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'ST. VITH

The 7th Armored Division
in the
Battle of the Bulge
17-23 December 1944

A NARRATIVE AFTER ACTION REPORT

by

Donald P. Boyer, Jr.
Ma jor, Armored Infantry

,guj\-“ Tﬂ:m&u |

b |
?MA5123)



INTRODUCTION

ST, VITH, BELGIUM, is a name which always will kindle
memories in the men of the 7th Armored Division — memories
of the bitterest fighting we saw in the European Campaigng
memories of freeszing weather, ocoupled with savage attacks
by veteran Panger and SS Panzer Divisions, For six days the
Germans hit us with "everything in the book", including a
total of eight Divisions and the "GROSS DEUTSCHLAND® (later
jdentified as the "FUEHRER ESCORT") Brigadesee

It was an epic stand - one which will not be forgotten
by those of us who were there. Nor will we ever forget our
meny friends and "buddies® who didn't come out of ST, VITHI
They died in their fox-holes as some Panther or Tiger tank
blasted them with pointblank 88mm fire; they died when they
were caught in the terrific artillery and “screaming meemie”
barrages which swept our positions unceasingly; they died
when their vehicles were ambushed on roads which were pre-
sumably "safe®; they died when locked in hand-to-hand com-
bat! They were the men who stopped Von Rundstedt; they
were the men who bought time with their lives — time in
vhich other Divisions could be shifted into position to our
rear -- time in which other Divisions could arrive and pre-
pare for the counter-attacks which finally "sealed offn

The Bulgel

In the words of Mr. Ralph Ingerscll's controversial
bc@k’ T_O.E Smrd'-t ;\/rl.; : 2”.‘,.- - :’ "

"Bastogne and St. Vith were the road centers
the Germans had to have to support any drive
strong enough to carry them across the Meuse,
The story of the holding of Bastogne by the
101lst Airborne Division and its subsequent re-
lief by Patton's armies, is the history every
newspaper reader knows.

"lfhat newspapers did not tell was what hap-
' pened back of St. Vith.,"

This Narrative After Action Report is an attempt to re-
count what did happen at ST, VITH, which was held for six
days by the men of all ranks of the Tth Armored and support-
ing units against enemy forces who outnumbered the gallant
defenders by more than 4 to 1.



While this report tells the story of those men who
deserve so much of their country, I would be remiss if I
did not acknowledge the debt which I owe to Miss Margaret
merson‘ of the Historical Analysis Section The Adjutant
Genersl's Office, Washington, D, C. ﬂthm% her coopera-
tion and assistance on innumersble occasions +this report
could not have been prepared. Also I wish %o acknowledge
the help which lr. John C. Butler, of Historical Analysis,
'utgrinishod in locating the original files of the various

ts. ' ;

To Mr. Ingersoll's Top Secret I am indebted for the
quotation which accompanies the picture heading Chapter
III; and to War RW (Record of the Dispatches broade
cast by BBC's War orrespondents with the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force, 6 June 1944 - 5 May 1945), for the mota—
tion with the picture preceding the APPENDIX.

22 July 1947
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. wN THE BEIOIAN FROME, Des. 30 (AP) - They ave all
ginging praise todsy for the soldiers of the Seventh
Armored Division. « « It was the sorapping Seventh,
slung swiftly into Belgium's side ten days ago, that
put the brakes on the mmored plunge mﬂﬁn\h
split the Oerman penetration, foreing the enemy to
fight s two~way battle, The boys sab grimly there
slone in the St Vith sestor, teking a terrifie
mauling from a helf dosen Cerman divisions - denying
thes the use of that vital rosd junction, keeping them

cut off from @8 and never letting them
relax & moment %o _dlsovhare.”
That was the brief story as it appeared in the newspspers during those
of what besane known as the "Battle of the Bulge"s Behind
jose fov Lines lay six days of bitter fighting in the ATDENUES, where the
h Armored Division oheoked snd held the center of Von Rundsbedt's counter-
PPensive until other divisions could be shifted to repel this major threst
e Allied Armies. |
© For six days — the 17¢h through the 23d of Decauber 1944 = the men
£ the 7th Amored Division denied to the Germans the key commnications
@ter of 5T, VITH, BEILOIUM, in & masterful fight sgainst overshelming
— @ battle which has been described by General Marshall as

e splendid stand of the 7th Amored Division st 5t, Vith,* 1

:khmmﬂom. nent place in the history of the
« Ammys The splendid stand of Teh Armored Division at 5%, Vith,
the tenacity of the 10lst Adrborne and elements of the 10th Armored at
togne, and the nuserous examples of superd fighting malities shown
the troops of other units were in the finest American tradition.®
{ o 0 il L@ O SUALL OL the United HLales Arper

iy



AJLED DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIONs
hommmmmmz on 16 Devember, the
' Division was in the North far from the target srea. In
t astride the Duteh-German border in the vieinity of HEERLEN,
LAND, and GEILENKIRCHEN, GERMANY, mbiﬁnmw- preparing for
tmmmmm"ummmnnvuumm
@ve for XIII Corps, the 7th Armored had two combst commands
. ; and rehearsing for coordinated attacks to clesr sll enemy
forees from the West banks of the ROER in the Corps sector, while the
jrd Combat Comuand was West of the WUS river in IDLLAND, undergodng
n extensive maintensnce program. mmmﬂﬂmwim
Jouth and West. of GEIONSWEILER, reinforeing the fires of the artillery
1 mmmmwmmia;.
As VIII Corps, far to the South, reeled under the hesvy onslaught
of two Panzer Armies on 16 Desesber, the need for additional troops

e acute. The 7th Armored Division was designated by Twelfth

y Group for irmediate movement to VIII Corps Ares, First Army, 2

dty of BASTOGNE, BELOIUM., Warning instructions were received by

Pivision at 1730, 16 Deeber, and shortly thereafter Brig. Gen,
_ e C. (Qlarke, Comanding G enersl of CC-B, accompanied by the
mnm <3, set out for BASTOONE to report to Maj. Gem. Troy M.
::_M, Commanding O eneral VIII Corps, and to lemrn the Division's




Later instructions changed the assasbly ares to genarslly betwem
SALM and 5T, VITH, BEIGIUM, % and orders were prepared to move the
sion in miltiple column over two routes (WEST and FAST). The Nesi
foute was through HEERLEN, HERVE, VERVIERS, STAVELGT, TROIS FOM'S, and
IBISALM; while the Bast Roube extended through AACHEN, BUPEN, MALMEDY,
IONEOVILLE, and HBGH. ® The first unit to cross the IP on the Hash
ke wae the G7th Cavalry Recomnalesance Squsdron st 0430, 17 Decesber, ©
owed by CO-B, CC-A, HL4th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Division Head-
. (Main), 33d Armored Engineer Battalion, and Division Trains,
led off on the East Hoube st 0800, 17 December, ! followed in turn
Teoticsl Hesdquarbers, Division Artillery, and 203d Anti-
raft Artillery Battalion,

"':" From the very beginning the Division ran into trouble, Twice
 hoadquarters postponed the time of initisl movement, and the lest
Miponenent wrrived st Division Headguarters so late that the E7bh

Valry Squadron already was on the rosd in march colwm. For an hour
he Squadron had o ait on the side of the road, bub fortunstely the
fiwaffe was not bombing the sres. © When the final mevch routes and
8d clearances did arrive at Division, there was nob sufficient time
proper dissenination and many ¢ompany commenders did not know Lheir
jestination until they arrived in the 5T, VITH-VIKLSALY ares. Also

here was insuificient time to properly post the routes with guides,

nd the MP's were dropped along the routes almost g8 the lead wnit

jj_-- od b the contrdl point,

oo, st

5 Inid,, Overlay Jo. 1, "Routes to Vielsaln-5t, Vith Area".

- Action Reports 87th Cavalry Resonnaissance Squadron, Month of
Deswber 1944, 5, 2,

s
s
a




~ Thus the 7th Amored Division found itself moving South during
1@ early marning hours of 17 Desaber, "blask-out®, over e strange
and not knowing the reason for the move from Minth Avmy Aves
) First Army, Comsemts mong the officers and men ranged from @
Bthfvl "We are in the dark®, to speculations that perhaps Oenersl
end the Third Arvmy had obtained a break-through end were

ping for the BINNE, 7 Agding to the uneertainty of the situstion
18 the westher which was overoast d bitber oclds Daylight brought
) relief after the bittamess of the night, and the gray, ovarcmt
des - accampanied by flurries of snow — presaged ancther freeaing
pekc with no surshine and poor aerisl observations

 The sbsolute ack of G-2 infornstion prevented the Division fram
afing 1te wits on what to expest, 10 and the seriousness of the
viich was to face the 7th Amored was not to be know by
Ay units until Gemsn 88w shells mnd machine gun fire ware to land

marching columns, or until they found their routes of advance
by Cerman ambush parties.

| S——

_' 4 This peragreph is based upon a personal interview or'm. Boyer
!ith Lt. Col. Cs B, Leydecker, former G-3, 7th Armored Division.

9 See APPENDIX "B", "Narrative iccount of Actier, 38th Armored Infantry
';Iﬂhlim", pe 160,

. Personal interwview of Maj., Boyer with Yaj. Gen. R, ¥W. Hasbrouck,
. former Commending General; Colonel J. L. Ryan, former CO/CC-R, later
~ Chief of staff; and Lt, Col, Leydeceker, formmer G-3 -~ all of the

. Tth Arsored Division,



' bs Bvents of 17 Decesbers

At 0400 Brige Gene. Bruce C. Blﬁo, t'knmd:lng Genergl of

_, acoompanied by Majs Moeller and Xaje New, Assistants to the 0-3

0-2. reported to VIII Corps Headquarters in mréun (P5558).

they were informed lthnt the Cemans had launched at.rnu attacks

g thiwm day, had secured some penetrations, and that the
u-u Division was to aseist the 10(th Infantry Division which

” 7 had some units cut off — enployment of the 7th Armored was 3
-3"5' on the initiative of the Commanding Oaneral, Brige Cene R. W. Hasbroucks
Gene Clarke then set out for ST. VITH (P8588), arriving theve

o 1030 when he reported to ¥aje Gens Allan W, Jones, comanding the

oty Infantry Division, By that time the known situation in the area

f the 106th wass
(a) Two regimerts of the 106éth Division (the 4224 and 423d

fry) had been cut off in the region of the SCHNEE EIFEL, Eest and

» of SCIONBERG (F9588)s The other regimemt (the 42/th Infantry)

on the South had been hard hit,
(b) OCerman troops occupied HEUEM (P9388) between ST, VITH and

R}; WINTERSPELT (P9180) on the Scuthesst had been captured,
~5-



~ () To the North the Corps Cavalry which had held the LOSHEIN

i-
-

o 10396) wes retiring under heavy attacks

(d) cc-B/9th Armored Division had been attached to the l06th

1 and was attacking to retake WINTERSPELT.

