they blasted the defenders
from their foxholes with point=-blank tank fire. Time afrer time, the
German infantry were forced to withdraw under the aimed short-range
Fire of the gallant infantrymen, engineers, tankers, reconnaissance
Croops, and obhers who stood thelr ground and inflicked huge losszes
upon the attacking formations. Even the heavy-tanks were forced to
withdraw, [COMT. ..
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leaving destroyed hulks, battered amd burning, in their wake. On that
day, khe men of the Tth armored [ and attached units af the 10&ch
Infantry) performed individeally and collectiwvely, repested deeds of
heroiam ; soldiers not only engaged in hand-to-hand combat with the
German Infantry, but alse destroyed GCerman tanks with bazookas and
grenades. Still the Germans attacked."

Us Arnmy Armor Schecl's " The Defense of St. Vith "

HOTE 19 : " S5gt. McKeon, having taken ill, was sent to the motor park
at 5t. With. Shortly after 1800 he received orders from Lt. Rogers that
he and his 34 men were to stand fast until further orders were given.
Shorkly after, Sgt. McKeon noticed a German tank approaching 3t Vith
from the E. The tank took up a position on top of the BR owverpass and
from there bagan to throw shells into the tewn., Two American TD's
engaged the tank and a sharp fire fight kteook place. The TD's finally
moved back and the enemy tank remained on top of the bridge. About an
hour after the fire fight an enemy patrol of about nine men came deown
thru the RR yards from the K. The vehicles of B/ET were along the
tracks near the BRE station. This patrol was beaten back by the crews
of the vehicles. ©During the evening twoe other patrols also came

inte the wyardas, but neither succeeded in penetrating the wehicle park.
Radio contackt was once again established with Lt. Regers who reported
that all was guiet and that the men were to remain with theic vehicles
until further word from him. Shortly after another German tank came
inte view, this time to the M aof the vehicle park. The [lrse

tank was still on the bridge. Thus both ends of the park wers
blocked, ™ "Sgt, McKaon Combat Interview"™

22 DECEMBER, 1944

31 083 BEEé PBeznier, Geacrge A. Pve. S5N=T45 Born 1920
36 813 357 Stancel, Franklin Cpl. SEH-653
MIA 22 DEC. ,44 DaD 22 Daz. ,44

HOTE : Information obtained by Wesley Johnston states that Pve. Bernier
and Cpl. Stancel's remsins were discovered In a4 common or mass grave

| possibly covered over foxholes ) on The Prumerberg, a ridge east of
St. Vith, where B/E7 was dug in 43 part of the defenss of the town.

31 041 437 Sawicki, Francis L. Pve. SEN=-345

MIA 22 Dec.,d44 Do 22 Dac., 44 aaa Ol Apr.,d45 M.R.

35 T3 599 VWheeler, Faul C. Tea. 5 SSN=T45 Born 1920
MIA 22 Dec.,d4 oD 22 Dec. 44 ged Ol Apr..45 M.H.

HOTE : According to Tec.5 Wheeler's IOPF he died at St. Vith, Belgium
on 22 Dec.,44. He waz originally buried on 11 Fab.,45 in the Milltarcy
Cemetery at Foy, Belgium. At that time Pvt. Sawicki was buried next to
him which might suggest that they died at the same time and that thelr
remains were discovered at the same time,
36 118 06% Lehrbass, Howard W. Sgt. S5KN=532 Born 1916
MIA 22 Dec.,44 KIA 22 DEC. 44 See 25 Jan.,45 M.ER.
NOTE : Place of Death: 5t. Vith, Balgium Cause of Death : G5W Abdosmen
Recording to Tec.d Jack Murray, Sgt. Lehrbass was accidentally killed
by friendly fire, inm the vicinity of the Railway Staticn &t St. Vith,
by & member of the 106th Diwision . He was taken ta the sub-basement of
the Ballway Station. At the time that Tec.4 Jack Murray entered the
sub=bagsement Sgt Lehrbass had already died, Tec.d Murray dossp't know
at what location the Sergeant was shot before being taken there. The
soldier who shot him was there, with several other men, and he was
extromely distraught. ORI « . }
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15 101 326 Predovia, Pater .J. Taa.5 EEM-T33 Born 1913
MIn 22 Dec. . 44 DOD 0% Feb. 45

MOTE : Died as & POW at the hospital of Stalag ZA, prisoner of war
camp, Neubrandenburg, Germany of cerebro-spinal meningitis. IDPF.
MISSING REPORT : " Troop B, B7th Cav. Rcn Sg. Mecz., was dug in
defensive position on high ground in wooda approximately 1 1/2 miles
East of S5t. With, Belgium, under command of 1st Lt. Charles W. ROGERS
successor to Capt. ROBERT J STEWART who had been wounded and evacuated,
Troop had remained in position and held line for [ive days. OUm 21 Dec.
1944 at 1600 the enemy made an attack on Troop B's position and the
attack was repulsed as was another attempt to break through at 1730
same date. However at approximately 2030 on that date it is known that
the enemy launched attacks on friendly troops on either flank of Troop
*R" snd infiltrated the lines, The last communication that was made
with the troop commander was at approximately 2400 and at that time the
troop was still in position and reported things as quiet in their
immediate section; however at that time Che enemy was to the rear of
the troops position in such force that it was impossible teo reach them
by runner and radic communication was lest. The fate of the men who
ware in that position is unknown as none of them who were there at that
time have been sesn or heard from, except by radio communication, since
2400 on 21 Dec. 1944. It is known that the enemy infiltrated friendly
lines and it is very apparent that the troop was surrounded by enemy
forces. Men weare dropped as MIA 22 Dec. 19344.7

i3 055 124 Jarratt, Jamas L. Tec. 5 55H=733
MIA 22 Dec. 44 poD 02 April, 1945 IDEF
MOTE ! Place of Death : Near Duderstaft, Germany

Tec.5 Jarratt died as a POW on one of the forced marches between prison
camps at the end of the war. The Germans had apparently agreed to take
him to a hospital but it is not known if they ewver dad. It is thought
that ke had pneumonia at the time he was last seen. His remains were
recovered, sometime prior to 05 June 45, in an isolated grave near
Cuderatadl, Germany.
32 a0 103 Wriglay, Geocffrey 5. Sgt. SSH-B52 Borm 1922
MIA 22 Dec. 44 pob 08 April, 45 IDFF
HOTE : It appears that Sgt. Wrigley's remains were never recoverad. It
is likely that he died as a POW on one of the forced marches betwaen
prison campa at the end of the war. The Gth Armored Division, involwed
in the libaration of priscners, reported that he died near Bad Sulza,
Germany at 0300 hours, 08 April, 1945, and was buried by hoapital
authorities there. This, however, was never confirmed as 5gt. Wrigley's
remains were not found there. S/Sgt. John H. Liebel was contacted by
the Army in 1951 regarding the fate of Sgt. Wrigley. He stated that 5gt.
Wrigley died on a march between prison camps in either March or hAprill,
1945. He believed it was near Gorlitz, Germany. He was not aware that
Sgt. Wrigley cdied in a BOW hospital, but he sald he could have been
taken to ane after he died.
HOTE : It is not known Lf any of the above men were ameng the severely
wounded men left with the aid man on the Frumerbarg.
1 EM LWR, 69 EM MIA Including all men listed above , 3 O MIA
STATION : 22 Dec.,44, Vicinity of 5t. Vith, Belgium

[ COWT... 1
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RECORD QOF EVENTS
Tr was srill in position as part of holding ferce against enemy attack.
Enemy infiltrated friendly troop lines both on right and left flank.
Ho communication with Tr was possible and Tr was cur off. Sg runner
could not contact them. Fate unknown.

WOTE 1 : At the Vehicle Park : " Ro further word was received from
LY. Rogers. Finally about 0500 the Sgt. decided that something had
goene wrong. He could pot contack Lt. Rogers... so he decided to

withdraw his men from the town which by then seemed to be quite
definitely in German hands. The men formed into a column and began to
move North along the East side of the tracks. Said the Sgt. "It was
dark and snowing like a bastard.™ They wandered up the tracks to about
B5688E where they spotted another column of American soldiers. Therze
was 4 moment of indecision, when the respective groups wWers not Jure
whether they were friend or fee, but identification was finally
@stablished and the two groups want on together. They scon ran into a
third group of men, this time from C/B7. The three groups, totaling
about 100 men im all, finally came intc the assembly area of the 57th
Eo the W. of 8t. With." "Combat Intarview" of Sgt. MoKeon
WOTE 2 : ™After 1300 I was 8o heavily embroiled in the fighting
within my own sector that I had no further knowledge of the general
picture. Despite our standing there and Lossing back attack after
attack, by 2200 German tanks had blasted their way through the center
of the line and were entering 5t. Vith, and those few men who were
still alive, darzed from almost 12 hours of continuous pounding by the
artillery , rocked by 12 hours of ceaseless attacks by owverwhelming
forcea of infantry, supported by heavy concentratlons of Panther and
Tiger tanks ; and almost unnerved by 5 days of constant cembat with no
aleep, little food, and suffercing from frost bite ==-were forced ko
break up into small groups of 5 - 10 men mach in an attempt to regain
friencdly lines by infiltration.™ "Snow had been falling for more than
an hour and gave every indication of being knee deep by morning.
Progreas was slow. Men were experiencing difficulty keeplng up. Moce
than half were wounded in varying degrees. The snow was getting deeper
and deeper and as the gray light of dawn began to coma up we still were
not across the Prum road. It wes then T issued orders to destroy all
personal weapons to break up into small groupa and to infiltrate our
way to our forces fighting somewhere in the west."
"Farscnal Report” Harrative of Major Boyer
WOTE 3 : ™ By evening ( 21 December ) the Cermans were building up
their inktensity and were starting to break through on both our flanks.
By about midnight we'd lost communication om both flanks with the two
units soc we knew we were being completely isolated. We could then, in
the dawns light, see that all the roads leading into 5t. Vith were full
of Garman troops who were concentrating on and going through St. Vith.
We obviously could pot counterattack. 1 actempted, &t that time, to
split them up inte patrols =0 they could attempt to Work their way back
chrough to the frierdly Lines, the U.8. lines. We started twoc of these
patrols out and watched both of them captured and shortly there after I
¥Waa captured with the remainder of the group.”
" Graat Battles of World war IT...The Battle of S5t. Vith.. Lt. Col,
Thomas Rigge Jr. ™

[ DONT... 1
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MOTE 4 : ™ By morning the full extent of the price which the 38th AIB
had paid for ita atand began te be realized. There were no Assault
gun, nor Mortar , mor Machine Gun Platoons --- neither men, nor
vghicles, nor weapons. "A™ and "B"™ COa conalsted each of the Antitank
Flatoons plus the C0's half=tracks with their drivers. Of the attached
Lroops, the picture was even "blacker" if such were possible. There
was no AS23, and only 1 platoon from BSA23. "B" Tep had ceased to axist,
as had the 2 Frov Engr Cos. The only "bright spot®™ was at 1200, when
A3l was discovered to be fighting with CCB of the 3th Armored, with
whom they had joined forces after fighting their way cut of 5t. Vith.
Throughout the meorning various men worked their way back through the
linaes, but their numbers were pitifully few, and most of them came from
A/38 and AF23." " Ppereonal Repoare" Harrative of Majar Boyer

HOTE 5 : Major Boyer was alsoc taken prisoner later that day.

