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Coming home fondest memory for veteran

By SHARON HAYNES

“Welcome home, bays! Wel-
come home.” Those words,
mﬂhd out in huge white rocks

off the coast of Coney Island,
N.Y. were a most memorable
sight on Oct. 8, 1945, for __. ...
. of Mineral City.

. was returning home
from overseas, after serving his
country at war for a year and a
half. “1 knew how Columbus must
have felt when he discovered
Amerien. He gol off his ship,

knelt down and kissed (he
ground, Thl.lll‘.l.lcl.lrwhull'elt
Iln doing.” ... . sadd.

Drafted on ﬁpﬂl 28, 1942, Ha-
ney first went to Fort Hayes in
Columbus. Afer he scored high
on & test for mechanics, he was
sent to Aberdesn, Md., for train
ing as an auto-wheel mechanic.
From Maryland, . went to
Fort Knox, Ky, for more mechan-
ical training on heavy equip-
menl. On June 8, 1044, . __'left

New York for Glasgow, Scotland,
“We went over in luxury on the
Queen Mary. 1 had to sleep in the

swimming pool, but there wasn't
any water in it,” he said with a
grin. “There were so many men
on board that cots were placed in
the swimming pool for us lo sleep

on. It took us six days to get to
Smlll.nd

On a map that all soldiers in
his division received afer the
war, . ' traced the journey of
his outfit, the Tth Armored Divi-
sion. After landing in Scolland,
the troops moved on Lo England.
“When we got to England, every-
thing was completely hlack. Win-
dows were darkened so that no
light could shine through. The
Germans would fly over and any-
where thoy saw light, they would
drop a bomb,” . _ said.

From England, the Tth Ar-
mored Division boarded Landing
Ship-Tank boats and galled to
France. The LST boals were de-
wigned so that the front part of
the boat dropped down. Thee hoat
eould then be maneuvered close
to the shoreline, making it possi-
ble for the troops to unload
quickly, . explained

France wias in shambles when
the Tth Armored Division ar-
rived. Photographs that
had taken showed crumbled

buildings. “The Germans had all
the technology. They were drop-
ping bombs on people who were
trying to fight them with pitch-
forks and clubs. In France, you
would see artillery being moved
by cow and wagon,” . said.

On> of the wors! things that

recalls was crossing the
Baltic Sea. “The Baltic Sea was
froeen solid. We rode a train
across the ice. You talk aboul
somebody who was scared o
death!™

! was wounded during
the war, bui did not wani fo §o
into detail about it While recov-
ering at the hospital, it was
deemed thal either he or his
friend could go home,
knowing that his friend had ‘a
wife and children walting for
him, volunteered to stay. He was
sent to the front lines.

“You know, after seeing all
thoss guys wounded and dying at
the hospital, 1 decided to really
dig in my heels. 1 wasn't only
Nghting for my country anymare.
I was fighting for those guys,

Flnnlly. Haney's duty was
done. It was his time to come
home. “It took us six days to get

over there and 18 days to come
home. | went overseas in huooury
and came back on a eattie boat,”
he said. “1 was sick all the way
back. But then | saw those words,
‘Welcome home, boys' yiou
couldn't imlgims what that felt
like. When we were getling ol
the boat, the confetti was so
thick, you ‘d have thought it was a
blizzard.”
For his service to his country,
..., received a Purple Heart,
Good Conduct and European Al
rican Middle Easiern Service
medals and four Bronee Service
Stirs
Waiting for him at home was
his swoetheart, Helen, the same
sweetheart that he has now been
married o for 49 years. Among
the cards and letters that Helen
recelved during the war was a
“ration card.” “You know durin
the war everything was ratio
- eggs, butter, milk, gas. You re-
ceived a card and you could ex-
change that card for whatever it
said, like a dozen eggs or a pound
of butter. Well, this is the ration
card that sent me,” Helen
said, ling. On the oulside of
the cu was a 'Betty Boop'-
lnnlini character. On ingide
the words, *This ration card

entitles you to four hugs and
ki -

ceniis, continues to serve his
country and his community
through various activities as a
member of the American on
Carr Bailey Post of Mineral City.
\iviivy had been a member for 47
years and served as the post's
commander for three consecutive
years. ll.... also served as a
member of the village council for
six years. Helen and have
five children, Martha Beatty, Je-
rald Jr., and Kenneth of Mineral
City, Helen Marie Libbey of Tex-
as and Marla Kay Taylor of
North Carclina. The Haneys also
Iuw nlm nrmdehll-dreﬁ and one
\'IM.. Ple. Jona-

M T.'lm'l
Il be coming home

I.o vml with his grandparents.
Jonathan is stationed st Fort
Carson, Colo. Like his grandfa-
ther, Jonathan is a luidllr in the
United States Army. “He calls
every Wednesday and Sunday,”
his proud grandfather exclaimed.
“Helen and I are really looking
forward o soeing him at Thanks-
glving."