. Gen. Clagrke was regquested by Gen. Jones to launch an atteck

ST, ﬁuwt&-mmsmm, 80 as to provide an
sorridar for the surrounded Gosbst Tems, Pending the srrivil
Combat Command and other troops of the 7th Armpred Division, Gen.
prepared ﬁm'rw this attacke

| About lo-an, G ene Hasbrouck arrived at BASTOGNE vhere he reported
:;m. Gene Troy He Middleton, Corps Commander, who informed him of the
gi;vmtoom Clarke and of s much of the hagy situsiion as was
kmowne After this briefing, Gene Hasbrouck set eut for ST, VITH
ﬂ' of VIELSALM (P7089) where the Tactical COP of the 7th Armored was
be set upe

The men of the 7th Amored Division, mwmugm Lrow
of the oritiesl situstion into which they were advancing, None of them
mm that the Panger columns of two Gearman Panger wﬂ had crashed

ba



:_,__: lines and were racing Westward — none of them
- that even then the 1st S Pauser Corps was striking for
;:'-“mm) in & bold attempt to 'um the vital m-.mm ,
j'mm reinforcements could be shifted to the threatened area.
0C-R vhich was Leading the Division's Bast colum reeched
bly ares in th;vimw ez-m (PB094) without inei
Division Artillery, which was following CC-R with only a short
_.: m, found the route cut by enemy troops seversl miles South
EDY in the vieinity of the road junction at PELO2, ﬂm"i a
n colvan apparently mm West through WAIMES (K8403) had
whed the MALVEDY—8T., VITH highwaye - '

The entire situation on the 17th of December - both as to
locstion of friendly troops and of the enemy — was most vague snd

Acourate information simply was not availables

" The attack order of the lst 55 Panser Division (Wmm ADOLP
.-_“I!!‘I‘.l:;), a copy of which was later captured, prescribed the following
- axes of advance:

L effort, — m 85 Panger Regiment (rﬁmﬁ)s BULLINO BN

p_effory — 1st 55 Panser Orenadier Reglment (reinforced):
INE=eTROIS FONTS—BASSE BODEUX--WERBOMONT,

"







Anocther instance indicating the lack of knowledge regarding

the enany was the "head-on" collision at dusk Easst of ST. VITH (road

bend st PE30884) between a medium ank company (A/3L) of CC-B eni'aGemm
. infantry column mcompanied by tanks. A shart but fierce fight st point

r blank renge ensued during which 50 German infantrymen were killed or

wounded, 3 Germen tanks disabled, and our forces escaped without

TR R

: caaualf.ieg._ .Tha Germans fled leaving our tank company in possession of

tﬁolgromda

Meanwhile Gen. Hasbrouck had arrived at ST. VITH sbout 1600
En route ﬁ'm VIELSALM, the congestion on the roads caused by units
withirawing to the West had convinced him that the troops nnni;y
for an atteck Egstward from ST. VITH could never reach their line of
departure prior to dark, which ccourred st 1645 at this time of year.
on arrival ab the Schoal House in ST, VITH, which housed the OP of the
106th Division end vhere CC-B was sebting up its OP, he so informed
Gen. Jones and Gene Clarke.

German tanks could be heard to the East of ST. VITH, and

enemy patrols were even then contacting the few Engineers (remants

B



fim Combat Engineer Battalion, nv.i Hge & Sv. Co., Elst Combat

| ¢ Battalion) which were the only troops availasble to Gen, Jones

¢ defense of this vital road and reil center, It was most

# thet unless s defanse was established East of the tomn and fast,

was grave danger of the Germans gaining possession of this important

_f of road and rail network, And the Gemans wanted ST. VITH badly, for

the only rail center between m._m and the ARDENNES capable

of serving s a rail depot for the suppart of the entire counber-offensive,
Gene Jones remarked that he had thrown in his "last chips®,

eupon Gen, Hasbrouck agreed that the 7th Armored Division would

m resporsibility for the defense of ST, VITH from the Esst and

the North. He then confirmed orders which Gen., Clarke already had

-- issued to the 87th Cavalry Squadron snd the 38th Armored Infantry

| Batalion, both of which beome & part of C0-B. Up to this tine

; only three units of the 7th Armored had been able to reach the town

because of the crowded rosd conditions between VIELSALM-—FOTEAU—ST, VITH

over which CC-B was advancings These were one medium tank company (A/31),

one cavalry recon troop (B/87) -~ both of which had gone into position
. s :



ST, VITH=SCIDNBERG Rosd to the Best (vie PE73885) — and one
3 infantry company (B/23), which was covering the tows on the
t (vic P862864).

It was mly:iththeérututu!di_ﬂ!mltymtm“
ble to bring up 1ts units, and all through the night Combst Command
fwmmywmmupmm-nuersr.mn. It was

peonitile to bring forward a complete battalion, and campanies had
defenses with the 87th Cavalry Squadron (-B) on mumh; the 38th
e Battalion (-0), wsh A/, 8/7, 3/ shtached, on the

East and smm, and holdi_ug the Jst Tank Battalion (-l) and the

- of ST, VITH near RODT, also cslled SART-les-ST. VITH (PEL94)e The

be disposed plece-mesl a8 they arrived. By midnight CC-B had completed

23d Armored Ipfantry Batalion (-B) in position on the high ground West

Engineer troops (162th and MS/8lst) had been refarmed into a Provisionsl

Engineer Company and were m-mummm-amﬁw*
The cutting of the Division's East route several miles below

VALMEDY had caused all the Division Artillery to cross over to the

Division's West route. Some units were able to detour direstly West

<10- -



MALMEDY to STAVELOT (K7101), while others — becmse of their
don further to the rear of the column — were forced by the
jon caused in STAVELOT by retiring units to almost retrace
route and detour by way of VERVIERS (K6823) and SPA (K6712).
On the West route traffic had been grestly delayed since
oon on the 17th due to the mmbar of troops withdrawing to new
-~Mm. By nightfall the congestion was so great that the entire
-sehmm bottled up and brought to a stand-still on the road, extending
from FOTEAU through VIBLSALM, TROIS mﬁs, and STAVELCD,
Although thn-niv.lsim Artillary wes still .mu‘lad in this
traffic jam, one amored artillery battalion wes availsble to the
7th Armored Division and constituted the sole artillery suppert of the
Division until the afternoon of the 18th, when the Division Artillery
ﬁnﬂlymableﬁcelucmthﬁsr. VITH-VIEISALY grea. This was
the 279 Armored Fdd Artdllary Battalion (Separate), assigned to
VIII Corps-and in position near OBER RMVELS (P8290). Thq' had remained
in plave despite the B A S o oot o vl
the eneny, but had shifted their batteries so as to form road blwh. with

their guns sited for direct ’u-t.ht 7th Armored Division started



@rive st ST, VITH, the Commanding Officer of the 275th, Lt. Col.
) offered his battalion's servises o Oane Claskes

CC-R had no more than closed into its uaw area at RECH
4)s when a yumor drifted in that the Germans had occupied LIGNEUVILIE

99) == less than 5 miles to the Narth —asbout 30 minutes sfter the

sance confirmed the fact thet the Cermans wers in the town,
#nd the Commanding Officer of the 17th Tenk Battalion (the orly troops
remaining under (C-R) was informed of the known situstion. A decision

E.ﬂl made to hold RECHI' for the night, although the tanks were without

mt.:try support, thereby protecting the Division from the Narth and

giving womawmmmmmmhtoummmwim.
At 2045 the driver of the 7th Armored's Chief of Staff,

Cole Church Matthews, arrived at @'a CP on foot and very winded,

He reported that while driving from ST, VITH to REGH, he and Col,

Natthews mmm-dvywmmdnmemsmo:m.

They had both dismounted and had become separated in the ensuing

confusion, He did not know what had happened to the Chief of Staff,

«]2=



CC-R directed the establisiment of rosd blocks around REGI,

one medium tank company (B/17), the Recon Flatoon, and one light

platoon (1/D/17), while the rest of the 17th Tank Battalion was

d in mobile reserve South of the town (vie PEl93). Later in the

'-' b, a medium tank company (G/17) wes brought into RECHT to cutpost

town.

CC-A, with the 40th Tank Battalion and the 48th Armored Infantry

‘ Battalion, had arrived at its sseambly area around BEID (P768l) at 1905,

| shere it was designsbed as the Division Reserve. Due to the gravity of

the situstion East of ST. VITH and the incressing uneasiness over the

RECH! sres, the Comanding Officer, OC-A, was instructed st midnight to

report to the Division CP in VIELSAIM at 0700 next merning (18 Decamber),

by vhich time the situation was expected to have clsrified. Also IC-A

was slerted to move on 30 minutes notice any time after 0700 next morning.
During the afternoon CC-B/9th Armored Division, under the

command of Brig, Gen, William M, Hoge, attacking to retake WINTERSFELT

(P9180) had found the enemy West of the OUR River in the town of STEINEBRUGH
(P8983). Attacking with its 14th Tank Battalion, CC-B/9th Armored had

~13-



sh- Germans back across the OUR, Passing the 27th Armored
Battalion through the tanks, Gen. Hoge had then attacked
H (P8982) and captured the town taking 100 priscners from the
h Valks Grenadier Regiment of the 624 Volls Grenadier Division.
_ 14th Tank Bgttalion was then ordered to sttack in the direction
-mmm:c ab 1530 to seige and ocoupy the high ground to the Esste
48 sttack was halted when Cen, Jones (03/106th Div) informed Gens Hoge
that he could continue the sbtack but that CC-B/oth Armored would have
am across the OUR that night.
After dark, CC-B/9th Armored broke contact with the enemy and
Inwd back across the OUR to ocoupy a defensive position between
 VEPFELLER (F9084) snd AUEL (P8280), with the ine held from North to
F South by D/89th Cavslry Squadron, a Provisional Infantry Company, and
4/27th Ammored Tnfantry. In reserve were the 14th Tank Battallon,
A/&1th Tank Detroyer Battalion, and B/482d Antiaircraft Artillery
Battalion, with the rest of the 7th Armoved Infantry. Gen. Hoge's
OP was established in BRETTFELD (P8786). By their sggressive atiacks

during the afternoon of the 17¢h, CC-B/9th Armored had forestalled

any efforts of the Gamans to tm.%-ma froan the South.



A typical tank-infantry attack forming
in a small Belgian village during the

ARDENNES counter-offensive, Jannary 1945
(424 Tk Bn/11th Armd Div near COMFOGNE)




Events of 18 December:

At 0200 the Germens launched the £irst of the bitter attwks
..mtohhrlddtb«?bhlmdmummthlﬁmédmo
yjective was RECHT, and CC-R was hit from the nomu-i and Easte
I.dﬁatndmdm&nudwm'mmgdmrm
y ataok, and the only piece of equipment not used was the CP's main
> half-tracke
The attack gained in intensity as mortar, machine gun, and
weapons fire wes placed on the town, and Cerman tanks
i moving in shooting flares so a8 to silhouette the American

ks, Without infantry protection, heavy tank losses were destined
Iub-mmodwmvnmu-mmermam
. infantry who were attempting to ¢lose with their Pangerfgusts, At 0245
mmaﬂuwdmwauwumcgma
~ to FOTEAD (P7780), 3 miles to the Southwest, while the 17th Tank Battalion
was to take up positions South of RECHT (vie PEL93) from where they could
place commanding fire on the town and along the road from REGHT to FOTEAU.

d

This position slso would ensble Battalion to cover CC-B's

Northwest flak.




This initial attack by the Ceamans, liﬁle successful in
1 gaining the town of RECHI, became so disorganized as a result of CC-R's
. gtrong stand that the enamy wes unsble to exploit his gain until he had
regrouped after daylight — giving the Division more time in which o
get set for the attacks which were to fm. At the time there was
P 5o idatifiostion of the meey units which had sbtsoked REGHY, but by
nightfall of the 18th, they had revesled themselves a8 the lst 59 Panger
Orensdier Regiment of the 18t S5 Panger Division,

Stopped by CC-R, the Germsne contimuied their "squeese play™
on the ST. VITH area when at G300 they hit (-B with a well-coordinated
infantry atteck from two direstions, supported by heavy tanks. From the

North the attsck moved in on FUNNDOEN (P4S5)and from the East against

the 1ines in the vicinity of PE788, HUNNINOEN was lost temporarily, but

an aggressive counter-sttack was mounted by C-B using 3 medium tenk

companies and 1 tank destroyer company (B/3l; end 2 M Cos/14 & A/811,
borrowed from CC-B/9th Armd) which recaptured the cross-roads at a cost

to the Garmans of 7 tanks and 1 armored car destroyed, with over 100
enayy infatry killeds On the East a second counter-asttack was mounted
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;MﬁwMMmMO@-ﬁu (A & C/31) which restored the line

destroyed 1 German tank and 1 75m assanlt gun. (Onlylmod;u'
8 lost by 0C-B during this entire sctiom,) Again at 1130 the Gemms
ed the East flank with about 2 platoons of infantry supported by
8 "Ferdinmd® (8%m AG), but vithdrew after losing 20 killed and having
assault gun knocked out and burned,

Later in the morning the GCamms pushed out from REGH to the
Southwest and captured FOTEAU (P7780). As many ss 7 tanks were cbsarved
by the 17th Tank Battalion when the Germans moved to the Southwest, but
the enayy mmor remained at too great a range to be effectively engsged
by the tanks of OC-R. (Just before daylight, C/L7 destroyed a Mk IV or
Mk V, when the OCemans attempted to attack South from RECHT towards
ST, VITH.)

