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Translated German dacuments and reports dealing with the

METZ OPERATION

Upon the. reduction of Metz, various documents and re-
ports were found by the CIC in the Gestapc Headquarters in
Metz, which also served as the GP of the 462d Infantry
Division of the German Firgt Army. The followil is a
translation prepared by lst Lt Walter Haag and M/Sgt J.
Haftbillig of the German Order of Battle Detachment
attached to XX Corps. ;

Interviewers: Capt H. A. Morris and Lt M, F. Ludden,
34 I & H Sv, atchd XX Corps.

HISTORY OF OCS VI - (Metz Officer Candidate School).

It 1s only a short period of time that has passed
from the foundation of the school up to the present day,
but in this time events of unigque historical importance
have occurred.

The events extend from the entry of pae Uni\ed States
into the war; over Staliﬁgrad; th:'1;:dings of the Anglb-
Americans in North Africa ARgys rwgf ]?We the
Territorial Tasks ia K&oggwi‘,’ii _n‘-:_.;?';‘ ﬁ{{f 40 time

oy T et a1 .

of 20 July 1&14 3% _m:ée-tha”:erman gsoldier,

but particulafly T;;?ﬁ'm:*rﬁiuﬁéfla, harder and more
determined.
During this ;ff:--, the school has given more than
7,000 young Natlonal Socialist peoples officers to the
Garﬁan Army. Many Knights Crosses, many statements of
front line commanders, report of behavior and thelr fight-
ing ability, but especially in unique form the higtoric ‘

f1ght of 1,800 liesutenants and Officer Candidates of the

=



DL LASSLEIRD 7
Authority Nd A -]")5_0\’7

By )\ NARA Date NILY, Al

16 Officers Class on the heights of St Privat and Grave-
lotte gave proof of their heroilsm.

It is the highest and proudest aéknowledgement for the
instructor, whose service igs often very difficult and full
of privations, to know that his Officer Candidates guided
by him have proved to be excellent German officers who
protected the gates of theilr Fatherland.

The magnificent bearing of these, our Comrades, may
be a proud legacy to all the wfficers and Officer Candi-
dates who have gone through the ranks of that school.

I. "Formation in BEVERLOO" :

Perlod of Instruction and Training

On the lst of October 1942, the class for officers
candidates in Beverloo was reorganized into a school VI
for Officer Candidates. Lt Col Abe, assigned as Adjutant
of the Training Class, was.transferred to supreme command
of West. The majorlty of the NCOs and EM was transferred
to thelr replacement units in France, .Military Distriet
VI supplied the necessary replacements. Beginning of
March 1943, the school was transferred to Metz.

The appeal of the Fuhrer in Sport Palace in Berlin
formed the enthusiastic climax and finale of the 12th Class
of the Officer Candidate School., At the same time it was

the last course in the school of Beverloo.
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II. "Transfer to Metz"

Period of Development and Training

Fourteen days before the 12th 0CS Class forward eche-
lon of the school moved to Metz in order to find proper
details of establishing new training and billeting areas.

By the cooperation of local authorities and the party, the
school found excellent billets in Sechleslier Barracks.
Twentyafivé years had passed gince the old 0CS Metz had been
closed and the commander of the new school became Colonel
Sievers, who himgelf had attended an 0fficer candidate
course in Metz in the old Kriegschule, In April 1944, when
the school was already one year in its new locatlon, it

was ordered to increase the school by one class. Thus the
school had 1,900 students by May 1, 1944.

Lt Col Toldadorff who had been commander of the new
clags for only a few weeks was suddenly.transferred to the
east as a regimental commander, and a few days later he
relieved the garrison of the c¢ity of Wilna. GCol Kokott,
who had become the successor of Col Sievers in August 1943,
was called to take over the command of an Infantry Brigade
and later of the 26th Volksgran Division right in the middle
of the 16th 0OCS Class. |

Colonel Siegroth succeeded Colonel Kokott as 4th
Commander of the school. He had only four weeks time to

complete the training of the c¢lass. Then the school wag
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committed against the XX American Armored Corps as a
finale of thelir clags.

COMMITTMENT AS A BATTLE GROUP

"The reorganization to a battle group on 17 Aucust 1944"

The school get up several gtragglers collecting points
on the main roads leading from the west across the Moselle
bridges in order to bring under control all of the indi-
vidual motor vehicles, ar special columms of soldiers,
arriving there from the retreat in the West. The High
Command of the Armored Forces agreed to this reorganization
and officers, NCOs, and enlisted men were transferred to
the various forwarding stations in the city of Metz.

