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S E C R E T
48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

UNIT HISTORY

The 48th Armored Infantry Battalion, a unit of the 7th Armored Division, Major General Lindsey Mc D. Sylvester, commanding, moved out from Tidworth Barracks, Hants, England, at 0900 on the morning of Monday, 7 August 44, for the Southampton Marshalling Area in preparation for embarking for France.

The Battalion was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Richard D. Chappuis, with Major Lynn M. Carlson as Executive Officer and Captain Sydney F. Frazier, S-3. Captains Ben R. Freeman, Elmer F. Morgan, and Walter N. Pennino were S-2, S-3 Air-Communication Officer, and S-4 respectively. Second Lieutenant Dean G. Ostrum was Adjutant and First Lieutenant Joseph H. Reddy, Jr. was Liaison Officer.

Headquarters Company was led by Captain Darwin A. Brock, "A" Company by Captain Ronald E. Madden, "B" Company by Captain Philip F. Whitbeck, "C" Company by Captain Harrison S. Forrester and Service Company by Captain Arthur J. Decker. Captain Fred M. Davenport was Battalion Motor Officer and the Medical Detachment was composed of Captains Dante V. Durante, James E. Mazzacane, and Fernand J. B. Hamel.

The move to Southampton was made without incident and the unit closed into its area camps in the early afternoon of the 7th.

Shortly after midnight on the morning of Tuesday the 8th, the companies were alerted and moved to the Southampton docks for loading. Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Company and "A" Company loaded in the Liberty Ship "Thomas Wolfe" and "B" and "C" Companies loaded on the Liberty Ship "Josiah L. Parker." Other elements of the Division were also on these vessels. Loading of all vehicles was completed during the day and the men went aboard after supper. At that time both ships dropped down the Solent to an anchorage near the Isle of Wight where the convoy was to form.

Early the morning of 9 August the convoy sailed and arrived at its destination off Rhino Beach (one of the "D" day landings was made here and the beach then was code-designated as "Utah"), near the base of the Cherbourg Peninsula.

Unloading did not begin until the morning of the 10th. It continued until late in the day. As the elements landed, they moved, under the command of the Executive Officer, to a division assembly area some 30 miles inland beyond Ste. Mere Eglise, scene of one of the worst engagements in the early days of the Invasion.

The two Liberty Ships were finally emptied of the 48th men and vehicles late in the evening of the 11th tho the major parts of "B" and "C" Companies did not reach the assembly area until the evening of the 12th.

Lieutenant-Colonel Chappuis received orders on the 12th from the Division Commander to proceed to a forward assembly area near Landean. This movement began at 2320 on the 12th of August, a half hour after our last elements had closed into the original area.
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The distance covered in this Landean movement was 79 miles and the Battalion completed the move at 0915 on the 13th. A representative of the C. G. was waiting in Landean for Lieutenant-Colonel Chappuis and Lieutenant-Colonel James W. Newberry, Division Reserve Commander who was then traveling with our column, with orders for the 48th to proceed on to another assembly area near Ste. Suzanne, N.E. of Laval. As soon as we had gassed up and performed necessary maintenance, the Battalion moved out (1200) and reached this second area at 1730 having marched a distance of 60 miles.

Almost without a halt we were again ordered to move - this time to La Ferte Bernard. This move began at 2300 and by the time we closed in at 0830 on the morning of the 14th, we had gone an additional 60 miles.

A major portion of the Battalion had had absolutely no rest or cessation of movement since debarking and had covered a distance of 228 miles in 36 hours.

Tho we had no knowledge of the "Big Picture" at that time (nor have we at any time since), it became apparent that the 7th was to participate in the wide encirclement which General Bradley was planning to trap the German forces around Caen and to liberate Paris, main German stronghold in the West.

Hardly had we occupied at La Ferte Bernard when we were reorganized within the Division and the 48th was released from CCR and assigned to CCA under the command of Colonel Dwight W. Rosebaum.

The new breakdown within the Division was roughly as follows:


CCA
CCB
CCR

48 AIB
23 AIB
38 AIB


40 AB
31 AB
17 AB


489 AFAB
434 AFAB
440 AFAB


Co A 33 E
B 33
C 33


Co A 77 Med
B 77
C 77


Co A 814 TD
B 814
C 814


A 129 Ord
B 129
C 129


Some difficulty, however, was experienced in assembling CCR because not all of its parts had as yet debarked, or had not been able to get as far as La Ferte Bernard in time to move out with the main body.

Six hours after reaching La Ferte Bernard, CCA moved out once again (1430) and proceeded North and East via Preval, St. Germain, Remlard, and Moultier towards Sononches
. On this trip on the 14th we encountered our first resistance - it was of a character that paved the way for our future actions throughout the month. Just outside of Sonoches, at 2000 of the evening of the 14th, we were held up by heavy enemy fire and Second Lieutenant James E. Newberry of Company "A" was killed instantly when struck by fragments of an 88MM shell which exploded nearby.
Early on the morning of the 15th, CCA, with the 48th, reinforced as the advance guard, moved and, crushing the resistance remaining in Sononches, captured the town which contained considerable quantities of German equipment.

For the remainder of the month we continued, advancing rapidly on most days, fighting our way through innumerable small towns in most of which the Germans had skillfully arranged their forces for a delaying action.
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Tho at no time did we meat
 any really strong resistance, we did suffer casualties constantly and several times we were sent on missions - as to plug a possible weak spot through which the encircled Germans might plunge - which could have cost us dearly. These enemy delaying actions were most artfully conceived and executed and only the outstanding tactical skill and clever deployment of our forces by Colonels Rosebaum, Chappuis, and McConnell (of the 40th) and the excellent support rendered by Lt.-Col. Milnor with his 489 AFAB prevented several of these strongpoints from becoming a minor Cassino. Tho all the elements were often under orders for employment, it never became necessary to commit the entire Combat Command in any one particular engagement.

After capturing Sononches on the morning of the 15th, we moved forward thru La Villenovains to Chateauneuf where some resistance was met and cleaned up. Even as we passed thru the town, German vehicles, unaware that it had fallen to us, arrived from various points outside and were captured. Late in the afternoon we approached Tremblay and were engaged sharply there for a matter of some four hours. The town swarmed with snipers and tho the 48th passed thru it once, it became necessary to go back and destroy those enemy who had remained in hiding during the passage of the advance guard.

That evening, thru some confusion in higher headquarters, the 79th Infantry Division came abreast of us, assigned to the same routes as those on which we had been given priority. We captured their objective Nogent le Roi and moved some 10 miles beyond to bivouac for the night.

At 0800 on the evening of 16 August, CCA was attached while the troops were preparing to move out. Considerable mortar fire and a few rounds of 88 landed in the bivouac, rendering one of our assault guns useless and destroying a 33 Engineer's half-trac
 and causing a few casualties among personnel. A rapid combined action of the tanks and infantry, with some support from the artillery, quickly ended the attack by destroying the town and steeple which was being used as OP's.

CCR passed thru us in the early afternoon and took the town of Epernon. Here we again passed thru them and went on to Ecrosnes where we remained in place for two days. During this time we carried out vigorous patrolling in all directions - to Ablis on the S.E., Rambouillet on the N.E. and toward Chartres on the S.W. Ablis and Rambouillet were both enemy strongpoints and neither could actually be entered by our forces.

CCB meantime was assaulting Chartres from the West and was having a difficult time. From our position N.E. of the city we were able to round up the Germans who tried to flee from it and our "bag" of prisoners was considerable.

At 1600 on the 18th of August we were ordered to partially retrace our steps and proceed to Dreux, slightly S. E. of Paris in an effort to bottleneck any attempt by the Germans to escape from the Normandy front via this route. The CC proceeded to Dreux via Epernon, Maintenon, and Chateauneuf and arrived at Dreux at 0130 on the 19th. Here we took up a defensive position near the stream junction about 1½ miles N. E. of town. Infantry elements of the 5th Armored had been there before us and pulled out on our arrival.

We spent the 19th and 20th in Dreux in constant, tho minor, contact with the enemy. "B" Company was forced to send out a night patrol which was heavily attacked and resulted in proportionately heavy losses including the death of a medic. Several times our position came under mortar fire but our tremendous superiority in artillery quickly silenced the enemy batteries.
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On August 21st we moved out at 0600 via Nogent, Epernon and Orphin. The movement continued on thru Ollinville. All along the route we met increasingly stiffening resistance. That night we bivouaced just West of Arpajon, a large city in which there were reported to be considerable enemy concentrations. Indeed, much fire fell throughout the afternoon on the site selected for the bivouac. CCR was moving forward rapidly on our right (S) flank, tho a short distance to our rear, and the enemy whom they were flushing were streaming into Arpajon in their haste to reach safety before we cut them off. It seemed more than likely that Arpajon might develop into a second Chartres.

Early on the morning of the 22nd, and concealed in a dense fog which reduced visibility to a matter of a few feet, not yards, the advance elements moved on the town. Fortunately, the major portion of the garrison had fled during the night. The push continued throughout the day and evening and almost at midnight, after a sharp skirmish which resulted in the loss to the Germans of a fuel convoy, the unit bivouaced 5 miles East of Ponthierry on the Seine.

The morning of the 23rd was spent on reconnaissance of possible sites for the crossing and the bridge which the 944th Engineer Battalion was to erect.

At 1400 on the 23rd, Companies "A" and "C" led the assault on the Seine's North bank, Company "B" followed in the wake of Company "C". We were extremely fortunate and suffered almost no casualties despite the great risks involved in this type of operation. The crossing was aided by concentrations from our own Corps (155) artillery and by the Air Corps strafing and bombing of the North bank. The three assault companies, plus elements of our Headquarters Company, reached their objective at 1800 that evening and dug in to hold the 1000 yard beach which they had established. "A" Company had crossed at Tilly and the others some 600 yards down stream. The entire crossing was magnificently handled - on the far shore by Lieutenant-Colonel Chappuis who personally crossed with the forward elements and on the near bank by Colonel Rosebaum himself with the assistance of Colonels McConnell and Milnor who, as individuals, directed the fire of their respective tanks and artillery.

(The bridge at Tilly was somewhat delayed in construction by constant shelling with 88's and mortars and also by a torrential rain and thunderstorm.) Finally, it was completed early on the morning of the 24th and the battalion's vehicles completed the crossing. The remainder of that day and most of the next was spent in consolidating and extending the bridgehead which ultimately proved to be the main source of access across the river not only for the 7th but for many portions of the 3rd Army.  

Rather late on the evening of the 25th, CCA moved out with the 40th and "A" and "B"/48th in the advance guard. The column made good progress but was halted for the night at Rubelles due to heavy fire.

Just after the advance guard halted for the night, and while he was getting his anti-tank guns in position, Lt. Michael Conti, who had joined us 36 hours before as a replacement for Lt. Newberry, was instantly killed when his quarter-ton struck a mine buried in the road.

The following morning we moved forward again and spent the day pursuing German columns and destroyed some 50 supply vehicles, most loaded with ammunition. We also made our first contact with German Panzer units in any strength. The enemy had a number of well-placed anti-tank guns and they gave us considerable trouble. We bivouaced the night of the 26th just East of Pecy.

General Silvester came up on the morning of the 27th to bring us instructions regarding a new formation to be employed. Heretofore we had been fighting (a whole combat command) on a 100-yard front (50 yards on each side of the road). From now the command was to be broken down further and follow three parallel routes, thus considerably
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extending the front. The composition of the columns was as follows:


Route F
Route E
Route D

Lt.-Col. McConnell Comdg.
Maj. Brown Comdg.
Lt.-Col. Chappuis Comdg.


(C.O., 40th)
(Ex.O., 40th)
(C.O., 48th)


40 (-)
489 (-)
48 (-)


A 48
B 48
B 40


C 489
C 40
A 489


3rd Plat. A 814
1st Plat. A 814
2nd Plat. A 814


3rd Plat. A 33
1st Plat. A 33
2nd Plat. A 33



CCA Hdqts.Trains

The objective was an encirclement of Reims and the establishment of a bridgehead across the Visle and Aisne Rivers. Initially the bridgehead was only to be across the former but because the opposition was so light as to permit it, Col. Rosebaum pushed part across the latter to hold both rivers.

The specific routes were as follows:


F Column
E Column
D Column

St. Simeon
Beton-Bazoches
Courtacen


Sablonnierres
Viels Maison
La Chappelle Veronge


Ferte
Conde en Brie
Montmraill


Chazy
Dormans
Corrodert


Nesles
Verneuil
Verdun


Courmont
Trumery
Igny


Coulanges
Rosnay
Chaumuzy


Esme

Ormes


Chateau Thierry


Fisme


CCB was to support the attack with similar columns A, B, and C on the East to encircle the city from that side.

Col. McConnell's attack was successful and, after capturing Chateau Thierry, he spent the night of the 27th there and pushed on to the Aisne River the following day.


Maj. Brown's column spent the night at Conde en Brie and advanced to and captured Dormans. However, the bridges across the Marne were blown there and the column was forced to back march and go West to Chateau Thierry where it crossed and then proceeded in the wake of Col. McConnell's column thru Fisme to a bivouac near Conoivreaux on the Aisne. Here a B/40 outpost captured a German Brigadier General who was seeking to escape.

Lieutenant-Colonel Chappuis' column moved to Montmiraill and captured the city and there spent the night. The morning of the 28th it moved on to Verdon
  and there discovered the Marne bridge was blown. Lieutenant-Colonel Leydecker, CCA Ex. O. on receipt of this information ordered them to proceed to Chateau Thierry, cross, and then proceed up D route. Hardly had the column turned around in compliance with these orders than Lt. Col. Mente, Division G-3, ordered them to turn back once more, cross as directed and proceed on D route. CCA never knew of this change. The 48th returned to the river, fought for and  
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established a bridgehead and the morning of the 29th crossed and moved to the CCA assembly area, bivouacing about 1700 that day at Bouffingereaux on the Aisne. On this move the column captured 125 prisoners, destroyed 4 Mark 4 tanks, and 25 general purpose vehicles, as well as quantities of German supplies.

At noon on the 30th, CCA was ordered to move to an assembly area near Beine, N.E. of Reims. We arrived there at 1610 and learned that at 1800 we were to execute a field order which had not yet arrived. When it came, the next move, an attack in two columns on Verdun, was begun at 1830 on the 30th.

Lieutenant-Colonel Chappuis, with his original force plus the 695 Armored Field Artillery Battalion, less his battery of the 489th, was to take the exposed southern route. Lt.-Col. McConnell, with Major Brown's column in support, was to take the northern route directly against Verdun.

The south column moved East and bivouaced in the vicinity of Aure. The following morning, the 31st, it pushed on and made its bridgehead across the Marne, as directed, at Ambly. Here it trapped an enemy motorized column on the heights above Genicourt and with artillery, tank destroyers, and machine gun fire, completely destroyed it.
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S E C R E T
HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. ARMY


3 October 1944

SUBJECT:  After Action Report for September 1944.

TO     :  Commanding General, 7th Armored Division,

          APO 257, U. S. Army.


No. own
No. own
No. Enemy
No. Enemy
No. own
No. Enemy

September
Dead
Wounded
Dead Est.
Wounded Est.
Vehicles Est.
Vehicles Est.


1
0
0
0
0
0
0


2
0
4
0
0
0
0


3
0
0
0
0
0
0


4
0
0
0
0
0
0


5
0
0
0
0
0
0


6
0
0
5
23
 2H/Tracks
2 Tanks (1-VI,








1-1V,), 2 Pers.








Carriers, 6








Trucks, large








Cargo & 1 Sedan 


7
1
8
2
8
2 ¼Tons
0


8
10
55
5
17
0
0


9
0
3
20
55
1 ¼Ton
0


10
2
4
7
12
1 M8 75-MM
0








Howitzer


11
1
7
4
9
0
0


12
0
1
4
13
0
0


13
0
0
3
8
0
0


14
0
0
5
11
0
0


15
0
0
0
0
0
0


16
2
0
0
0
0
0


17
2
15
250
26
1 ¼Ton
0


18
0
1
5
17
1 H/Track
0


19
0
4
0
0
0
0


20
7
17
7
19
1 H/Track
0


21
2
7
3
10
0
0


22
1
2
2
7
 0
0


23
1
1
0
0
0
0


24
0
1
0
0
0
0


25
0
2
0
0
0
0


26
0
0
0
0
0
0


27
0
5
0
0
0
0


28
0
0
0
0
0
0


29
0
0
0
0
0
0


30
__0
__8
__5
_21
__0
__0

Total
29
133
327
256
9
12
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The action during this period was characterized by the assignment of armored units to do foot-infantry work and the resultant heavy casualties in men and material were only to be expected.

Having successfully established a bridge head across the Marne River at Amblet on the 31st of August, the task force remained in place there that day and the following one. The main reason for remaining there was that we had absolutely no gas-in several cases tanks ran completely dry and in consequence even the vehicles radios had to be shut down.

On 2 September we received a very rigged ration of fuel, enough to move us to a Division Assembly Area north of Verdun in the town of Bras. We remained in that position until the morning of 6 September by which time sufficient gasoline had arrived to permit most of the elements of the Combat Command to proceed on.

Lt. Col. Chappuis' force consisted of his own 48th Armd. Inf. Bn. less "A" and "B" Companies of the 40th Armd. Bn., the 695th Armd. Field Arty. Bn., a platoon of "A" Company of the 33rd Armd. Engr. Bn., and a platoon of "A" Company of the 814th T.D. Bn. The movement was East to Briey and then to the Moselle River; however, the bridge at Briey had been blown and the force had to go South to Hatrize, thence North to Joeuf and East to Malacourt which it reached at 0130 on the 7th.

Later on the morning of the 7th the force moved thru Aierrvillers, Mondeange and Hagondange to a position just South of Talange.

Here began a rather unique bit of soldering. We were told we were to remain in position to keep the German units in this area from falling back against the 5th Inf. Div. which was attacking Metz to our South. The 695 AFA went into position and fired steadily thru a 270 and sometimes larger arc, always with the certainty of striking some German positions. The Germans had perfect observation over one entire area and made excellent use of it. We remained here thru the 14th of September suffering rather heavy casualties in both men and vehicles. Inasmuch as the occupation was strictly defensive and the dispositions were directed by the terrain, no particular orders were issued. Our mission was merely to sit and let the enemy throw observed fire on us, thereby keeping some of his batteries occupied while other U.S. forces attempted frontal and flanking attacks on Metz.