'rhodrivao:!th-ﬁnu.ltothcsmh'.tmutrndy
serious for it placed the enewy astride the ST, VITH—VIELSALM Road,
the main axis of commnication and supply for CC-B/7th Armored snd for
CC-B/9th Armored. Tomcﬂihw&hmldhrctmodtht
evacuation of ST, VII'H, CC-A was ordered at 1010 to move from BEID (P764L)
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ad sttack to the North to retake FUTEAU,

The route of CC-A led through ST, VITH which was then under
heavy attsck. MNortar concentrations were being placed on all road and
road junctions entering rnd leaving the town as well a8 fire from many
Gamam 88's, which meant that ﬁ:—&'n-rahhﬁ columns would make an
exdlent target. The situstion was urgent, however, and CC-A could
not wait for the enamy fire to subside and moved on through ST. VITH,

Immediste'y sfter cspturing FOTEAU, the GCermans must have
recognized its value for they started digging in their tanks and
infantry slong the woods to the North and East overlooking the cross-roads
and the open ground surrounding it. They also occupled the houses in the
little tomn with infantry, supported by several assalt guns, In its
initisl attack at 130, CC-A forced its way into FOTEAU with a task
force of infantry and taks, Thoﬂmmmdywhm-
intense rain of fire from their tn&, assault guns, machine m, mortars,
and all other weapons they could employ, The fire was too heavy, and owr

task force was forced to withdraw to cover South of the cross-roads. It

was then 1600, and Gen, Hasbrouck dilpdbahid a message to the Conmanding
=18m



| 0fficer, -4, a8 followsy

"Inperative you selse FOTEAU
this PM snd hold 48"

Just-as dark £ell CO-A launched its second sttack, and tiis
tine the cross-—roads was secured, Covered by direct tank fire fram the
40th Tank B talion, the infamtry of the 48th Armored Infmtry Battalion
dashed into town and cleared out the enewy, house by house., It was
bitter fighting in the dark, but ocur infantry were aided by the iigt
otawmamhmwmnwbmdmubym'-mﬁ.

The Germans ﬁdwtmm,mﬁdthqm—thq.ltwmfm
it out until they ware killed or blown up. Throughout the night there
mnmopmmmtummmmmuhndm
never seriously tlreatened during the rest of the 18th.

The stand put up by the 55 troops of the “ADOLF HITLER® Division
—twnoﬂv%ﬁm'hhmmM!ﬂaMntthccﬂym
pr!.lmtdtmﬂbuthc?thﬂoﬁltasrlurnﬁqb-hmmmﬂld
Mﬂdth.cdmrctmtwfnmmmmmmm

Vigorous, well-trained, in splendid rhysiesl condition, suparbly equipped

,—lndilim.ddﬁhthnidllthﬁmﬂﬂngomldbﬂtthﬂ, these S5 troops
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ddsplayed
i A dnitistive and skill vhich stamped them 8 being the emal of the best

divisions which Cermary had employed st any time since 1939

East of ST, VITH the Cermans launched their strongest attack yet
against the 7th Amored, when for three hours from 1445 40 1745 they
attacked snd resttacked the positions of the 38th Armored Infmtry in
the woods South of the ST, VI'H~SCHONBERG Road., This sssault was
launched by an estimated battalion of infantry supported by 2 tanks snd
2 sssault guns. At the same time direct fire was Mdmwmiﬂm
by 2 tanks and 6 assslt guns firing from the vielnity of WALLERODE (P8890).

Initisl penetrations were secured, but while A/3L engaged the tanks

attacking with the infantry, G/31 from the North flank took the tanks

ad ssemilt gws b WALLERODE under fire, By nightfsll 3 Mk IV's had

been destroyed and 6 armored cars, sll of which were cbserved burning,
while 1 assault gun was damaged, Then the infantry and dismounted recon
troopers launched an infantry counter-attack, which after vicious hand-to-hand

fighting succeeded in restoring the line md destroying 1 other assault gunte
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The reaction of CC«B to this afternoon attack was characteristic

1
| of all the Division's fighting during the ST. VITH action, from 17-23 Decanber,

gecured, a medium tank company (C/3L) and one armored infairy company

(6/23) — the only unengsged troops - — were shifted to aid the 38th
Armored Infantry. Before the following morning, wr, they had been
withdrawn and placed in the line on the North where an attack was
threatening from that direction.

Between the attecks on the Esstern apmroaches to ST. VITH, one
of the amored cars of B/87 knocked ocut and burned a Mk VI "Tiger”. Tye
GmmtﬂMmsMﬁamqmﬁoHanmmm
of A/38 and B/87, and then twned Northward towards HUNNINGEN. The armored
car which was in position just behind the front line, slipped ocut of

conceslment and started up the trail behind the "Iiger®, sccelerating in

12 p/0 Wad gone into the lines nesr HUNNINGEN after the morning attack,
and at 1300, A/23 was sttached to the 38th AIB and placed in the line
North of the ST, VITH-SCIDNBERG Road, relieving B/87, "B® Trp was
recomnitted in the afternoon counter-sttack.
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to close before the German could traverse his gun to the rear,

mth-mdwmdmarmam gnd the Mk VI

mbered o s halt, bursting into flames after in explosion inside the

In addition to their losses in armored vehicles, the Cerman
antry took heavy cssuslties during the sttecks sgainst the Esstern
m of CC-Bs At first doﬁ.im on the next morning, 19t December,
I"m;t‘c than 268 desd Cemans were counted in front of the positions of
ms, B/87, and the Frovisionsl ‘ngineer Compary alanes

The pressure against ST, VITH was maintgined from all directions,

and while CO-A snd CC-B were fighting on the North, and CC-B in the Esst,

| 0C-B/9th Armored wes under almost constant sbtack mmm. Starting
in mid-morping, _ﬁhﬁ 624 Volks Orenadier mu;m with a Iﬂﬁ:a consisting
of at least two oattalions and 10 %o 15 ters lsunched a coordinated
sttack vhich turned CC-B/Oth Armored out of its pql‘itim at WEPPELLER
and threatened STEINEBRUCH, Faced by ever-increasing pressure, Gen, Hoge

was forced to sharten his line by withdrawing to a ridge North and Vest

of STEINEBRUGH, extending through W (P8683) , DREIHUTTEN (P8884)



and the cross-roads at P28sé,

When CC-R withdrew to FOTEAU mtmnwkmmmm
the early morming hours of the 18th of December, the road beyond FOTEAU
S St Ve b6 VRLEly Sasied whih SORI o vatels WISt dhien
had been in the ares before the Caman counter-offensive was lasuched,
Thncwuwcomtmhmvﬁmdhﬂmmmunfﬂn
7th Armored Division moving East. Reslizming that the traffic Jau must be
rmdbdmdvngﬁtﬁacﬁMwuhb- averted, ﬂ.lpﬂn:ﬁd
of CC-R's Headquarters were put to work on traffic control, and the Combat
Commend ssmmed direction of all traffic from FOTEAD through PEITT.THIER
(P7491) and VIILE-du-BOIS (P7289)s By daylight some setlave of order
@mmmmuwm had begun to move rather regularly.
nf;m,tmvmlu.o:mm Headquarters — at the rear of the now
q;JmMMJ-—ﬂcmm, and at the same moment
Ilbwt‘!.rofoumthim-m-a

By 0905, CC-R had established 1ts Headquarters in FETIT-THIER,

For &ll practical purposes it was a Hesdouarters without sy troops, for

the 17th Tank Battalion was fighting to the South of REGHI and wes
~228=~



abed from CC-R by the enemy who later in the morning pushed through

captured POTEAU, During the morning additional troops were attached
CC-R, including an mmored infantyy company (0/38), an armored engineer
compary (6/33) and o tank destvoyer platoen (1/B/G4)e The armored
infantry company was dispatched to the 17th Tank Battslion, where it arrived
about 1600 after a round-sbout march through COMMANSTER (P7685), HINDERFAUSEN
j (P7987), and RODT (PELED).

| The engineer company snd the tank destroyer platoon were kept

a8 the micleus sround which was built one of the most aggressive forces

ih the entire Division — temporarily known ss TASK FORCE mamar, -
later a8 TASK FORCE "NAVAJO®, This little force was ﬁn.d in position
sstride the road between PEIIT-THIER and POTEAU st the road junction at
l’fms.-mnmtmtot&ciﬁw augmented by other unite of
Miﬁlnprmlltdnm'lab' uﬁmﬂctorddnthdrwut
outfits By nightfall there were Inm from some 10 different battalions

in TASK i'om "NAVAJO* which by then was equipped with 2 TD's and 6 tanks

or sssglt guns, plus 1 towed anti-tank gun,
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The early moming hours of the 18th were ones of mpr&hn
and anxiety for the Division Artillery. They still were erawling along
unfamilizsr roads congoated to wrflmﬂ.ng with traf fic moving Westward,
gome of which falled to exercise any sense pf road diseipline, Ais the
last units passed through STAVEIOT, they came under machine gﬁn and
mortar fire from advance Cerman units which had seized positions on
t..bn high ground domind ing the town. One battery of the 203d Antiaircraft
Artillery Bat.'.-.alinn- (Automatic Weapons - Self Propelled), swiftly swung
into firing positions and with their quadruple-mounted caliber .5o's and
éutuﬁtie 37's pumped a hall of fire into the enemy positions, nout.tulhlnl
thelr fire, and setting the nearby houses ablaze, Undsr the covering fire
of Battery D", the rest of the column escaped Southward out of dmger.
Meanwhile the Germans had bmught up several direct fire wespons
and were firing on & railroad bridge covering the road South, hoping to
knock it out and thus cut off the antlaireraft battery. The bk tery was
forced to withdraw to the North, and durlng the withdrawal lost 2 vehicles
when direct hits were scored on them. It then detoured to the Division

area by way of SPA (K6712), THEUX (K6417), LOUVEIGH (r5616), AYWAILLE (K5410),
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and SAMREE (P5081).

The Division Artillery column, saved by the prompt action of
".p/zos at STAVEIOT, closed in the vieinity of VISLSAIM by Noon, 18 December,
_. and that evening the artillery battalions were occupying firing positions

- hear VILLE=-du-BCIS (P7289).

During the day strong reconnaissance elements of the enemy

:. ll.".pﬂd South of the defenders of ST, VITH and sped Westward, attempting

| to turn Nortlward through the area occupied by the Trains of the 7th Armored
Di;'l.lien. There the Germens ran into & Trains road block at PAE0TT2, South
of LA ROCHE (PL678), suffered 9.mun1t:lu, and were fom;.l to withdraw,
This road block was mamed by a AAA section from B/203, which was attached
to-the.sDi'rhlcm Trelns, together with D/203 (when it arrived) and Hq Co/33d
Armored Ingineer Battalion. ¥hen the Trains occupied the LA mm;s-smm
area, the Trains Commender was directed to provide for m security of his
cquund, but that no additionsdl troops would be available, Using organic |

and attached troops, the Trains then established a series of road blocks

at critical points surrounding the area, and it was against this corden

of defenses that the Cermen recomaissance elements had been brought to a
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nmdatu;.n

By midnight of the 18th/19th the Tth Armored Division found
itself in position covering almost 52 miles of front, from VIELSALM on
the SALM River, East through mmmmmm_md a point on the SCHONBERG
Road sbout 1700 yards east of ST, VITH, thence South through HIEDZNGZ—e
LOMMERSWEILER, and BURG-REULAND, and then West to the River OURTHE at
LA ROCHE., Between POTEAU and LOMMERSWEILER the line was held in strength
by CC-A, CC-B, and CC=B/9th Armored, while South of CC~B/9th irmored was
the 424th Infantry Regiment. Between the right flank of the L2ith near
BURG=-REULAND and the River OURTHE there were road blocks at eritical
points in the LA ROCHE~-SAMREE ares, with Company "D of the 40th Tank
Battalion and "A" Company, 33d Armored Engineers, of CC-A in the gereral

area BEHO=-=-COURTIL.

w— A ————— —————

13 por locstion of rosd blocks established by Div. Te., Tth irmored
Divislon, see APPRNDIX "B", map 2 ccompanying "An Account of Activities
of the Tth Armored Division Trains",
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Infantry advancing through the ARDENNES
to cut the vital ST. VITH-HOUFFALIZE Road,
Jamary 1945

("75th Infantry Division)




d. Events of 19 Deceaber:

