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TO THE OFFICERS
AND MEN OF THE 203RD AAA AUTO
WPNS BN (SP):

Since the activation of the battalion on November 15, 1942, the
personnel have demonstrated that they had one determined idea in
mind. that of defeating the Axis Powers quickly and decisively.
Throughout the period of training, both in the States and in Eng-
land, that determina-
tion did not waver, as
was attested to by the
high standards of per-
fection  attained in
final tests prior to
actual combat.

From the time (he
battalion - crossed the
channel to meet .lerry
face to face. there
has been no wea-
kening in your deter-
mination. From Cher-
bhourg, through Franece,
Holland. Belgium, Lu-
xembourg and wellinto
Germany, you have
met Germany’s best

under any and all con-
ditions and have in each instance acquitted yourselves in a highly
commendable manner.

The Battalion can proudly boast that all missions have heen
successfully accomplished. While enemy air activity was not heavy

in our sectors. you have, through your alertness and persistance,
prevented Jerry from intlicting damage on the installation yow
were protecting, at the same time accounting for a goodly portion
of attacking planes. In ground roles (not our natural province) you
have slugged it out with the toughest and have gotten the decision.

Unfortunately this extensive activity has not been without its
price. Many of our comrades have paid the supreme sacrifice; the
loss of these men is keenly felt. It is my humble prayer that these
men have found in the ranks of our ethereal army the peace which
they so richly earned.

To those of you who earry wounds, it is my hope that their only
effect on your health and well-being will be to remind you of an
honorable service in defense of your country.

Throughout the existance of the Battalion, T have had a distinet
feeling of pride and pleasure in being your commanding officer.
To those of you who go to the Pacific Theater to meet and beat the
Japs, | would ask nothing more than to accompany you again as
vour commanding officer. Some will soon return to civil life;
to you 1 say “God speed,” and to the Battzlion as a whole,

I sincerely say, “Thanks for a job well done”.

GEORGE C. McFARLIN
LT. CO .., CAC, COMMANDING



HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH ARMORED DIVISION
Orrice aF Twe Commanping Gunsman

APO 257, U. S. Ammy
6 June 1945

To the Officers and hen of the 203rd AAA Bn.

From 10 August 1944 to V-E Day, 9 May 1945, the
203rd AAA Battalion fought as an integral part of the
7th Armored Division in Prance, Belgium, Holland and
Germ « The Division admires you for your efficient
support and effective contributions to itas success.

Some battles stand out in our memories more than others.
I well remember the fine job you did during the German
breakthrough in the Ardennes during December, 1944 at
which time you manned isolated road blocks over a lone-
ly stretcH of twenty-five miles of road from Saint Vith
to La Roche against the best troops the Geman Army had.
These road blocks assisted materially in keeping our one
line of communications open.

Another memorable assignment was that of protecting
the famous Ludendorf Bridge at Remagen against the vic-
ious suioidal attacks of the Luftwaffe in March of 1945.
This was one of the most vital and important anti-air-
craft miesions of the war. The action spoke for itself;
the German fighter-bombers never succeeded in knocking
out the bridge.

It has been a pleasure to have the 203rd AAA Bn.
serving with the 7th Armored. I take this opportunity to
congratulate you on an excellent eombat record and to ex-
press my appreciation for your excellent work both in your
prim role against hostile aircraft and in your second-
ary role against enemy ground troops.

¥agor General, U. 3. A
or e s e
Bomdiu; v d
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INTRODUCTION

This record of events concerning the experiences of the 203rd AAA Auto-
‘Wpns Bn (SP) was planned and published during that period following
V =E day when the cessation of hostilities was yet a novelty and the
adjustment from combat to peacetime soldiering had just beeun.

Sudden relaxation from the tension of an vmnipresent enemy was still a
strange but wonderful feeling. and for the first time since activation day.
‘way back in November 1942, the hustle of training and the strain of
combat had ceased.

As we go to press the Battalion is engaged in a security role in the
Saalkreis of Saxony. a rural peaceful section of Germany with rolling fields
and tiny picturesque villages. We are comfortable and clean and rested.
but our thoughts are on the furure and hard on home.

The point system has just been announced and everyone is adding and
wondering and trying to anticipate his fate,

The Battalion has just completed its first retreat parade in two vears and
according to General Hasbrouek “It wasn’t too bad, considering*,

Athleties. necessary guard, and the checking of German [dentity Cards
‘consumes most peoples” time and the policy of non-fraternization is still
in effect.

At home the San Francisco Conference has gotten well under way, and
the friendly smile of President Truman has. become a familiar sight in the
Special Service magazines.

The latest tunes being served up from the BBC and the AEF broad-
cagting station in Luxemhourg, are “Serenade for Strings™. “Don’t Fence Me
In” and “T walk Alone”,

Frank Sinatra has again been classified 4-F.

In fact it is D+ 375.

The committee which arranged this publication hopes that for you as for
it, many memories will he aroused in reviewing the scenes and the notes
of our travels. Photographs shown here were taken by amateurs and were
submitted by personnel from all Batteries to illustrate the narrative, The
story, which because of space limitations is brief, by no means includes
many of the individual experiences of the Batteries or personnel. However
this book should act as a guide to refresh our memories, and to give our
amilies and friends an organized picture of the where, when, and why of
our lives during that exciting period when censorship cloaked our move-
ments and those of the Ghost Division.

ACTIVATION AND TRAINING

When the halftracks of the 203rd Antinireraft Artillery Automatie
Weapons Battalion, Self Propelled. rolled to a halt on the silur-es
of tl;e Baltic Sea, it marked the end of a long trail, which h.‘ld‘ltﬂ
beginning almost three years before and some six tho.nsan‘d miles
away. It was a long road and a hard one [rom Fort Bliss, Texas to
the ii.-:ltiv Sea, and now that the journey was over, the men of the
Battalion recalled the sweat, toil, rain, mud, cold; the endless con-
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voys, the uncertainty, the fear, the heartbreak, the utter exhaustion
of mind and spirit; buzz bombs, K-rations foxholes, and c-mnplet_e
subjugation to military diseipline for the past t‘r}ree years. M.llll‘.l-
tudinous memories of the past cluttered the mind; recol!ectlons,
which with the passing of time would fade jnt.n .thelllmbo of
forgetfullness, so that one day even the most lmagmatf\'e would
hardly believe that these things had happened. Yet nothing would
ever be o real!

The story really beging when the Battalion was activated as the
Second Battalion of the 608th Coast Artillery Regiment on the
15th of November 1942 at Fort Bliss, Texas. The officer cadre
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assembled at Fort Bliss towards the end of October to await the
activation of the unit, and upon activation, Lt. Col. (then Major)
George C. McFarlin assumed command of the Battalion.

With the arrival of the enlisted eadre and fillers, the Battalion
was formed, and ready to embark upon the first phase of training
by the first of the year. The men came from all parts of the United

’Stat-es: from Brooklyn, from New York, from Ohio, Virginia
I‘exa,s, New Mexien Maccanhmantinn ~—3 1 - e Pk !

thoroughly familiar with the handling of the vehicles. The high
mobility of the self-propelled guns demanded increased efforts in
the emplacing and camoutlaging of the halftracks, and on field
problems, men sweated and strained, digeing in cun positions only
to move a few minutes after the guns had been emplaced. Blackout
convoys over the desert sands taught convoy discipline, and radio
communications demanded long hours of practice and training.


















































































