On 10 September a platoon of "C" Company attempted to push South from Talanges to Maizieres in an effort to destroy some of the enemy's OP's, mortar positions, and snipers. Immediately heavy concentrations were laid on our troops and the platoon was compelled to with draw after suffering 25 casualties.

Each night German patrols, some in strength as great as 40 men, attempted to penetrate into the town of Magondange and Talanges. Each time they were driven off and only once did we secure any prisoners from them.

On the 15th of September, Company "B" of the 48th Armd Inf Bn which had reverted to 48th control the 12th, returned to the control of Major Brown and the remainder of the original "Task Force Chappuis" moved back thru Pierrevillers, Auboe, Hertize and Jarny to a Division Assembly area near Puxieux. Here orders were issued sending CCA across the Moselle to assist in enlarging the bridge head already established by CCB and elements of the 5th Infantry Division.
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At 0500 on the 16th, the force moved out of Arry. It crossed the Moselle at Arnaville. This time it was strengthened by the re-attachment of "B" Company of the 48th "A" Company of the 40th was substituted for "B". Other units remained as before. On arrival in Arry, we found that the 5th Inf. had not been able to secure the ground given as our LD and that we would have to assist them if it was to be gained. The weather was wretched and even quarter-ton trucks had chains on all four wheels and were operating in low range. The tanks and half-tracks of our force could scarcely move.

The Combat Cammander
, Col. Dwight Rosebaum, released "A"-48 and Lt. Col. Chappuis led his three infantry rifle companies in a dismounted action due East across the ridge behind Arry and against the town of Marieulles. The initial attack was unsuccesfully carried out. Our troops withdrew South of the E-W span of the ridge North of Lorry, reformed, and again attacked, "A" and "B" Companies abreast. "A" Company suffered particular heavy casualties from intense artillery fire. For the second time that day our assault was beaten off and the companies dug in and held for the night. The "A"-40 tanks had had such hard going because of the weather and road conditions that they did not arrive in time to support the second attacks as planned.

At 0700 on the 17th, the third unsuccessful attack was launched. The Company Commander and a platoon of Company "B" did, however, manage to reach the outer fringe of the town and here they were pinned down unable to either advance or retreat and subject to fire from both forces.

Lt. Col. Chappuis requested a 15 minute preparation by Division and Corps Artillery replied they were sorry but they could only fire for one minute. When they did fire, all the shells landed some 300 yards short of the objective. At 1400 "C" Company and the remnants of "A", supported by "A"-40 which made a partial encirclement of the town to the East, assaulted and captured the town and some 75 German prisoners. Many of the defenders were sufficiently fanatical as to stand in the street firing their machine pistols until killed where they stood by our advancing elements. Also captured in the town was one of our medium tanks which the enemy had taken in the morning, had moved into the town and was using against us.

At 0600 on the 18th, the 48th, less "A" and "B" Companies, was attached to CCB and ordered to attack South from Lorry to Bouxieres. "A" Company remained with CCA and "B" Company went back to the Division CP to act as guard company.

The 48th force with CCB moved on Bouxieres at 1200 and was stopped just North of town by heavy small arms, and artillery fire. The 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion, which was attacking dismounted toward Bouxieres from the West, came up and together the Battalions attacked and took the town. The Germans fled East to Longueville. That night the town was outposted by the 48th Armd. Inf. Bn., and the 23rd established positions just East of the village. Throughout the night other U.S. positions were constantly and accurately shelled.

At 0730 on the 19th, the 48th force, supported by "B" Company of the 31st Armored Battalion and the 1st platoon of "B" Company 814 Tank Destroyer Battalion, attacked due East on hill 223. The attack was carried out as planned. "C"-48th and "B"-31 went thru the woods North of the hill while Hq. Co. 48th supported the attack with its heavy weapons from a position on the East edge of Bouxieres. When the assault companies came to their positions, they attacked from North East to South West across the hill and successfully won it at 1130. Because the Germans had excellent observation on the hill and shelled it whenever even a small group appeared on the crest, it was necessary to organize a reverse slope defense and the companies reorganized and dug in there.

At 1800 that night the 48th was ordered to attack to the Sielle River and to hold its west bank east of hill 223. This was accomplished at 2030 despite extremely heavy

- 3 -

barrages which the enemy placed with uncanny skill and accuracy.

While the attack was in progress, Lt. Col. Chappuis was informed that the 48th was relieved as of 2000 to return to CCA and assist in relieving CCR whose 38th Armored Infantry Battalion had been reduced to roughly 200 effectives after unsuccessfully attacking Sillegny. When the order was received, the 48th was too heavily engaged to be relieved itself but by daylight on the 20th, the relief, by "B" Company of the 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion, was completed. "B"-33 had merely a holding position since the 48th had secured the position.

The 48th withdrew North to a position just South of Lorry. "A" and "C" Companies relieved the 38th. They were then under the control of Lt. Col. McConnell of the 40th Armored Battalion.

"B" Company 48th rejoined Col. Chappuis in this area and the following day replaced "A" on the line. "A" withdrew to the Lorry assembly area and stayed there.

The terrain here was like a concave elliptical bowl with the Sielle River running thru the center and the town of Sillegny in its lowest portion. The Germans held the town and all the commanding ground to the East. Every time so much as a patrol moved into the open anywhere in our sector, it drew intense barrages of artillery and heavy-mortar fire. The Germans were so well supplied that it was not unusual for them to lay a volley or two or three from two battalions of artillery on a single squad or tank which exposed itself.

On the 23rd the Germans registered in on the 48th CP so it was moved to Mardigny, a town 500 yards South.

On the 24th, the 7th Armored Division received orders to join the XIX Corps of the First Army in Holland and to disengage as soon as relived by the 5th Infantry Division. Hq. and Hq. Company and "A" Companies, since they were not in contact, moved out that afternoon, back across the river to a CCA assembly area near Xonville West of Chambley.

The remainder of the battalion crossed the Moselle the following day and closed into the area about 1600. They had "B" and "C" Companies which had been relieved at dawn by the 29th Infantry.

At 1100 on the 26th, the 48th, with all its companies present, moved North along the Luxemburg border to Hasselt in Belgium, then East to Borsheim and assembled in an area South of Vucht. The movement was completed at noon on the 27th, the distance covered was 205 miles.

The battalion remained in place for the rest of the 27th and all of the 28th. On the morning of the 29th it moved 45 miles North to another assembly area South of Deurne, Holland.

In this new assembly area the Combat Command was again split, Task Force Chappuis this time being made up of the 48th, less "B" Company, "A" and "D" Companies of the 40th, "A"-33rd and "A" 814th each less a platoon, and the 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.

On 30 September this force moved 18 miles North to a position South of Oploo and prepared to attack South toward Overloon the following morning.


For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


DEAN G. OSTRUM


1st Lt, 48th Armd Inf Bn


Adjutant
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HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army

1 November 1944

SUBJECT:
After-Battle Report for October 1944.

TO     :
Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

Following is a summary of events contained in the 48th Armd Inf Bn Unit Journal for the month of October 1944:

1 OCT 44  The 48th Armd Inf Bn, a part of CCA, had moved the previous day to an assembly area near Oploo, Holland, preparatory to launching an attack the following day. The 7th Armd Div's mission was to widen the Dutch Corridor along its Eastern flank, clearing the enemy from all ground on our side of the Maas River. CCB was to have captured Overloon, Holland, the previous day but met heavy resistance and was stopped Northwest of their objective. In an effort to aid CCB in taking Overloon, Co A of the 48th and Co A of the 40th Tank Bn launched their initial attack Southeast toward Overloon early in the morning. Heavy enemy mortar and artillery fire pinned the doughboys down and dug-in enemy tanks and anti-tank guns stopped our armor. Several "screaming meemis" rocket barrages fell in the vehicle assembly area and caused minor casualties.

2 OCT 44  Co C of the 48th and Co D of the 40th launched a flanking attack on the enemy force holding up our advance of yesterday at dawn and succeeding in reaching the heavy woods West of Overloon. Again fanatical enemy resistance was encountered; withering artillery fire was brought to bear on our troops causing severe casualties in C Co; and a bitter hand-to-hand struggel
 ensued. The enemy counter-attacked at dusk that evening but was repulsed by our artillery fire.

3 OCT 44  Our front line companies held their ground today and Co C repulsed three enemy counter-attacks killing an estimated 150 enemy infantrymen. The battle swayed from fox-hole to fox-hole--a German infantryman in a certain hole one minute and an American doughboy the next. Our dead and the enemy's fell on top of one another in many cases. Around 2100 a German patrol was driven out of the Battalion Command Post area.

4 OCT 44  We continued to hold our ground and after an hour and a half bitter fighting succeeded in repulsing the most determined German counter-attack of the entire Overloon battle around 1700. Co A of the 33rd Armd Eng Bn was moved up on line to reinforce C Co's right flank. Co A of the 814 TD Bn was also rushed up to the front during the enemy attack to stop a possible enemy tank break-through. The TD's did some firing, but received no tank targets.

5 OCT 44  We continued to hold and received the usual German counter-attack at dawn and again at dusk. Co C suffered heavy casualties in repulsing the dusk attack.

6 OCT 44  CCA (the 48th AIB, the 40th Tk Bn, the 489th FA Bn) were relieved of their defensive position Northwest of Overloon by CCB at 0300. We moved to an assembly area behind the front lines 2 miles East

After-Battle Report for Oct 44-continued

of St. Anthonis, Holland. Co C moved to Division Headquarters to act as guard. Co B formerly attached to the 40th Tk Bn task force rejoined the battalion. We spent the day resting, reorganizing and drawing equipment.

7 OCT 44  We moved out of bivouac near St. Anthonis around 1545 on a 40 mile administrative road march to a new assembly area 1 1/2 miles Northwest of Weert, Holland, arriving 2000. No enemy action.

8 OCT 44  We moved into a defensive sector East of Weert at Moesdijk and outposted a 2 1/2 mile front. Co A of the 40th, and the 2d Plat Co A of the 814 TD, and the 48th (minus Co B again attached to the 40th Task Force) composed our force. Occasional enemy mortar fire fell throughout our positions during the day and some enemy patrolling across the canal to our front was detected at night.

9 OCT 44 through 19 OCT 44  No change in situation. We continued to hold our defensive front East of Weert along the canal from Hulsen to Millert. Enemy patrols frequently infiltrated our outposts causing slight casualties to us and generally losing most of their men to machine gun fire. On 11 OCT one Co A 1/2-track was knocked out by an enemy night patrol firing rifle grenades. Only minor skirmishes and infrequent mortar shelling marked our stay East of Weert. The enemy attempted to lay anti-personnel mines on their combat patrols as several were found on enemy dead.

20 OCT 44  We moved from defensive sector East of Weert at 1200 and joined CCR in an assembly area Northwest of Breemortel 6819 at 1515. At darkness we moved into front lines at Griendtsveen 7177 and releived
 the 23rd Armd Inf Bn. Organizational attachments reverted to their parent units.

21 OCT 44  Holding and extending defensive positions South and East of Griendtsveen. Only enemy action consisted of heavy artillery and mortar barrages around the canal bridges in our sector.

22 OCT 44  An especially heavy artillery barrage fell in Griendtsveen at 2130 for 1/2 hour duration. It was believed to have been a screen for a strong enemy combat patrol of at least 50 men who tried without success to infilter Co B's lines and blow the canal bridge in the company's sector. Heavy enemy casualties were inflicted.

23 OCT 44 through 24 OCT 44  Continued same holding mission at Griendtsveen. No enemy action other than artillery and mortar fire.

25 OCT 44  The 23rd Armd Inf Bn relieved us from our defensive position at Griendtsveen around 1000 and the entire Battalion moved back into billets at Asten, Holland. A six-day program of rest, reorganizaiton and training was planned.

26 OCT 44  The day was spent in maintenance of clothing and equipment and a five-day training schedule was announced to begin the following day.

After-Battle Report for Oct 44-continued

27 OCT 44  A verbal telephone call was received from the CCR Commander at 0800 notifying us to alert the battalion for immediate movement. A great deal of artillery fire had been heard during the night and all had already anticipated a possible end to our rest period. In a strong attack in force a German Panzer Div had moved across the canal and recaptured Meijel, Holland, during the night and were moving aggressively West toward Asten. Depleted elements of the 87th Cav Rcn Sqd were our only holding forces in that area. The 48th moved out of Asten at 0900 and Co A went into position dismounted around 6 miles Southeast of town on the road to Meijel. The remainder of the Battalion with one Co of the 17th Tk Bn planned and launched a coordinated attack toward Meijel at 1500. Co C was to remain in support although it became initially engaged by enemy small arms fire from a woods ahead of its positions. Co A was to flank Meijel when Co B's attack passed their lines. Elements of the 87th Rcn were to have provided flank protection for the two 48th attacking companies, but failed in their mission and two leading companies were counter-attacked by a double enemy envelopment at dusk. Unable to move forward and isolated by the partial envelopment, Co's A and B were successfully withdrawn the following night after a stubborn defense against intended capture and annihilation.

28 OCT 44  New lines were reestablished near what had been the forward Bn command post during the night with Co C on the left and what was left of Co A on the right and a depleted Co B in reserve.

29 OCT 44  Enemy armore continued violent attacks on our Battalion all day. At least ten enemy tanks were knocked out and an almost equal number of our own Tank Destroyers from the 814th and tanks from the 17th Tank Bn were lost. Our casualties were largely MIA cases caused from the confusion brought about by the enemy flank attacks. The 87th Rcn failed each time on its flank protecting mission and the tankers became disorganized when their 75 fire failed to stop the German Tiger Tanks. Despite the constant danger of annihilation the 48th stood its ground and bore the blunt of the three-day attack. Heavy losses in equipment and personnel were paid but the 48th's gallant stand was credited by all with saving Asten prior to the arrival of adequate support.

30 OCT 44  We were relieved by the British around 0200 and moved immediately to an assembly area 3 miles North of Weert arriving at 0430. We moved out at 1600 after a hasty reorganization and joined CCB in taking over our same old defensive sector East of Weert at Moesdijk, Holland.

31 OCT 44  We left the defensive position East of Weert, relieved by the British, and moved to a new assembly area South of Weert at Dijkerstraat. No enemy action. Departed at 2000 and arrived at 2040.

After-Battle Report for Oct 44-continued

VEHICULAR LOSSES FOR OCTOBER--The 48th Armd Inf Bn had its only vehicle losses for the month during the three-day battle Southeast of Asten on 27-29 Oct. Excessively heavy, these losses were as follows: Five (5) 57mm AT Guns, Twelve (12) 1/2 Tracks, Eight (8) 1/4 Tons, and One (1) M-8 75mm Assault Gun.

The only known enemy losses for the month were six (6) Mark V Tanks, and Four (4) Mark VI Tiger Tanks during the Asten engagement.

PERSONNEL LOSSES--


Date
Our Casulaties
Estimated Enemy Casualties

1 October
4
Kil
0
Mis
23
BC
7
NBC
3
Kil
15 Wounded

2 October
1
 "
3
 "
13
 "
2
 "
10
 "
20
  "

3    "
10
 "
6
 "
37
 "
1
 "
150
 "
15
  "

4    "
5
 "
0
 "
8
 "
4
 "
20
 "
50
  "

5    "
5
 "
0
 "
18
 "
2
 "
8
 "
10
  "

6    "
3
 "
0
 "
2
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
  "

7    "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
11
 "
0
 "
0
  "

8    "
1   "
1
 "
2
 "
3
 "
0
 "
5
  "

9    "
0   "
0
 "
1
 "
1
 "
0
 "
1
  "

10   "
0  "
0
 "
0
 "
1
 "
0
 "
2
  "

11   "
1
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
2
 "
5
  "

12   "
0
 "
0
 "
3
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
  "

13   "
1
 "
0
 "
1
 "
1
 "
6
 "
4
  "

14   "
0
 "
0
 "
4
 "
1
 "
2
 "
5
  "

15   "
1
 "
1
 "
2
 "
2
 "
0
 "
2
  "

16   "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
2
 "
0
 "
0
  "

17   "
0
 "
0
 "
1
 "
4
 "
0
 "
0
  "

18   "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
7
 "
0
 "
0
  "

19   "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
2
 "
0
 "
0
  "

20   "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
1
 "
0
 "
0
  "

21   "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
  "

22   "
3
 "
0
 "
8
 "
2
 "
8
 "
10
  "

23   "
0
 "
0
 "
2
 "
3
 "
0
 "
0
  "

24   "
1
 "
0
 "
2
 "
3
 "
0
 "
0
  "

25   "
0
 "
0
 "
1
 "
1
 "
0
 "
0
  "

26   "
0
 "
0
 "
1
 "
1
 "
0
 "
0
  "

27   "
0
 "
26
 "
8
 "
3
 "
10
 "
15
  "

28   "
1
 "
73
 "
14
 "
2
 "
25
 "
20
  "

29   "
0
 "
51
 "
12
 "
8
 "
75
 "
40
  "

30   "
0
 "
0
 "
0
 "
2
 "
0
 "
0
  "

31   "
0
 "
0
 "
3
 "
0
 "
0
 "
0
  "


For the Commanding Officer:


(signed)


DEAN G. OSTRUM


1st Lt, 48th Armd Inf Bn


Adjutant

2 Inclosures

    1-S-2 Journal

    2-S-3 Msg File

 S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. ARMY


2 December 1944.

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of November 1944

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Through Channels)

1.
As the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion was actively engaged in combat only during the first seven (7) days of November, very little can be offered as an after-battle report for this month.