HOTE & @ Troocp B was the first unit of the Tth Armared Division to
arrive at B&. Vith. They wera sent, upon arriwal, teo asaist the
Englneees of the 10&6th Divisien who ware to the saste of the town. They
were attached to the 38th Armered Infantry Battalion and became part of
Major Donald Boyer's Task Force and, as part of Combat Command B, held
the town for 5 days before being cut off and surrounded the night of
21-22 Dec.1944. The men on the Rldge were all killed or captured. Most
of the men at the Vehicle Park managed to escape. They had to leave

the Troops wehicles as the Germans by then controlled the town and had
blocked ocff both ends of the wvehicle park with banks. Tec.4 Jack Mucray
describes walking along the railrcad tracks, in the dark, in the
heawily falling snow. The men could see the flashes of light from the
Garman artillery firing from thea saszkt and the American arkillery firing
from the west. They came upon a group of soldiers from ancther troop,
joined forcea and walked cut together, finally reaching friendly lines.
They had gone ints the line on 17 Dec. with 5 Officers and 135 Enlisted
Men. They noWw numbered 46 and had no Officers. They would have to
build another Troop B.

Combat Command B, of which Troop B was a part, was awarded a
Presidential Unit Cltation Ffor :his action.

" During the pericd In which the American troops were in 5t. Vith, Ehe
weather was such & strong a atreng ally of the Germana that American
planes wera not seen for the entire period.™

"Clarke of St, Vith...Thse Sargeant's Caneral"

" Without control of the communications center of St. Vith, focal point
of five main highways and three rail lines, the enemy's ammored
infantyry and supply columns were all practically immobilized. The
rugged, hilly terrain of the Ardennes, heavily forested, permitted no
croga=countey mavement. The few columns that were able to move,
gtruggled along muddy, cratered, narrow secondary roads. Traffic was
jammad bumper-to-bumper for miles from the erlginal point of departure
and provided excellent targets for friendly artillery and fighter
bomberas,. The salient of 5t. Vith not only threatened the whole of Fifth
Fanzer RArmy's northern flank, but continued to prevent the movement of
ixth 5.5. Panzer Army. This afforded the First U.5. Army sufficient
Eimg €0 bring up the reinforcements to a new defensive line.®

"First U.B. Arsy Report of Operations" guoted from "Clarke of 8&. Vith"
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" Two of the most important tactical localities on the sighty-eight
mile front held by the VIII Corps in the Ardennea Forest, at the
beginning of the Battle of the Bulge, December 16, 1944, were Bastogne
and St. Vith. Through these localities were the road nets, which, if
held, would disrupt the plan of any aggressor. Bastogne was an
important communications center and was worth the gamble made for its
defense. Its garrison wrote a brilliant chapter in history by denying
the locality te the enemy ; therefore, much of the comment pertaining
ta the Batile of the Bulge has centered arcund this important terrain
feature. This fact has caused many teo lose sight of the importance of
St. Vith and the gallant stand made for its defense by elements of
Corps troops, by remnants of the 106th Division, and by €C3 of

the Tth Armored Divisien........ -

Lt. General Troy H. Middleton, Commanding General VIII Corps in Europe
"Forewasd,, .The US Army Armor School's...The Defense Of St. Vith,
Belgium™

The Defense of S5t. Vith, recognized by Germans and Allied commanders
dalike a3 a turning peint in the Battle of the Bulge, went almost
unrecognized in the American press, being overcome by the story of the
encircled Eroops at Bastogne... Held up six dava longer than their
timetable allowed, forced to detour arcund this vital road met, both
Mantouffal and Dietrich felt the effacts of Ehis defepse., Manteuffel
could have, he stated, gone to the aid of Dietrich's imperiled 1 55
Fanzer Division, and probably again opened a hole for the onrushing
panzers had he been able to get through St. Vith ; Dietrich, in turm,
would not have boan forced to detour his second wave completely around
this horseshoe, and could more qulickly have brought his power to bear
further to the west, HNeither the Ambleve River line nor the subsequant
#VI1l Corps line extending to the west could have been formed without
this prior delaying action, which allowed the First Army line to form
up, at least in partial preparedness, before the Germana burst into
their midst. That these troopa stood alone, unaided, uninformed, and
unprepared is testimony enough, and added te the true importance of the
stand is the fact that four of the six regiments in the ring were
armored, notoriously weak in infantry troops, deésigned more for
expleiting enemy weaknessas rather than for defense. A standard
armored division has only 3 batralions of infantry, ( the eguivalent
of) slightly less than & normal infantry regiment , of which there are
three in an infantry division,”

"The Battle of the Bulge"...Abridged version of Dark Decambar

by Robert E. Marriam
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¥ Manteuffel latar Eold the American historian Bobert Merriam :

" I wanted to have St. Vith on December 17. Although I had expected
that Bastogne would be defended, I did not ehink thak the Amsricans
would be able to defend St. Vith." So the Germans were now Five days
behind schedule, their Armored divisiens wers marking time &nd their
supply echelons were piling up on top of sach other ; they took two
further days teo deal with the American remnants betwaen S5t. Vith and
Vielsalm. All this can be put to the credit of the defense of St.
Vith. It had gained the time necessary to establish U.S. First Army on
4 new line, behind which the British reserves ware moving into
position. There was still plenty of punch left in the Garman
offensive, but the "Battle of the Bulge® legend gives too much credit
to the defenders of Bastogne at the expense of those of St. Vith.
Without the latter Bastogne could prebably not have been held, for
Manteuffel would quickly have widened the gap and outflanked the Allies
as they moved up to contain the German salienc. *

" Hitler's Last Camble ™ by Jacgues Kobecourt

Translated from the French by R.H. Barry

GERMANY
03 April, 1945
J2 228 510 Blecher, Sslomon H, Tec.4  S5H-G48
Dy ta KIA
36 &T7H 53R Bmith, Travis L, Pvi, H8M=-345 BORN 1926

trfd te 67th Evac Hosp, LMA, LD, Battle DOW 10 Apr.,d45
STATION : 02 Apr.,45 Medebach, Germany
STATION : 02 Apr.,45 Medebach, Germany

RECCRD OF EVEMTS
Tr wery active during the day. 1st platoon held road block at 692867,
then esatablished other road blecks at 678906 and at 686906. 2D platoon
ran patrols fr 692867 and GAGETT. Established road blocks at 670905
and ran patrols fr Medalon to Nesborn, 3rd platoons held road block at
678871 until 1100 then maintained liaiscn between 415th regt and CCYA".
At 1800 3rd platocn was atchd to Task Force Dalley in wicinity of
Kustelberg, Germany. Tr Hg remained in same area. Grid Zome, Nord De
Guerrea.
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87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized

TROOF C
FEANCE
25 August, 1944
36 036 555 Qlesen, Albare Tac.5 E5M=TaT
Anove EM dy to MIA 25 Aug., 44 see 2B Aug.,d4d M.R. DOD ?
STATION : 24 Aug,.,44 1 1/2 mi. E. Seine Port, France

STATION ¢ 25 Aug.,44 1/4 mi nocth Voisenon, France

RECORD OF EVENTS
Two platoons engaged about a regiment of infantry with anti-tank
weapons &t Lisussaint | Melun Map . sheet 6lw 013042). Qur leossas
1 EM 5HA, 3 EM LWA, 3 armored cars lost. 7 Germans believed killaed.
Troop Headguarters at Nandy until troop was ordered toa jaln Squadron
Headgquarters at 1/4 mi north of Voisenon [ Melun map sheal &lw OLI03E)
and bivouaced for the night. Weather fair, morale good.

06 SEPTEMBER, 1944

14 i 171 Cooper, Dawid PvE. S5M=-607 Barn 1922 M5,
Dy to MIA 06 Sepb.,44 listed on 09 Sepkt.,44 M.R. Hot aon POW List.
J2 24B TO6 Daniels, Theodore Tec.5 BEEN-TT& Born 1911

Dy to trfd to 32D Evacuation Hosp SWA LD Battle. DOW 07 Sept.,d4
1 EM 5WA, 5 EM LWA, 1 EM LIA
STATION © 05 Sept.,d44 & miles sast Verdun, France
STATION : 006 Sept.,dd Vernaville, France

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr left bivouvac &€ miles east Verdun and jd 38cth Armd Inf Bn Ffor & Ren
in force. MAll atch Units scarted on mission at 0315 and procéesdad an
mission until enemy was encountered at Briey. They were Inf and tanks.
The enemy wad driven bDack without loss te our units. HBldch TO
destroyed 1 enemy tank. Enemy was again encountered at 5t. Ali and
Frabnvilla, 74-66 Chalons - Mancy Map, sheet § %, Heavy machine gun
and mortar fire epcountered. 1 EM SWA, 5 EM LWA, 1 EM LIA. All units
wWware withdrawn and CCA asasumed Attack, Tr bivouac at Verneville, 74-62
Chalens-Hancy Map Sheet § 9.