Until the 24 of September 1944, about 4,000 soldiers
and 400 motor vehicles had been directed to the collecting
points of the local garrison, . On the 2d of September 1944,
the Commanding General of Wehrkries XII, General of the
Infantry Schroth, authorized the school to keep all retreat-
ing soldlers, including their weapons and vehlcles, for the
impending commitment against the advancing Americans.

Already on 27 August 1944 the school had been organ-—
ized to a battle group. Affer concluding school work, with
three reinforced battalions and a 13th company (in addi-
tion, Signal and Assault Platoons), after a conference
with General Krause of the Division #462, AT detachments
and fleld guards were put up as securiiy in order to repulse

the advancing American reconnaissance forces,
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In order to guarantee complete construetion of forti-
fications, on the 28th of August 1944, in each battalion
sector one company wasg assigned in turn in the respective
part of the MILR. On account of the incomlng enemy reports
the entire Group 1 and 2 were emp}oyed for constructing
poeitions on the next day. As proposed by the school
commander and after agreement with the Division Commander
#462, the MLR was put up in a general line - Amanvillers
(inel) - Gravelotte (execl) =~ Ars sur Moselle (incl) in a
total length of more than 20 kilometers., The main line of
the MLR ran over the higtoric battle fields of St Privat
and Gravelotte on which line training graunds of the
school were located.

Combat outposts were moved forward as far as St
Privat, Verny, West of Gravelotte, CGorze, and Nouveant.,
The territory on both sides of the MLR was evacuated by
the civillan population in a perimeter of five Xkilometers,

Both committed 0CS groups as well as Group 3, which
g8till remained in the reserve, were reinforced by many of
the retreating soldiers collected by the military garrison
of Metz, so that battle group Von Siegroth had a total
strength of 4,000 nen.

"The patrol of the Combat Outposts at St Privat - Verny -

gravelot - Gorze and Nouveant"

1. St Privat: At dawn of August 27, 1944, one platoon

of 34 Company commanded by Lt Hintze moved to the town of
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8t Privat and both sides of it as a combat outpost. Due
to the rocky terrain, the construction of the posgitions was
very difficult and in the next few days these constructions
were lmproved, road obstacles.were put up, roads prepared
for.destruction, and 8t Privat made & small fortress.

On 4 September 1944 the rear guards of the 17th SS
Pz Division were withdrawn. On the 5th of September the
first contact with the enemy was made. American dive
bombers attacked our vehieles on the road St Privat -
Marieneichen. On the 6th of September, at 1530, our
obgservation post reports fifteen enemy tanks advancing.
After the first shots, they turned around in directlon
of Batilly. 3

One of the marines 1s observed caresgssing his AT
grenade on which he had been trained three days ago.
At 1630, eight enemy tanks and six armored cars and half-
tracks attacked St Privat, advancing up to 100 yards of
our positions and suddenly attacking the edge of the town
with machine gun fire. The enemy infantrymen jumping off
their vehicles were forced to cover due to our heavy

" mechine gun fire., The AT close weapons cannot be used yet

because the enemy tanks do not approach near enocugh. Our
combat outposts could not recelive any AT guns because the
few avallable ones had to be dug-in in the MIR. Our own

light infantry howitzer started firing on the enemy tanks.
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Our own artillery and heavy mortars attacked the Americans
who, after a short while, suddenly jumped pn thelr half-
tracks and together with their tanks retreated towards
Marieneichen. Strong enemy artillery fire of all callbers
covered the retreat of the enemy. .

At 1830, tanks attacked agalin. Thirty enemy tanks
are rolling forward on a wide front firing from all guns.
The wire connections are cut. Under heavy artillery fire
the enemy slowly advanced. 100 yards before our positions
the tanks are splitting up in order to push ahead partly
south, partly north of St Privat. Gompanj Commander, lst
Lt Langenohl, orders the machine gunners and snipers to
attack the half-tracks which follow the tanks. On the
northern edge of the town, two Lieutenants are using their
AT rocket launchers. They do not destroy the Sherman Tanks
but only damage them. The tanks are rolling forward. The
énemy was greatly impressed. He keeps away from our own
positions and pours artillery fire on us. After dusk,
strong infantry forces are approaching from the direction
Mine Ronhofén,_digging in on both sides of St Privat..

'~ Forty tanks and a battalion of infantry have the
village surrounded, There is no connection $o our compan-~
jeg and battalion. Our reports do not get through. On
the left flank, the enemy has broken into the positions

of one of our squads. An enemy patrol, having entered
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