While the situation within the 7th Armored Division's horsesiice,

for such was the shape which the Division's def ensive arc had sssumed, was

quny under control, it was the presence of the enemy to the lNorth,

|
3

' South, and rear that was disturbing, First Army already had reparted

that STAVEIOT was occupied in force by tanks and infantry of the lst S8
Panger Division; while on the South flank GOUVY (P7278) and CHERAM (P6677)
were reported to be occupled; in the rear Division Treins had reported

the unsuccessful sttack upon their road block near A RCCHE. (The reports

on COUVY and CHERAM proved to be false,) Other unconfirmed re ports continued

to arrive tdlmdmpandlw‘pmtnﬁuhthw.lh

14 Division fully realized the possibility of these deep penetrat ions
-- perhaps by German units executing "Cperation GREIF", This was a bold
plan calling for the employment of recomnai ssance and sabotage units
equipped with American vehicles and weapons, and dressed in American
uniforms, who were to infiltrate through the lines and then set up
ambushes in the rear areas along the following axes:

(a) TROIS PONTS(P6798)==BASSE BODEUX (P649T)=-VILLETTES(P5994 )==BRA(P5793)
=LA POURCHE(P5495 )==HARRE(P5296 )==DEUX RYS(P4896)==Juncture of Force "A"&"B",
Cbumrm)-rmr-mmme)-uwxs (P7189 )==VIELSAIM
(P7089 )==SAIMCHATEAU (P698T )=eCR at P6586==HEBRONVAL(P6386 )=eRERIE(P6185 )=uCR

;t. P.'al.n'?--llmim.l"I -~ (P5390 )==0OSTRAND GRANDMENIL(P5290)==RJ at P4T95-=Juncture of
orce "A&L"B",
(¢) Juncture of Force "A"&"B"wwAISNE(P4597)==JUZAINE(PA399)==BOMAL(P4299)
-RJ at ﬁlﬁms(m)—wm(mmmmy—ocqmmtm)

A copy of Von Rundstedt's order notifying other German units of "Operation
GREIF" had been captured by 7th Armored Division on 17 December.
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These reports added to the uneasiness causd by the entire

situation, and it was necessary to establish screening forces on the
th flank, Originally only one armored engineer company (A/33) and
‘one light tank eonpw (D/&D)’wu available for this mission, but
later o.thnr fm had to be created. These two companies had remained
~In the BEHO area when CC-A moved North to attack POTEAU on 1€ December.
Receiving orders to outpost GOUVY and CHERAM at first light
| on the moming of 19 December, D/40 started on its mission just before
- daylight. On approaching GOUVY the tankers found that Germeny infantry
were just sterting an assmilt on the town and were spraying the houses
td;th small arms fire., Attacking ﬂh blazing 37's and machine guns,
"D* Company routed the enemy t.ﬁsk, foreing the Germans to withdraw
rapidly Southward. Within the town itself was found a ration dump
containing 50,000 rations which were sorely needed by the 7th Armored
Division for they had been unable to resupply sinece arriving in the area.
Also discovered was an abandoned Prisoner of War Snclosure
conteining more than 700 Germans, guarded lv.onl,y 1 officer and 8 uP's,

These PW's were afterwards safely evacuated by the Division.
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During the night of the 18th/19th there were nolses of considersble
sctivity and vehisular movement in the areas of REGHT (PEO94), BORN (PES9L),
m.mmﬁs (P€890), and sm (re9e3), izmmm the arrival of more
troops to reinforce those already attacking the ST, VITH area, After
Ridaight there wes sonstant patonl ind comitercpetrel sativity e both sides,
and the Cermans placed a great deal of harrassing fires on all roads and
road junctions - using mortars, 88's, and for the first time artillery
firing battery and battalion concentrations. 'r-o night atuch were
~ launched nzn_imt CC-B's Horthern flank with infantyy and tanks, apparently
in = effort to selze HUNNINGIN, Both attscks were repulsed by the combined
fires of the tanks of the 31lst Tank Battalion and of the armored cars and
assault guns of the 87th Cawlry Squadron, |

In POTEAU the enemy contimued his strong resistance to CC-A, and by
0850 was placing a tremendous amourt of fire on the town and marby positions,

We held the towm, alth@hya]l narmal standards our position would have

been considered "untenable", and the fire was so heavy that 2l 1 movements

within the town had to be restricted to the hours of darkness, CC-A laumshed

an attack in lid-mnda; to relieve the pressure on the troops at the
T



;_. eross roads, by clearing the enemy from the woods to the Zast and then
Fe push Horth ol N high grownd. From sicha position CC-A would
‘then be able o mount an attack up the POTTAU--RECHT road to recapture
RECHT in a coordinated attack with the 17th Tank Battalien.
The fighting in the woods was extremely yit.tor, and after almost
5 hours of ceaseless attacks, CC-A was aﬁlc to ¢lear the enemy from the
mc_:dn zast of POTEAU as far North as the reilroad track, The term "clear
the enemy" is used adri;od];, for each and every German nél.dlm- in the
area had to be rooted out and killed; there were no enemy withirawals
and no surrenders. Not only did the S8 troopers remain in thelr pos itlons,
contesting every inch of ground and making the L8th Armored Infamtiy pay
a price for each area that was cleared, but thelr artillery plastered
POTEAU and CC-A surrounding positions with especielly heavy wnmtntlun:.
around 1100.
During this attack to clear the woods, the 4Oth Tank Bat talion
in support of the armored infantry destroyed L enemy tanks, The operation

of our tankers wes made more difficult by the pall of heavy smoke from the

guns that continued to hang in the air, obscuring the sights and preventing
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 the gunners from mking the necessary fire adjustments. This dissdvantage

.': was overcome for those tanls in ﬂ.ud-ﬁ.ring positions, by placing obe rvers
é'm foxholes to the flank or in front of each tank who then relayed tie
adjustments to the gunners in the tanks,

While attacking to e lisve the pressure on the cross roads,
CC~A gradudl 1y extended 1t-a-pol:lﬂ.ml laterally in an ef fort to contact
the other @ombat m&.l. and by 1850 physical contact was established
by the tying-in of patrols with CC-R on the left and with CCeB on the
right.

At no time during the day was enemy pre ssure absent from any
portion of the Division's perimter, for the Cermans were seeking a
"soft spot". If they attacked one part of the line, and found it strongly
thhnllhd ~- they pulled back and tried again in another sector. Starting
on the Northern flank at 0930, the enemy attacked in tie direstion of
HUNNINGEN in an &.w to envelop CC-B's left flank. For more than
3 hours they ath and attacked, employing more than 500 infatry 1

J
supported by 5 tanks. At 1300 they finally withdrew, leaving behind

then 1 tank burning and 150 dead, The other 4 tanks were hit and camaged,
28



were able to withdraw in the direction of NISDER EMMELS,

Failing to find a "soft gpot" on the Northem flank, the Cermans

|
E

‘mext hit the Southern flank vhen they moved in on CC-B/9th Armored at

i 1215 -i,thlinrmtw wppbrhd by taks, Before their attack even got
‘going 3 of their tanks were knocked out, and this sight so disheartened
the rest of the forie that they did not press the at.tmk,_wi;t.hdru:lng to
try mother portion of the line, At 1420, CC-B/7th Armored was hit

in the »ight of its line by a reinforced hfmtn' ca-pmliit.h stm
armored support == 1 Mk V "Panther® and 2 usﬁh gunss During the
moming this part of the line had been reinforced by a T mti.m_

with 2 90mm guns (from A/814). This TD section quickly scored hits
mmawmmmmth“mtw*mdlnfthoumltm,
leaving the infmtiy to advance across open ground with most of *ho-ir
armored support already destroyed, On they came only to be slaughtered
by the fire of the infentry (B/23), who held their fire until the enemy
had aloﬂ to less than 50 yards., What was left of the attuﬁ.ng Germans

leaving

quickly MAalmsb 60 dead and dying,
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By this time additional identifications had been made of the

formations attacking in the ST, VITH area, Of the 268 dead counted

frant of CC-B's Eastern positions in the morning (killed during the
mm attacks on 18 Decesber), the infmtrymen were found to be from
hhl 164th and 183d Volks Crenadier Regiments (62.!?011:! Grenadier Division),
while 2 of the kmocked out tanks were from the 3d Panser Regiment of the
2d Panzer Division, Papers were found :ln one of the assault guns which
Mummmﬂtmtmmm erew wich the 2d Company,
1818th Antitank Battalion (18th Volks Grenadier Division). This unit
was further identified when a .pﬁ»mr taken by the 38th Aﬂoﬂﬂ Infmtry,
stated that he was assigned to the 2d Company, 1€18th Antitank Battalion;
that his ¢ capany consisted of 14 tanks with the 75mm gun, of which 2 had
been destroyed in the previous day's fighting; and that his company was
supporting the attacks through the woods South of the ST, VITH-=SCHONBERG
Road,

An unusual identification also was made in this sector. During
the fighting on the previous af terncon, cne enemy platoon had broken tirough

CC~B's lines and npj.tﬂr pushed down the reverse slope to exploit the gap.
-FU-



At that time there were no troops between them and the town of ST, FITH;
but as thrdo&pd through the trees -- one of the heavy machine gun
.Illl‘l.lm- had quickly traversed its guns down a fire-break, ihen the
E "Jerries" oi-o-lod the open fire-break they were parfect targets, and there
.Mlvl 19 Paratroopers u&hﬂthi—shlhts in him. Althowgh
uniformed and equipped as ﬁantroopou s under their camouflage jaciets
were shoulder streps with the Cothic "GD", the insignia of the "GROSS
| DEUTSCHLAND" Division, and in their pockets were m.umg that
they did belong to the "GROSS DEUTSCHLAND", .
CC-R continued to malntain its position astride the road between
VIELSAIM and POTEAU, with its nsx FORCE "NAVAJO" blocking any enemy moves
from East to West along that route, In the afternoon a second Task Force
was added to CC=R «= a Provisional Cavalry Tx'oop, known as TASK FORGE WANKE,
and made wp of 3 Officers and 80 Enlisted Ven who had been collected toget her
from the remnants of the Corps cavalry m&cquimd'ithhmdammd
other vehicles. This Provisional Troop carried owt patrolling for CC-R

to the North, Northeast, and East and eventually made the link-up with

*

units of CC-A just West of POTEAU.
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At 1312, the 17th Tank Battalion (£C/38) was released from CC-=R
and given to CC=B, and CC-B's sector was moved West to the vieinity of
RODT (P8189) where it joined CC-A's sector, No change was made in the
orders for the 17th Tanks, and they remsined in position South of
RECHT., Barly in the morning one of the 17th's r;adblooh, manned by
the AT Platoon/C/38 killed 6 Germans, and captured 4 with their brend-new
half-track (less than 300 miles on the spedoms ter), when the Gnln; squad
moved into N'IEDER RMMELS, They were from the Division Signal Company,
"GROSS DEUTSCHLAND" Division and stated that thay had been directed to
“lay wire to NIZDER EMMELS which was occupied by their troops (the Germans).

Mov;:uetwtiwmdthhtbmm of the
7th Armored on 19 December: it wastle first day that all of the Division
Artillery was able to support the Division; during the moming it was
discovered that on the South of the mm:.@-a gone although separated
by a gap,was the 112th Regimental Combat Team of the 28th Infmtiy Division,

The Division Artillery was set up in firing pu;tionn near

VILLE-du-B0IS, less the 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion which

was attached to CC=B and in position at KROMBACH (P8186). To those three
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battalions (434th, 4LOth, L89th) was added the fires of the 275th Armored

Field Artu;.xy Battalion (Smﬁu) and of the 965th Field Artillery

r Battalion, 155mm Howltzer (Scmm).- Both of these battalions were attached

| to CC=B, and were in position at HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) and at BRAUNLAUF
(Pe08L), respectively, The three battalions attached to CC-B (434th, 275th,
and 965th) were operated a; a Provisional Fleld Artillery Group, with

Ho/k3l performing the duties of a Group Pire Direction Center. Throughout
the rest of the ST, VITH action, this Provisional Growp FDC functiomed

'. smoothly and umtimomlh without any inerease in permnnel, always
‘bringing dén fire where it was most nesded by the front line units.

The 7th Armored Divisicn leamed of the presence of the 112th
Regimental Combat Team at about 1030, when Col. G. M, Nelson, Commanding
Officer, reported to the 7th Armored's Tactical CP in VIELSAIM, Col,
Nelson stated that his regiment was in a defensive position on the
Southern edge of a wods about 1} kilometers South of HOLDINGEN (P7775).