13 SEPTEMBER, 1944
14 040 171 Bonkar, Ray  Fvt. 55NH=345
Dy to DOW LD Battle 13 Sept.,44 Listed on 14 Sepr., 44
1l EM SWA, 2 EM LWA
STATION : Malmalscn, France
STATION : Malmaison, France

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr remaineéd in position at Malmaison 015-433 Map Frankriech 1/25,000
and aant out patrols to contact the enemy. MHo enemy encountered but
mortar fire landed on cur positions. Weather clear, morale fair.
"B" Tr moved on our left and "A™ Tr on our right Front.
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HOLLRND
05 October, 1944

34 441 758 Cotten, Quinktan A. BvEe. EEM=T45 BORN 1521
35 273 963 Wrana, Louis F. Tac.5 S5M=733 BORN 1916
Bbowe 2 EM KIA & Oct.,4d listed on 06 Oct., 44 M.ER.

STATION : 04 Qct,, 44 &/10 mile south west St. Antonis, Holland QETO39
STATION : 05 Dck. .44 &/10 mile 5.%. St. Antonis, Holland QETO38

RECORD QF EVENTS

Tr Bg remained in bivouac. 20 Lt Storm LWA by artillery fire ak
0600, Platecns remained on road patrols reconnoitaring assigned areas.

Meijel
27 OCTOBER, 1944
01 012 409 Cooka, Carl F. 1et. LE. 5EN=1620
32 2731 B3l Lataavish, Stanley Cpl. S8N=60T Bora 1914

Above 2 EM dy Lo MIA 27 Dot. 44 sgee 30 Dct.,d44 M.RE. DOD 27 Ooc. ,dd
1 EM SWA, 2 EM LWA, 2 EM MIA not including Cpl. Latcavich
STATION : 26 Oct.,44, Meijel, Holland QET1Q7
STATION : 27 Gct.,d44, 3 HMi. H.W. Meijel, Holland QE&GHOE

RECCRD OF EVENTS
Germans lald down actillecy on Meldjel about 0615, After artillecy
barrage, Inf was cbserved coming. RAll available men defended the town
until orders were to withdraw. Tr, with help of Tr "B": thias 5q, tried
to retake town. 48th Armd Inf moved up to defend our ferward position.
Enemy known to have Inf, AT guns,and tanks. Weather cloudy, Morale poor
HOTRE 1 : ™ Tha merning of 27 Oetober was cloudy ;@ a heavy fog limlted
vigibility to about 50 yards. At about 0610 heawy enemy shelling
comeenced along that portlion of the divislon sector held by the BT7th
Reconnaissance Sguadron. Our troops ln the area were alerted Lo expect
&n actack. A P&Itiw’.‘uldrl'ﬂ‘ strong concentration was directed agalnat the
town of Meiiel, headguarters of Troop ©. At 0710 there came a lull in
the [iring, and at about 071F a Gearman officer of the 9th Fanzer
Division Stood up and shouted orders. AL his command, enemy Lroops
gatimated at company atrcength, atcod up and began Lhe attack.
Concurrent attacks were lauvnched agalinst Troop A on the right or
acuthern flank of the aquadren assctor and against Troap D on the north
«.Bot the mainm thrust that first day was against Meijal. Troop C...held
app B0OO yard zone,...The 3 ren., platoons cutposted thea fronk wikth nina
posts, each having =ix e elght men, a machine gun and in seme cases a
mortar. Meijel itself waa occcupled by the Hg platosn and a platcon of
tWo assault guns. During his barrage the enemy had =managed to pass
betweaen the outpoats without detectioh. Our troopa in Maijel held
their fire as the snemy advanced until he was within 30 Yards. Then
all the defenders, Iincluding assault gun squads, opened fire at point
blank range. The first and second waves of the enemy, except for those
few men who were able to [ilter arcund the flanks, were almoat all
killed or wounded. The third wawve advanced throwlng hand grepades,
aver=ran the local cutposts and galned the houses from where they
apenad Flre with amall apms. Meanwhile the flank platosns had been
callad in from their outpost positions, but in the face of the heawy
fire che croop commander declded to withdraw and save the wehieclas.
The Morthern flank platoon was cut off frem the main boedy of Troop C
but managed to circle around and join foreces with Troop B, the sguadron
reserve, as it moved forward."
" Battle of the Canals , Oparaticns of the Tth Armored Division "
by Lt. Eobert E. Marrias, Obtained and Transcribed by Wesley Johnston.
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HOTE 2 : " The night of October 26/27 was a guiet ona-ominously guiet.
The morning dawned without the sun being able to lift the fog that
limited wisibility to less than 50 yards. At 0615 the dormant sector
suddanly erupted in a 40-minute artillery preparation. Then they came,
the Germana. Under fog and artillery they had crossed the Deurne
Canal and the Noorder Canal at several spots, leoming up in front of
the American CUtposts. . ....materializing, as it were, out of nowhere.
in three successive waves they stormed the American lines, nok caring
about their losses...the third wave... broke through and reached the
houses of Meyel. The Americans were forced to withdraw. .,

At DE30 the place was in German hands. Meyel had been defended by a
company made up of only two platoons : Treop C of the widely dispersed
B7th Reconnaissance Squadron. Juat west of Meyel, what was left of
this weak detachment linked up with Troop B, held in reserve till then.
The commanding of[icer Lt. Colonal Vincent Boylan..... placed two
companies | troops )supported by nine light tanks on either side

of the road from Aaten to Meyel. He himsel? stood in the middle of the
road and shouted to his men " Come on...... « Lhey can't hit you.

Hove! ] want to see a few Krauts bite che dust!®,

" The Forgotten Battle ™ by A. Korthals Altes and N.K.C.A. In't Veld.
SEE ALSQ : Troop P and Company F 27 Oct. 44

06 WOVEMBER, 1544
36 624 507 Ladwig, Edward A. Pfe. SER-60T
dy to KIA 06 Hoaw. , 44 zee 07 Hov.,44 H.ER.

12 073 783 Slocum, Jamas E. Fvt. 55R=607 Borm 1914
dy to KIA 06 Mov.,dd
i1 EM LHA

Scatien : 05 Mow., 44 Vicinity of OCapel, Holland QEGS503
Station : 06 Nov,.,44 1/2 Mi. S5.W. Ospel, Holland OQEGS02

RECORD OF EVENTS
Te Hg moved te 1/2 Mi 5W Ospel, Holland. Patrols and outposts were
tha same. 2d platoon wenk on patecol and hit enemy minsa. 1 EM, KIA,
2 EM, LWA. AP mines were alsc present. Weather fair, Morale good.
HOTE: There were four EM listed as LWA on the 06 Nov M.R., Pfc Ladwig
was not one of them. Pvt. Slocum 1z listed as KIR on the OF Nov., M.E.
information furnished by Mike O'Hara, son of Sgt. William O'Hars, who
was wounded that day, suggests that Sgt 0'Hara was endagad in clearing
a mine field when a peep hit a mine. Sgt. O'Hara waa laft for dead and
later discovered by the men who came to recover the bodies, who
realized he was still alive when they saw him blink. It is likely but
not certain that Pfe. Ladwig and Pvt. Slocum were that the peep.

(30]



ST. VITH, BELGIUM

The Morthern Flank

17 December, 1944
STATION : Recht, Belgium VE7994

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr left Schaesberg, Hoelland at 0345 and kraveled by GMT to new area akb
Recht, Belgium. Distance traveled 20 miles. Weether rain, Moralas good.
MOTE 1 : FThe B7th Cav Ben Sqdn minus Troop B was sent ko the HE of
5t. Vith in the Wallerode area to contact the 14th Cav. Group and to
protect and screen the left flank . Later that evening it was learned
that the 14th Cav Group had withdrawn to Recht and beyond, and that
Bern was not hald, "
Headquarters- Combat Command B - After Action Hepert ...
ebtained and transcribed by Wesley Johnston
WOTE 2 : " Company arrived vicinity St. Vith im the late afterncon.
That evenling the company wWwas immediately put into the line, lst platocn
commanded by Lt. Richard S Oaksford, from the CR at Hunningen 300-400
yards to the RR ; 3rd platoon under Lt. John H. Mullikan from the right
flank of the first platoon to the woods at B52301, and the second
platoon commanded by Laverne L. Prill from the H. edge of the woods
swinging 5. along the edge of the woods teo contact Troop A.®
Captain Denald L. Johnson Combat Interview given to Lt. Robart Marriam,
08 January, 1945 . Obtained by Wesley Johnston.
WOTE 3 : "The head of the Squadren column arrived there { at Recht ) at
1030...by 1200 The CP was set up. Troop B had pushed on threugh to the
East. Troop C blocked approaches from the North. Troop C was diverted
ko the Morth to counter & ??7threat, and occupled the ridge-line
running generally east from Hunningen, then South with a roadblock on
the Heppenbach road. The Troop tled in with the 38th Infantey ( AIS)
at this pointc.”
87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized After Action Report