2.
Following is a day by day summary of events:


a.
I NOV 44: 48th Armored Infantry Battalion was relieved from attachment to Combat Command "B" and attached to Combat Command "A". At time of relief, battalion located in Altweert, Holland. Movement to Combat Command "A" area began at 1830 and closed into assembly area 5 miles North of Nederweert 2030.


b.
2 NOV 44: Battalion CP moved to position on Nedeerweert Canal at 619056. Composition of Combat Command "A" was 48th and 38th Armored Infantry Battalions, 40th Tank Battalion, 489th Armored Field Battalion and "A" Company 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion, with a platoon of A/203 AAA AW SP Battalion designated to guard the Bailey bridges which had been thrown across the Nederweert Canal. General plan was for the 38th to attack South parallel to the canal and with a front of approximately 1000 yards. The 40th Tank Battalion was to attack South on a similar front and on the left flank of the 38th. The 48th was to follow in close support of the 40th and drop off small forces to hold strong points that were to be established in the wake of the 40th and to give protection to the Combat Command's left East flank. The objective was the Noorde Canal running East from Nederweert. It is well also to note that the battalion was attached to Task Force Brown (40th Tank Battalion) for this operation and the undersigned acted only in an advisory capacity.


c. 3 NOV 44: Attack began again at 0700 and at 1300 the objective was reached. Progress difficult because of the large number of Schu mines which the Germans had scattered around. These mines were strewn about the fields, in the bottom of foxholes and in the ditches beside roads. Nearly every location which had antitank mines also had Schu mines to injure personnel who might jump from the disable tank or armored car. This ruse proved successful. It was also necessary to destroy the towns of Ospel and Horrick before the advance could go on. Troops dug in for the night and "B" and "C" Companies along the Noorde Canal and "A" in strong points on the left flank. On the North, "A" Company tied in with units of the Reconnaissance Company of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion.
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d. 4 NOV 44: Original plan was for 38th Armored Infantry Battalion to pull out to the North and come South once again on the 48th and 40th's left flank. The whole picture became very much confused since LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHAPPUIS had no command function. The battalion had been attached to LIEUTENANT COLONEL BROWN of the 40th as part of his task force. Such information as reached us was fragmentary and incomplete. As the plan was executed, the 38th turned East, and crossed behind the 40th and 48th and passed through our "A" Company. "A" Company then withdrew and fell in behind the 40th Tank Battalion which was pushing East parallel to the Noorde Canal and on a front of roughly 150 yards. Companies dug in for the night when darkness fell. Our lines were now considerably extended, approximately 1500 yards East along the Noorde Canal and 1500 yards North from it.


e. 5 NOV 44: Attacks to the East continued and by 1645 the objective had been reached on a line running North West from the Noorde Canal with the center of the East flank at 655015. 


f. 6 NOV 44: Weather throughout the operation was poor. There was much rain and considerable fog. Visibility was very poor. Progress throughout the day was slow due to the terrain which was unfavorable for tanks, the rains which made it difficult for infantry and the haze which was bad for vehicles. By nightfall they had reached a North, South line with its center at approximately 660025.


g. 7 NOV 44: Progress continued throughout the day. There was little artillery fire, the chief obsticales continuing to be the terrain and Schu mines. The ultimate objective a line from 670040 to 690030 was reached at 1430. At 1600 the 48th reached an alert order for movement. Relief began at 1700 and by 0330 the 8th November, the entire battalion, as a unit closed into a new bivouac just South of Marrheese, Holland. This movement was made under Combat Command "R" control as the 48th had been attached to that headquarters two days earlier but operations had continued the same.


h. 8 NOV 44: This day was spent in bivouac at the same location plans were made for a movement to be executed the following day.


i. 9 NOV 44: Movement began at 1030. March was under CC"R" control but 48th reverted to CC"A" immediately on arrival in new area at Cadier, near Maastricht, Holland. Battalion closed in at 1630 having made a march of 42 miles.


j. 10 NOV-21 NOV 44: Remained at Cadier. Went through training as individuals, later through company problems and had an opportunity for rest and relaxation as well as to clean up. During this period all weapons in the battalion were fired with special emphasis being put on bazooka and flame thrower training. 


k. 22 NOV 44: Moved 15 miles East to Hoensbroek, Holland. Whole unit billeted indoors.
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l. 23 NOV 44: Intensive day and night training with special emphasis on night scouting and patrolling, and on maintenance of vehicles and weapons. An old German pillbox was located in our area and assault guns were given practical work in attacking it.


j. 24 NOV-30 NOV 44: Remained at Hoensbroek, Holland and continued training.


(signed)


RICHARD D. CHAPPUIS


Lt. Col. 48th Armd Inf Bn


Commanding.

3 Incls:

  Incl 1, Casualty & Vehicle Loss Summary

  Incl 2, S-3 Journal w/Mes, Overlay, Field Order

          & Training Schedule Files

  Incl 3, S-2 Journal & Mes File
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HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 247, U. S. ARMY


2 December 1944.
CASUALTY & VEHICLE LOSS SUMMARY
Month of November 1944

Our
Our
Our
Our
Est
Est

Nov
Kil
Mis
BCH
NBC
En. Kill.
En. Wounded 


1
0
0
1
4
0
0


2
0
0
2
2
0
0


3
0
0
14
1
10
30
(Due to our









Arty prep








prior to








attack)

4
2
0
0
0
2
10


5
1
1
3
2
4
15


6
0
0
4
3
0
5


7
0
0
6
3
0
5

 November 8-30 – No contact.

Our vehicle losses – Negative

Enemy vehicle losses – Negative


(signed)

DEAN G. OSTRUM

1st Lt, 48th Armd Inf Bn


S-1 

Incl 1.
HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. ARMY


2 January 1945.

SUBJECT:  After Action Report.

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C.

THRU   :  Channels.

1. 1 December 1944 – 5 December 1944.


Location: Hoensbroek, Holland.


Map reference: Heerlen, 1/25,000 – Sheet 59N.


Concurrent training was carried on within the companies in the rest billet area.

2. 6 December 1944.


Location: Hoensbroek, Holland


Map reference: Heerlen, 1/25,000 – Sheet 59N.


Awaiting movement orders. Received same at 1400 to move into Germany. At 1640 crossed German border and went into bivouac area in the town of Puffendorf, Germany. Rear CP was located at Geronsweiler, Germany and the forward CP was located at Linnich, Germany. Our mission was purely to maintain a defensive position. Our line companies relieved 1st Battalion, 406 Regiment of the 102 Infantry Division. Patrols were sent out to reconnoiter enemy installations. Local security-SOP. Composition of troops-attached to 406 Regiment (48th intact). Weather-rainy.

3. 7 December 1944 – 9 December 1944.


Location: Forward CP at Linnich, rear CP at Geronsweiler, Germany.


Only enemy contact was periodic shelling of Linnich, Germany and surrounding towns from heavy enemy artillery and mortar.

4. 10 December 1944.


Location: Forward CP at Linnich, Germany, rear CP at Geronsweiler, Germany.


During the night we were relieved by the 2nd battalion, 406 Infantry Regiment. By midnight our elements were completely relieved and pulled back to a bivouac area 1 mile South of Setterich, Germany. Local security, SOP. Weather – rainy.

5. 11 December 1944.


Location: I mile South of Setterich, Germany.


At 0830 our battalion moved intact to the town of Waubach, Holland. At 1130 our entire unit closed in. After being relieved we were under the control of CC"A". The rest of the day was devoted to maintenance of vehicles and weapons. The entire battalion was housed by our billeting officer. Composition of troops-Under CC"A", 48th Armored Infantry Battalion intact. Weather – clear.

6. 12 December 1944 – 16 December 1944


Location: Waubach, Holland


Map reference: Geilenkirchen, 1/25,000 – Position 81.5-58.5.
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Concurrent training was carried on within the companies in the rest billet area.

7. 17 December 1944.


Location: Maldingen, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, Sheet 93 (Also printed in some maps as Sartlez-St Vith).


Leaving Waubach, Holland under CC"A" we traveled thru Kunrade, Keer, Herne, Vervier. Pollece, Frankorchamps, Stavelot, Trois-Point, Vielsalm, Saintchateau, Bovigny, Beho, and locating A CP in the vinivity of Maldingen. Arriving at CP at 1845 traveling 80.7 miles. SOP local security was set up. Weather, cloudy.

8. 18 December 1944.


Location: Rodt, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, Sheet 93 (Also printed on some maps as Sart-les-St. Vith).


Left CP, vicinity of Maldingen, at 1145. Order of march was C-48 with C-40 as advance guard followed by the remainder of the 40th. This battalion column consisted of A-48, Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Company, B-48. Route of march was Braunlauf, Hroncbach, Nerendorf, St. Vith and Rodt. Established CP in house in outskirts of Rodt, (812-889 – Vielsalm 1/50,000 Sheet No. 93), at 1430. Distance traveled 129 miles. "C" Company of Infantry and Tanks attacked and took Potteau that day. "A" Company was committed later during the night in a skirmish line South East of Potteau. "B" Company was in reserve in Rodt. Trains were also located there. Weather, cold and cloudy.

9. 19 December 1944.


Location: Rodt, Belgium.


Map Reference: Vielsalm 1/50,000, Sheet 93.


"B" Company was placed in clearing Southeast of Rodt in skirmish line to the rear of "A" and "C" Companies. (783-915) above map reference. Patrols were active. Some shelling and small arms fire. A.T. platoon of "B" Company which went into position was at vantage point North East of Rodt. "B" Company vehicles were in assembly area near Rodt. Weather, clear and cold.

10. 20 December 1944


Location: Rodt, Belgium


Map Reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, Sheet 93.


No change in position of troops except the A.T. platoon of "A" Company which went into position with "B" Company of the 40th Tanks. Weather, clear and cold.

11. 21 December 1944.


Location: Salomnefur, Belgium


Map Reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,00, Sheet 93.


Grid coordinates 793-907, Enemy patrols were active in the vicinity of 797-894, capturing and taking prisoners. Vehicles of these men were unmolested. One of the drivers escaped soon after being captured, notifying the rear CP. Immediately word was sent out to all units. A patrol of tanks and infantry was sent through the area North of the road of the capture. No enemy encountered. Rear CP moved from Rodt vicinity to the present location leaving at 1500 and arriving at 1545. Distance traveled, approximately three miles. Weather, snowing.

12. 22 December 1944.


Location: Petit-Their, Belgium.


Map Reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, sheet 93. Grid coordinates 742-915.


Enemy forces attacked the battalion maintenance and fired on any vehicles which were in an assembly area near Rodt beginning at 0300. Artillery and mortar fire 
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preceded the infantry and tank attack overrunning the A.T. platoon of "B" Company in the attack. Heavy fighting took place which resulted in the units loosing all vehicles and large weapons. A call for help was sent to the Battalion Commander, but at the same time the enemy attacked the troops on the line, therefore allowing no opportunity for help to be sent. The battalion CP was located in the vicinity of "C" Company vehicles. "A" Company was deployed on the battalion's right flank and attacked by enemy forces at the same time. A fierce battle took place for one and one half hour at the end of which the enemy was driven off. Command vehicles left the CP at 1300 moving in column with CC"A". An orderly withdrawal was executed without casualties. Weather, cold and clear.

13. 23 December 1944.


Location: Harze, Belgium.


Map Reference: Vielsalm, 1,50,000, sheet 93. Grid coordinates, 539-067. Units left Petit-Their at 1545 with "C" 48TH and "C" 40TH as advance guard followed by CC "A" , Battalion Reconnaissance, Headquarters Company, "B" Company, "A" Company and Medical Detachment followed by the remainder of the tanks. Regulating points for the IP knows as Holy, the bridge at Vielsalm called Brooklyn and the assembly area called Flatbush. Arrived at Harze at 2030 and the distance traveled was 25 miles. Weather, clear and cold.

14. 24 December 1944.


Location: Manhay, Belgium


Map Reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, sheet 93. Grid coordinates 584-903.


Battalion left Harze at 0845 and traveled South through Werbomont, Champ de Haire, Chene at Pieire and arrived at Mont Behin Station at 1000. CP was established there. Troops went forward and were deployed South of Manhay. As darkness drew near the Battalion Commander with the Company Commanders made a reconnaissance of a new area to the Northwest of Manhay. Plans to withdraw the troops from the lines and to deploy them in the new area were made with the first company withdrawing at 2200. Soon after the first troops had begun to withdraw, the enemy launched an attack. "A" Company withdrew intact. Companies "B" and "C" became disorganized through the fierce attack and parts of the troops came back to take up a new defensive position South of Mont Bihen Station. New CP was established at Mont Bihen Station.

15. 25 December 1944.


Location: Champ-de-Haire, Belgium.


Map reference" Vielsalm, 1/50,000, sheet No. 93. Grid coordinates, 532-975


Left Mont Bihen Station at 0900 and established new CP at above location. "A" Company was deployed in a skirmish line at 530-910 (Vielsalm, 1/50,000, sheet 93). A provisional company of the remainder of Companies "B" and "C" were deployed to the left of "A" Company later that day. As some of the men of "B" and "C" Companies returned they were put on the line. Weather, cold and clear.

16. 26 December 1944.


Location: Champ-de-Haire, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm, 1,50,000, sheet No, 93. 


Companies with "C" of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion attached were in line generally from 546-915. The 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion less "C" Company took up positions to our left. Our troops also contacted the 424th Infantry Regiment on our right. Little direct contact with the enemy. Weather, cold and low fog, clearing toward evening.
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17. 27 December 1944.


Location: Champ-de-Haire, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm 1/50,000, Sheet 93


Troops remained in their positions. At 0200, the 3rd battalion, 517th parachute Infantry Regiment passed through our lines and attacked Manhay. After a 25 minute artillery preparation. Attack was successful. Suffered few minor casualties from enemy mortar fire. Many P38 planes were over our front. Some enemy strafing took place along the road near the CP. Weather clear and cold.

18. 28 December 1944.


Location: Champ-de-Haire, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, Sheet 93.


S-2 information informed us two SS Panzer Divisions were forming on our front and would probably attack due to favorable weather conditions. No attack. Gas alarms were also sent out for all troops to wear gas masks. Plans for relief for our troops were not effected. Weather, clear and cold.

19. 29 December 1944.


Location: Champ-de-Haire, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, Sheet 3.


Composition and disposition of troops remained the same. Word has been received that relief will come. Weather, clear and cold.

20. 30 December 1944.


Location: Harze, Belgium.


Map reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, sheet 3.


Relief came to the troops by way of the 75th Infantry Division. Troops left the front lines, walked back to the vehicles which were in an assembly area near Champ-de-Haire. Unit left at 1000. Route of march was Werbomont, Bosson, Le Trou, Houssonlage and arrived at Harze at 1115 where the CP was established. Troops were billeted in the town except "A" Company which was located at Rouge-Miniere and Service Company which had been at Les Baty, distance traveled was 6.6 miles.

21. 31 December 1944.


Location: Harze, Belgium.

 *
Map reference: Vielsalm, 1/50,000, sheet 3.


Commanding Officer returned to the CP at 2030 and all officers of Task Force Chappuis assembled and plans were disseminated. The RJ at Werbomont designated as assembly point #1 and RJ 3/4 miles North East of My designated as assembly point #2. Special equipment from the 33rd Engineers was to be delivered to the CP at 0830 1 January. Equipment was to be delivered and distributed to the rifle companies equally. Communication to be established between A/31 and A/48 by communication officers of the 48th early on 1 January 45. Plans were made for immediate training and organization of Task Force Chappuis. Commanding Officer 48th designated the following tentative attack formation:

1ST Platoon A/31) Advance Guard

1ST Platoon A/48)   "      "

A/31 (-)

A/48 (-)

Hq. And Hq Co. 48.

1(A) 33

Rear guard to consist of one section of tanks if column not followed by second Task Force. Weather, clear and cold.
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*
The Commanding Officer this unit reported at CC"B" CP at 1700 to receive instructions and discuss plans for repelling enemy counter-attack in the Corps zone. The decision was made to form three forces as follows:


Task Force Chappuis
Task Force Erlenbush
Combat Command Reserve 


Hq & Hq Co. 48th
Hq & Hq Co. 31st
B/31 (Co. Comdr-Res Comd.) 


A/31
C/48
B/48


A/48
C/31
1/A/33


1(A)33
1(A)33
D/31


(signed)


RICHARD D. CHAPPUIS

Lt. Col, 48th Armd Inf Bn


Commanding.

4 Inclosures

Incl. #1-Battle Notes-Lt. Col. Chappuis

Incl .#2-Pers. Veh. Loss Summary

Incl. #3-Message File
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BATTLE NOTES FOR DECEMBER 1944

Following is a list of battle experiences of the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion with special emphasis placed upon any new lessons learned during this unit's fifth month of combat in the ETO:

INTERDICTORY ARTY-While moving into the line at Linnich, Germany, one of our companies suffered severe casualties when crossing what was later termed as "windy corner". All important crossroads and junctions are zeroed in by Jerry artillery and troops and officers have got to learn to stay away from them by bypassing whenever possible.

MASSED ARTY DRIVES OFF TANKS-During the first days of the powerful German counter-offensive through the Ardennes, this battalion, a part of CCA, was given the mission of capturing the town of Potteau, Belgium, and securing the vital crossroad in the town. Several determined attacks by German armor and infantry were repulsed and it was discovered that German tanks often will withdraw when faced by heavy massed artillery. The plan we used successfully was to suck in their armor, stop it with massed artillery, and then proceed to KO the Jerry tanks at close range with our Shermans.

ENEMY PATROLS EXCEPTIONALLY STRONG-During the last days of the German St. Vith offensive, exceptionally strong combat patrols infiltrated through the dense forests into our rear areas seriously disrupting communications and supply lines. We found it necessary to spread our infantrymen along the supply road to our strongpoint at Potteau in order to insure safe supply lines as long as possible. These doughboys were successful in discouraging and repulsing several strong patrols.

GERMAN NIGHT ATTACKS-Despite all reports to the contrary, the German is very adept at night attacks and tanks as well as infantry are often used. Illuminating shells fired from the enemy tanks were used to disclose our front line positions as their first wave of infantry approached us. Although fired extensively, the enemy's tank machine guns are surprisingly ineffective.

RIGHT TO LEFT CONTACT IMPORTANT-Units must never forget to notify units around them of their actions. At Potteau, Belgium, our entire right flank and rear was left exposed when the adjacent units withdrew without our knowledge. It is suggested and highly recommended that the old adage of establishing contact from right to left become an iron-clad rule in future operations so as to prevent such mistakes.

WITHDRAWAL BY THE BOOK-After holding the vital crossroads at Potteau for a week, we were ordered to withdraw when any future delaying action would have resulted in certain annihilation due to complete encirclement. A coordinated plan exactly as laid down in the field manuals was followed. In spite of the fact that it was a daylight operation and our forward elements were in contact with the enemy and subject to direst small arms and tank fire, the withdrawal of the entire combat command was effected without a casualty. Following heavy artillery concentrations of HE on enemy positions, our move was screened by artillery smoke shells. The bulk of our doughboys were then withdrawn, followed by the tanks, and then the remainder of the doughs riding the backs of our Tank Destroyer platoon's M-36's.
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INCLOSURE #1

IMPORTANCE OF TANK RECONNAISSANCE-At Manhay, Belgium, it was learned that in setting up a defensive position with both tanks and infantry, the tank commanders should go forward with the Infantry commanders to reconnoiter the line of defense. Definite plans must be made and agreed upon for all mutual and supporting fires and positions must be selected prior to bringing the tanks forward. Tanks should not be placed in open snow fields where they are silohuetted against their background. The edge of woods where trails are available for maneuver space must be utilized under such conditions.