The louat‘iun‘ of the rest of the 28th Divislon (the 112th's parent unit)
was unknown to the Colonel and, in fact, he had been completely™in the

dark" as to the location of any friendly troops whatscever until a p&i.rol
; - -33-



of the 7th Armored had contacted his regiment,

Gen. Hasbrouck immediately contacted Gen. Jones and suggested
to him that the 112th Regimental Combat Team be attached to t& 106th
Infentry Division, and be ntﬁhd to extend our Southermn flank wuuoﬁon
further to the West by placing the 112th in a defensive position on the
_right (West) of the L24th Regimental Combat Team, The cmnﬂn‘; GﬁmJ..
106th Division, concurred in this recommendation end Col. Nelmn was
directed to report to him for orders,

Gen., Jones' remaining Combat Teem, the 424th, was in positions
on the right of CC-B/9th Armored, extending South from MASPELT (PE7682) to
the vicinity of BURC-REULAND (P8679). Wd.i.nzl;, 2ol Nelson was
directed to have his Goubat Team fight its way to the BEILER (PE275) —- LEITHUM
(PELT5) ridge and go imto pesition there, with its left flank extending
Nortiward to join the 424th near mm-na;rmn_.

The only other change in dispositions occurred after dark on
the 19th, when CC~B/9th Armored withdrew to new positions West of the

ST, VITH--WINTERSPELT Road and the railroad, ‘n:hmmmm

mutusl agreement between Gen, Clarke and Gen. Hoge, so as to avoid the
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possibility of CC-B/9th Armored being cut off with no exit route for

its vehicles, as its only rmﬁ of evacuation from tie positions previously
held was through the tom of ST, VITH. By 2400, CC~B/9th hrmored wes
generally in its new positions between its "tie-in" point with CC-B/7th
Armored on the North ltm‘ndit; Meﬁn\"'l'iﬁ'l the 424th RCT on
the South near IHSPEL_T. The Combat Command CP was established at nﬁmmc:

(reges) .
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LA ROCHE lies devastated after terrific
bombardment and shelling by both the Camans
and Americans, 16 Jawmary 1945



e. Events of 20 Deoember:

The night of the 19th/20th was again filled with continuous
patrol clashes along the entire Northern sector of the 7th Armored Divisiom,
- One German combat patrol of 35 men attempted to eapture the Rear CP 51' Ithn
~ 3lst Tenk Battslion st NEUNDORF (P8386), snd were driven off only after a

~ ghort but vicious hand-to-hand fight, in which the officers and men of the

. Battalion's S-1-4 Sections and the Recon Flatoon killed 15 of the enemy

and captured 5 prisoners.

Reports continued to arrive at Division of the presence of enemy
forces to the Sol;th and rear of tho_ positions held by the 7th Armored.
Information obtained by cur patrolling to the South in the region West
of the 112th Infantry Regimental Combat Team's position, from the capture
by these paixtls and subsequent interrogation of Cerman prisoners of war
(including the translation of a German Field Order found on one), and reports
from a Colonel Stone who, with a M_"{m Army service troops, had
courageously remained at GOUVY — all indicated that substantial enecyy
ltomu of all arms were by-passing our forces on the South with the

intention of turning North and passing through GOUVY and CHERANM,
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Consequently TASK FORCE me was created to further extend and
protect our Southern flank, It was instructed to pay particular attention
to denying the enemy the use of the road junctions et DREIFELD (P777),
OURTH (P7478), GOUVY (P7278), and CHERAM (P6677). The composition of
this task force which included the 8l4th Tank Destroyer Battalion (less
2 compsnies), 17th Tank Battalion (less 1 company), and the 440th Armored
Field Artillery Battalion is shown in detail in APPENDIX "A",

Throughout the 20th and thereafter, all artillery battalions
were forced to employ every available man for the purpese of providing
lqcnl security for their position .'"- due to the numerous Cerman patrols
- some of them of considnﬂbio size — which succeeded in filtering through
our front line units due to the broken and wooded character of the terrain
which lent itself admirably to this kind of tacties. Machine guns were
anplaced to cover all pessible routes of approachy trip wires were
installed to give warning at night, and, in general, every precaution was
taken to assure an all-around defense,

Eneny motivity in the area of the Division Trains inoressed in
both intensity and volume on t.h::l.a date. The road block 2% miles Southeast

‘of LA ROCHE was attacked by enemy infantry with some armor. This attack
_ oo



was repulsed with severe casualties to the Germans, The road block 5 miles
.-lu'th of HOUFFALIZE was attacked for the second consecutive day. Although
the attnkﬂ were driven off, it was not until our defending force had
suffered heavy casualties in both parsonnel and vehicles.

The main Geman effort, however, was devoted to the seimure of

- our ration lnd gasoline supply dummp at SAMREE., The road block South of this
point was attacked st about 0945 by a reinforced German infantry battalion
supported by artillery. All available service personndl (approximately

50 men) were placed in defensive positions which held until about Noon

when a heavy fog settled over the area. By the time the fog liﬂ-_od around
1300, the Germans had infiltrated mwiﬁmmdmﬁhmsn in the
village of SAMREE, Our defenses were tightened around the Northwest corner
of the town where the supply points were located... At 1430, it was
learned that the head of a task force of the 3d hiorod Division had

halted at DOCHAMFS (P4983), about 2 miles away. In reply to an appesl for
assistance, a medium tank company was dispatched but on moving over a ridge _
1000 yards North of SAMREE, three of its tanks were destroyed by the fire
of German tanks Northeast of SAMREE, and the medium tank company never

n;ncudod in reaching the twon. In the meantime, the service personnel
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defending the supply points ran out of smmunition and were farced to

l\;uudun the town at about 1500 when German tanks pushed into town. A
counterasttack was launched in an effort to regain the town at about 1530

with two medium tanks taken from the Division Ordnace Shop and a miscellaneous
group of service personnel acting as infantry. The counterattack falled,
however, both tanks being destroyed by enemy fire after reaching the

Eastern edge of SAMREE, and the foot troops were stopped by a hail of small
arms fire.

Throughout the attack on the Division supply points which began |
at 0945 and continued until 1500, with artillery fire on the town begimming
at 1200, supplies of rations and gasoline ﬁo issued to the unit tr;im of
the various bsttalions of the 7th Armored Division as well as to the
112th Regimental Combat Team (28th Divilig.ll) and elements of the 106th
Division, While one end of the dump was on fire and under attack, issues
took place from the other nd. Approximately 30,000 gallons of gascline
and 15,000 rations were issued under the most adverse conditions during the
attack described above. Inam casualties to service personnel from the

attack on SAMREE were: 17 killed, 12 wounded, and 4 captured.
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During the night of 20/21 December additional attacks were made
on mary of the road bloe):s in the Division Trains area but all were
repulsed.

In the vieinity of FOTEAU the lst S5 Panser Division contimued
to aggressively engage CC-A, and it was only against the stiffest kind of
resistance that this vital road junction wss being held, At 0825 CC-A
rec dn;d the following message from the Commanding Genersl: "Hold your
positions at all costs,™ and at 0925 another message: "Imperative you
.cunlnd road leading into m'rw from RECHT }" :

At 1130 the Gamans attacked FOTEAU with the heaviest task fm;
yet comeitted in this area — almost 2 battalions of infantry supported by
heavy tanks (believed to have been borrowed from the "JROSS DEUTS CHLAND®
vhich was reported to .luu its CP in BORN). The enaxy was unsble to
dislodge CC-A, and withdrew after leaving 4 of his tanks burning — a proof
to the accurscy of our tanker's fire.

A glance at Chapter IV, photoststic reproduction of Qverlgy No, 1
("Situation 20 Dec 44%), will show in graphic form the major mlnltl of the

enay against the 7th Armored.
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In the sector of CC-B, strong attacks were mounted by the Oermans
&b 1730 and at 220 qumfm Northan flank, ard at 1740 from WALLERODE,
K11 were repulsed st a cost to the memy of 4 tanks destroyed, 4 tanks
damaged, and 4 half-trecks destroyed. The attaecks against the Northem
shoulder were made by 12 tanks (2 Mk VI "Tigers™, 4 Mk V "Panthers®, and
6 Mk IV's), advancing in two waves, Of the tanks destroyed, one was a
"Panther® and the others were Mk IV's,

CC-B/9th Armored received sttacks tﬁrw the day with the
Germans attacking West from NEIDINGEN and LOMMERSWEILER at 0@, 0815, and
1620. All attacks were repulsed ﬁth‘hwy losses mmong the enamy infantry
a8 the quadruple-mounted caliber ,50's of the AAA battery ﬁth CC-B/9th Armored
w up when the Cermans attacked across open ground,

On the Southern flank, now held by TASK FORCE JONES, the Oermans
attacked GOUVY and CHERAM, In the sssault on GOUVY which lasted from
1200 to 1740, the Gnﬁ lost more than 100 killed. Two attacks wers
thrown at CHERAM by the enemy — at 1300 and at 1715 — both of which were
rq:glud. In the after-dark attack on CHERAM, one enemy direct fire

weapon (tank or an assault gun) was destroyed by a 90mm TD section (C/814).
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These attacks disclosed the presence of yet snother Cerman divisions
the 560th Volks G;'madid' Division, of whom 26 prisoners were captured
by TASK FORCE JONES,

The addition of the 560th Volks Grenadier Division to the known
Order of Battle of German units attacking the ST, VITH area had raised
the total mumber of enemy divisions to §, plus one GHY Artillery Brigldoo
By midnight of 20 Decamber, the following units had been positively
identified through interrogation of prisoners of war captured by the
7th Armored Division (the enemy divisions are listed in relative order

of positions from North to South):

during the peried, 17-20 Decamber, a total of 37 German tanks,

5 sssault guns, and 7 armored cars plus mumerous motor vehicles had been

-

|
|

reported to Division Headquarters as destroved. (These reports were incomplete

a8 some units did not report until after the Division had left the ST. VITH area.)
by 2= : :



"This was ST, VITH" — Armored Infantry
of the 7th Armored Division regain the town
in January 1945



f. Zvents of 21 December:

The éitnatim on this date in the Division Trains area had
detarioratgd to such an extent that it appeared advisable to move tle
trains to & safer area m-ordnr to avoid their capture or t.otﬁ
destruction, and to enable them to continue the supply of the Division
~ which could not be accomplished much longer from the present area, 0Ny
this time the 84th Infentry Drrid.ml had taken up a defensive pos ition
in the vieinity of MARCHE (P2983), some 12 miles west of the 7th &morod
Divislon Tya.ns area, Accordingly the Division Trains were ordered to
retire through the 84th Division and then proceed by a circuitous route
to a new area in the vicinity of HARZE (K!306). This new pes ition allowed
the supply of the Division to be cont inued through terrain now held by
the 82d Alrborne Division which had pushed south towards ow rear areas
and vhose front line was slightly in advance of the road, LA PAI..I&E(PG#W)—-
VIELSAIM(P7091), This provided ; very slender contact with the 7th Am:;rd
Division at the bridge over the SALM River at VIELSALM,

The movement of the Diviflim Trains to the HARZE area left the
rear of the ST, VITH fo_a-uu "wide open” until and unless the XVIII Ai;?bom
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Corpe, which now controlled the 82d Airborne Division plﬁu the foress in
the ST, VITH area, could push South and esteblish contact with TASK PORCE
JONESs This the Corps was unable to do.

On the marning of the 2lst, seven 8-inch howitsers as w1l as
coneiderable equipment abandoned by a CnvaFl.ry Grovp wis evacuated fram the
ares southwest of POTEAU by a detachment comprising personnel and mteriel
from the 3 Service Batteries of theTth Armored Division Artillery. The
evacuation was amuplj.,lh-d uder fire -- both small arms and mortar -
which was divected on the area by the enemy occupying the high ground
northeast of POTEAU, The covering force for the evacuation was furnished
by GM. who prevented fh. on-; from attacking the recovery units. Aill
materiel rescued was moved to the rear, and later turmed over to Ordnance
" pergonnel of the First Army.