18 Decambar, 1944
BTATION ; Hunningen, Belgium WVFPE590

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr moved ahead to St Vith and set up defensive uvnits with friendly
outfits and held German ccunter attack. Weather cloudy with rain.
Morale good.
NOTE 1 : "™ At 0800 approximately 100 enemy infantry men and from 5-7
tanks (Mark IV] Came W on the road from Wallerode to Hunnlngaen. The
German infantry were in front of the tanks from 50-70 yards. The second
platoon, &t the approach of the enemy force, drew 8 into the AJET area.
The 3rd platoon fired at Lhe enemy infantry forcing them te deploy and
bring up thelr tanka. Than as the enemy tanks came Llnto position the
platoon withdrew down the road to the W. Two armored cars were left
bahind when they would not start. The first platcon maintained its
ground, firing at the enemy as he approached. However the eneamy
infantry came around to the N of the first platocon and forced it to
pull back to the CR. The ron sectien under 5/5gt Horbert H. Zimmerman
pulled back to the W of the intersection while the rest of the troop
withdrew toward S5t. Vith, to vicinicy B46394 where & new defensive line
was astablished.”
Captain Donald L. Johnson Combat Interview R, Merriam ( CONT ... )
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WOTE 2 : " At dawn 40 or 50 Ger=man infantrymen attacked the 3rd platoon
of Traop C on the ridge East of Hunningen. A firefight ensued and the
enemy was reinforced by more infantry supported by tanks. The 3rd
platoon fell back on Hunningen and as the enemy pushed cn to the
crossroads, Sergeant Norbert H. Zimmerman took part of the lst plateon
and set up on the high ground 300 yards Southwest of the town, while
the remainder of the platoon with the Troop Headquarters and 3rcd
platoon retired about 400 yards along the road ta 5t. Vith, and set up
a defensive position behind buildings aleng the road. Later these
elements fell back about 300 yards farther and established a line on
the high ground astride the road. From the high ground near Hunningsn,
enemy tanks threatened the Siuadron CP to the South of them, and the CP
moved West to & polnt just short of Rads, whera word was received thar
the enemy was in Recht and Poteau having thus cut the road to Veilsalm.
At 1000 the Troop C line was reinforced by a platosn of light tanks
from Co Fy commanded by Lieutenant Good, and at 1100 a company of
mediums from the 3lst [TB) arrived. These tanks drove back the enemy
tanks, and when a company of Tank Destroyers arrived around noon, the
madiums left to updertake a neaw mizsion EBast of 5t Vith. The Tank
Destroyera which arrived to support Troop C had the mission of rataking
the high ground around Hunningen, and after a coordinated attack

Troop C reestablished the old line through Hunmingen with Tank
Destroyers in suppor:.™ 87th Cav Ron 3g Mecz After Actiocn Heporct.
WOTE 3 : " About 1100 & friendly tank destroyver column came up from
§t. Vith and engaged the enemy tanks. Both sides suffered hits, but
the eneay column finally withdrew. The Tank Destroyers of the 8llth TD
Bn, 9th Armored Division had been ordered to seize and hold the high
greund vicinity TROOP A. After the enemy column turned around the TD's
went back. Captain Johnson said he thought highly of the fighting
qualities of the TD unit. When the German column had disappeared the
Ren men worked their way back inte their original positions in
cecordination with a portion of C/31 which emerged to the W of Hunningen
and drove due E." Captain Donald L. Johnscn Combat Interview R Merriam
HOTE 4 : Four 40mm Anti-tank guns were also moved up in suppert, plus a
L05em Self-propelled howltzer and a platoon from the 23rd Armored
Infantry Battalion that happened Le be occupying & position neazby.

By 1800 however,; only C/B7 was left, and about this time Company C 3lst
Tank Battalion arrived and moved In on the left (West] flank.

87th Cav Ron 8q Mect After Action Report

WOTE 5 : "At 180800 Dec 44 the enemy began an attack from the NE and E
towards St. Vith. Twe Med Tk Co's from the 14th Tk Bn, 9th Armd Div
apd A/811 TD Bn were sent Lo reinforce the 87th Cav Ren Sqdn line. B/31
attacked Honnirngen from the West while C/31 attacked it frem the Scuth.
Later C/3] was moved E of 5t. Vith to support Lhat portion of the line.
B/3l was withdrawn W of 5t. Vith and placed in Combat Command reserve,
By 1100 this attack had been stepped and the line was restored to its
criginal position." Cosbat Command B . After Action Repart

WOTE & : " Sald Captain Johmson 'We had fine defensive positions Lhere.
Looking down thelr throat - for the first time we seemed to be looking
down at them.' To strengthen the position a platcon of infantry, a
company of TD'a Bl4th, several asasault guns, and a platoon of AR
multiple 5083 were sent up in addition to the €/31 tanks. Howewver at
1800... the TD's, infantry, and AG's were gone to other sectors.”
Captain Donald L. Johnson Combat Interview..,.R Harriam

[Cont.ssa]
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HWOTE 7 : " Troop C and Troop A now held a line along the ridge-line
East out of Hunningen and South to Happenbach road tied In with AS3IB on
their right and €/31 on Eheir left.™

"8Tth Cav Ron Sq After Action Raport"

19 December, 1944
STATION : Hunningen, Belgium YPES90

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr has positions set up just out of Hunningen, Belgium. German activity
seen and artillery used on them. Some arty landing here and flying
bombs going over CP. Weather fair, Morale good.
MOTE 1 : "The 3rd plateon, Co F, remained in support of Troop C. One
plateon from the 814th Tank Destroyer Battallen was also in support of
Troop C." 87th Cav Ren Sqg Mecz After Action Report
BOTE 2 : "Beconnaissance was senkt cut 1200 yards to the fronk inko
Hdr Emmels. One Mark IV tank crept up on the C/87 pesitions but it
turnmed arcund whep 50 caliber mg fire was directed at ie."
Captain Donald L. Johnson Combat Interview. R Marrias
ROTE 3 : " During the night considerable vehicular movement was heard.
Bumercus artillery concentraticons were fired on located enemy
positions, and enesy vehicles and men threatened the line several
Eimes buk were driven back by artllilery and small arma.”
B87th Cav Rocn 5q Mecz After Action Report

20 December, 1944
J6 212 561 Zimserman, Morbert H. 8/8ge. 55R=651
Dy to KIA
2 EM LWAR, 1 EM LIA
STATION : 19 Dec.,44 : Hunningen, Belgium VPE590 Nord De Guerre
STATION : 19 Dec.,44 : Hunningen, Belglum VFASS0 Nord De Guerre
RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr hald poaiticon all day and observed activity in their own area, Some
motor vehicles, tanks, H/T's and Inf was observed in towns to our
fronk, Artillery fire turned them back. At 1700 Mark Vv tanks attacked
our pasiticns. 4 destroyed. Rest retreated. Exact number of enemy
tanks unknown.
HCTE 1 : "Considersble enemy arty begam to fall. The first and second
platoons changed positions. A strong point was built up in the NE edge
of the woods at B57901 with two light tanks, two medium tanks, a
platoon of C/23 and the scout saction of C/B7,°
Captain Donald L. Johnson Combat Interview _ R Marriam
= Early in the evening, Jjust toward dusk, enemy activity increased all
aleng the line, with the main attack coming in the Troop € sector.
This attack was repulsed with Tank Destroyers and Troop C reported
three enemy tanks knocked out ,one probable. In the merning, four
anemy tanks { MK IV | were found knocked out."
87th Cav Ren 8q Mec: After Action Report
HOTE 2 : "During the evening a strong enemy patrol was driven off with
arty fire. That same evening the enemy attempted an abortive tank
attack to the W. of C/f87, but four of the enemy tanks were destroyed."
Capt. Donald L. Johnson Combat Inktarview . R Mearriam
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21 December, 1944

01 030 &02 Caksford, Richard 5, lst. Le. SEN-1820
15 D9 B48 Coleman; Theodore R, Tea.5 S55N=T34
Above 0 and EM dy to KIA

£ EM LWA

STATION : 21 Dec.,44 ; 3 Mi W. St vith, Belgium WVPE489 HNord De Guerre
RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr kept positions as of day befere wntil about 1730 when Tr was ordered
to withdraw to 5W of 5t Vith, Belgium. A line was set up and outposted
for the night. Mo enemy was encountered after withdrawal.
Weather cloudy, Morale fair.
WOTE 1 : "During the time The concerted drive was being exerted on our
E. flank the troops of the N. were not heavily engaged.™
Cenbat Command B . After Action Report
WOTE 2 =" C/87 received none of the fury of the enemy attack on St.
¥ith except for a atrong shelling. The platoon of C/23 was shifted to
the W, of the Hunningen read. At 2130 or 2200 orders were given to
withdraw, order of march to be first, third, and second plateons. The
troop swung thru Hunningen and from there was to go 5. along the S5t.
Vith Road to 840850. This line was to tie in with the infantry platocon
Eo the immediate W of Hunningen and wikh the mediums who were to take
up positions in that same vicinity. However, shortly after these
pasitions bhad been taken a second order came for a withdrawal thru SE.
Vith and to the W. As the Troop passed thru St. Vith it was subjected
Eo mg and Schmeiser fire. The new position was to be from the BJ on
the Rodt road at 835885 M. to the stream at about B3I7TES0D. On their
left were to be the infantry, and to their left were to be the tanks of
C/31 under Lt. Bowman. C/BT was to make contact with the tankers but
Was unable to locate them, Little activity was reported.”
Captain Donald L. Johneon Combat Interview.R Marrias
WOTE 3 : ®...the defensive line ( frem Hunningen to the St, Vith -
Wallercde reoad ) was to swing back te the West of 3t. Vith and
establish a line for the eslements E of Se. Wiekh to fall back thru.
This was accomplished. All through the night of 21 =22 December 44
stragglers were coming back from the troops which had been overrum E.
of 5t.Vith...by early afterncon of 22 Dec 44 aboukt 150 had been
gathered up.” Combat Command B . After Action Report