JERRY ARTY STRATEGY-During our own artillery shellings on front line enemy positions it was noted that the Germans also would fire at the same time into our own positions in an effort to confuse our own forward observers as well as to cause some of our doughs to believe our own artillery was falling short.


(signed)


RICHARD D. CHAPPUIS


Lt. Col. Infantry


Commanding

S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 247, U. S. ARMY


2 January 1945

PERSONNEL SUMMARY
Month of Decemer 1944


GAINS
LOSSES

Dec
REP
RTD
FUR
KIL
MIS
BCH
NBH
SD
AWOL 


1

1

2


3

5




2


4

1




1


5

3




3


6

2
8



3
1


7

6

5

17
3


8



1
1
3
2


9

1

1
1
3
1

10

24



1
1

11

1




2

12

4


6

4

13

4




2
2

14
1
7




3

15

1

16

3

17

1




1

18





11
5

19

3



8
2

20




2
2
2

21




16
3
2

22

7

13
11
15
4

1

23

24

6

9
66
15
5

25

5


179
5
7

26

1

1

2
2

27

56


3
9
6

28
4
16


1
1
8

29

26




1

30
62
19




4

31
33
14




8

1
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INCL. #2

ENEMY CASUALTIES

December
KILLED
WOUNDED
CAPTURED 

1 – 20
Negative
Negative
Negative

  21
36
25
4

  22
165
98
21

  23
15
17

  24
29
9

  25
7
5

26-31
Negative
Negative
Negative

VEHICLE LOSSES

2 1/2 Ton Trucks
2

1/4 Ton
10

Half-tracks
25

M 8 Tank
1

Tank Recovery Vehicle
1

Wrecker M 1
1

1 Ton Trailer
3

ENEMY VEHICLE LOSSES

Tanks (type unknown)
6


(signed)


DEAN G. OSTRUM


1ST Lt, 48th Armd Inf Bn


S-1
S E C R E T

HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


1 February 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of January 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
          Thru Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

Following is a summary of events contained in the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion Unit Journal for the month of January 1945:

1 January 1945. Location – Ferrieres, Belgium. Map Reference – Aywaille No 80, 1:50,000. Grid coordinates 485 – 022. Battalion in billets where a continuation of reorganization and maintenance of vehicles and weapons is carried on. Assault teams within each letter company were organized and were issued demolitions by A/33. A demonstration in use of demolitions was conducted by a squad of A/33 for the selected personnel. At 1600 the battalion less Service and A Companies moved to new billets at Ferrieres. Unit closed in new billets at 1800. Distance traveled 7.4 miles. Weather – Cold.

2 January 1945. Location – Ferrieres, Belgium. Map Reference – Aywaille No. 80, 1:50,000. Grid coordinates 485 – 022. Re-organization of companies was continued. There was also a continuation of issuance of equipment and clothing to the entire battalion. The battalion less A and Service Companies were alerted to move but was unable to do so due to difficulty in obtaining billets in CCB area. Weather – Cold.
3 January 1945. Location – Rouge Miniere, Belgium. Map Reference – Aywaille No. 80, 1:50,000. Grid Coordinates 502 – 036. At 0900, Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Company less the Machine Gun and Mortar platoons, Medical Detachment and B Company moved from Ferrieres to the above location. Unit closed in at 1030. Distance traveled was 2.2 miles. The Machine and Mortar platoons were billeted at Grimonster. Companies A and C remained at their billets. A/48, 1 platoon of A/31 and first platoon of A/33 conducted training exercises involving close mutual support and teamwork of tanks, infantry and engineers. A similar type problem involving C/48, 1 platoon of C/31 and the second platoon of A/33 were conducted. Headquarters and B Companies continued reorganization. All company and Battalion staff officers attended a critique and conference conducted by the Commanding General of CCB at CCB CP at 1000. Plans were made for problems involving B/48 and 1 platoon of B/31 and the 3rd platoon of A/33 to be conducted 4 January 1945 under the supervision of the CO of 31 Tank Battalion. All Company Commanders assembled at the Battalion CP at 2130 and the following points were brought up: I. The proper wearing of the uniform. II. The wearing of the insignia by officers and non-commissioned officers. III. Military courtesy. IV. Mental alertness of all personnel. V. Close inspection of messes by company commanders and Battalion Medical Officers. Weahter – Cold and snow.
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4 January 1945. Location – Same as for 3 January 1945. B/48, B/31 and 3rd platoon of A/33 conducted a problem involving the penetration of a small force using secondary trails to penetrate similated enemy positions. Problem showed a necessity for further infantry small unit training with emphasis on aggressiveness and control. The conditions of roads in the area that this unit will probably operate, will greatly limit the use and manueverability of tanks, thereby necessitating a greater proportion of infantry. The usual tank-infantry did not properly use the terrain for cover and concealment. In view of the foregoing, this problem for rifle platoons of this battalion, was drawn up and would be executed by each company. Weather – Melting.

5 January 1945. Location – Same as above. All platoons of A/48 ran short advance guard problem. (See S-3 file for problem and overlay) Enthusiasm displayed was good but further training is necessary. AT platoon, Company B, conducted test firing of its 57 MM guns. Bn Commander conducted a meeting at 1630 and covered the Following points: 1. Vital necessity for conservation of all equipment. II. Brief orientation on the tactical situation. III. Necessity for greater alertness on behalf of all personnel towards infiltrating Germans. IV. Read message from the Division Commander on the stand at St. Vith and explained the probable future employment and the necessity for all personnel being prepared. Weather – Clouded.
6 January 1945. Location – Same as above. Companies B and C ran platoon problems of an infantry platoon in Advance Guard. The spirit and enthusiasm was good and good training resulted. The AT platoon of Company A test fired their 57 MM AT guns. Company A also test-fired a number of small-arms weapons. A school on the BAR was conducted for the BAR men of the Battalion by Lt. Steinberg. A sector of the front was reconnoitered by reconnaissance parties from each company. A report on the findings were rendered by the patrol members direct to CCB and posted on the S-2 – S-3 map. Weather – Clouded.
7 January 1945. Location – Same as above. Entire command was furnished the opportunity to take baths at Shower Point. No training scheduled. Religious services were conducted during the day. The Red Cross Clubmobile visited the Battalion to dispense coffee and donuts. An officers school was conducted by S-2 on Gammin and sticky grenades. Weather – Cold.

8 January 1945. Location – Same as above. Training was resumed by all companies in accordance with published schedule. (See Schedule) The Battalion Commander and the S-3 accompanied the CG of CCB on a reconnaissance of the area in the vicinity of Malmedy and Stavelot, Belgium. Contacted CG of the 30th Inf Div and the CO of 120th Inf Regt, 30th Inf Div as to the situation on their front and on possible use of armored elements on the terrain south of their position. All of the roads traveled were covered with approximately six inches of snow and the road net in this area generally inadequate. Terrain very rugged in character with the steep hills covered with forest and few trails negotiable for tanks. Some training scheduled for today was postponed due to the inclement weather. Fifteen officers and non-commissioned officers attended a forward observers school for artillery at CCB CP. Weather – Snow and high winds.

9 January 1945. Location – Same as above. Training schedule followed by all units. Units continued training of small unit tactics. Firing of weapons was accomplished. A/48 conducted company problem involving the use of tanks and engineers. Tanks negotiated trails chosen for axis of advance with 
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great difficulty due to snow and ice. Problem clearly demonstrated that progress in this terrain will be very slow. CO of CCB spoke to all officers at a meeting held at 1600. Numerous SOP procedures were mentioned. Officers were told of the treatment afforded United States Prisoners of War by certain German troops. Weather – Cold.

10 January 1945. Same as above. Training schedule was not followed today as units were placed on a two hour alert. Companies prepared for movement and checked vehicles, radios and other equipment for preparedness. Billeting detail under S-1 reported to CCB for instructions at 1300. Headquarters was notified at 1600 by Workshop (Mr. Bachman) that the unit would not move tonight as planned. Billeting detail returned to CP at 1830 and reported that the area allotted to this Battalion was filled with other troops. This headquarters was notified by CCB that further instructions as to billeting area, time of movement etc, would be forthcoming. Weather – Cold and clear.

11 January 1945. Same as above. Billeting party led by S-1 met at CP of CCB at 0830 for reconnaissance of new billeting area. On order of CCB, all companies were placed on a thirty minute alert after 1200. Billeting party returned at 1300 and reported new area already occupied by other troops. This fact was reported to CCB for action and this headquarters was ordered to conduct further reconnaissance within CCB area for billets. The alert was called off on order of CCB and the move was postponed until 12 January 1945. At 1430, the CO, S-3, S-2, S-1 and a reconnaissance squad left the CP for a search of a new area for billets. Possible billets were located at Marteau, Belgium. Tentative plans were made for moving the entire Battalion within this vicinity 12 January 1945. Entire party less the reconnaissance squad returned to the CP at 1730. The area was cleared with CCB. Permission was granted for C Company to billet in the area of the 31st Tank Battalion. A meeting of all Company Commanders was called at the CP at 1930. The order of March and time of march together with the route of march were given to all companies. Weather – Cold.

12 January 1945. Location – Marteau, Belgium. Map Reference – Malmady Sheet No. 81, 1:50,000. The battalion moved from Rouge Miniere, Belgium as scheduled: 0800 – A Company; 0900 - Headquarters, Headquarters Company and Medical Detachment; 1000 – C company and 1100 – B and Service Companies. Route of march for A Company, Bn Hqs Company and Medical Detachment was Aywaille, Ramouchamps, Houtregard, LaReid and Marteau. Route of march for C, B and Service Companies was Aywaille, Louvigne, Theaux and Marteau. Battalion closed in at 1340. Distance traveled was 15 miles. There were no stragglers. The coordinates of companies and detachments of their present location using the above reference is as follows: Bn Hqs – 648-117; Hqs Company 649-118; A 647-138; B 722-130; C 689-124; Medical Detachment and Service Company 644-116. S-3 and S-2 visited CCB to obtain latest information and instructions. They received a brief outline on the proposed operation. The S-2 obtained a road reconnaissance overlay from the S-2 of CCB. The CG of CCB ordered further reconnaissance in the Bn area for billeting one company of the 509 Parachute Infantry. Further search found no billets available for this company and such a report was forwarded to CCB. A telephone call from CCB at 2340 ordered CO to CP of CCB for a meeting at 0830 13 January. Weather – Cold.
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13 January 1945. Location – Same as for 12 January 1945.
At 0815 the CO reported at the CP of CCB for a meeting with the CG. Various phases of the proposed attack were discussed and plans were made of all tactical compositions of all forces within CCB. Forces within CCB to be as follows:

  Task Force C
  Task Force A
  Task Force B

(Lt. Col. ERLENBUSH)
(Lt. Col. CHAPPUIS)
(Maj Thomasick)

  Hq/31
      HQ/48
      509 Par. Bn.

   C/48
       A/48
        B/31

   C/31
       B/48
      3/A/33
     2/A/33
       A/31
       C/509
     1/A/33

434 FA Bn to be in direct support of CCB. Four other battalions available on call. Other details as outlined in CCB field order to be issued. At a meeting at 1300 of company commanders and staff, the general plan of attack and the employment of Task Force A was discussed. The communications officer was directed to see that the channels on the radios of the organizations other than 48th, be netted into the command net. S-2 was given the mission of contacting any friendly troops within the proposed zone of action, relative mines, strong points, enemy positions etc. S-4 was directed to obtain rifle grenade flares if available. A distribution of a pre-arranged map code was made to the company commanders and the use of it explained. Beginning at 1300, B/48 conducted an assault fire problem over terrain near their billets. Companies A and C conducted training under the companies supervision. Companies also conducted thorough checks to assure that all vehicles were fully combat loaded and that both troops and vehicles were prepared to move on a moments notice. Weather – Cold.

14 January 1945. Location – Same as above. S-3 reported to CCB at 0830 and was directed to reconnoiter for assembly positions in the vicinity of Waimes, Belgium. Upon actual reconnaissance, it was found that the area allotted TFA was on the forward slope of a hill with no concealment and in full view of the present enemy positions. At the time of the visit to Waimes, the village was outposted by dug-in elements of the 2nd Bn of the 23rd Inf Regt, 2nd Inf Div. A report was submitted to CCB and the undesirability of the assigned assembly area was made known. S-3 was advised by CCB that approximately 400 snow capes would be available for the forthcoming operation and as many vehicles as possible were to be calcumined. At 1830 the CO had a brief ceremony and presented awards to a group of officers and men of the battalion. Map studies of proposed operations to be conducted and tentative plans were made for TFA. Further reconnaissance was ordered and the CO directed further to friendly troops to secure information. An outline plan and an overlay for operations was received from CCB. Weather – Cold.

15 January 1945. Location – Same as above. At 0330 S-3 was informed by the liaison officer to report to CCB at 0715 for the purpose of conducting a reconnaissance of the forward assembly areas in the vicinity of Waimes, Belgium. The area was reconnoittered for the suitability of vehicle parks, concealment and location of mines, friendly and enemy. Only part of the area could be reconnoittered since the southern part of this area was under small arms fire. Mines were definitely located in the southern part of the assembly area. Suitable cover and concealment were available within the area. S-3 returned to the CP at 1300. A representative from each company within TFA was sent to the assembly area to select a company assembly area. The CO reported at the CCB CP at 1400 for a meeting with the CG. The CO returned at 1600. The CO and S-3 prepared an attack order (Field Order No. 1). Billeting parties from the companies returned at 1800 and reported to Co that areas within
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the forward area had been selected. Plans were made for instruction in First Aid Measures with Captain LINDEN to be conducted by the Medical Detachment personnel on 16 January 1945. All company commanders of TFA were notified to report at Worse CP at 0900 16 January 1945 for Field Orders. Weather – Cold.

16 January 1945. Location – Same as above. CCB called to discuss the use of defensive grenades or half pound blocks of T. N. T. for blowing holes in frozen ground. Demonstration at Worse CP clearly showed that half pound blocks of T. N. T. were most satisfactory for this purpose. CCB was requested to send 800 half pound blocks of T. N. T. prepared with caps and igniters for use in this Battalion. Blocks were to be prepared by A/33. At 1300 S-2 and S-3 left CP to visit CPs of 120th RCT and 23rd RCT. Visit to 120th RCT disclosed that in accordance with plans all elements were on their assigned objectives. Visit to 23rd RCT disclosed elements of this unit were just short of their objective and expected to be on their assigned objective at 2400. Elements of the 1st Inf Div were not yet abreast of the 23rd RCT but were moving up. CO of 23rd RCT stated that he had been given the mission at 1200 to push beyond his original objective and taking the towns of Iveldingen and Montaneau, Belgium. The objectives had formerly been assigned to TFA, 7AD. S-2 and S-3 returned to CP at 1600. CCB informed unit that it would move to forward assembly area at approximately 2200. Company representatives were sent to check their respective assembly areas at 1800. The reconnaissance platoon was given the mission of posting the road to the forward assembly area. At 1900 CCB notified the unit that there would be no movement tonight and billeting representatives were recalled. No alternate plan was given this Headquarters and no indication of new developments were divulged. At 2030 the liaison officer of Worse guided truck with demolitions to Service Company. Weather – Cold.

17 January 1945. Location – Same as above. CCB called at 1330 for a representative to reconnoitter the forward assembly area. Reconnaissance platoon was given the mission of inspecting new area for suitability as to entrance and exit and as to mine fields. At 1500 CG of CCB visited the CP and disseminated latest enemy information. At 1530 CG of CCB and CO Worse left CP to visit Company B to inspect the use of one-half pound blocks of T. N. T. for purposees of blowing foxholes in frozen ground. The low temperature caused some blocks to fail to explode, but the addition of another cap solved this problem. The offensive grenades that were available at the other ASPs were reported not available to us by ammunitions sergeant. Unit was advised at 1845 that there would be no movement tonight. CO and S-3 planned a reconnaissance in the vicinity of Waimes, Belgium beginning at 0820 18 January 1945. Company Commanders of TFA were told to report at 0900 18 January 1945 for the purpose of conducting a reconnaissance in this same area. Weather – Warmer with snow.

18 January 1945. Location – Same as above. At 0900 CO, S-3 and Company representatives of TFA left CP for a reconnaissance of Waimes, Belgium and routes south of Waimes. New assembly positions were selected on order of CCB and routes leading out of the area were being swept by A/33. After a careful reconnaissance of the forward assembly positions, the Company Commanders returned to their billets. CO and S-3 visited the CP of RCT,
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2nd Inf Div. Information gathered here indicated that there would be no opportunity tonight to put CCB plan of attack into effect. CO and S-3 returned to CP at 1545. CO notified by liaison officer of the cancellation of all previous plans. The CO was ordered at 1730 to report to the CCB CP at 1900 for a meeting and for a discussion of a new plan of employment. Bn was notified that there would be no movement tonight. An Officer representative from each company, the reconnaissance officer and platoon and S-2 were ordered to meet at Worse CP at 0800 19 January 1945, for the purpose of reconnoittering new routes within new zone to LD. Weather – Clouded and misty.

19 January 1945. Location: Waimes, Belgium – Grid Coordinates 840-028. Map Reference Sheet No. 81, Malmedy 1:50,000. S-2 and Reconnaissance Officer left CP at 0830 to check possible routes of forward assembly area in the vicinity of Lingueville. Executive Officer and S-1 met with CG of CCB at Macadams Headquarters at 1400 and received instructions to reconnoiter forward assembly area in vicinity of RJ 822-949. This reconnaissance was made together with EX. O. of 509 Par. Inf Bn EX.O. and S-1 returned to CP at 0845. CG went to CCB CP for a unit commanders meeting at 1500 to receive movement orders to Waimes and to receive a tentative time for crossing the IP which was 2015. A meeting of Company Commanders of TFA was held at CP at 1700 at which time company commanders were given final instructions and order of march. CO and S-3 left CP at 1900. TFA left Marteau at 2015. March order was Reconnaissance section, Bn Hqs, A Company and A/31. C/48 was assigned to TFC at 1700 and B/48 (-AT platoon) was assigned to TFB at same time. Route of march was Marteau, Spa, Malchamps, Franchorchamps, Burneville, Malmedy, Bangnez
 and Waimes. Unit was still moving at Midnight. There was a heavy snowfall.