During the day a farce of approxim tely 300 German infantry
infiltrated through the wooded aﬂl between RODT and POTEAU and galned the
position area of the 275th Armored Field Art.mcry Battalion, The 275th

held its ground, and diverted one battery to direct fire at point blamk
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range while continuing to exscute fire missions with the other t.io firing
batteries., The situation became eritical, and it looked for a few minutes
as if the artillery battalion was to be overrun, when the situation m saved
by the arrival of a light tank platoon from the 87th Cavelry Squadron ("F" Co). |
Ovening fire with 37mm canister, the taiks drove into the Germany infmtry
killing and wounding meny of the enemy and putting the remainder to flight.
One of the outstanding actions was that of Trocp "D", 87th
Cavalry Sqm, which was opersting on an independent mission of samhing
‘the Divislon's rear in the aru, VAUX CHAVANNE(P5591)--BASSE BODEUX(P6497).
Atllﬂl)on#htﬂ)th, the maphndboon‘omodtoMtohlp defend
~ that area against the attacks from the -oét.h. ¥hen "D" Troop arrived there
that efternoon 1t found the tom ocoupied in strength by the enesy with
more than & battalion of infmtiyy and a company of tanks. The Troop
Commander thcm moved his unit Bast along the road towards SAIMCHATEAU
(P6987) so as to block the road and prevent the SAMREE foree from hitting
the Division in the rear, At the PRAITURE cross raads, the recon troopers
ran into a_Gomn road block which t.hq attacked and overran,

Then- Troop "D" established a series of road blocks centering on .
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i

[ the cross roads at P576853 ¢ This was on the main route from HOUFFALIZE
(P6172) to LIEGE by way of MANHAY (P5390), WERBOMONT (K5400), and AYWAILLE
(K5410), or to the MBUSE st HUY (K2318) by way of BOMAL (KA4200) or HAMOIR
(KkAOS). This was one of the main routes of advance for the Fifth Panzer
w, and the initiative and resourcefulness diq:hyﬂ by this Troop in
blosking for 3 days any advance up the main highway had a beneficial effect
;m thi entire sitw tion,

By the 2lst, the Troop had collected around itself a sizeable
little ferce reinforced by two 105mm howitzers, two AAA automat ic weapons
sections from the 203d AAA Battalion, a company of Iparachut- infmtry from
the €24 Alrborne Division, and 6 medium tanks of the 3d Armored Division,
At 0500 ths enemy launched his first attack, moving in on the assembly
‘area for the troop kitchen and supply vehigles. Instead of the easy pr'
which they expected, the Germans reeled bick with 17 killed ard 16 gaptur.d.

This initial attack was followed by a number of. other attacks,
umilynad- by forces of between 50 to 100 Germen infantry., All were

repulsed and Troop "D" contihued to man this road block until 1800 on the

23d of Deceaber, when they were overwhelmed by a strong German attack made by
b



2 battalions of :lnfaﬂry supported by a company of tanks., Prior to the
at.t.aok, the entire area was saturated with a hia.vy artillsry preparation,
All the tanks and armored cars were knocked out except one armored car
which was damaged and later salvaged by the Germans af ter the road blocks
had been overrun and destroyed, (On the 24th of December this armored car
while manned by a reconnaissance unit of the 2d ss Panzer Division was
recaptured by a squad of survivors of Troop "D" who were making their way
cross-country in aneffort to regain the friendly lines.) Before the enemy
overran the cross roads they .loct ons Imew tank destroyed and an estimated
300 infantry killed. |

Throughout the 21:*.,_ CC~A maintained its position in and around
POTEAU, although receiving strong infantry and armor attacks in the marning
and again just before dark.l The enexy armor was allowed to com well out
in the open, followed by the German infmtry, when they nrt hit by the
massed fires of two arti}]q battallons and of every American tenk wh ich
could bring 11'.-. guna to har. This terrifie concentretion of ﬂrc_ stunned
the Germans who broke and fled leaving many killed and wounded - and

5 Mk V "Panthers" and 3 assault guns dsstroyed., Just as night came on
Al



the eneny attacked again but not until after he had laid down heavy
preparatory fires with his mortars and artillery. By 2000 hours the
_ attack had been repulsed,

Between these two major attacks, there ug heavy prtrol activity
by both sides. During t,h? af ternoon the d-muu were able to infiltrate
through the lines and establish an ambush on the road between PO*EAU ard RODT.
It was an effective ambush until it was disecovered, for this one block
captured 8 "peeps" and knocked out 1 light tank, and among thcac taken
prisoner were the Hxecutive Officer, CC-A, with his Iiaison Offiger, and
the Executlve Officer, 48th Armored Infantry, with his Adjutant,

As LXVI Cor;;a continued to be stalled at 87, VITH, the Germans
sealisnd Ahat She- Pad1uie 65 sonteol Ahe MbiRek of ymds ond ruilresds
centering on 5T, VITH was disrupting the timetable of the entire
counter-offensive, The stand of the 7th Armored Division hed left a
dangerous salient in the German lines which thre atened the entire narthern
flank of Fifth Panzer Army, preventing a link-up between the Fifth Panzer

and Sixt.hAPnur Armies, All further westward movement of Sixth 58 Panzer
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Army had virtuelly stopped for lagk of needed gasoline and amamition,

which were on the supply columns immobilized to the east of ST, VITH,®

or on the trains halted between PRUY and GEHJISTEIH}G’ Accordingly,

88
orders were issued to II Panzer Corps to move to the south and take the

A
town without delay,
All during the night of 20/21 December, tanks and other vehicles
could be heard massing to the north, east, and south of ST, VITH, II 88

Panger Corps was moving into position, snd at 1100, the gll-out ssssult

was launched,

18

ma appreei.ntinn ur tho Gtman aituatim :Ls based upon
_ rust 1941 , vol. 1, pp.

16 The immobility of the supply columns was confirmed af ter V-E Day,
when an officer who was captured on 18 December was relsased from prison
camp., He reported that the roads leading east from ST, VITH through
SCHONBERG, BEIALF, and PRUM were jammed bumper-to-bumper with supply
vehicles uhich in turn were blocking the routes of advance for the
build-up troops

This oftieor also reported that on passing through PRUM on 20 December
he saw tanks of the 2d 55 Panzer Division moving to the front. He overleard
one of the S8 troopers remark that hey were headed for ST, VITH. i

The information on the trains was confirmed by a second officer,
captured on 22 December. He reported that in the railroad station of
PRUM and the yards at GEROLSTEIN he saw train after train with flat cars
carrying replacement tanks, tank cars loaded with aamlim, and box cars
presumably carrying ammunition and other supplies, '

A Cermen Lt. Col. who attempted to inerrogate him, remerked: “You
and your 'verdamter'! Panger Division have kept us from gtt.ting to Licgel"

~49=



From the ti.ut‘of the first attack on the 2lst until the
completion of the successful withdrawal of the 7th Armored Divislon
across the SALM River two days later, the enemy attacked unceasingly
along the entire front of the Divislon, Throughout the 2lst and until
2200 that night, the lines held against continuous assault by wave after
wave, followed by wave upon wave of infantiy, sipported by heavy n.rtiutr
and "screaming meemie" congentrations of unprecendented size ;nd diration,
Large formations of "Panther* and "Tiger” tanks joined in the assault from
all sides, and smashed thsir w' into the lines 'l;mn they blasted the
defenders from thelr foxholes with point blank 88mm fire, Time after time,
the German infentry were forced to withdraw under the aimed short range
fire of the gallant illfl:tm; engineers, taulkers, recon troops, and
others who stood their ground and inflicted untold losses upon the attacking
formﬁm- Even the hsavy tanks were forced to withdraw, leaving destroyed

hulks battered and burning in their wake, /On that day ts men of the 7th

Armored performed, individually and collsctively, deeds of herolsm on eceasion
after occasion -- and individual soldiers not only engaged in hand-to-hand

combat with the German infantyy but also attacked the German tanks. In
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several instances tanks were destroyed by a "basookaman" who c¢limbed from his
‘thole, and pressed the "bagooka" against the side of the tenk whish had
penetrated the lines, destroying the tank but also himself, Other men
ﬂuobmwmmrmthohakdwknfammordﬁtodropl
grenade dom the turret, And still the Germans attacked « «

Starting ntlmuithm_art.ulery barrage on the northemn and
eastern positions of CC~B and an mrm't-ry-tmk attack against the jumstare ‘
| of CC-B and CC-~B/9th Armored, the Germans stepped up the scale of ﬁui.r
assault until by 1300 the entire line of CC<B was aflame with enegy urulhq;
"goreaming meemies", tanks, and infantry pouring a concentration of stesl
at the defenders, the like of which had never been seen before by the Tth
Armored during the previous campaigns. As the enemy closed, they were met
in turn by all possible concentrated fires that could be brought to bear -
but still the Cermans attacked. Major attacks were hunohnd against that
part of the line held by the 36th Armored Infentry at 1100, 1230, 1400,
1610, and 1710; while the northern flank manned by the 3lst Tank Battallion
and the 87th Su7elry were hit with the principal attacks at 1300, 1730,

; lines
1805, and 1820, All attacks were turned back, and GG-B'IAMM to hold,
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Then three heavy assaults were started by the GCermans, with
each dirested along the axis of the main roads entering 8T, VITH — abt
1650 from the East along the SCHONBERG road; followed by an attack down
the MALMEDY road at 1835; with the last one starting up the FRUM road at
200, Each .ot these attacks was preceeded by heavy artillery and “screaming
meenie” barrages lasting from 15 to 35 mimutes, and closely followed by
infantry and tanks. The Carians were not to be denled, and their relentless
pressure gince 1100 in the morning had left gaps in the line for which
there were no rescerves to replace the dead and woundeds By 200 tanks were
entering the town along all three roads, and CC-B started ertablishing a
new line on the high ground West of ST. VITH,
LM.&W&#H,MWM@M
("situation 21 Dec 44") will show in graphic form the gituation as it faced
‘the 7th Armored Division on the 2ilst of December., For a full description
of the attacks, see APPENDIX ¥B", Personal Reports for the 3lst Tank
Battalion (page 146) and for the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion (page 171).

In both instances the reporting officers were in the front lines.



The first sttack against CCsB/9th Apmored was made at 0500,
apparently in an effort to push the Combat Command back from its position
south of CC~B/7th Armored, thereby wihinging the right flsnk of CC-B/7th
md. The attack achieved tmru-y succese vhen the enemy infatyy
were able to penetrate almost 40O yards, Just before daylight, CC-B/9th
Armored started a viclous counter-attack using a task force made up of one
medium tank company, an: engineer company, and a platoon of infantry - and
by 0900 the line had hunmto:;odt.o its original position,

An ineident of this attack saw the driver of an MLE TD, after
his position had been overrun, move his vehicle through the original
.mrmtry pn\aj.ti::m towards the German lines, through the enemy, and then
south to the area of the 424th RCT, When the driver pulled back behind
our lines and arrived at CC-B/9th Armored's CP, he could offer no
explanation for his choice of route, During the entire trip not a2 shot wmas
fired at the vehicle which, with its long-barrelled 76mm gun and large
individually mounted bogies, closely resembled 2 Cerman armored vehicle,

By noon the enexy had again retumed to the attack and pushed a

reinforced combat patrol in to the cross roads at P84L68l7. By late
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afternoon all the enemy infmtry had been killed and their supporting

tank imot":hd oute As the severity of the attaeh on tﬁa north increased,

the Germans started pushing in along the ST, VITH--STEINEBRUCH road, and

by 1600 the 27th Armored Infantry was heavily engaged. This a‘ttnok s |

driven off, only to be followed by a heavy artillery preparstion and

then the infantry and tanks started in agaln., They too were repulsed,

;mt by dark the Germans were launching a series of attank; which culminated

at 2130 in breaking through at the juncture between the two Combat Commnds.
At about this time Gen. Clarke informed Gens, Hoge that the

eneny had passed tanks into town from the north, east, and south; that

CC-B/7th Armored m‘uithdming to a new line west of ST, VITH. The two

Mdm agreed on new position areas, and that thelr Combat Comumnds

mﬂdh@m#w,;mmwnmm; &ntﬁqunruu

of CC=B/9th Armored prepared Lo move t§ its new CP to be ut;a.hndud at

MALDINGEN (P7883), it was shelled, killing 2 dffimu and 1 enlisted man,

mdin; 20, The Headquarters, however, continued the m.
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While the enemy concentrated on the forces immediately around
ST, VITH, the 424th Combat Team had received no major sttacks. In the
gector of the 112th Combat Tesms, the enemy attscked Northwest of WEISWAMPACH
(PEL72) but was repulsed. German patrols, l;mlnr, continued to operate
during the dgy and nmml} nﬁ sttempting to get through our lines,

The 112th dispstched a strong combst patral to TROIS VIERGES (P7570) te
free a reported 500 Americans held prisoner thers, but it was unable to
get through because of strong columns of infantry nnduﬁor pushing West
through the TROIS VIERGES(P7570)--SASSEL(P7568) area.