22 Dacember, 1944

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tt hald positions 1 Mi SW Rodt, Belglum with other Eriendly units
during the night against enemy tank and inf attacks. All atbtacks ware
repulsed. 1 EM LWA. Weather snow, Horale good.
HOTE 1 : "At about QBOD a group of A/23 and BfBT ([ the men from che
Railway station area | came into the company positions. The platoon of
C/23 was still with them at the time. The line was further
satrengthened by the addition of aome of the new men. About 1200 the
Troocp once more was ordered to move back to a2 new line, this time on
the Left flank of ASBY to the RJ at B10877. HNo activity during the
avening." Captain Denald L. Johnson Combat Interview . R Merriam
HOTE 2 : " .. orders were received to form a line Morkth and East of
Krombach and Hinterhausen. Troops C and A were detached Sguadron
control and moved cross country to the high ground Southwest of 5t.
Vith under command of Lieutenant Colenel Erlenbusch.”
" B7th Cav. Reon 8g. Mecz. After Action Report"
WOTE 2 : " By nightfall the line was held with C.0. 87Th Cav Ren Sgdn
( L. Col., Boylan } Commanding on the left, C.0. 31 st Tk Bn
{ Lt. Co, Erlenbusch ) Commanding in the centar, and C.0. 17 th Tk Bn
{ Lt. Co. Wemple | on the Scuth. The boundary between Wemple and
Erlenbusch was the rr line running 5W frem St. Vith."
"Combat Command B ... After Actiocn Report'

23 December, 1944

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr romained 1 Mi 5W Rodt, Belgium until 0630 when orders were glven ko
withdraw, ©Our Tr wich other friepdly uvnits withdrew and reached area
1 Wi W. Hamoir, Belgium where the Tr rejolned 5g. Weathar falr, Morale
o,
HOTE 1 : " Mo ackion. Troops withdrew with the tanks of Lt. Swanger of
dlst Tk Bn. Sewveral peeps were lost, bot no other action.™
Capt. Donald L. Johnson Combat Interviaw
HOTE 2 : ™ Rt 230456 Dec 44 instructions to withdraw to W of Vielsalm
were recelived." Combat Command B .. After Action Report
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87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Machanized

TROOP D
FRANCE
16 AUGUST, 1944

11 0358 172 ©DOavia, William L. Tea. 5 SEH-7T78 BOERM 1521
Rbowe EM DOW
1 EM LWA
STATIOH z 15 Bug.,d44d 4 Miles E. Faveronlles, Franca
STATION : 16 BAug., 44 1/4 mile M. Ecrosnes, France

RECORD DF EVEWTS
Germans attacked BHiwveouac at Faverolles, with inf and H.E. Mortar firae
at 0730 to 0845. 1 EM LWA by rifle fire, leg. Left Bivouac at 1420
and acrived 2230 in bilvouac 1/4 mile H. Eecrosnes.

27 AUGUST, 1944

31 DE4 434 Thomas, Geocge W, Tea,5  S5M-345 BORN 1913
A2 227 B55 LaChance, Ernest H. Pwvwk, BEEM-607 BORM 1911
Bbove 2 EM fr dy ta KIA

Jz 253 277 Zubsr, Stanlay Pve, SSH=E07 BORH 1914

Oy to MIA 27 Aug 44 listed on 30 Aug.,44 M.RE. DOD 27 Aug.,d4
1 EM LWAa
STATION : 26 Rug.,44 Vicinity of Chenocise, France
STATION : 27 Aug.,d4 Z Miles 5, La Farte, France
RECORD QF EVEMNTS
Left position 4§45=-063, Map of Melun 1/50000 and reconnoitered area to
prepared position inm conjunction with guarding Div Trains. FPresent
position 053=-050, Map af Beims 1/50000 2 M1 5. La Ferte=Caucher.
dnd Plat contacted enemy artillery & M.G. fire at 2000. 2 EM KIA,
1 EN HMIA, 1 EM LWA.

D& SEPTEMBER, 19544
d8 712 466 Ceerebak, Edward Ffa. S8H=607 DOD 26 Sepk, 44
Dy to LTA Div Clearing Sta, LD Battle extent of injuries wnknown
i EM LNA
STATION : 05 Sept..44 : 6710 Miles S. Damloup, France
STATION : 06 Sept.,d4d 1l Hils RH. Gravalotta, France

RECORD OF EVENTS
= EM LWA, 1 EM LIA, aL approximataely 1700=1800 while in the
performance of dy they were drawn under & heavy concentration of B ey
mortar, artillery and sniper fire at Gravelotte, France. Left bivouac
6/10 mi. 5, Damloup, at 0305 arrived in bivouac at Grawvelotte, ar 2130,
06B=-662, Motz Map sheset Mo @ 1/250,000. r spearheaded Div under Sg
contrel. Had very little time to meke proper ren. Enemy artillery and
mortar fire was semi-continuour throughout the day. Morale Excellent,
Heather evercast and cool.,

L
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07 BSEPTEMBEER, 1544
33 260 472  Julian, Michaal Cpl. S53N-653 DOD 08 Sept.,44
Dy to trfd to Hosp unknown IWA LD Battle Evacuated thru Bn aid 5ta,
Clearing Sta unknown.
1 EM BWR, 3 EM LWA; not including Cpl. Julian
STATION : 06 Sept.;44 : 1 Hile M. Gravelotte, France
STATION : 07 Sept.,44 : 3 Miles W. W. Gravelotte, France

BECOED OF EVEHTS
3 Miles N. W. Gravelotte, France, 067-063 Map Verdun- Metz
1/50000. Troocp advanced 2 miles on mission. Held up by heavy artillery
and mortar fire by enemy until relieved at 1545. Troop was under enemy
shell fire most of the time from 0777 until relieved. Shall fire was
periodically. Captured one prisaner. 4 E.M. LWA, 1 E.M. SWA,
2 E.M. Combat exhaustion.

HOLLAND

25 Octocber, 1544
STATION : 2 Mi M. Neerkant, Holland QE 6911 HNerd De Guerre

RECORD OF EVENTS
Moved fr position 4 Mi SE Weert to new area 2 Mi N. Meerkant. Reverted
fr CC"A® control te Sq control at 0900. Platocns poated in new
vicinity. Distance traveled 38 miles. Heather overcast with fog and
clouds. Morale excellent.
HOTE 1 : Troop D relieves Troop B in the Marthersn Sector near Meerkant,
Helland, outposting pesitions commanding Deurne Canal.

26 October, 1944
STATION : 2 ML N. Heerkant, Holland 0QE6911 HNerd De Guerre

RECORD OF EVENTS
Remained in position 2 Mi N. Meerkant. Flatoons remained posted or
shifted slightly to the ecast. Ron Flatoons have been under light
artillery fire. Patrols active in zones up to tha canal.

27 Cectober, 1944
STATION : 3 Mi. E. Meerkant, Holland, QE&911 Hord De Guerre

RECORD OQF EVENTS
Tr was engaged by the enemy in repulsing a strong enemy counter attack
from the canal. 4 E.M. LWA, number of anemy dead unknewn. Captured
1 prisoner. We are receiving heavy artillery barrages and MG fire by
the éenemy., Our limes still hold but some elements have fallen back for

better position. We were asgd to a task force commanded by Col. Wemple
at 1800,

EERNT e )
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HWOTE 1 : "About 0610 artillery fire cpened up on the entire sector
held by the £7th. AL 0700 or 0710 CtChere came & lull in the firng and
at about 0718 the Germans attacked alomg tche B7th front with the main
thruat of the attack against Meijel. The attack against the Treop D
ourpnets centered around Heitrak ([ See 27 Oorv., 44 Deaths far Troop E )
Heerkant, amd Hof. The first assault against Heerkant was stopped by
amall arms and artillery fire. When this assault was repulsed the
attackers angled to the north toward Heitrack to join in that thrust.
There, the enemy was hit by the aszsault guns of Troop E and his attack
atopped. ™ " Battle of Canals "

ROTE 2 : " In the MNorthern zone, held by Troop D, gnemy lnfantry
attacked at 0700 in the vicinity of ( Heitract ); Troop HQ was moved up
in support of this section of the line, and the attack angled off to
the South toward Heerkant, where a simultanecus attack was in progress.
At this point tha lins was seriocusly threatened, but prompt artillery
support plus intensive use of small arms stopped the enemy 100 yards in
front of the defansive positions...At 0BI0 reinforcements arrived in
the form of one company of medium tanks, one of light, and one of Tank
Destroyera. Troop O was then attached to this force, which In turn was
part of CCR. Ome platoon of mediums was placed with the third platoon,
ong with the Troop E assault guns near Heitrack, and one north of
Heitrack. The light tank company was in general support in the woods
Morth of Heitrack but was almost immediately moved out %o provide
gecurity [or the 440th. The Tank Destroyer Co. was split up to cover
avenues of approach and provide protecticn against enemy armor *

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized - After Action Report
ROTE 3 : "About 0930 a threat to this northern sector was reported and
the force commander reorganized to meet it by placing D company

[ light tanks ) in position to protect the §40th Armored Field
Artillery, which was firing from positions only & few Chousand yards
west of Meerkant—... During the pericd 0600-1100 the enemy had succeeded
in getting some armor scross the Deurne Canal and the firat ensmy armor
was sighted by D Treoocp about 2000 yards to the east of the Liesel-
Heitrack road. They were engaged by our artillery and asssault guns
with undetermined results. However about 1200, on the same road
Earther west, an M8 Armored Car of D Troep 87th , which was on outpost,
was confronted by three enemy tanks. The car commander allewed ane to
pasa and fired & rounds of 3Vmm shell in its rear at & range of
approximately 15 yards. This caused the tank crew to'ditch the tank.
The MB esscapad up the road before the other 2 enemy tanks could bring
it under fire. By 1630 the enemy had succeeded in bullding up his
strength west of the camal, enabling him to resume the attack."

Tth Armored Division in Defense of a Canal Line by William W. Rawlings,
Jr,, Majer, Cavalry..... Obtained and Transcribed by Wesley Johnston.
HOTE 3 : " Ar 1645 a strong enemy force estimated at 20 large tanks,
supported by infantry approached Meerkant from the Southeast. GC/48

[ AIB) had moved one platoon East of MNeerkant, and when the attack came
this platoon was cut off aleng with the third platcon of D/87. One aof
the aupporting medium tanks was knocked out and the remainder withdrew.
The enemy tock Beerkant, but the infantry filtered back Scuthwest to
rejoin their company and the reconnaissance Fllrered back to the
Morthwest. The line held by D/87 at nightfall swung gemerally Worth

from Heltrack, which was alao in enemy hands by this time, *
87th Cav Ren Bq Mecz - After Action Report
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28 OCTORER, 1944
i 03T 439 Marek, Stanley F. S5/Bgt. S5H-631 Born 1914 IL:
31 064 150 Duval, Conrad J. Tec.5 SE5H=T33 Born 1920 Canada

34 494 ZEia Barham, John C. Ffc. SSH-T7T0h Born L3920 TH.
37 34 281 Karhula, John Tac.5 SSH=345
31 064 425 Rill, Edwin Tec.5 S55H-170 Born 1920 A .