20 January 1945. Location: 1½ miles East of Recht, Belgium. Grid Coordinates 820-949. Map Reference: Sheet No. 5602, 1:25,000. Still on the move at the beginning of the day. Unit closed in at 0215. Due to the heavy snowfall, several vehicles were ditched and later recovered. At 0500 CO received orders to report to CCB and received the order to be prepared to move at any time after 0800 to new assembly area in the vicinity of RJ 822-949. TFA moved from Wiames at 0800 and closed in new area at above location at 1030. Order of march was A/48, Bn Hqs, Hqs Co, 1/A/33, Medical Detachment, AT platoon of B/48 and A/31. At 1100, C – (2nd platoon) of 814 TD Bn and D/31 was attached to TFA. B- (AT platoon) 48 reverted to TFA at 1700. CG CCB gave TFA the mission to attack in conjunction with TFB, the village of Born. The east-west railroad was the left boundary of TFA. At 1715 TFA attacking in conjunction with TFB on the right, had reached a general north-south line approximately 1100 yards west of Born. They had captured 15 PWs in their attack toward village and were receiving small-arms and AG fire from the high ground just west of Born. At about 1730, the right company of TFB (B/509 Par.) had actually entered the outskirts of Born but had been forced to withdraw to the same general line on which TFA had been stopped. Due to lack of control and communications, S-3 was sent to contact the assaulting elements of TFA and TFB with the mission of coordinating the attack into Born. At 2000 the assaulting companies were ordered to reorganize, consolidate their present positions and prepare to attack. At 2130 a ten-minute preparation of artillery was to be placed on the town with the 434 FA in direct support and as many other battalions of artillery as were available. The 81 MM and AG platoons were given the mission of firing
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mixed concentrations of HE and WP on the section of Born east of the RR tracks. At 2330 a heavy snowfall limited the visibility to 50 yards. At 2345 the attack began with TFA on the left and TFB on the right. TFB was supported by four medium tanks which moved out following the Infantry. During this action B/48, 81 MM plat/48, AG plat/48 were committed. Remainder of TFA was held in CCB reserve in the vehicular assembly area near the CP from 2300 to 0130 (21 Jan 45). Casualties: 1 killed
 and 13 wounded; 1 Half-track was destroyed. Weather – Cold.

21 January 1945. Location: Same as 20 January 1945. At 0200 B/48 had entered Born and was occupying the part of the village assigned as their objective. No contact was made with TFC. At 0500, it was learned that TFC would not be able to reach Born by daylight. A/48 was ordered to pass through B/48 and secure that portion of the town east of the railroad. At 0800 A/48 passed through B/48 and attacked the portion of town east of the railroad. This company met very stiff resistance from MG, rifle and AG fire. Due to the exceptional leadership of the company commander of A/48, the resistance was overcome. This portion of the town was cleared by 1500. A/48 outposted their portion of the town and prepared to repell a counter attack from the south and east. B/48 in conjunction with TFB resumed the attack on the western half of Born at 0800 and also met very heavy sniper and MG fire. The western part of Born was cleared of enemy by 1600. This information was late getting back to the 48th CP with the result that S-3 was sent at 1600 with A/31 and A/38 to assist them in clearing the town. At 1730, contact was made by this force with B/48. The situation was cleared up. A/38 was used to bolster the defenses of B/48 while 1/A/31 was sent to A/48 and the remainder of A/31 supported B/48. At this time A/48 reverted to its battalion but with the mission of supporting B/48 until 0800 22 January 1945. Some artillery and nebelwerfer fire was received in Born from 1800 until 2400. No counter-attacks were received. At 1700 the CO of A/31 reported that road from CP (820-949) to Born was cleared. C/48 reverted to Battalion control at 1800. Total casualties sustained during this action were as follows: 1 killed
 and 12 wounded. There were no vehicular losses. Weather: Cold and clear.

22 January 1945. Location: Born, Belgium. Grid coordinates 852-943. Map Reference: Sheet No. 5602, 1,25,000. At 0230, CO received orders from CG CCB to have one rifle company prepared to move out at 0900. Further instructions were to be given later. In compliance with this order B/48 was alerted. No enemy counter-attack materialized during this period. Further coordination of defensive sectors accomplished during morning daylight hours. At 0900 B/48 was detached and was attached to 31 Tk Bn with mission of attacking Hunningen. C/48 was ordered to take over defensive position held by B/48. At 1700 A/31 was detached from B/48 AIB and reverted to 31 Tk Bn. At 1400, 2 supply trucks were hit by artillery and partially destroyed in the village of Born. (Grid coordinates 848-939) At 2000 one kitchen truck was partially destroyed by mines at coordinates 835-945. One officer and three enlisted men were injured. Occassional artillery fire fell in Born from 1400 to 2400. CP was moved from near Becht, Belgium to above location leaving at 1230 and arriving at 1300. Distance traveled was four miles. Map reference for above coordinates is Sheet No. 5602, 1:25,000. Casualties: one officer and 7 EM killed
, 10 missing in action and one officer and 34 EM wounded. Weather: Cold and clear.
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23 January 1945. Location: Same as for 22 January 1945. At 0400 this headquarters was notified that the Bn was assigned to CCR. This came from S-3 CCB. The CO was ordered to report to CCR Hqs at once. The CO returned to the CP at 0715. The S-3 and liaison officers went to the CCR CP with the CO. All companies were alerted to be prepared for early movement. The Company Commanders of, A, C, Hq/48 and B/40 together with S-3 went on a reconnaissance to locate forward assembly areas for vehicles and a reconnaissance as far forward as possible in the zone of action. The CCR objective was to attack and seize St Vith using east-west road thru Hunnigen as LD with 87 Rcn Sq plus one tank company to seize the ground immediately east of St Vith. The 48th AIB less B company plus B/40 made up one task force – objective being St Vith. At 1000 CO, S-3 and company commanders returned to the CP. The CO received orders that this battalion minus B/48 would revert to CCB control. Plan of attack was changed as follows: TF BEATTY to attack from the vicinity of Hunnigen astride the leading road into St Vith, to seize and hold RJ 853-883. TF RHEA to attack from NE and seize RJ 855-886. TF CHAPPUIS would attack from vicinity of Hunnigen objective, to seize all roads leading to St Vith from the West, South and East. Attack schedule was set at 1300. TF CHAPPUIS consisted of 48AIB (-B) and A/31. Companies moved out in vehicles to vehicle assembly area at Neder Emmels. Due to change in plan, time of attack was postponed until 1415. Artillery preparations commenced at H-20, to be lifted on call, was fired by Division Artillery. TF CHAPPUIS crossed LD at 1415 in a column of companies, C/48 followed by A/48 and MG platoon. One platoon of A/31 was attached to C/48. A/31 (-1 platoon) was held in reserve until road leading to St Vith could be swept for mines. AG and mortar platoons went into position in the vicinity of 840-900 prepared to fire on targets of opportunity. Considerable enemy artillery fire was received in the vicinity of Hunnigen. The attack progressed steadily but slowly due to heavy snow. The enemy opposition was slight. The objective was taken at 1745. C/48 held the sector to the South of St Vith. A/48 covered sector SW and W of St Vith. A/48 contacted TF BEATTY at 1800. At 2000 enemy tanks and infantry were reported moving SW along the road in the vicinity 864-903. Artillery concentrations were fired at this location and results did not become known. No further reports were received of this force. At 2100 CG CCB ordered CO of 48th AIB to coordinate all forces in St Vith and set up the defense of the town. C/48 was in contact with 40 enemy infantry supported by 2 AG and lost contact with them at 2100. Interrogation of prisoners showed that those AG were lost and had come into our lines by mistake. One AG was destroyed and 8 prisoners taken. Occassional nebelwerfer and mortar fire was received in the town after 1800. The forward CP was located at 845-898. Weather – Cold.

24 January 1945. Location: Hunnigen, Belgium. Grid coordinates 845-896. Map reference: Sheet No. 5602, 1,25,000. S-3 visited companies A, B, C/48 and CP of TF RHEA. Plan of defense of St Vith was checked and plans were made for bringing tanks and TDs into the town to establish road blocks. Occassional nebelwerfer artillery and mortar fire was received on our positions in St Vith. Due to the bomb craters and debris within the town, tanks were unable to directly support the all-around defense. Engineers were unable to immediately clear a route thru the town for use as a supply and evacuation route. At 1130 C/17 was relieved from TF SEIKES (517 Par Inf Bn) and attached to TF CHAPPUIS. CO was ordered to report to CG CCB at 1330 for orders. Cos of A and C/48 were ordered to conduct a personal visual reconnaissance for contemplative objectives. At 1600 CO returned
- 8 -

to CP with orders to attack 25 January 1945, to seize objective at 865-873 to 875-885. TF ERLENBUSH was ordered to attack at 1700 and seize the objective which was high ground approximately 1500 yards south of St Vith. At 1600 D/87 was attached to TF CHAPPUIS with the mission of protecting the north flank of CCB. D/87 was ordered to outpost the northern sector of St Vith and remain there until ordered to move forward. Company Commanders were assembled at CP at 1700 for attack orders. A/48 was to move south at 0600 25 January 1945, to pass thru TF ERLENBUSH and attack objective from the South. B/48 was to cross LD at 0600, move east along road from St Vith and attack their position of the objective from the West. C/48 was to be in Bn reserve and be prepared to help in the attack of either companies A or B. A/33 was given the mission to clean the route thru St Vith for vehicles. Work was to be completed by 1500. C/814 TD Bn was to support the attack by direct fire from position area in direction of St Vith. 1/A/31 was to support B/48 attack. Remainder of A/31 placed in reserve. At 1830 CG CCB arrived at CP and furnished this Hqs with additional airiel photos. At 1900 the AG and 81 MM platoons of 31 Tk Bn were were attached to TF CHAPPUIS. 81 MM platoon of 31 Tk Bn was given the mission of reinforcing the fire of A/48. AG platoon of 31 Tk Bn to be prepared to fire on targets of opportunities from position east of St. Vith. Organic mortar and AG platoons to support attack by fire on call of observers. At 2000 C/48 repelled a counter-attack of about 12 men by small arms and artillery fire. Harrassing fires were planned of artillery during the night. At 1600 nebelwerfer fire caused 13 casualties, namely 4 killed
 and 9 wounded of C/48. Total casualties for the day was 14. Prisoners taken – 3. Estimated enemy killed – 10 and enemy wounded – 20. Weather – Cold.

25 January 1945. Location: Same as above. At 0600, A and B/48 crossed LD as per scheduled. A/48 attacked south for about 1200 yards then turning northeast entering the woods at about daylight. A/48 met little resistance and at 0900 had seized its part of the objective and began to dig in. During the day they received some artillery and nebelwerfer fire from an undetermined direction. Some small-arms fire was received from the woods about 400 yards to the front. B/48 advanced due east after crossing LD and reached a position about 600 yards from the objective when they received small-arms, automatic and direct SP gun fire from the ground designated as their objective. Tanks which supported B/48 were in defilade from this fire and were road bound due to shell craters and mines. The tanks were unable to support B/48 due to the presence of roadblocks which were combined with mine fields. The engineers supporting B/48 had become separated from the assault echelon with the result that it was 1400 before the road was cleared and the platoon of tanks could move forward. B/48 and tanks advanced and contacted A/48. It was again stopped because of small arms and AT fire. One tank was hit but not destroyed. B/48 had suffered heavy casualties and was forced to dig in short of their objective. The HMG platoon was displaced forward to support B/48 position. Plans were made at 1800 for the commitment at 0700 26 January of C/48 which was to pass thru B/48, seize the objective and to make contact on the north with CCA. Some artillery fire fell on the BN front lines during the night 25-26 January 1945. One platoon of A/31 was sent forward to re-enforce the position of A and B/48 and were in position by 1900. A/33 had opened the road from St. Vith to the objective by 1900. At 1900 a contact patrol was sent to the South to establish between our right flank and the left flank of TF ERLENBUSH. This contact was made at 2000.
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Contact was maintained thruout the night. Weather: Cold.

26 January 1945. Location: Same as above. At 0700 C/48 crossed LD and contacted B/48 at about 073. After a planned artillery concentration had fallen on the objective, C/48 moved in supported by three tanks of A/31 and seized the objective at o810. At 1100 positions were consolidated and contact was established on the right and with CCA on the left. C/48 had in addition combed out the heavy woods to their left rear. The HMG platoon was ordered to support the defenses of C/48. Approximately 8 tanks from A/31 supported the Bn front in positions which they could cover any tank approaches to our left. B/48 was ordered to revert to Bn Reserve and had begun leaving their positions at 1200. At 1400 B/48 was ordered to establish road blocks covering the approaches into St. Vith from the East, South and West. In addition it was ordered to send one squad as a contact point between 48th AIB and TF ERLENBUSH on the right. Some nebelwerfer and artillery fire fell on the 48th defensive positions during the afternoon and night. At 1930 CO 48th AIB was ordered by S-3, CCB to continue the attack to the East and seize the high ground at 985-877. It was suggested that a combat patrol be utilized to accomplish this mission and that this patrol after reaching its objective, was to dig in for all around defense, holding the high ground at 895-877. CO 48th AIB objected to this plan and recommended a coordinated attack be made on 27 January 1945 to full-fill this mission. It was pointed out that the troops had sustained heavy casualties and had no rest and little sleep in six days. The heavy snow and cold weather had decidedly lowered the fighting efficiency of the troops then on the line. This was conveyed to CG CCB by S-3 CCB. As a result unit commanders were ordered to meet at CP 48th AIB at 2200 to receive attack orders. At this time the following plan was prepared: At 1000 27 January 1945, C/48, A/33, 1/A/31 and TF THOMASICK (509 PAR Inf Bn) with an effective strength of 4 officers and 60 enlisted men were to attack east to secure the high ground at 895-877. Concentrations were prepared by 434 FA Bn. Harrassing fires were to be placed to C/48's front during the night. A/48 was to defend in place, swinging its left flank to the NE to tie in with the new line to be established by the attack. TF THOMASICK was to advance abreast A/48 and protect its left flank. A/33 was to protect right flank initially and tie in the defensive position between A/48 and C/48 once the objective had been seized. Mission of attack was to seize high ground which would protect the right flank of the 82nd Airborne Division in its attack to the east. Meeting was still in progress at close of period. Weather: Cold and heavy snow.

27 January 1945. Location: Same as above. At 0400, CO returned from meeting with CG CCB. At 0500, company commanders and the platoon leader of 1/A/31 were assembled and were issued orders as previously outlined. For the attack C/48 reported an effective strength of 5 officers and 96 enlisted men and A/33, 5 officers and 128 enlisted men. TF THOMASICK had an effective strength of 4 officers and 40 enlisted men. The mortar and MG platoons of Hqs Co and the mortar platoon of 31 tank Bn were to support the attack. At 1000, C/48 jumped off and reported crossing LD at 1007. TF THOMASICK crossed LD at 1025. By 1130, C/48 had reached a general line 885875 – 885883 and were pinned down by heavy small-arms fire coming from edge of clearing 300 yards to their front. TF THOMASICK
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was held up at 878 – 884 and was receiving fire from AG, mortars and small-arms. A heavy enemy concentration of artillery had fallen along the advance of C/48 and A/33. This artillery had caused elements of A/33 to become disorganized, thereby opening the right flank of C/48. A heavy concentration of artillery fire was placed on the enemy positions and every effort of C/48 to advance to their objective was met with strong MG, mortar, artillery and rifle fire. CO C/48 requested permission to dig in at their position. This permission was granted at 1600. A/33 tied in on the southern flank and TF THOMASICK tied in at the northern flank of C/48. At 1800, CO reported to CG of CCB and was told that 38th AIB was to attack the night of 27 January 1945, pass thru the lines held by 48th AIB and seize the objective. Troops of 38th AIB were moving into position at the close of the period. Weather: Cold with light snow.

28 January 1945. Location – Same as above. At 0100 A and C/38 passed thru line held by 48th AIB and seized objective at 0300. No enemy resistance was encountered. At 0730 B/38 was ordered to build up line built by A and C/38 and in attempting to pass thru our lines, was pinned down by small-arms fire coming from area thru which A and C/38 had passed at 0100. At 1400 tanks were brought up and they fired small-arms fire into this area. A coordinated attack by B/38 supported by four tanks at 1730 was successful and B/38 joined the line held by A and C/38. At 1800 commanders of the 2nd Bn, 345 Inf Regt Inf Div met with commanders of the 38th and 48th AIB and details of relief were planned. Relief began at 2100 and was completed at 0130. Weather – Cold.

29 January 1945. Location: Welkenraedt, Belgium. Grid coordinates 755 – 805. Map reference: Verviers No 70, 1:50,000. Upon relief by elements of the 87 Inf Div, 48th AIB assembled at Neder Emmels (841 –905). Company commanders reported at Bn CP at 0300 to receive march orders to new area. Order of March was Headquarters, Headquarters Company, Medical Detachment, A, B, C and Service Companies. Route of march was: Diedenburg, Montaneau, Elvang, Waimes, Robertsville, Jalhay, Limbourg and Welkenraedt. Unit crossed Division IP at Monteneau at 1100 and closed in at new area at 1545. Troops were billeted and a program of rest, recreation, personnel and vehiocular maintenance was initiated. Hot food was served to troops beginning with evening meal. Total casualties since commitment 20 January 1945 are as follows:

Officers
Enlisted Men
Casualties %

Killed
2
35
13
%

Wounded
4
(including)
152
(frost - bite)
56
%

Non – battle
0
(including)
74
(trench – foot)
26
%

Missing
0
13
5
%


---
---
---


   Total
6
274
100
%

Distance traveled during route of march was 38 miles. Weather – Cold and frosty.
30 January 1945. Location – Same as for 29 January 1945. Entire Battallion in billets. This headquarters was informed that Seventh Armored Division was in Corps reserve, V Corps and First United States Army and that the division may be called upon to furnish one combat company at any time to exploit the penetration of the enemy lines in the corps sector. No training was conducted and the day devoted to rest and rehabilitation.
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S E C R E T
A meeting of the staff officers and company commanders was held at the CP at 1600 to discuss matters pertaining to administration, supply and training. All companies reported adequate billets and a large percentage of men were provided with beds. Training for the next seven days was discussed by the S-3 with the company commanders and a general outline of subjects to be covered was taken up. There was no contact with the enemy. No casualties were reported except some cases of suspected trench foot and frost bite. Men were given the opportunity to see movies. Plans were made for additional recreation such as passes to near-by towns. Red Cross Clubmobiles and U. S. O. shows. Weather: Cold with light snow.