During the morning of the 21st, patrols from TASK FORCE JONES
entered the towns of VAUX (P6576), JONT LE BAN (PEA78), end BACLATN (P66™9)
but met only scattered enemy recomnaissance €lements who hastily withdrew.
The enemy was still strong in the GOUVY and CHERAM sreas, About 1900 the
Germans attacked CHERAY but struck a mined road, after -hieh TF JONES
placpd artillery and mortar fire on the enemy columm. By 2000 the threat
was over and the ﬂllliﬁ' were withdrawing. -

With the situation in the ST. VITH area becoming critical between
2100 and 2200, TF JONES was warned at 2230 thet the 17th Tank Battalion must
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be prepared for immediate movement. (At 0300 on the 72d, orders ware
received directing the 17th Tank Battalion to move immediately %o KROMBACH
and report to Gen, Clarke.) Along with the warning ordm on the tank
battalion, ‘i‘l' JONES also reseived the following instructions:

"Hold on east and pivot around on DIEFELD
Em;. Delay enemy, drop back on GOUVY
P7278) and hold like grim death towns of
BERD (P7581); BOVIONY (P7082)s We must have
the road, Hake liberal use of mines and
know vhere they are.”

As learned after the "Battle of the Bulge® had been liquidated,
the taking of ST. VITH on 2L December was made the responsibility of

11 5§ Panger Corps, with its 9th 85 Panser Division and 2d S8 Pgnser Division,

"On 22 Decamber II S5 Panzer Corps with
2 and 9 SS Panger Divisions, finally suc-
ceeded in wresting ST. VITH from 7 US
Armored Divisione..” _
9 Qur tepork, "Destruction

imies in Western Burope,
6 June 1944~9 ¥ay 1945%, p. 20)

In this attpk, II Panger Corps with its two S5 Panger Divisions was assisted
by LXVI Corne (18th and 62d Volks Grenadier Divisions, and the "GROSS
MSM' Brigade), plus the lat SS Panger Orenadier Regiment on the

Forth and elements qt LVIIXI Pmuf Corps which was oparabting against the

South flank and rear of the 7th Amor«&'?
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Armored Field Artillery of 7th Armored

Division in firing positions near VIELSALM,
December 1944



Events of 22 December:

Throughout the night of 21/22 Decawber CC-B worked hard to
stebilige the line West of ST, VITH — generally along the high ground
in the vicinity of P84L87. By 0600 the line extended from RODT, to
the East of NEUNDORF, and then Southeast of KROMBACH to a "tie-in® point
vith CC-B/9th Armored in the vicinity of BAUVENN,

The Germans continued to attack with thelr infantry and tanks,
pashing their troops on through ST, VITH although our artillery was
beginning to hamper their movements. By 0200 the Geaman 928th Crenadier
Battalion (Separate) had enveloped RODT from the North and was attaking
the town from the rear — splitting CC-A and CC-B, The enayy widened
this penetration and by 1100, more than 16 tanks supported by infantry
were abttacking CC-A from the East. At 1135 RODT was clptnrgd by the
Germans who destroyed a light tank platoon snd a platoon of infantry who
had grimly and bitterly contested every foot of ground although under attack

from three sides for more than 8 hours.

17 Two official reports have enemy Order of Battle maps with this
mromuan plot.td thcm:

Yap 1'ﬂ'- 9t.. Vith—Past
be Directorate of Tactical Investigation, British War Office,

German Counter-Offensive in the Ardennes, “Situation Map No. 4, e 44",
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All morning a few men from the units which had manned the
Eastan defenses of ST. VITH infiltrated through the lines, but their
mmbers were pitifully few., Of four armored infantry rifle companies,

a recon troop, a Provisional mm Company, and the three weapons
platoons of an armored infantry headquarters company there were only
about 200 survivars, of MWMtobe evacuated because of wounds
and exhmustion, The rest were dead or ﬁllingq It was a terrible price,
and the lack of infantry was to hamper CC-B's defense which by now
occupied a new line extending from HINDERHAUSEN, across the main road
half-way between NEUNDORF and KROMBACH, South to P8284. On the left

was TASK PORCE BOYLANs in the center, the 3lst Tank Battslion; on the
right the 17th Tank Battalion. The infantry were divided between the
two tank battalions,

The one "bright spot® in the entire situation was when a
90-vehicle convoy succeeded in arriving in the Division ares sbout 1500,
bringing swunition, rations, and gascline — for which the entire
Division and all attached units (including CC-B/9th Armored, the 424th

RCT, and the 112th RCT) were desperately in need, The artillery had less
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than 20 rounds per gun prior to the convoy's arrival. The drivql

of this convoy had been in their seats for hours on-end without sleep;
they had driven through ambushes set up by many German patrols operating
to the rear of the Division, and they had suffered some casualties. Their
devotion to duty and their will to get the supplies through saved the Division
and its sttached units :rén almost certain dissster during the ordered
dthdru‘nl' vhich took place the next day. Without the gasoline, many
vehicles would of necessity have been abandoned... The artillery and other
amunition which they brought held the eneny back until the SALM River wes
crosseds

In the late afterncon the Garmans started a drive to capture
KROMBACH, attacking from North to South at 1700, 2000, snd 2110, By 2315,
their infantry were fighting in the town itself. 0C-B/9th Armored also
was receiving a heavy attack dtmmcmdwdoﬁybdﬁ pushed
Westward toward BRAUNLAUF, They held on to their contact on the left with
CC=B/7th Armored, pivoting buwk on Gene. Clarke's right flank and preventing
an attempt of the enamy to separaste the two Combat Commands,

During the fighting in the sector of ‘g p/oth Armored, @.gm

attacked and captured the CP of the 27th Armored Infsntry and their Add
e



Station. A counter-attack with 2 platoons of tanks and a platoon of
infatry recaptured the CP and the persennel which had been taken .by the
Germans, including the battalion's Commanding Officer, Executive, and Staff
less the 5-2, By this time CC-B/9th Amored was defending South of GRUFFLINOER
and as far West as MALDINGEN, with the 3d Battalion/424th Infantry being
attached to the Combat Command,

At POTEAU (C-A was receiving increasing pressure from the enemy
who was continuing his efforts to cutflank and turn the right flank of CC-A.
Meanwhile the enamy forces on North (left flank) struck heavily at 225
but were driven back., A measure of the bitterness of the fighting on all
fronts is the following:

"The medical detaclhments from the Tank
Battalion and the Armored Infantry Battalion
located in a hunting lodge were caught in the
path of the enemy attack on RODT., Under the
direction of Captain Hallerstein all of the
wounded men in the aid station who were able

Battalion moved past them in thelr counter-
sttack on RODT.* 18

“pmxmmm.w., former CO, Company "B", 40th Bank
Battalion, to Maj. Gen, Hasbrouck — March or April 1946,
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Pressure contimed to 11;01‘“0 dlong the entire front, and
as the 7th Armored Division shortened its lines and again regrouped,
German infantry and tenks pressed strongly on all positions. Fractically
the entire Division area was now being engaged by long-range artillery fire,
vhile to the North the enemy was along the Fast bank of the SALK River from
Esst of TROIS FONTS to ORAND-HALLIUX, and in the South, along the high
ground South of the highway Funning West from SALMCHATEAU. This meant
that CC-B of the 9th Armored Division, the 112th RCT, the 424th RCT, three
units of Corps troops .(including the 275th AFA with the battered remnants
of the 168th Combat Engineers), and the entire 7th Armored Division (less
Trains) - low on supplies and complebely worn out after 5 days or more
of contimious bitter fighting - weare left East of the SALM with only
one certain exit route (a secondary road leading West m- VIELSALY) and
one probgble route (roads SALMCHAT BAU—-JOUBIEVAL-wLIERNEUX). It was then
that the following message arrived from Field Marshal Montgomery, whose
2lst Army Group was i.n.ppnratioml emtz_-ol of First Army and all troops
north of Bmmgnu ‘
*To Gen. ﬁuhrm&:
"You havée accomplished your mission

a mission well done. It is now time to
withdraw."” 19
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Armored Task Force of CC=B, 7th Armored
Division in ST, VITH after recapturing the
town on 23 January 1945 :



he The Withdrswsl (23 Devesber):

The withdrawal of the 7th Armored Division was carefully
planned and orders were issued orally, being later confimmed in writing,
Tor the final written order, see APPENDIX ®A¥, alsc Chapter IV for
photostatic copy of Qverlay No, 4 ("Dispositions, Daylight 23 Dec 44%)
showing the withdrawal routes and assenbly areas.

Orders ware issued at 0015 on the 234, and provided generally
for a withdrawal West of the SALM to assembly aress behind the 824 Airborne
D;tﬂ.lim in the vieinity of LIERNWUX (P6289) — with a covering force to
fight a delaying sction until the major portion of the Division and attached
units had passed West of the river. Three routes ("A" - "B" - "C%) were %o
be used, with the 424th In.fa:tr:", (C-B/9th Armored, and other attached units
leaving first, followed by CC-B/7th Armored — all using routes A" and "B"
covered by TASK FORCE mmﬁ on "B* and TASK FORCE JONES on "A", As CC-B/7th

Armored would clear through the center, CC-A would drop back alang route "C",

19 This message was delivered at the CP of the 7th Armored Division in
VIELSALM by a personal r ve from Gen, Montgomery, He was a
Captain (neme now unknown). A search of the records of the 7th Armored
has failed to disclose any copy of this or a similar message, but the
wording has been verified by Lt, Col, C. E, Leydecker, former Division
G=3, as substantially correct, He states that he has never forgotten
the terse, straight-to-the-point order — so characteristic of Cenersl

M m.
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passing through (C-R who would then cover that route. On the South flank,
using route A" would be TASK FORCE JONES which would furnish the finsl
rear guard. The line of the SALM during the entire withdrawdl would be

held by the 112th Infantry,

Athough 00-8/9th Armmored was the first unit scheduled to withdraw,
by.0125 the Combat Command was locked in such heavy fighting that the
withdrawsl could not be made st the original time (0300). In the sectors
of both CC-B/9th Armored and CC-b/7th Armored, the fighting continued
unabated, while at the same time strong enemy forces weare attacking the
224 Airborne Division near SAIMCHATEAU (P&987). In view of the eneny's
relentless pressure, Gen, llasbrouck st 0500 radioed Gems. Clarke and Hoge
that the withdrawal would have to conmence, whether the circumstances were
favorable or not.

At 0700 W-B/Qtl; Armored began to disengage, beginning at
NEUBROCK (P8384) and working succesively back through MALDINGEN (P7883).
GC-B/%h Armored's tanks and half-tracks carried the infantry of the ﬁ&h
vhich were picked up near COMMANSTER (P7685), with as many as 14 infantrymen
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on each tank, The route of withdrawal was on N26 to the junction with
N33, West of BEHO (P7581), north on N33 to SALMCHATEAU (P6987), West to
the road junction at P656857, then through LIERNEUX (P6289) to the
MALEMPRE(P5689 ) —JEVIGNE(P5990) area, vhere (C-B/9th Ammored closed st
approximately 1200 hours, By mid-afternoon the Combat Command had been
released from the 7th Armored Division and attached to the 824 Airborne .

Division, ad was moving into position near LANSIVAL (P6090) and MANHAY (P5390).

0C=B/7%h Armored

The plan of C-B was %o bring ocut all vehicles and troops in
position near KROMBACH (P8L85) and those Southeast of that town through
BEHO (P‘?ﬂ) to VIELSALYM (P7089). The one infantry company of the 424th
@t BRAUNLAUF (P8084) accompanied them, North of KROMBACH, all vroops and
vehicles were to come out through HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) to COMMANSTER (P7685),
and thence to VIELSALM (P7089), TASK FORCE BOYLAN, with a medium bank
company, a company of TD's, and an infentry company was to hold HINDERHAUSEN
until all other troops had left, and then fall back without delay,

The 965th and 275th Field Artillery had been withdrawn during

the night, and the 434th Field Artillery remained in position until
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BOYLAN was ready to withdraw, when the artillery battalion moved out.

a result of the snow and intense cold of the previous 2 days, the ground

ﬂ frozen solid and even the heaviest vehicles were able to move over roads
| and trails which normally would not have carried a 2i-ton truck. By 2300,

008 had closed in its assembly area near XHORIS (E4807).