Abcwe 5 E.M. dy to MIA 28 Oct 1344
6 cther EM LWA
STATION ¢ 27 Dct., 44, 3 Mi. E. Heerkant, Holland QEG311
STATION : 2B Det., 44, 1 172 HMile ¥W. Liesell, Holland QEEGLS
RECORD OF EVEHTS
Tr changed C.P. pasition fr 3 mi E. Weerkant, Holland to 1 1/2 mi. W.
Liesel, Holland, due to enemy counter attack and atchd te CCYBE™. Was
committad to heavy combat with the anamy all day and subjectad to anamy
artillery fire constantly. Barrages fell with heawy artillary, 150mm
or larger, Lost or destroyed at 5g Maint most of 3rd platoens wehieles
plus one 1/2 track Hg plateon, 1 truck lst platoon and L armd car 20D
platoon. Tr faclng much artillery and inf. Weather falr,
morale excellent. 6 E.M. LWA.
HOTE 1 : MWone of the men listed as MIA appear on tha POW list. AlL
appear on the list of BVth Deaths. They were likely all HKIA
28 October, 1944.
MOTE 2 : "CCB moved into an assembly area just west of Liesel they
wara tEo attack at 0700 with A and C Coapanies of the 23rd AIB to
proceed south astride the Deurne-Meijel road toward Meijel with AS3L
Tank Battalion in immadiate support: while B/23 AIB, C/3l, thes assaulkt
guns and morcar platoons of 3lst Tanks, cne platcon of of the 8l4th
Tank Destroyars and one platecn of enginaera branched &£f tha road,
about 2000 yards socuth of Liesel, east toward Hoogebrug to destroy a
bridge which the anemy had bullt acrocas the canal. A force of the L7th
Tank Battalion conszisting of one company of mediom tanks, D Troop 87ch
Reconnalaszance and a platoon of tank destroyers located about 2000
vards south of Liesel was to come under control of CCBE..and procect che
rear of CCB againet attack from the north and the Hoogeburg road to the
2asc. " Tth Armard Divisien in Defense of a Canal Line.
HOTE 3 : "In the Worthern zone, the lst platoon of Troop D had
repelled an agqgreasive epemy patrol during the night, with casualties
an both sides. At daylight, the platoon leader's light tank
i subsktituce for ME Armored Car )| was knocked aut by an 88, and when
the zection from second platoon arrived to support, the azmorsed car of
the platoon sergeant who was leading the sectlon was also hit by EEmm
fire and bucned. Enemy tanks and infantry continued to advance and
Troop D waa drivaen back to the wicinlty of Lissal, where the lat
platoon was relieved by Company D 31st Tank Battalion. At this point
companies i and € of the 23rd AFE attackad astride the road, and as
night fell Treoop D outposted a line from Cf4B at Huize D= Werf te 23rd
AIB near Heitrack,"™
87th Cawv Ren Sg Meacz Aftar Action Report.
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29 October, 1944
STATICR : 1 1/2 Miles E. Maarheeze, Holland OES604 MNord Do Cusrre
RECORD OF EVENTS
Moved fr area 1 1/2 mi W. Liesel, Holland to 1 1/2 mi E. Maarheeze due
o enemy action. Ron Flatoons busily engaged in holding the enemy at
bay in this and nearby vicimity. Weather clear and cool, morale
axcellent.
HOTE : "In the morning, a considerable gap existed..on the right south
flank of Troop D, buk by noon tanks had swiung North and contacted the
adjeining troop, thus formimg a continuous line which was held entil
relieving units took over. Troop D was able ko establish a forward CP
from which artillery could be adjusted and s3ix tigers were seen to
burn. Troop O was pulled put of the line at 2030."
87th Cav Ron 8g Mece After Action Report.

BELGIUM
St. Vith Salient and
Baragque de Fraiture ( Parker's Crossroads )

17 Decembar, 1944

STATEOH : 1 1/2 Mi 5. Wallerode, Belgium VP5499 Mord De Guerre
RECORD OF EVEMTS

Departed fr Scherpensel, Germany at 0315. Crossed IP at Kunrad,
Holland at 1545. Arrived 1 1/2 Mi 5. Wallerods, Belgius &t 1750.
Total distance traveled 84 1/2 miles. Weather overcast with clouds.
Morale excellent. Tr reverted fr CC"A" control to Hg control.
Tr committed to combat at 1BOO.

18 December, 1944
STATICH : Beho, Belgium WP7683 Hord De Guerro

RECORD OF EVENTS
Tr reverted fr §q to CC"A™ controcl at 0800 and CC"A" control to Div
contral at 1700, Left bivovac 1 1/2 mi 5. Wallercde, Belgium at OBOO
after drawing in platoons committed in combat. Arrived at Beha, Belgium
at 1100. Disrance traveled 5 milas. Ren platoons placed on outpost
duty for Hg CC"A"™ and lefr in position to defend same till movement for
mission forthcoming. Tr Ha shelled by enemy artillery at St. Viee
where we had a temporary CP. HNo casualties or damage dome. Ron
platoons dismeunted and used as Inf until movement fr wieciniey of
Hallerode. ODrew tk and small arms fire. 1 enemy tk fired uwpon, crew
evacuated it and tk later destroyed by friendly tk fire. Some crew
members killed or wounded by our fire, Weather cloudy. Morale
excellent.
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19 December, 1944
STATION : Lisrneux, Belglum WVPE230 Nord De Guarrae

RECODRD OF EVENTS
Departesd Beho, Balgium at 0930. Sent RBen platoons out on missions.
Hg Platoon only remained inm this position. Established outpest for Diwv
after thorough Ren of given area. Weather clouwdy with llght rainm.
Morale excellent.

20 December, 1544

STATION ¢ 1 1/2 Mi W, Regne, Belgium VP5585 Kord De Guerre
RECORD OF EVENTS

Moved fr Lierneux, Balgium at 1400 on new misaion. Met enemy
resistance 1 172 Mi E. Samree, Belgium. Had skirmish with enemy and
established road block at that point. Moved Hg Flatoon to 1 172 Mi W.
Regne, Belgium. 1 EM LIA due to faulty breech on 37mm. Weather foggy.
Moralea excellant.

21 December, 15944

37 067 254 Powell, William R. Sgt. SEN-532
Dy to DOW
32 233 878 LaShcmb, Francis F. Tec.5 S8H=733

Dy to MIA 21 Dec, 44 DOD 7 Listed as MIA on 24 Dec.,44 HM.R.
HOTE : Hot listed as a POW Probably died in Belgiom
3 233 %1% Peynolds, Edward P. Tec.5 SER-TT76
Dy to MIA 21 Dec.,44d DOD 7 Listed as MIA on 24 Dec.,44 M.R.
HOTE : Mokt listed as a POW Praobably died in Belgium
STATICHN : Joubiwal, Belgium VE6E86 HNord Do Guercre

RECORD OF EVEHTS
Hg and lst Plat moved fr 1 1/2 Mi W. Regne, Belglum to Joubival,
Belgium by round-about way for other route was under direct fire of
enemy weapons, both arty and amall arma fire, Distance marched & Mi,
13t part of march under small arms fire. At 0200 was lightly attacked
by enemy Inf. At 0400 another attack cccurred in ferce but rapal Lod
same. 3d attack at 0545, attack repulsed with heavy losses to the
anemy. Captured approximately 17 between units, 7 killed, woundad
knowns 13. The rcon plateons had been to withdraw asz far as the rd
junetien inflicting losses on the snemy. lat Plat on & rop mission at
Douchamps was baited into a trap, Results 1 Officer MIA, 1 EM LWA, 1/4
ten Eruck lost. Tr reassembled at 579852 Rd junctlon and given mission
ko hald at all cost. Enemy again attacked in force at 1240 and kept
prassuring until 1700, Total casualtlea 1 OLf HIA, 4 EM LWA, 1 EM SRHA
plas 7 under investigation. Situation remains critical though
reinforced by
# medium tanks fr 3d Arad Div ac 1800.

22 December, 1944
STATION : Malempre, Belgium WPSE6E? Hord De Guerre

RECORD OF EVENTS
Enemy forced HQ plateon out of Joubival, Belgium at 1430. Eatablished
temporary biveouac and reassembled Hg Flatoon plus atbachments ar La
Falise. Mowved Er there to Malempre via roundaboukt poute. 1st & 3d
Plateons resained in posicion at road junetion 1 172 Mi W. Begne. They
are receiving heavy eneay f£ire, arty, mortar and small arms. Have
atalled and still holding the enemy fr advancing after préevious attacks
in force. Weather clear and cold. Morale excellent.

(41}



23 DECEMBER, 1944
Ll OBd BES Brooks, Hugh T. Tec.5 S5H=778
Dy to MIAR 23 Dec.,44 DOD 02 Jan.,45 listed as MIA 26 Dec.,44 B.E.
MOTE : Died as a FOW. Status 4, Probebly not of illness. Statua 4
definition; executed or shot attempting to escape. It may have been
uged for died of wounds andfor remeins nobt recovered.
39 Tha 592 Willisams, John T. Pre. E8M=345
Dy to MIA 23 Dec.,4d DOD 26 Jan.,45 Listed as MIA 26 Dec.,44 M.E.
HOTE : Died az a POW. Status 5, Possibly fr illness or wounds,
Statuse 5 definition other than Status 4.
33 P06 132 Hall, Joseph D. Jr. Pwt. SSM=T1TT6 Barn 1922
DY to MIA 23 Dec.,4d DOD 23 Dec.,44 Listed as MIR 26 Dec.,4d4 M.E.
HTE : Place of Death : Hotten, Balgium listed on IDPF but probably
died vic. Parker's Crossroads. First Burial Henri Chapelle 08 Feb.,d45.