31 January 1945. Location: Same as above. Troops continued rehabilitation and rest. Entire Battalion was given the opportunity to take showers and obtain clean clothes at the Shower Point. S-3 attended a meeting at CCB and passed this information received there to the Battalion staff and Company Commanders. Weather: Rainy wtih much snow melting.


(signed)


LYNN M CARLSON

Maj   Infantry

  Commanding

INCLOSURES:

1. Field Order Number One

2. Training Schedule (8 – 10 January 1945)

3. Operations Instructions On Aircraft

4. Messages

5. Overlays

6. Enemy Personnel And Vehicle Casualties
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HEADQUARTERS 48Th ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257 U. S. ARMY


1 February 1945

SUMMARY OF ENEMY PERSONNEL AND VEHICLES CASUALTIES:

DATE
P. W. Taken
Enemy Dead
Enemy dead and buried
Enemy Wounded

20 Jan 45
0
0
0
0


21 Jan 45
52
30
10
0
22 Jan 45
1
1
0
0
23 Jan 45
6
0
0
0
24 Jan 45
0
0
0
0
25 Jan 45
9
3
 0
10
26 Jan 45
10
10
0
3
27 Jan 45
12
12
0
6
28 Jan 45
8
3
0
0
         Total
98
59
10
19

DATE
Tanks Destroyed
Other Type Veh. Destroyed
AT or Artillery Dest.

20 Jan 45
0
0
0
21 Jan 45
0
0
0
22 Jan 45
0
6
1
23 Jan 45
0
0
0


24 Jan 45
0
0
0
25 Jan 45
0
0
0
26 Jan 45
0
0
0
27 Jan 45
1
0
0
28 Jan 45
0
0
0


         Total
1
6
1

Inclosure No VI

S E C R E T
HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. ARMY


1 March 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of February 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.

          Thru Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

This unit was in no time in contact with the enemy. However, the following is a summary of the activities of this unit:


I.
1 February - 11 February 1945 -
Scheduled training was conducted.




(See attached schedules)


II.
10 February - 13 February 1945 -
Range firing was conducted on the Quarry and Leopold Ranges.




(See attached schedules)

III.
4 February and 5 February 1945 -
An officer's school of Task Force Chappuis was conducted on these days at 1600.


IV.
4 February and 13 February 1945 -
All officers and men attended the showing of the film "Germany"


V.
14 February 1945 -
Films on patrolling and house to house fighting were shown to the patrol officers and teams.


VI.
16 February - 19 February 1945 -
This unit participated in a Division CPX.


VII.
21, 25 and 27 February 1945 -
The semiannual reading and explanation of the Articles of War and Venereal Disease.


VIII.
26, 27, and 28 February 1945 -
Division Orientation of the GI Bill of Rights.


IX.
12 February - 27 February 1945 -
This battalion took part in the road reconstruction Program within the corps sector.
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X.
28 February 1945 -
Tetanus and typhus boosters were administered to the officers and men of this battalion by the Medical Detachment.


XI.
28 February 1945 -
A meeting of all officers was held at the CP at 1900.


XII.
The battalion was in billets at Welkenraedt, Belgium.


(signed)


RICHARD D CHAPPUIS


Lt Col Infantry


Commanding 

INCLOSURES:


1. Training Schedule


2. Range Schedule


3. Training Memorandums


4. Range Overlay


5. Billet Overlay
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S E C R E T
HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


1 April 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of March 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.

          Thru Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

The following are activities of this unit during the month of March 1945 for the periods as outlined:

1 – 7 March 1945, this battalion was in location at Steckenborne, Germany. Grid Coordinates 022262, map reference (Schleiden) Sheet # 20, 1: 50,000. This battalion was attached to CCR from 1 - 5 March 1945. During this period the battalion was on alert in preparation to move out. The plan of operation of this unit did not materialize as the objectives were taken by other units. On the 5 March 1945 the battalion was detached from CCR and attached to CCB. There was no direct contact with the enemy at this time.

8 March 1945. Under CCR to which headquarters this battalion was attached as of this date, an administrative march was made from Steckenborne, Germany to Volmershoven, Germany. Distance traveled was 20.4 miles.

9 March 1945. Location: Ippendorf, Germany. Grid Coordinates 537-357. Map Reference Sheet # 5208, 1: 25,000. B and C companies moved thru the second battalion of the 60th RCT of the Ninth Infantry Division. The LD was the barracks at 515338 (Sheet #60, Bonn 1:50,000). Company B was on the right echelon and company C on the left, Headquarters Company (heavy weapons) was in direct support for the attack. The artillery was furnished by the Ninth Infantry Division due to the fact that the artillery elements of the Seventh Armored Division were unable to get into position due to the fluid situation. The attacking companies moved out at 0330. The attack began at 0630. Little opposition was encountered altho 110 PWs were taken. The first objective was the north-south road between Lengsdorf and Ucksdorf, Germany. The objective was taken at 1000 and out-posted. The following objectives were Ippendorf, Dottendorf and Friesdorf. Objective Ippendorf was taken by B and C Companies at 1130. No opposition was encountered. Following the reorganization of both companies, C Company proceeded to, met no opposition and took Dottendorf. B Company proceeded simultaneously, met no opposition and took Friesdorf. Friendly units were contacted on the right and left. At 0900 the 440th FA was in position to support but no firing was done. The remainder of the battalion which had not been forward moved from Volmershoven to Ippendorf at 1400.

10 March 1945. Location: Ippendorf, Germany. Grid Coordinates 537337. Map Reference Sheet # 5208, 1:25,000. This battalion reverted to CCB at 0600. The battalion was given the area from 568352 to 581332 in which units were immediately placed defensively, B Company on the right and C Company on the left. Company A was placed in mobile reserve in Ippendorf, Germany. The
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heavy weapons of Headquarters Company were placed in position for direct support of B and C Companies. Observation posts were manned during the day. The road within the defensive zone was kept under constant watch. During the night, listening posts were placed on the edge of the Rhine River. All quiet was reported from the front.

11 March 1945. Same position as 10 March 1945. No change in the disposition of troops. A few enemy shells fell in our sector but there were no casualties.

12 - 23 March 1945. Location: Kessenich, Germany. Grid coordinates 557349. Map reference, Sheet #5208, 1:25,000. Battalion Headquarters, Headquarters Company, Company A and the Medical Detachment moved to Kessenich, Germany 12 March 1945. Company A established road blocks at the north and south ends of Kessenich, Germany. Other local security was established. Service Company moved from Ippendorf to Kessenich, Germany 13 March 1945. A training schedule for the men of Company A not employed in road blocks was followed 14 - 19 March 1945. On the 20 March 1945, the entire battalion was doubly alerted for an enemy paratroop attack which was expected according to reports received from higher headquarters. No attack was made, but the double alert was maintained thru-out the unit’s stay at Kessenich, Germany. The assault gun platoon leader conducted classes on gunnery 20 - 25 March 1945. Occassional enemy and artillery fire fell into our sector during this period but no casualties were sustained. There was little enemy activity.

24 - 25 March 1945. Location: Ohlenberg, Germany. Grid coordinates 678213. Map reference, Bonn Sheet #60, 1:50,000. A meeting of all unit commanders of Task Force CHAPPUIS was held at 0900. (Task Force CHAPPUIS will hereafter be called TFC). The composition of TFC was 48th Armored Infantry Battalion less A and B Companies, B/31 Tank Battalion, 1/A/33 Engineer Battalion and 1/C/814 Tank Destroyer Battalion. TFC left Kessenich, Germany at 1800 and closed in at Ohlenberg, Germany at 2330, 24 March 1945. The Command track crossed a pontoon Bailey bridge across the Rhine River at 2030. A meeting of TFC was held at 1630 25 March 1945. Movement Orders were received at 2330.

26 March 1945. Location: Krummel, Germany. Grid coordinates 990150. Map reference, Sheet Koblenz S-2, 1:100,000. TFC crossed IP at Kretthaus at 0600. The Order of March was the reconnaissance platoon/48, 1/B/31, 1/C/48, B/31 (-), Bn Hqs, C/48 (-), Hq Co/48, Med/48 and 1/C/814. Unit closed into bivouac one mile northwest of Bonefield, Germany at 0845. After staying in this area for some time, the task force left at 1645 and arrived in the vicinity of Krummel, Germany at 1915. Entire distance traveled was 29.6 miles.

27 March 1945. Location: Oberhausen, Germany. Grid coordinates 354184. Map reference, Sheet Koblenz S-2, 1:100,000. TFC left the vicinity of Krummel, Germany at 0445 and arrived at Oberhausen, Germany at 1300. The Order of March was Recon plat/48, 1 plat/B/31 (-), C/48 (-), Bn Hqs, Hqs Co, Medics and 1/C/814. At Westerburg, Germany, evidence of bombing which had been
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done a week before was witnessed. The half of the town at the railroad was completely destroyed. Contact was made with the enemy this day in small pockets of resistance. Opposition was slight and a number of prisoners were taken.

28 March 1945. Location: Rutterhausen, Germany. Grid coordinates 687297. Map reference, Bad Nauhem S-3, 1:100,000. TFC left Oberhausen, Germany at 0600. Order of March was the same as the day before. At Lollar, Germany, the task force freed Oflag 12B, the German Prisoner of War Camp of high ranking officers of Britain at about 1500. There were approximately 300 officers interned here including fourteen brigadier generals and many other high ranking officers. The camp was not fired upon because it was observed to be a PW camp. About one hour before the leading elements of the task force reached the camp, the German Commandant assembled his guards, numbering about one hundred, took up all weapons. The commandant turned himself and his guards over to the British Officers in a formal surrender. Because of this, the elements met no opposition. By the time the rear of the column passed by, the British flag had been raised on the flag pole. Three American sergeants of the Air Corps, not of this camp, who had been prisoners were overtaken by the column at Rutterhausen, Germany, as the enemy was trying to get them to the rear. The German guards were taken prisoner and once again the sergeants knew freedom. Little opposition was met thruout the day. The number of prisoners taken each day was increasing into the hundreds. It was not an uncommon sight to see groups of prisoners marching down the road toward the rear unguarded except for the advancing column. The task force closed in at Rutterhausen, Germany at 1930 and local security established. The distance traveled was 37.7 miles.

29 March 1945. Location: Stausebach, Germany. Grid coordinates 822500. Map reference, Marburg R-3, 1:100,000. A meeting of TFC was held at the CP at 0600. TFC left Rutterhausen, Germany at 0700. At Deekenbach, Germany, an enemy supply column of horse-drawn wagons and carts, trucks of supplies, gasoline, oil and ammunition was over-run and destroyed. Another fleeing column with supplies and ammunition on the way to Ober Oflieden from Deekenbach and an ammunition dump along the way was destroyed. The forward elements observed a camoflauged position, believed to be a gun position and fired into it. No return fire was received. Upon investigation of the position, two twin engine JU88 bombers was found. One was destroyed and the other slightly damaged. This information was immediately sent to higher headquarters. In the vicinity of Rodheim, Germany, three 2½ ton trucks of the task force supply column were destroyed by 88MM guns. Thirty-five hundred gallons of gasoline, rations and water for one thousand men and the cans containing the water and gasoline were a complete loss to the task force. Approximately 500 prisoners were taken this date. The task force closed in at 2030 and out-posted. Distance traveled was 31.4 miles. 

30 March 1945. Location: Mehlen, Germany. Grid coordinates 958868. Map reference, Marburg R-3, 1:100,000. A meeting of TFC was held at the CP at 0500. TFC left Strausbach at 0600 Joined behind TF ERLENBUSCH at Rauschenberg, Germany. TFC was followed by TF BEATTY. As the column approached the valley of the Eder River, TF ERLENBUSCH moved in on the left. TFC into the center and TF BEATTY on the right. TFC was broken into three smaller task forces, one platoon of infantry and one platoon of tanks each. The mission of
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 the task force was to take and hold the bridges at Affoldern, Mehlen and Hemfurth. When the leading elements reached the town of Mehlen, the bridge at Affoldern was blown. Immediately a fire fight began between elements from the high grounds on either side of the river. The first task force was already on its way down to the bridge of Affoldern while it was blown. This task force was turned around and thrust thru the town of Mehlen to proceed rapidly to the bridges at Hemfurth. The leading vehicle, a reconnaissance peep was hit and two men injured. The bridge was taken intact. This was the bridge at Mehlen. The remaining tank platoon was sent to help TF BEATTY seize and hold the bridge at Giflitz. The bridge was under control and so the platoon returned. The bridge was partially destroyed, but since had been repaired. The second task force was sent to Buhlen. The platoon was deployed and returned to Mehlen, moping up on the way and taking many prisoners. The first task force encountered friendly troops at Hemfurth and proceeded to set up defensively to the northeast of the town of Mehlen while the aforementioned action of the other elements was taking place. Immediately after the bridge at Mehlen was secured, the high ground was organized and a perimeter defense around the bridge set up. During the mopping up, about 30 enemy were wounded and killed and many prisoners taken. Following the action, the enemy position was looked over and revealed that there were 12 20mm AA and 3 40mm AA guns. There were about three hundred troops dug in with bazookas and automatic weapons.

31 March 1945. Location: Mehlen, Germany. Grid coordinates 958868. Map reference, Marburg R-3, 1:100,000. Task Force BEATTY was placed under TFC control. Active motor patrols were sent out and continued throughout the nite. Prisoners which were flushed from the surrounding woods and area were brought in thruout the day and nihgt.

Notes:

1. For the action for the period 24-31 March 1945, A/48 was in Task Force BEATTY and B/48 was in Task Force ERLENBUSCH. 

2. All the elements of the weather were seen during the first ten days of the month. During the remainder of the month, there was fine weather.


(signed)


RICHARD D CHAPPUIS


Lt Col Infantry


Commanding

INCLOSURES: 


1. Training schedules


2. Gunnery training schedule


3. Memorandums


4. Overlays


5. Message file
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S E C R E T
HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


1 May 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of April 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.

          Thru Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

The following are activities of this unit during the month of April 1945 for the period as outlined.

1 - 2 April 1945. This battalion was in billets in Affoldern and Mehlen Germany following their operation in that sector.

3 - 4 April 1945. This battalion was in the process of moving to their new sector on these two days. The total distance traveled for the two days was 61.6 miles.

5 April 1945. The first day of action for this month. Location: Langewiese, Germany. GC 508843, map ref. Girkhausen, sheet 4816, 1:25,000. C/48 followed by B/48 began attacking Almert, Germany at 0700. LD was north-south line thru Oberskirchen, Germany. C/48 moved out two platoons abreast, followed by a platoon of medium tanks of B/31. The first platoon flanked the tanks on both sides of the road. The AT platoon followed dismounted. 1/A/33 followed closely to take care of any minefields that might be encountered. The 81mm platoon of Hqs Co was in position east of Oberskirchen, Germany. Using a medium tank platoon of B/31, 1/C/814 and the MG platoon, C/48 took the objective in the face of vicious direct fire from assault guns. One tank of B/31was damaged in the attack. At this time B/48 moved up to the high ground north of Almert, Germany, and continued the attack to the West thru the woods following the high ground. After receiving considerable direct fire from assault guns, mortars, automatic weapons and small arms, it succeeded in reaching the objective which was the high ground north of Almert, Germany. It was almost immediately blanketed with enemy mortar fire and subjected to a vigorous enemy counter-attack, which forced them off of the objective. It was unable to hold two successive defensive positions, but finally contacted L Company of the 395th Inf Regt, dug in and held about 1,000 yards to the east of the objective. A/48 was in task force reserve at Oberskirchen, Germany. Late in the afternoon A/48 moved out from Oberskirchen, Germany, made a wide flanking move in the woods to the South. It took up a covered position, south of Grafschaft, Germany preparatory to a dawn attack. The 434 FA Bn was in direct support. The vehicles were in an assembly area in the vicinity of Langewiese, Germany. The rear CP was located at Langewiese and the forward CP was located at Oberskirchen, Germany.


Weather: Clouded with considerable haze.

- 1 -

S E C R E T
6 April 1945. Location: Langewiese, Germany. CG 508345, map ref. Girkhausen, sheet 4816, 1;25,000. At 1100, behind a terrific artillery barrage, A/48 jumped off for Grafschaft, Germany. The enemy was caught completely by surprise and in a short time the town was taken and outposted. At this time, B/48 was continuing the attack with a platoon of tanks of B/31 from Grafschaft, on the objective, which was the RJ northwest of Grafschaft, Germany. They succeeded in taking and holding it after receiving all types of fire. As soon as Grafschaft was taken, a strong combat patrol, consisting of 1/C/48 and 1/B/31 moved out from Almert to clear the road to Grafschaft. After one brief skirmish, the route was cleared. The tanks remained in Grafschaft and the infantry platoon returned to Almert. The forward CP moved into Almert, Germany to conclude the day's operation.

Weather: Warmer
7 April 1945. Location: Grafschaft, Germany. GC 456834, map ref. Sheet 128, 1:50,000. From dawn until 0800 B/48 continued sweeping the woods west to within one mile east of Schmallenberg and dug in under cover of the woods. In the meantime C/48 left Almert 0400, made a wide envelopment thru the woods to the south coming into position to attack Schmallenberg. Under cover of darkness A/48 left Grafschaft, moved thru the woods swept by B/48 and stopped to the East of Schmallenberg, prepared to make a coordinated attack with C/48. At 1100, A/48 and C/48 jumped off after a ten minute concentration of two batteries of artillery on Schmallenberg. Considerable automatic fire was received and one tank supporting C/48 was knocked out. After a stiff fight A/48 and C/48 entered the town at 1600 and proceeded to clean it out from South to North. B/48 moved into town as task force re4serve. A combat patrol consisting of the AT platoon of A/48 dismounted, 1/1/A/33 and 1/B/31 moved out from Grafschaft to clear one road to Schmallenberg after the town had been about one-half taken. Four P47s bombed and strafed Schmallenberg at about 1400. The forward CP moved from Almert to Grafschaft at 1030 and the rear CP was established at Almert at 1000. It remained there until about 1700, when it moved forward and a consolidated CP was established at Grafschaft. In the afternoon the vehicles were brought forward to the vicinity of Almert, Germany.

Weather: Sunshine
8 April 1945. Location: Schmallenberg, Germany. GC 584834, map ref. Sheet 128, 1,50,000. A meeting of company commanders was held at 0800. 1/A/48 with one platoon of C/31 pushed out to the high ground north of Schmallenberg and took up positions to support by fire the attack of B/48 on Obringhausen. At 1110, behind a ten minute artillery barrage, B/48 attacked and captured the town without loss. Numerous prisoners were taken. 1/C/31 was immediately sent forward to support them. The objective was secured at 1200. Elements of the rear CP moved to Schmallenberg at 0920, where a forward CP had been established earlier. All attached units were relieved at 1500 and reported back to their commanders.