Then it will be "Welcome
home, Jonathan. Welcome
home.”

T-KJan Conklin

Hs ol Mineral City was wounded and re-
m-mmmwwmrn.

In Loving Memary Of
CECIL NICHOLSON
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ST ANNUAL REUNION
August 22nd, 23rd, 24¢h, 1952

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTLEL

PHILADELPHIA, PA
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ASSOCIATION

ALl =15

tw . B anld 3% 19
Thpimssin, WM higam

SEVENTH ABAORrD
DIVEROM ASSOCATON

Dbt lomedl Lrpnans

STATUER HaDBiL
AUGL 1189, 194



SRR r:::i-r"-""'i""

oy
)

]



5 * i e &5 GlT o
e 4 Yot Lio oSt If
oH URAT YN 53 Y803 r B o

.- 5...4.:4.#}-
...l......l.. | -.".1.... = _|-HI

= — -
il "ATELITUPN BR e l.'..h .HNM. HH

; P DT e ~

§T =9 ”-l. Bormnw = e I.-. ...'.‘l.

i d -y « 3 3 Twasy
- P T ﬂl..l ”.—-l“l .nll_. —

ool T,

-~ B . g i u |r|.|1-l.l Nll.lll.
- e} F- YT k

I..|_- = 2 ..-._‘... b 3 0 4 ¥

T ] ...|. ._.u-.-._ EY LN .n‘__"I. ._“

e e LHOGd3H ONINSOW
S LN} ANYdWOD















: L -'I_;-l.':

EHUHTE[.’I HA"II'E IDENMTIFICATIO CARD
Eupqp-nm Theater of Operatlons, L5, A

This |I-l:l!l:|E

=-r-a’l‘.l 1. Hanay

||||l=|1-|:|.ll dl-:!rlp-&-r-n and ll_|11l|:ur|l appeLr harenn, & 3 -|l|l|-||l|-||I-.t|lI
ﬁﬁi United Stacee armed dorces, sarylag |'-|| tha Feropgads

RO Vo o A L T iMite

ot addres, K. 100 N U AL LA
Privetepiae oy i"'llE" T}__T,_, ............. R "']_T-i IIIIII

i S St - e ol RN R A - L .

1. # _.-II'_'u.'- -.I"'a ; E'I'rj ' I-IlllI|J1r it i

----------------------------






















SEVENTH ARMORED
DIVISION ASSOCIATION

Fighth Annual Reunion

STATLER HOTEL
AUG. 27-29, 1954
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Medal of Verdun

This meslsd was first gwardel

20 Novemlsed PP 1o the delenders
of Verdun, In 1984, ibe medal

wan awarded o the Seventh Armored
[hivisinm For its pele in tho

liberatioe of 1his historic tows.

NATIONAL OFFICERS

Prusin sy — fames Hophin
Vecr-Prrsvant — Chanles Hetlag
SACRET AN TRELsRE N = Jobasis WY aler
Ciirai- famsi Fahl

REUNION COMMITTEES

Huumeon Coutnsin— Glena K. Facller
Aovascr Hecirmarmos— diles V. Hughes
Friocmsn asn PRO-— foel Keman
SrEcial ARRuscoursTe— fahn Treanone

Deconsrinss— Eif (hamey and
el E"-.rql

Program

FRIDAY
AUGUST 27

SATURDAY
AUGUST 29

SUNDAY
AUGUST 29

Registration: Ballroom Foyer sll day.

Headsgmarters: CF Parlor B all day snd night.

Siudio bar drjr tE F-'ir"rr H-lu_l-r .'.I] ETETIAE.

Cinerama shaw af Music Flall (Mefison Avenue
i Brusk) 1:00 M,

Hegistration: Hallroom Foyer all day.
Liincheon moeting—"Wayne Hosm 1330,
Welcome to Detroit—Reumion Chairman
Glenm Fuckler,

W elicmme 1o l!-ruuin—lu-ppmnumr al the

Lity of Diedroin.
Acvegiance by Nabons] Peesldent James ©. Hophiss,
Busimess Movting 2:00 PM,
Memorial Service by Chaplain st close of meeting,
Nursery room lsivd on bullesin bosnd—

10:000 AM, 10 G200 P
Cockiail heur 5300 FM.
Ranapaey T:00 FY.

Ceneral Assembly Wayne Room 10:00 AM, 1o 1500 PPM,

Final Report of commitbees, speelsl evenbs,
installation of new officers and sbiournmmens).

Rt ot the Laumald !
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