37 032 &3 Gruba, Dick R. Tec.B E5M-774
Oy to WIR 23 Dec.,4d DOD 7 Listed as MIA 26 Dec.,d4 M.E.
MOTE | Hot listed aa & POW. Probably died Via, Parkear's Crosaraads.
3 257 DA& Johneon, John A. Bvk. 55H-345
Oy to MIA 23 Dac.,dd ooD 7 Listed as MIA 26 Dec. 44 M.R.

HOTE : Hot listed as a POW. Frobebly died Vic, Parker's Crossroads.
12 071 790 Sonnar, Vinocent C. Tac. 5 S55N=776
Dy to MIR 23 Dec,,44 DOD 2 Listed &3 MIA on 27 Dec.,d44 M.AH.
HOIE : Hot listed as a POW. Probably died Wic. Parker's Crossroads.
STRTION : Werbomonit, Belgium  ¥WP54%9 HNord De Guerra

RECORD OF EVENTS
Mowed CP fr Malempre, Belgium to coordinates WPS489 at 0BO00. Moved CB
at 1330 to Manhay, Belgium. AL 2300 moved CP to Werbomonk. The
position at 578652 was maintained and held under & heavy snemy counter
attacks. On the 9th attack it was abandoned by order. All wehicles
had been destroyed by enemy action and those still able ts leave the
position on foot were to do sa. The 3 Ron Platoons held to the last
mirute, without a man leaving his post till ordered, the MIA lise is
being held up in hopes some 50 men may return. Though each and every
man of this unit knew the fullness of this suicide mission, credit must
be given to the fullest extent to the 0'"s and EM for thelr ({3ie]
loyalty ko dy in this action as they fully knew that nothing but death
awaited them. When the order to abandon post was given they were
surreundsd on all sides. This unit held this post for 4 days. While
there they were under constant small arms and arcy fire. On this date
they were subjected to tha fury of & full Div.

24 Decembar, 1944
STATION : Mormont, Belgium VP4T3d MHord De Guerre

RECORD OF EVENTS
Moved fr Werbomont, Belgium to Mormont via Chansior. Rejoined Sg and
ravartod Co thelir control. BRemnants of Tr jolned forces with Tr "=
and went back into the line as ene wnit wnder cantrol of Tr "C°  Camde,
Deployed Che Ren platoons and established CF at Mormont, Balgiums.

25 December, 1944
STATION : Mormont, Belgium WVPF4734 Hord De Guerre
RECORD OF EVENTS
Remzined in position. Held outpost and road patrol. Also kesping
contact betwean units. Weather clear amd cold. Morale excellent.
Mission completed and recrganized troops in vicinity of Mormont 2130.
Awaiting orders on 1 hour alert. (42}




B7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized

TROOF E
HOLLAND

27 OCTOBER, 1944
33 153 563 Dazney, Steve FvE. S5H=504
Fr dy to DOW
STATION : 26 Oct.,44 2 1/2 Mi 5.E. Asten, Holland OQEG312
STATION : 27 Oct.,44 2 1/Z MI 5.E. Asten, Holland QEG312
1 EM LHA

EECOBRD OF EVENTS

AL approximately 1330 Hg ssctlion of thia Tr moved Southeast to contact
"C* Tr and relieve them of 16 German prisoners. Upon arrival was met
with German artillery fire resulting in wounds to Tec.5 Paup and Pfc.

Cammarata. ¢ other casualties were man atchd to other troops.

29 OCTOBER, 1944
37T 323 242 Stahlecker, Arthur .J. Tec.5 S5H=T34
Dy to MIA 29 Oct.,44d lisgted on 0l Nov.,44 M.R.
STATION : 28 Oct.,4d 2 1/2 M. 5.E. Asten, Holland QEG3I12
STATION : 29 Ocb., 44 2 172 M, S8.E. Aston, Holland QEE312
RECORD OF EVENTS
Mo movemant last 24 howrs, Have besn under enemy arcillery fire all day.
Weather bright.

BELGIUM
Et. Vith Salient

2] DECEMBER, 1944
36 D36 369 DeProsparis, Frank B. 8/8gt. SEN=-651 Barn 1916
Dy ta MIA 21 Dac., 44 ses 24 Dec., M.A.
Fr HMIA to KIA 21 Dae. 44 sa@ 25 Dec, .44 M. R.
Sratlosn ¢ 20 Dec.,.44 3I ML W St With, Belgium VPE1RB
Station ¢ 21 Dec.,44 1 Mi SW Red:t, Balglum VFBLBE
RECORD OF EVENTS
Aemalned in bivouas 1 ML 5SW FRodt, Belgium. Undar fire £r counter
battery fr 2215 to 2225. HWeather fair, Morale good.
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B7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized

COMPANY F

FRANCE

21 AUGUST, 1944
A7 1%9¢ 07% Claoda, Wayne G. Ffeo. SEN=604
Above E.M. dy to KIA
2 EM S5WA, 1 EM LWA
STATION : 20 Aug..44, Enrcoute
STATION : 21 Aug. 44, Marchans, France
RECORD OF EVENTS
Fighting East through Dourdan, Rainwville and Marchana.

22 hugust, 1944
38 032 376 oGunter, Elbie L. Jr. Tec.5 S5H-T736
Above E.M, Dy to KIA
3 EM LWA
STATION ¢ 22 RAug.,44, 1/2 Mi. H.W. Videlles, France

RECORD OF EVENTS

Moved from Marchans to Videlles combating enemy all the way.
Lost 2 light tanks due to Anti-tank weapons.

25 hugust, 1944
32 246 385 Mandau, Robert A. B/8Bgt. 55H-551
Abowve E.M. Dy to KIA
1 ENW LWA, 1 EM SWBR, 1 EM LIA
STATION : 24 Bug.,44, 5St. Leu, Francea
STATION = 25 RBug,.44, 1/2 Mi. 5. Valsenin, France
1 EM LHA, 1 EM SWA, 1 EM LIA

RECORD OF EVEMNTS

Left St. Lew at 1115 heading East cross country as advance guard for
59, Engaged enemy at road juncrion €0827F . Pushed tham 7772997
60822 to Yolsenin. 1 EM KIA, 2 EM wounded, 1 EM injurad, Z tanks
knocked out., Map used Melun 01BE-038
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HOLLAND
23 OCTOBER, 1944

34 176 5o Pait, Leo J. Pvk. SER=6l% Borm 1320 H.C.
Dy to DOW 23 Oak. , 44
37 180 144 Williams, James R. Sgt. 55H-735 Born 1919

Oy to MIA listed on 260ct., M.R. as MIA 230ck.,44 KIA 230ct.,44 IDPF
Z EM LWA

STATION : 23 Oct..44 2 BMi S5 Asten, Holland CEE309

EECORD OF EVENTS
lst Platoon cutposting "A"™ Battery of 4d40th Armd F.A. Pn, Hg and 2d
Platoons outposting 440th Hg and "C™ Battery. 1st section of 3d

Flatoon security for S5q Hg. 2d section of 3d Platoon assisting "A" Tr,
this 55. 1 tank knocked out,

1 EM DOW, 2 EM LHWA.

Maijel
27 October, 1944
serial Listed as MIA on 30 Oct.,d4 HM.R. and confirmed by Number

32 227 000 Andrakeo, Willians Fic. S5K-616 Borm 1918 H.Y.
3s T41 020 Hegnes, Janes E. PE=. SER=-T776

33 eBO 981 Malanowski, Leonard K. Pvk. S55R-014 Borm 1924 Fa.
43 FHE T10 Malkan, Jerzy J. BvE, 55H=-014 Baorn 1925 Fa.
42 581 BL® Hagy, Joseph Pfa. EEN-736 PBorn 1922 B..J.
01 015 004 Cetdick, HRobact C. let LE. SSH=-1203 I11.
32 225 156 Dodrey, Stanley J. Tes=.5 55R-604 Born 1910 H.Y.
J& 234 505 Lusardi, Lawrence A. Tac.d 55H-736 Borno 15916 Mi.
35 274 263 Wildman, Charles W, BvE, 55H-616 Borm 15814 oh.,

dy to MIA 27 Oct.,44 DOD 7 Mot on POW List so did not die as POWs.
£ 0 & 17 EM MIA including men listed above. 1 0 & 13 EM LWA
Station : 26 Ockt., 44 2 Mi 5 Asten, Holland QEG309
Staclen : 27 Oce,, 44 « ML & Aaten, Holland QE&30%

RECORD OF EVWEHTS
Encountered enemy at Meldel, Helland at 1000, believed to be 9th Panzer
Pivision. Lost 12 tanks, 4 of which are missing in action. 1 Officer
and 13 E.M. LWA. Morale very good, weather cold and rain. 1 Officer
and 25 E.M. still unaccounted for.
Hote 1 : The 28 Oct,,d44 M.R, reports that 8 of the 2% E.M. and 2 of
the tanks vnaccounted for returned to duty.
Hote 2 : Misming Report Leonard K Malanowski : Tank was hit by enemy
[ire and knocked out, was not seen leaving wehicle. A search was
impossible for the area in which the wehicle was knocked (out) Fell
intg theé hands of the enemy. DOD 27 oOck. . d4d IODEPF
Hote 3 : The Germans had attacked and taken the town of Meijel,
Holland outposted by Trogp "C". Troop "C' was reinforced by Troop "B"
and Ecgether they made an unsuccessful atlempt to retake the town.
WOTE 4 : “Shortly after the repulse of the first atvack, the light tank
company of the squadron arrived. With its arrival a second attack was
organized. B and C Troops moved forward in their same relative
pesitions. One platoon of tanks was sent wide to the left to provide
Elank security, one went down the road and then peeled off to the left
in direct support, and the third platoon followed down the road im
loeal reserwve. Scme prisoners were taken by a tank of the flanking
platocn as our force moved forward. The tank gun jammed, and the
Germans recognized Ltz plight and refused to drop their grenades. A
Comny gun was fired at the feet of the prisoners [Cont...]
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but they remained adamant, A tank from the second platoon was sent
over to take the prisoners back, but it was hit in the rear by what was
thought to be bazooka fire. Fire was also directed againat the tanks
an the flank, and three of them were knocked out in rapid succession.
The remaining two tanks of this platoon pushed inte the woods and were
not seen again. When two additional tanks of the second platoon were
hit by anti-tank fire, the attack collapsed and the trocps fell back to
the line from whiech they had started.