Weather: Warm and clear.
- 2 -

S E C R E T
9 April 1945. Location: Arpe, Germany. GC 324876, map Ref. Sheet 128, 1:50,000. Defensive positions were reduced to outposts as other units of the division passed thru us. A meeting of company commanders was held at 1750. An administrative march was planned to Kobbenrode, Germany. The order of march was Recon/48, Hqs & Hqs Co/48, Medic/48 and the maintenance section of Service Company. A/48 was attached to TF BEATTY and joined it at Arpe, Germany. B/48 was attached to TF ERLENBUSCH and joined it on the march. On the way several vehicles of the recon platoon became mired in a sodden road north of Arpe. Because this section was impassable and it was dark, permission was obtained from CCB to bivouac for the night. Local security was posted and plans were made for the continuation of the march at dawn. The distance traveled was 20.3 miles.


Weather: Sunshine.

10 April 1945. Location: Kuckelheim, Germany. GC 278929, map ref. Sheet 128, 1:50,000. Starting at 0430, one platoon of C/48 plus one engineer platoon borrowed from TF BEATTY repaired the road with logs and brush. The Battalion minus A and B Companies left Arpe at 0600 and went into an assembly area just east of Kobbenrode. Here it became TF CHAPPUIS with the acquisition of C/31, 1/C/814 and 1/A/33. Moving out at 1100, 1/C/48 dismounted, met with extremely heavy automatic weapons fire coming from the high ground to its right and left. One platoon of C/31 was called up. It kayoed one enemy Mark IV and assisted the platoon of C/48 in reducing the resistance of the enemy. Numerous prisoners were taken and ten MG42s were captured and destroyed. The task force suffered one killed and three wounded. The remainder of the task force followed in close support and assisted in mopping up the ground thus far taken. Due to the terrain, the advance was slow. During the advance, one medium tank of C/31 received four hits from enemy fire at the crossroad. Quite some time was necessary for maneuevering the task force beyond this point because of the enemy positions in the high terrain surrounding it. At Nieder Marpe, assorted fire was encountered and a vigorous fight ensued. The objective was completely taken by 2000. Casualties were low considering the resistance encountered. Four Mark IV tanks and one 88mm SP gun were destroyed. Many prisoners were taken. The infantry mounted tanks and immediately moved on to Kuckelheim. The town was taken against light opposition and rifle fire was received from the high ground north of town until 2300. Many prisoners were taken from the town and surrounding terrain. The town was cleared at 2130 and strongly outposted with infantry, tanks and TDs. All combat units of the task force were in the town by 2400. The rear CP was at Kobbenrode, Germany.

Weather: Sunshine
11 April 1945. Location: Nieder Salwey, Germany. GC 273950, Map ref. Sheet 128. 1:50,000. 2/C/48 moved out from Kuckelheim early with the mission to clear the woods and high grounds to the north. A small mine field was encountered at the railway overpass. 1/A/33 immediately came forward and removed six Teller mines. With the road cleared, the tanks went up, knocking out an enemy half-track on the way. C/48, unmounted, attacked Nieder Solwey and cleared the town without casualties. The tanks and TDs followed rapidly into the town. Direct tank,
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S E C R E T
light artillery and mortar fire was received. The town was cleared at 1020 and patrols were sent to the surrounding wooded high grounds. A number of prisoners were taken. TF BEATTY passed thru this task force to take Ober Salwey which was southwest of this task force. The supporting air of TF BEATTY destroyed numerous flak guns, heavy cargo trucks and other vehicles. This task force had one medium tank damaged while supporting TF BEATTY'S attack. Strong defensive positions were dug in around the town of Neder Salwey. At 2230, a meeting of the commanders of the task force was held. Plans for movement of the next day were given. TF CHAPPUIS was to lead, followed by the other units of CCB. The order of march within the task force was to be: Recon/48, 1/C/31, 1/C/48, 1/A/33, Command Track, C/31 (-), C/48 (-), Hqs Grp, Hqs Co., Medical Detachment, Maintenance and 1/C/814.


Weather: Sunshine

12 April 1945. Location: Langenholthausen, Germany. GC 100015, map ref. Sheet 98, 1:50,000. A meeting of the unit commanders of the task force was held at 1030. The task force movement depended on the preparedness of the other units of CCB and therefore we were placed on a thirty-minute alert by higher headquarters. The task force left Nieder Salwey at 1430. The head of the column crossed the IP, Sieperling at 1500. Route of march was Sieperling, Wenthalthausen, Berge, Heldefeld, Westenfield, Selshede, Rohre, Sundern, Seidfeld, Amecke and Langenholthausen. The order of march was as announced at the meeting yesterday. The task force closed in at 2200. The distance traveled was 26.7 miles.


Weather: Clouded with occassional showers.

13 April 1945. Location: Eisborn, Germany. GC 104098, map ref. Sheet 98, 1,50,000. The composition of the task force was the same and a meeting of the commanders of same was at 0730. The task force was released from CCB and attached to CCA. Order of march was the same as for 12 April 1945. The task force left at 0815 and the route of march was Langenholthausen, Mellen, passed thru elements of TF RHEA at Hovel at 0945. On the outskirts of Hovel, the leading elements were fired on by a Mark IV tank, but got to Wettmarsen without casualties. From here, after extensive reconnaissance, Eisborn was attacked in cooperation with the 1st Bn, 2nd Inf Regt, V Inf Div on the right. A wide flanking maneuever by C/48 on the left netted 87 prisoners from a well dug-in position 500 yards east of Gubeck without casualty. Three tanks of C/31 supporting C/48 and three 90mm guns of the Inf unit were also in the support. From here the task force and associate unit of the V Div pushed rapidly into Eisborn. As soon as our troops were in the town, tanks and TDs were sent up to reinforce them in case of a counter-attack. Eisborn was soon cleared, defensive positions dug in and the wooded high ground to all sides swept clear of the enemy. One Mark IV tank was destroyed destroyed during the operation by P47 fighter bombers, directed by our air-liaison officer. The rear of the column received spasmodic artillery and mortar fire during the morning, but there were no casualties from it. Many prisoners were again taken.

Weather: Sunshine
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S E C R E T
14 April 1945, Location: Hovel, Germany. GO 155079, map ref. Sheet 98. 50,000 A meeting of the commanders of the task force was held at 0830. There was no change in the composition and the order of march remained the same. Orders were to move from Eisborn and to go into an assembly area at Hovel. There was no change in the composition and the order of march remained the same. The task force left Eisborn at 0930 and went into billets at Hovel at 1000. The task force reverted to CCB control noon. While there, further orders were awaited. No further orders came. There was no direct contact with the enemy today.

Weather: Sunshine with occassional showers. 
15 April 1945. Location: Steinhausen, Germany. GO 74119, map ref. Sheet 98, 1:50,000. Following the return of the task force commander from a meeting at CCB, a meeting was held for the unit commanders of the task force at 1200. At this time overlays showing the routes, phase lines, objectives and code numbers were issued. The task force left Hovel at 1350 in the same march order as used previously. The mission of the task force was to pass thru one of two task forces as the situation within the proposed sector dictated. Because the task forces were successful in reaching, taking and holding their objectives, this task force was not committed. Instead, enroute it was taken into an assembly area at the above location. The task force closed in at 1845. The route of march thus far had been Beckun, Volkringshausen and Steinhausen. The distance traveled was 7.3 miles. During the afternoon, the attached units were released and returned to their units. A and B Companies who had been attached to two other task forces returned to the battalion and all assembled in the battalion assembly area.


Weather: Sunshine.
16-17 April 1945. An administrative march was made from Steinhausen to Gr. Schneen, Germany making a total of 152.6 miles.
18-29 April 1945. The battalion was in billets at Gr. Schneen and Elkernhausen, Germany. Training was conducted according to the attached training schedules.
30 April 1945. An administrative march was made from Gr. Schneen to Sulze, Germany, making a total of 141.2 miles.

(signed)


RICHARD D CHAPPUIS

Lt Col Infantry


Commanding
Inclosures:
1. Training schedules.


2. Message file


3. After action reports from the companies.
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1.


18 April, 1945

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY
48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BN
Subject: After Action Report:

TO     : S1 48th Armd Inf Bn:
After a short rest at Mehlen Germany the 48th Armord Inf Bn was called upon to assist in splitting the Ruhr Pocket in to. Headquarters company moved out in its regular place in the task force consisting of a company of tanks, a company of Infantry, Headquarters company, a platoon of engineers and a platoon of Tank Destroyers. Our objective was to capture Schmallenburg.
On 5 April 1945 the task force compossed as above except only a platoon of tanks jumped off from Oberkirchen at 0700 after a 5 mile hike. Observers of the Assault Gun and Mortar Platoon were attached to "C" Company. The Machine gun platoon advanced mounted with the mission to protect the left flank. The attack was opposed by German infantry and tanks. "C" Company suffered several casualties but took their objective and remained there a night. That
2.
same night "A" Co took a village further down the valley and "B" Co held a large hill on the right after severe fighting.
The next day, 7 April, the Machine Gun Plat. and A Co & Mortar observers moved on down and joined "A" Company troops in GRAFSHAFT. One man was wounded in the Mortar Platoon by artillery fire at this village.
An attack was planned on SCHMALLENBURG for 8 April with "C" Company attacking from the left flank and "A" Co making the frontal attack. Observers were with "C" Co and fired several concentrations on SCHMALLENBURG prior to the attack. The attack started at 1100 and was met by heavy AT & MG fire. The village was taken by 1600 and mopped up by "B" Co. The high ground around the village was taken before dark and the MG plat. emplaced on the North.
The next morning "B" Co pressed on Northward to take OBRINGHAUSEN and were supported by Headquarters heavy weapons.
Another task force then passed through our units and continued the attack. 
3.


On 10 April all the task force made a motor march to an assembly area near KOBBENRODE and had the mission of attacking northward. The attack started about 1100 and soon encountered enemy tanks blocking the road. About 1400 Headquarters company heavy weapons were committed and placed in firing positions. Heavy fire was brought on NEIDER MARPE and 3 German tanks and a towed 88 mm Gun were destroyed. The village was burned. Around a hundred enemy were captured and 20 killed and wounded. Lt. Sharp was hit in the foot when he got to close to his exploding shells. The attack pressed on at 2000 hrs. and took RUKELHAUSEN just at nightfall in the face of enemy small arms fire.
The next morning "C" Company pressed on to take NEIDER SALWEY and allowed another task force to pass through attacking to the West.
The task force then received orders to move northward with the Division objectives
of ALENDORF and HOVEL but by the time they reached the departure area the objectives had already been taken. So on the afternoon of the 13 April "C" Company again supported by Headquarters Heavy Weapons jumped off to capture EISBORN and by 1900 the village was secured. Heavy enemy artillery was encountered but no casualties were suffered by HQ Co. Many enemy were taken prisoner and one tank was knocked out.
The task force moved out the next day to continue the attack on DORTMUND but was relieved from the Ruhr Pocket Area and made a 145 mile march to the east for a rest.
In all the action described Headquarters Co. suffered only 2 or 3 slight wounds with no equipment lost to enemy action. An unestimated number of prisoners were taken counting into the hundreds. Many enemy vehicles and tanks were destroyed.

Sam H. Sharp


1st Lt. Infantry 
COMPANY "A" 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION.

APO 257 U.S. ARMY


17 April 1945

SUBJECT : AFTER ACTION REPORT.

TO      : COMMANDING OFFICER, 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION.
This organization left Schmallenberg, Germany on 10 April 1945 and was attached to task force Beatty, arrived at Arpe, Germany at 2100 and no enemy encountered.
Left Arpe, Germany 1100 11 April 1945 enroute to forward assembly area. Arrived at Bracht 1145, task force reformed and prepared for attack. Jumoed off at 1550 and proceeded in attack through Odinerberg, Schwartmeke and then proceeded on to Kobberrode. Several mine fields and road blocks encountered, cleared without enemy resistance.
11 April 1945, still attached to task force Beatty. Patrol of (1) platoon sent out at 0010 to clear woods of enemy small arms and bazooka teams. Patrol returned at 0250, no enemy resistance.  Task force jumped off from Kobbenrode at 0900 and attacked north passing through task force Chappuis at Seiperting at 1210 taking towns and high ground around towns of NDR SAL WEY and OBR SALVEY, received efficient air - artillery support. Three enemy vehicles destroyed and twenty five prisoners taken. Patrols sent out to search out woods and high ground and to contact friendly troops. Contact made with another task force at 1700. Assembled in NDR Salwey, outposted town and bivouaced for the night.
12 April 1945, left NDR Salwey, Germany at 1530, still attached to task force Beatty, in reserve, following in reserve of CCA, arriving in Brachsaven at 2220 set up outposts of infantry and tanks.
13 April 1945, billited in Brachsaven Germany.

14 April, 1945, left Brachsaven at 1015 and arrived at new assembly area at Entingshaven, Germany at 1700.
15 April 1945, left Entingshaven, Germany at 1500 and proceeded on administrative march to new assembly area, arriving at Klustenstien, Germany at 1700.
16 April 1945, left Klustenstien at 0900 and proceeded to Menden, arriving at 1000 at which time the company was detached from task force Beatty and returned to control of the 48th Arm'd Inf. Bn. left Menden at 1400 on administrative march to new assembly area.
17 April 1945, inroute on administrative march. Head of company column entered Kassel, Germany at 0155 and arrived in Elkererthen at 0700.

(signed)


ARVILLE R. OUSDALE


Captain Infantry


Commanding

INCLOSURE #3

AFTER ACTION REPORT

A.
09001 April to 161000 April 1945, Co B, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion.

B.
The objective was the towns of Obermarte, Dormecke, Fehrenbach and Schilipruthen. These were selected because they were necessary to be taken in order to clean out the General Rose Pocket.

C.
Plan was for one company of medium tanks plus one company of Infantry mounted on the tanks to proceed through the woods by means of trails and small roads and to slip in on the towns from the rear and capture them.

D.
Plans were executed as drawn up.

E.
There was small resistance at some points whereas other places were rather heavily defended.

F. Weather was clear and warm.

G!
Personnel health –- good; personal morale -- good.

H.
Terrain was very much in our favor because of the small hills and wooded areas surrounding the towns which enabled us to slip in on the towns almost unobserved.

I.
Reaction of most men under fire was excellent.

J.
The attack on the whole was successful because of the good leadership we had and because of the terrain evaluation and because the enemy least expected us the way that we came.

K.
The action began about 101300-April 1945. Just previous to that the company had moved, on, 09' April to an assembly area outside of Schwartneck and mounted the tanks about 1130 to move into the town of Obermarte. A patrol had gone towards the town of Obermarte earlier in the morning and they had reported slight small arms and a few rounds of SP fire. The town wasn't too heavily defended but the enemy that was there used quite a bit of small arms and automatic weapons fire. There were also about six or seven rounds of SP fire. After taking the town we proceeded on to Dormecke. Just as we were leaving the town of Obermarte the Germans threw in about six rounds of mortar fire. Dormecke was taken about 1830 the 10 of April. 5 Flak guns, 1 short barrelled 88 mm and 26 PWs were taken. We set up and defended Dormecke for the night. At 1100 on 11 April we moved out in attacks on Fehrenbach and Schilipruthen. Fehrenbach was taken by two platoons of Infantry and two platoons of medium tanks about 1400 and one platoon was left to outpost while the rest of the task force moved on to Schilipruthen, which was captured about 1730. 2 Flak guns and 40 PWs were taken. The rest of the company outposted Schilipruthen for the night and in the morning we returned to Dormecke, after being relieved by the 87th Rcn and proceeded to move out to an assembly area near Amecke, which we outposted during the night April 12. On April 13 we moved to vicinity of Langenholthausen where we stayed for the night in an assembly area and on 14 of April we moved to vicinity of Hovel, from which we moved on the 15th and went to the vicinity of Holhzehn. From there we moved to join up with the rest of the 48th AIB and then moved on a long road march of 150 miles to vicinity of Elkershausen.
L.
LWA 4, Vehicles llst 0
Co. C, 48TH ARMD. INF. BN.


8 APRIL 45

A.-5 April 45, 0400 to 7 April 45, 1500. Co C, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion.

B.-Objectives: Grafshaft and Schmallenberg, necessary to Battalion's progress.

C.-Co C left veh. assembly area at 0400. Marched on foot to Oberkirchen, 6 miles west. Here they jumped off with 2nd Plat. left of road, 3rd Plat. right of road, followed by Plat. of med. tanks. 1st Plat. flanked tanks on both sides of road, A.T. Plat. (dismounted) then Engineers. Preceeding tanks were Engineers with minesweepers.

D. – Plans carried out as ordered. Changes made when necessary.

E. – Enemy troops held strategic high ground. Dug in with considerable small arms, machine guns, 2 A.T. guns, S.P. guns, mortars, & heavy artillery. 

F. – Weather – First day: Overcast, clouds brushing hills, visibility fair in late morning, rain in afternoon second day. 

II
Co. C

Cont.

F. – Rainy & cloudy, very hazy. Third day weather fair, although hazy early in morning.

G. – Men in good shape & morale good initially. Road march tiresome. Second day men tired & miserable, morale about fair – due to rain. Third day fair weather boosts morale.

H. – Enemy holds key terrain features. Sector very hilly, thickly wooded. Few scattered clearings narrow, two-way, dirt road leading to obj.

I. Men reacted excellent under fire.

J. Action successful due to leadership & initiative.

K. Action began 0400 5 April 45.
   Action ended 1500 7 April 45. (est.)

L. KIA – 8

   WIA – 32 (SWA 14, LWA – 18
NOTE:
Co. outposting

   MIA – 0

Schmallenberg,

   NBC – 0

awaiting orders.
___VEH – 0

T/4 John S. Gittens
Enemy 338 Div. reported in sector from Dusseldorf.
Co. C

A.–10 April 1945, 1100 - Co. C, 48th A.I.B.

B.–Objective - Kuckelheim, necessary to Battalion's progress

C.-Plan - C Co. moved from veh. area to town of Kobenrode in order of 1 2 & 3 Plat., followed by HQ. Track, Medical Peep, & A.T. tracks. Here men boarded Co. medium tanks (C–31) and moved out, followed by HQ track, A. T. tracks & Engineers. 2 T.D.'s led the column.

D.-Plans executed as drawn.

E.-Enemy - 20 m.m. A.A., A.T. Guns, tanks, S. P. Guns, Inf. with automatic weapons, small arms.

F.-Weather warm & bright, blue sky, visibility excellent.

G.-Personnel in good health & good morale.

H.-Terrain hilly, many clearings, and patches of thick woods. 

I.-Men reacted excellent under fire.
(OVER)

Con't.
C CO.
10 April 45

J.-Successful because of leadership.

K.-Action began 10 April '45 - 1100. 

L.-KIA - 1

   WIA - 7

   MIA - 0

   NBC - 1

   VEH - 0
NOTE:
3rd Plat. entered town. Co. C outposted it that night. Enemy casualties: 4 tanks, 1 towed 88, 1 A. T. Gun, 100 P.W.'s KIA - 25 WIA - 10

T/4 John S. Gittens
Co. C

A.-11 April 1945 7:30, Co. C, 48th A. I. B.

B.-Objective, NDR. Salwey (Division Obj.) Necessary to Division's progress.

C.-C Co. moved out on Co. Medium Tanks (C-31) in order of 2 1 and 3 platoons, followed by HQ. Track. A.T. platoon stayed to outpost town.

D.-Plans executed as drawn. 

E.-Enemy infantry, tanks, small arms, automatic weapons, mortars, & artillery.

F.-Weather hazy in morning, blue sky and bright sun later in day. Visibility excellent in afternoon.

G.-Personnel in good health and good morale.

H.-Terrain very hilly, many clearings, thick woods, roads fair.

I.-Men reacted well under fire.

J.-Successful because of initiative and tactics.

K.-Action began 11 April 45 - 7:30.

   Action ended 11 April 45 - 1200.
(OVER)

Con't.
C CO.
11 April 45

L. KIA - 0

   WIA - 1

   MIA - 0

   NBC - 0

   VEH - 0

NOTE: 1 Enemy tank knocked out 7:45. Enemy casualties: P.W's 30 (est.) 1 20 mm. Flak Gun 1 cargo truck, and 2 halftracks. Co. C outposted town.

T/4 John S. Gittens
Co. C

A.–13 April 1945 10:15, Co C, 48th A.I.B.

B.–Objective - A.T. Gun firing direct fire. Resistance not expected at this point. Eisborn Necessary to Battalion's progress.

C.–3rd Platoon dismounts from halftracks, 1 T.D. called forward & artillery put on target.

D.–Plans executed as drawn.

E.–Enemy Bn. of infantry, 4 Tiger tanks in support, 1 battery F.A. reported in this sector. Heavy artillery barrages.

F.–Weather warm, sun bright, blue sky, cloudy in late afternoon.

G.-Personnel in good health and good morale.

H.-Terrain hilly and thickly wooded. Large clearings.

I.-Men reacted well under fire.

J.-Successful because of tactics.

K.-Action began 13 April 45 10:15

   Action ended 13 April 45 1900
Con't.
C CO.
13 April 45

L.-KIA - 0

   WIA - 1 

   MIA - 0

   NBC - 1

   VEH - 0
NOTE: Enemy casualties: 1 tank, 110 P.W.'s (est )
      KIA}

      WIA} 50

      Reports of Enemy tanks blocking every road. P-47 flight knocked out one tank.
      Co. moved back to Hovel.

T/4 John S. Gittens

S E C R E T
HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


1 June 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of May 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.

          Thru Commanding General, 7th Armd Div, APO 257, U. S. Army

The following are activities of this unit during the month of May 1945 for the period as outlined:

1 May - 4 May 1945. The battalion was in the vicinity of Saltau, Germany. Task forces within CCA were made. Task Force CHAPPUIS consisted of Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Company C, a tank company consisting of 1/B/17, 1/C/17, and 1/D/17, one section of A/814 TD and two squads of B/33. Company A was attached to CCR and Company B was attached to the 87 Calv Rcn Sqd Mecz which was in Division Reserve. There was a meeting of the task force at 1100 at Starkshorn, Germany. The task force left Starkshorn in the following order of march: Recon/48, Hqs/48, Hqs Co.48, 2 squads of B/33, C/48, the tank company and 1/A/814. Service Company reverted to CCA trains control and made the march with CCA trains. The route of march was Eschede, Wizen, Stocken, Reddin, Darchau, Neuhaus, Suckau, Vellahn and Setzin, Germany. The task force closed into bivouac at 0130 on the morning of the third. 

At 0630 there was a meeting of the task force at which time overlays and verbal orders for the proposed march were given. There was another meeting at 1110. The task force left at 1310. Task Force Chappuis followed 489th FA Battalion and was followed by TFR. The order of march within the task force was Recon/48, 1 plat of med tanks, 1 plat of C/48. The tank company (-1 plat), Bn Hqs, C/48 (- ), 2 squads B/33, Medics/48, Maintenance Section and 1/A/814. There was a ten minute halt at 10 minutes prior to each even hour. When the task force arrived at Grevesmuhlen, it followed TF Wimple and when it reached Klutz, the task force passed thru and proceeded on to Kalkhorst, Germany. The route of march was Perdahl, Wittenberg, Gadebusch, Grevesmuhlen, Klutz and Kalkhorst. From Klutz to Kalkhorst, patrols were active and many prisoners were flushed out. Upon reaching Kalkhorst a CP was established one mile to the Southwest. All units of the task force were located at Kalkhorst except Company C which was located at Harkensee, Germany. Many prisoners were taken and processed. The first great handling of displaced persons, allied PWs and German evacuees was on the third of May.

On the fourth of May 1945, the entire task force area was searched for prisoners, weapons and vehicles. There was a continuation on the processing of personnel and enemy vehicles. During the four day period about 
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2500 German PWs, about 500 Displaced Persons and four Allied Prisoners were brought in and evacuated to higher headquarters. There were about 150 enemy vehicles assembled and made ready for higher headquarters evacuation. The mass surrender was so great, the roads were lined with vehicles, carts, walking personnel and horse-drawn vehicles.

The Engineer squads were released and returned to their organizations on the fourth.

5 May - 19 May 1945. Location: Badow, Germany. GC 245626. Map reference: Lauenberg, sheet L-5, 1:100,000. There was a meeting of the task force at 0900. The route and order of march were given. Effective 1200, the battalion minus B Company reverted to CCB. The TD section and the tank company returned to the parent unit. The order of march was Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Medical Detachment, C Company and Service Company. The route of march was Grundshagen, Klutz, Grevesmuhlen, Harshagen, Rehna, Gadebusch and Badow. The unit closed in at 1530 with no stragglers. The distance traveled was 16 miles. Company A joined the column at Harshagen. An overlay showing the battalion sector was received and A Company established a CP at Pokrant, C Company at GR. Welzin, Service Company and Medical Detachment at Bodin. The battalion was intact except B Company which was with B/87 and located at Roggendorf. The Battalion Commander attended a meeting at CCB at 2000.

At a Company Commanders meeting at 0900 on the sixth, each commander was assigned a sector of responsibility. Each company's job was to apprehend prisoners and evacuate them to this headquarters; to stop the unnecessary migration of civilians; to collect all enemy vehicles and ammunition and to make a general police of its area. This work was continued during the battalion's stay. Company B returned to the battalion.

During this period approximately 2000 enemy PWs were evacuated, 5000 Displaced Persons were evacuated and 100 Allied PWs were evacuated. About 315 enemy vehicles were collected into the Battalion Collecting point, some of which were destroyued and others taken over by other units.
20 May 1945. The battalion left Badow at 0315. The order of march was the Reconnaisence Platoon, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, (-AG platoon), A, C, B. Service (-Maintenance Section) Companies, Medical Detachment, AG platoon and the Maintenance Section. The head of the column crossed the IP at 0410. The route of march was Wittenberg, Vellahn, Suchau, Nuehaus, Darchau, Luchow, Garglegen, Magdeburg and Schlen. Sohlen was an intermediate Stop-over for the night. The battalion closed in at Schlen at 1515 with one AG vehicle straggler. It reported several hours later. The distance traveled for the day was 118.6 miles.
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21 - 26 May 1945. Location: Tiefensee, Germany. GC 322423. Map reference: Sheet Q7, Leipzig 1:100,000. The battalion left Schlen at 0545. The order of march remained the same and the route of march continued as follows: Dodenberg, Kothen, Zorgig, Bitterfeld and Tiefensee. The battalion closed in at 1330 with no stragglers. The distance traveled was 75 miles. The location of the companies was as follows: A - Hohenpriessnitz, B and C at Lobnitz, Service and Medical Detachment at Wellaune. Posts were established at the two bridgas across the Mulde River. There was to be no crossing of the river by military or civilian personnel. Patrols were active. Several prisoners were taken and evacuated. Civilian personnel were allowed to travel within the Division area by good reason only.

On the 25th of May 1945, B Company moved to Wellaune. Service Company and the Medical Detachment moved to Roitzsch. Company A moved to Roitzsch on the 26th of May 1945.

27 - 31 May 1945. Location: Roitzsch, Germany. GC 135405. Map reference: Sheet Q6, Halle, 1:100,000. The Headquarters and Headquarters Company moved to their present location 27 May 1945. There was a continuation of the problem of gathering of salvagable equipment, requisitioning and issuing new items and bringing supply records up to date which had begun in this battalion during our stay in the Badow area.

A program for the vehicles to be cleaned, repaired, repainted and re-marked was instituted. Company A began a full time schedule beginning 28 May 1945. B, C, and Headquarters Companies maintained outposts and had active patrols within the battalion sector. Scheduked training for those not active in the patrol and guard duty was followed.


(signed)


RICHARD D CHAPPUIS


LT COL Infantry


Commanding

INCLOSURES:
1. Training Schedules.


2. Message file.


3. Overlays.
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HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


16 July 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, Month of June 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.

          Thru Commanding General, 7th Armored Division
          APO # 257, U. S. Army

The battalion in Combat Command was responsible for the police of a sector of Kreiss Bitterfeld. The C.P. was located at Roitzsch, Germany, grid coordinates 135405. Map reference is sheet Q6, Halle, 1:100,000. A, Service and Headquarters Companies and the Medical Detachment were located at Roitzsch. Company C was located at Lobnitz and Company B at Wellaune, Germany.

Twelve junior officers of the battalion completed a course at the division Officer's school located at Kothen, Germany. This course was of one week's duration.

A vigorous athletic program was established and put into practice. Within each company a softball team was organized for an intra-battalion league. A battalion softball team was organized for participation in the American league of the division. A battalion volleyball team was also organized for inter-battalion league playing. When the weather permitted, swimming was enjoyed in the pool. Horse shoe courts were built for each company.

Parades were held weekly on the battalion parade ground with music by the Division Band.

A refresher course of one week's duration was held for CW radio operators for three hours in the morning.

One week of crew drill and nomenclature of the mortars, 60mm and 81mm was followed by range firing. Small arms firing was completed as well as machine and submachine gun firing. The assault gun platoon of Headquarters Company spent one day with the 814 TD Battalion firing on the tank and assault gun range.

A combat range with surprise targets was built on which squad problems were run.

Each week a company was designated as the alert company. Within each other company an alert squad was maintained. Several hypothetical situations were formulated by higher headquarters to test the alert company and squads. The first did not prove too successful. The second alert call was made in record time and with great efficiency.
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Guard posts were maintained on the Mulde River on whose opposite shores were Russian troops. Road blocks were maintained at strategic places for the purpose of maintaining order, apprehending undesirable personnel, checking uniform regulations and road discipline.

Wednesday 6 June 1945, the first anniversary of D-Day was declared a holiday by the Supreme Commander. A presentation of awards was made by the Battalion Commander which was to be followed by a parade. However a rain storm prevented the parade.

The I & E program which had begun earlier gained momentum. Surveys were conducted for personnel eligible to take part in it. Instructors names were submitted. Literature for the Orientation program was distributed to the companies and two hours per week were devoted to Orientation.

Each Saturday schedule included a command inspection with members of the staff as inspecting officers.

"On To Tokyo" and "Your Job In Germany", two War Department training films were shown to all men present for duty.

Displaced persons were screened to act as hostesses at clubs and dancing partners at parties.

Movies were shown nightly and several USO and Special Service shows were presented. The Red Cross Club-mobile made its appearance one time.

The prime factors of the month's activities were Athletics and Recreation.

The state of morale was high thruout the month.


(signed)


RICHARD D CHAPPUIS


LT COL Infantry


Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


3 August 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, month of July 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D. C.

          Thru:  Commanding General, 7 AD

The following are activities of this organization for the month of July 1945:

On Sunday and Monday 1 and 2 July, this battalion under CCA made an administrative march from the Halle area to our present location. Company A and the Battalion S-2 Section remained behind for one day while the area occupied by this unit was taken over by Russian troops. They left Monday 2 July and arrived in this locality on Tuesday 3 July 1945.

The location of the troops is as follows: Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Service Company and Medical Detachment at Osterburken, Germany; Company A at Schlierstadt, Germany; Company B at Adelsheim, Germany and Company C at Eberstadt, Germany.

4 July 1945, Independence Day was a holiday and only the fatigue and guard details were active.

On 10 July 1945, a raid of the Battalion sector was made. It began at 0500. All male personnel between 16 and 60 were sent to a prominent location in the town to be screened by CIC screening agents. Those with proper identification were allowed to return to their homes after the entire town had been searched. The raid was successful in getting five SS men, several party leaders and numerous ex-soldiers without proper discharges.

Company A established a Division PW Camp between Adelsheim and Zimmern, Germany. The buildings there were used as a camp by the Germans. The first occupants of the camp were the SS men mentioned in the above paragraph. They were duly and promptly put to work in cleaning and repairing the camp.

A curfew patrol consisting of a driver, officer and additional man in a ¼ ton vehicle was begun on 11 July 1945. The battalion sector was divided into two sections. Companies were assigned for one week's duration with Headquarters and A Companies beginning and B and C Companies following for the second week.

A roadblock was established by Headquarters Company at Rosenberg, Germany 16 July 1945. It was maintained by Headquarters with one squad on duty there at one time.
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R E S T R I C T E D

At 0430 21 July 1945, Operation Tallyho went into effect. It was a raid of our sector similar to that which had previously been conducted. This differed from the last in that all possible places for concealing contraband articles were searched. There were closets, chests, trunks, boxes, attics, basements etc. Male persons from 16 to 60 were ordered to be screened for proper papers. Those without the proper pass, discharge paper or workbook were evacuated to the rear. A total of 61 men were apprehended, one of which was a SS suspect. Six male displaced persons were taken but not sent to the rear. Two persons were taken who had in their possession an American Carbine, radio crystals, ammunition and other equipment. Two female personnel were apprehended trying to pass thru town carrying papers which placed them in town arrest at a town outside the battalion area. All personnel without proper clearing were taken to the rear for interrogation and further investigation. Some were given proper papers and returned and others were detained at the PW Compound. The raid was thorough, efficient and successful.

Phase two of Operation Tallyho was conducted 23 July 1945 at 0530. It was a show down inspection of all U. S. Military personnel for loot, participation of black market activity and sums of money that could not have been obtained thru other means than legal. No indication of such activity was found. Following the inspection, scheduled training was resumed.

The battalion saw the Jack Benny show in an afternoon and evening performance at the Division amphitheatre at Buchen, Germany on 30 July 1945.

Two ranges were constructed in the battalion area. Competitive firing was begun with the carbine on the known distance range. All necessary firing was completed.

The Softball league was still in operation with the battalion in sixth place at the end of the month.

Recreational activities in this area were confined because of lack of facilities. Movies were shown nightly. One visit by the Red Cross Club-mobile was made. Several USO shows were made available at the Division theatre for the troops.

To date the battalion has processed 20 applications for USAAFI courses. Names were submitted for attending University Courses at Biarritz, France and Shrivenham, England.

Scheduled training was conducted. Weekly parades were held. Command inspections were held each Saturday. Church services were held Sundays.

The battalion was reduced in strength by a shipment of more than one hundred officers and enlisted men who went to the First Armored Division. More than three hundred officers and enlisted men left as Infantry Detachment K.


(signed)


RICHARD D CHAPPUIS 


LT COL Infantry


Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS 48TH ARMORED INFANTRY BATTALION

APO 257, U. S. Army


1 September 1945

SUBJECT:  After Action Report, month of August 1945

TO     :  The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D.C.

The following are activities of this organization for the month of August 1945:

Location of troops were as follows: Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Service Company and Medical Detachment at Osterburken, Germany; Company A at Schlierstadt, Germany; Company B at Adelsheim, Germany; and Company C at Eberstadt, Germany.

Scheduled training programs prevailed with emphasis placed on sports and recreation. Due to the uncertain status of enlisted men and officers whose ASR scores and MOS numbers made them subject to transfer at any time, no definate plan of I & E training was formulated. Men requesting educational courses were given the greatest aid possible.

Command Inspections by the Battalion Staff were conducted each Saturday morning. Battalion parades were held once a week until the depletion of personnel made this impossible.

Curfew patrols by the respective companies were discontinued when the 81st Cav. Recon. Sqdn. of the 1st Armored Division took over formal occupation of the 7th Armored Division area on 23 August 1945. Roadblocks operated by Headquarters and B Companies were also discontinued on this same date.

The Division PW Enclosure operated by Company A was closed down on August 22, 1945 due to lack of occupants and also to the formal release of occupational duty.

Three men were sent to Biarritz, France for the purpose of attending the first class of a University course to be offered men of the U.S. Army. To date, 22 applicants for USAFI courses were processed.

The Battalion had the privilege of attending some USO Camp Shows. The most recent being "Sweating It Out" which was presented at the Division theater in Buchen, Germany on 28 August 1945. 
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Our Division wound up its softball league with this battalion finishing in fifth place.

Movies were held nightly and church services were held Sundays.

Due to transfers to other Divisions, repple depples, and shipment home, the battalion had less than 350 men and officers at the end of the month. Lt. Col. Chappuis, the Battalion Commander, was one of the officers sent home due to having a high ASR score.

At present the battalion is awaiting an influx of "high point" men to fill up the Division for shipment home sometime in October 1945.


(signed)


Lynn M. Carlson


Major Infantry


Commanding
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� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� Spelling is as in the original.


� Spelling is as in the original.


� Baugnez, Belgium, site of the "Malmedy Massacre"


� Identity of this man not yet established.


� Identity of this man not yet established.


� Identity of these 8 men not yet established.


� Identity of these 4 men not yet established.


� This line is hand-written.