Five ten=man bazooka teams were then organized o make a
coordinated Bctack with the remaining tanks. The five teams headed for
a hedgercw north of the road to the west of Meijel. They managed to
raach the obiective, but before the men could dig im an anti-tank gun
opened fire and knocked out two of our tanks. The remaining tanks
withdrew, leaving the dismounted men tec face Lhe heavy fire directed at
them. The men retreated in diserder.™ " Battle of the Canals ™
Motea § : During the counteér=attack : " AE this time, & high axplosive
shell burst near the Squadron commander, and the commsnders of Troop C
and Company F. Captain Joseph L. Ramseoy was wounded by flying steal
fragments, and replaced. Lieutenant Richard Montgomery suffered from
the concussion and also had to be replaced. Lieutenant Fred A. Lewellen
was placed in command of Troop €, Lieutenant Carl F. Cooke of C Troop
was killed when the anti-tank gun ¢pened fire on the bBazsoka tTeama.

CCR had assumed responsibility for the sector at 1300, but the B7th
continued to bear the brunt of the attack until 1510 when the JBth
Armored Infantry Battalion arrived, passing through Troop C and Troocp B
pogitions. Troop B withdrew to their right rear flank as ordered. Then
enemy tanks and artillery appeared from the South end of town and
proceeded up the road, directing a hail of machine gun fire against the
pogitions on either side. When these positions fell back, Troop B
withdrew under heavy fire from the front and from the left flank.

The remaining light tanks from Company F resisted briefly, the
company commander's gunner bouncing four rounds 3Tmm AP off the leading
tank, but Lieutenant Good's tank was promptly knocked out and further
resistance was clearly useless., Wevertheless, Lieutenent Robert C.
Oatdlek rafused to lesava with the rest, and was Laft bshind. Undar
cover of darkness, both troops reorganized and Troop C moved to protect
the left flank of Company C, 48th AIR, Merth of the road., The lst
Platoon was tied im with the infantry, the 2d Platoon pushed forward,
and the 3d turned back to protect the extended North flank. Troop B
was sent back and across the Willem Canal at bridge 613054 into the
Troop A zone, to outpost the Ospel- Meijel Road. "

B7th Cawv Ren S5g Mecz After Action Rpt

St. Vith, Belgium
8t. Vith Salient

17 Dacember, 1544
STATION = 1 172 Mi W, St, ¥ith, Balglum

RECORD FOR EVENTS
Departed fr Palenberg, Holland at 0470 marching to present location
1 1/2 miles W. St. Vith, Belgium at 1B00. 2d Platoon was atchd to
CC"B” for CP security. Weather cold cloudy and misting raim.
Morale good.
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18 December, 1544
STATION : 1/2 Mi E. Rodt, Belgium VPH289

RECORD OF EVENTS
Was forced to move CP fr 1 1/2 Mi W. St. ¥ith to 1/2 Mi. E. Rodt,
Balgium at 0930 due to epemy artillery and mortar fire. 1st platoon
was atchd to Tr®C" for suppoct at 0820. 2d Platoon was reld fr atchd to

OC"B™ and reverted to Co control at 1035, Morale good. Heather cold
and rain.

19 Decembar, 1044
STATION : 172 Mi. 5W Rodt, Belgium VPELBE
RECORD OF EVEHMTS

Moved fr area 1/2 Mi E. Bodt, Belgium to 1/2 Mi 5W Rodt, Belgium at
1600. Morale good. MWeather cloudy and fog with a fine mist.

20 December, 1544
STATION : 1/2 Mi. 5H Rodt, Belgium YVPALEB

RECORD OF EVENTS
2d Platoon ocutposted road crossing near Obr Emmels. 2 enemy tanks
glghted by them but not fired on. 1st Platoon still atchd to Tc"C.
Hg and 1st [3d?) Platcons outposting 5g CP. Weather fair and cloudy.

21 Decembear, 1944
STATION : 3/10 Mi. W. Rodt, Balglem WYPE290

RECCRD QF EVEMNTS
2d and 3d Plarpans held off 2 enemy attacks at 2055 and 2330. 3/10 Mi
M. Rodt; Belgium. Tiger Lanks started to appreach but arty layed down
by 434th F.A. drove them back. Weather snow and cold. Morale good.

22 December, 1944

STATION : Hinderhausen, Belgiu=  VFBOBEB
01 996 612 Barnhill, Burnis D. Cav 2d Lt.  535H-1203
dy to MIA sea 25 Dec., 44 H.AH. Do 22 Dea. 44

RECORD OF EVENTS
Enemy launched an attack at 0530 with Tiger tanks and Inf. 9 tanks and
1 Half track lost due to enemy action at Rodt, Belgium. 1 officer and
B EM unaccounted for. Weather slight snow. Morale atill good.
Remainder of Co withdrew to Crombach, Belgium. 1lst Flatcon reverted to
Co control., Dismounted went back to 5g trains. The remainder of Co
went to Hinderhausen and set up delaying action.

23 Decembar, 1944
STATION : 1 Mi M. Hamoir, Belgium WE4407

RECORD OF EVEHNTS
Fought a delaying action fr Hinderhauvsen, Belgium West. Withdrew iz
the lines to reorganize at 1930 and marched W. to Eq assembly area,
1 Hi H. Hamoir, Belgium. Weather falr, Morale fair.
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“87th Cavalry Reconnsissance Squadron Mechanized Unit History and After Action
Beperta”, Obtalned and Transcribed by @: Roy W. Boylan and Bob Porecea with
Aasistance from Michmel Furlich Hesdquazter*s BTth Cavalry Ben., 2§. Meoz.

Teh Armorad Division, "Combat Command B, After Action Reporta™,
ghtained and transcribed by Wesley JonnsTon.

* parscnal Report : Herrative Recount of Bocion of 38th Armored Imfantry
Battalion, 7th Armcored Divislion, Battle of 5t. With, 17-22 December 1544 ©
by Donald P, Bover Je. Hajer, Enfankry = Agyer AT Sc. Vith ™

chtained and transcribsd by Wesley Johnston.

"pagcle of Canals.. . Operations of the Tth Armored Divislon®™
by Lt. Bobert E. Merriam
abtained and transcribed by Weslay Johnston.

=9k Bemored Division in Defense of a Canal Line®™ by Major Williem W, Rawlinga
abtained and transcribed by Wesley Jchnston.

*= The Forgotten Battle.....Overloon and the Maas Salient 1944=-4% =
by A. Kocthals Altes and N.K.CA. In*t Vald
Translated by G.G. van Dam

"Headguerters Tth Armored Divislen Aftoer Action Raport:
*The Battle of St. With"™
Cbtained and Transcribad by Wealay Johnaton

“The Ardennes : Battle of the Bulge"™ by Hugh M. Cole
Offica of The Chief of Milltary History. . Departmant of che Army.

"patele The Story of the Bulge® by John Toland
Teoop Morning Reports obtained and transcribed by Beverly Rent
Additienal Trocp Moening Reports cbtalned by Weslay Johnston

= Ritler'a Last Gamble The Dattle of the Bulge = by Trevor H. Dupay
"Decamber 1844 - Januacy 194% =

" Combat Interview of lst Sgt. Leonard H, Ladd 180 Jan 45 "
by Lt. Robert E. Merziam ;
Ubhtainged by Kesley Jdohnaston

" Ceombat Interview of 3gt. Joseph B. McEeon B Janvacy 45 "
by Le. Robert E, Merriam
Obtalned by Wasley Johnston

" Combat Interview of Captaln Donald L. Johnson 8 Japussy 45 "
By Lt. Robert E, Macrias
dbtained by Wesley Johnatesn

U8 Army Armor School's " The Defenae of S0, Vith, Belglum
17-23 Depcember 1544 ™ B Hisesrieal Example of hrmor in Defense
Prapaced by The Armorad School

Chtained and Transcribed by Wesley Johnston

3-3 Journal of the 38th hArmered Infantry Hatcalion Tch Armored Divisisn
Obtalned, Transcribed and Indexed by Wesley Johnston

Greak Batkbles af World War II The Battle of St. With Video
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"The Bitter Woods —— The Battle of che Bulge" by John 5.0. Eisenhower

"A Time [or Trumpets =- The Unkold Story of the Battla of the Bulge"
by Charles B. MacDonald formar Captaln 2nd Infantry Division during
The Battle of kv Bulge.

" Clatke of 5t. Vith ; The Secgeants General =
by William [Dopnohue ELLis and Col. Thoma=s J. Cunningham Jr.

" The Battle of the Bulge ==-- abridged wersion of Dack December "
by Robect E. Marriam

"Hitler's Last Gamble™ by Jacques Nobecourt translated from the Fremch by
R.H. Barey

IDFF = Individual Deceased Perscnnel Filas

Corraspondence : GCenecal William &. Enowlton, Trocp B
Tae.d4 Jack Maurray, Troop B
Waesley Johnston Son of Walter Johnston €o.B,38th A.I.B.
Tec.4 Michael Forlich, Hg 9Tth Cav Ren 54 Mecz.
20 Lt. Walter | Andy jAnderson Troocp B
Tac.% Louls J. Crateau, Troop B
Charles [ Fac ] Barry d8th A.1.B.
lst Lt. Robezt J. Hamd Trocop B
Mike O'Hara son of Sgr. Willilam O'Mars Troon O

Compl led by Beverly
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