SC-A/Tth Armored

Starting st 1530, CC=A begen to pull back through CC-R'S positions
near PETIT-THIER (P7491). The ammored infantry withdrew after the advance
guard, covered by limited objective attacks made by the tanks. Then the
tank battalion followed, after the 489th AFA had laid down smoke and
a series of prepared fires which cloaked the withdrawal of the Combat
Command, Atm%mmmm-lhldiweﬂaltrmzthmtby
Geaman armor and infantry, which wes repulsed by 1230 hours. By 2000,
CC-A was in its sssembly area in the vicinity of HARZE (K5306).
GC-R/7%h Armored

After (C-A had withdrawn throngh PETIT-THIER (P7491), CC-R started

to fall baske At gbout this time information wes received that an OP North

of the road block at VILLE-du-BOIS (P7289) had been ambushed and destroyed.
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This news indicated that the enamy were to the left rear of CC-R's position
and caused a period of considerable mudety. A strong patrol was immedi ately
dispatched to the threatened area but found that the Camans had been
repulsed by the road block at VILLE-du-BOIS, after the enemy had destroyed |
one of our armored cars.

When all vehicles had cleared the railroad underpass at F7235900,
4% was blown and the final covering force was withdrsm 30 minutes later
(time 1745)s By 2000, CC-R had arrived in its assembly area. During the
morning one of CC-R's TD's had been shifted to SALNCHATEAWR (P6987), where

it destroyed 6 enemy tanks before it in turn was lmocked out,

TASK FORCE JONES played perhaps the most Lmportent role of any
of the Division's units during this phase of tha ST. VITH action. Its plan
was to withdraw after all other units of the Division, together with TASK
FORCE NELSON (112th Infantry) whose screen was proteécting the withdrawal
m the East — by passing one force through another until the entire task
force had cleared SALMCHATEAU (P6087).
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The withdrawal of TF JONES commenced at 1430 from its defensive

positions st BEHD cross roads (P7682), BOVIGNY (P7082), and CIERREUX (P7L84).

Successfully disengaging by leap-frogging, the Task Force hesded North towards
SALMCHATEAU o '

A few hundred yards South of that towmn an enemy ambush destroyed
one light tank with Pangerfausts, and in SALMCHATEAU two light tanks were
destroyed by an enemy tank or antitenk gun. The Germans had moved in from
the Bast, Also the enemy was contacted ab cmamx vhere a company of the
@l4th TD Battalion destroyed two Mark VI "Tigers™, The column withdrew
to a point Wmud.y 1} miles South of SALMCHATEAU after attaking abainst
the enany ab 1930, Meanwhile a recomnaissance for an sltermnate route in
the vicinity of ST. MARIE (on the SAIM, South of SALMCHATEAU) was completed.
Simultaneously, the rear of the colum was attacked by tanks from the South
 and Egst vhich destroyed four ¥-36 TD's, & mediun bank, tw towed'guns, s
two other vehicles, Six of the Cerman tanks were destroyed., Ti:u nojority
of our personndl then escaped on foot. As the enemy was pressing strongly,

the alternate route was taken. In the creeks West of ST. MARIE an enemy

ambush destroyed two armored nm_ﬁ,“, _three i-tons, Twe ¥k IV Ranks then
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sttacked the colunmm, destroying two more ammored cars and three i-tons.
Part of ﬁm colusn attempted to move towards FOVIDREUX (P6OS5) and met an
gorce of unknown strength, losing one mmored car. The balance of the
vehicles negotisted the creeks (two 3-tons and one armored car mired Ilﬁl
abandoned) and moved North until they reached the road running from SART
(P6587) to SALMCHATEAU, where contact was made with the outpost line af..
the 824 Airborne Division. From there the Task Force proceeded safely to
its assigned assenbly area.

The 440th APA supported TASK FORCE JONES while it was the covering
force on the South and mest threastened flak during the withdrawdl .
Finding its own prescribed withdrawal route scross the bridge at SATMCHAT EAT
cut off by enamy forces, it fought its way with vehicular machine guns
blaging, through the enemy and reached the bridge over the SALN gt VIEISALM,
During this running fight small ams fire wes received and returned at
ranges as close as 50 yards, A direct hit by an eneny gun (presumsidy &P
or AT) destroyed -me ¢f the battalion's fidld pleces and the entire crew
of the self-propelled 105mm howltwer became xasuslties. By its bold and

resclute action in charging the enemy with all guns blaging, the 440th was

-
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gble tc rezain friendly territory.
By midnight of the 23d, when the last x;nita of TASK FORCE JONES
and the 112th RCP had closed in their assembly sress, the 7th Amorad Division
had successfully ascomplished the ®impossible® — a daylight withdrawsl
from contast with enamy forces superior in numbers and strength, while

generally restrictad to the use of one exit route.



- IMPORTANCE OF STAND AT ST, VITH BY THE Tth ARMORED DIVISION:

The importance of the stand made in the ST. VITH area by the

| 7th Armored Division and its attached and supporting units can be summed

- Up by quoting from Firet Army's Report of Operations:

PPe

First

"The elimination of the 5t, Vith salient was
of prime importance to C-in-C West. Because of
the delay imposed here the offensive was already
almost three days behind schedule, . » Thus his
hopes of reaching Liege through Verviers were
smashed by the stalwart resistance of the troops
defending along the northern shoulder of the Gap
and at St. Vith.

LI ® % % % # %

"Without the ccamunications center of St. Vith,
focal point of five main highways and three rail
lines, the enemy's armored infantry and supply
columns were all practically immobilized, .
Traffic was jammed bumper-to-bumper for miles
fron the original line of departure and provided
excellent targets for owr artillery and fighter
bombers., Also, lacking St. Vith and its high
ground, the enemy could not launch his 'Operation
Greif' in accordange with the plan,

L % % * 8

"The salient at St. Vith not only threstened
the whole of Fifth Panser Army's northern flank,
but continued to prevent the westward movement
of Sixth S5 Panser Army. This afforded First
U. S. W sufficient time to h'i.ng up reinforce-
ments to a new defensive line running generally
through Roe!%ort, Marche, Hotton, Stavelot, and
Bullingea,"

S of rations, 1 eb
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In addition to the above appreciation of the importance of the
ST. VITH from the viewpoint of the American Army, it is interesting to
note the reaction of the GCermans, Field M rshal Keitel and Colonel-General
~ Jodl, in comenting on the ARDZNNES offensive after V-Z Dey, stated the
reasons why the offensive failed —- the second of which in order of

Amportance wast

"Tougher resistance than expected of, in
thmlulhma!:_ U. 8, troops especially in
St VITH." <+

2L pirectorate of Tactical Investigation, British War Office,

% %&-Mffmin in the ﬁy Appendix "F", "Comments
by Fle Ke ° jeneral Jodl on the Ardennes

Offensive”,




Although taken near BASTOGNE, this picture clearly
shows the thick, dark forests of ¢closely planted trees
which make up the ARDENNES — trees so close together
that the sun never penetrates except where a road cuts

through the woods



STATISTICAL SUMMARY:
a. Nature of Terrain -

Rough, forested, rocky area between the SCHNEE-EIFEL and the
Mm. Frequent streams and numerous saddles added to the difficulties
vhich channeled all vehicular traffic along the few narrow, torturous roads
vhich served the area. S5T. VITH was one of three key road junctions to the
entire ARDENNES, and from it roads radiated to DINANT and LIEOE in the West
and Northwest; to MALWEDY and STAVELOT in the North; to HOUFFALIZE and
BASTOGNE on the South; and to SCHONBER} and PRUM in the East., Through
ST. VITH ran the only East-West railroad extending from the RHINE through
the EIFEL into the ARDENNES,

ST, VITH itself occupied a valley surrcunded by high ground.
North and Northwest of the town ut._cndod a ridge line from HUNNINGEN
Westward which was 300 to 350 feet higher, and East of the town the
hi;h ground rose between 330 and 350 feet higher, To the Northeast at
WALLERODE and immediately behind it was the highest ground, with WALLERODE
being aslmost 400 feet higher than ST, VITH, Just Northeast of WALLERODE

the ground rose an additional 200 feet.
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b, Westher Conditions -

16 Dec == Overcasty cloudy; penetratingly cold; snow flurries;
poor aerial observation,

17 Dec —= Same turning to rain at night; ground soft and boggys
roads muddy and slick.

18 Dee —= Bitter coldy overcast; snow flurries; no aerial obser-
vation; ground soft; roads slick and becoming
inereasingly incapable of handling traffic heavier

than light trucks.
19 Dec -~ Same as 18th.
20 Dec == Same as 18th,
21 Dec — Bitter coldy overcast; snow; no aerial activity;

ground and roads slushy. (ALl persomnel were
suffering from frozen feet and frost bites)

22 Dec
and — Bitter cold; overcast; deep snow (deptns of 2 to 3 feels
23 Dec deeper in drifts); no aerial sctivity; ground frosen,

permitting limited eross-country movement of tanks,

¢. 7th Armored Divieion -

(1) YNumber of Officers and lMen Assigned Unit Who Took Part in Action:

11,976 (Strength Report, 7th Armored Division and
attached Tank Destroyer snd Antisircraft
Artillery Battalions/16 December 1944)

. (2) Number of Cagualties Suffered by Unite

(a) As reported for 7th Armored Division and attached
Tank Destroyer and Arntisireraft Artillery Battalions
and Tyuck Companies, at time "After Action Reports"
were prepared - sometime between 1 January 1945 and
10 January 1945:

Killed in Action « 43 .
Wounded in Actien - 382

Missing m.Mtion - 140
1165
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(b) As ¥nmown upon inactivation of 7¢h Armored Division

in fina) review of reports received from all sources:

Killed in Action - 228
Wounded in Action = 642
M¥issing in Action - _167 (Of whom about 120 are

1137 believed to have been
Piits)

%g: T4 is believed that the above figures are sub-
an

tially correct. Reports, however, were received

from many sources and there is the possibility of there
having been some duplication. (Percentage of error,
either increase or decrease, is not believed to exceed

ten percent.)

(3) Approximate Btrength of Supporting Troops:

CC=B/9th Armored Division 2700

RCT (28th Infantry Division) 2000 iﬁtimated)
424%h RCT (106th Infantry Division) 1700 (Estimated)
168th Engineer Combat Battalion 175

Hg & Sv Co, 8lst Engr Combat Battallon 45

275th Armored Field Artillery Bgttalion 500

965th Field Artillery Battalion 500

14th Cavalry Group (Provisional) 400 (Estimated)
8020

(4) Vehicle Losses:

d. Enew -

Tanks, Medium (105mm How) - 5
Tanks, Light - 32
TD's - 13
Carriages, 105mm How (3P} = 2
Half-track Vehicles - T8

- 2

Armored Cars

(1) Appuarent Intentions:

(a) To gain the line of the VEUSE River; to turn North and

capture NAMUR, LIEGE, and VERVIERS; to capture BRUSSELS
and ANTWERP, %

hereby isolating the American First and
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Ninth Armies, and the British Second and Canadian
First Armies.

(b) To utilize the ST. VITH area as a major supply
installstion for supporting the counter-offensive
. until LIEGE and NAMUR had been secured,

(2) Morale:

#SUPERIOR® — sll ranks of the German forces were flushed
with their initial successes in smashing the American lines
along a 60-mile fromt in less than 24 hours. The enemy were
possessed of a fanatical determination that nothing could stop
them, and the majority of the troops displayed a skill and
initiative which stemped them as Veterans from ss well trained
divisions 88 Cermany had put in the field since 1939. All units
were aggressive, and the tactics of all units to and including
battalions were cutstanding.

(3) Character of Enemy Fire and Observation:

A1l infentry assaults were supported by direct fire from
medium and heavy tanks and assault guns. Artillery observation
was "Expellent® to "Poor®, After 18 Decamber, the enemy employed
divisional and corps type srtillery and rocket artillery in
copious quantities —- results, "Good" to "Poor", Nortars wers
£irst employed on the morning of the 18th, and continuously
thereafter. Action took place in territory which was of Germanic
origin, and many civilian contacts accurately reported to the
enany the location of Command Pos%s, tank and artillery dis-
positions, and other informstion which enabled the enay in
many instances to "pin-point” targets.

(4) Strength of Enemy:

Type of Unit Istimabed Strenghh
3 Volks Orenadier Divisions (18 VG 62 Vay 560 VO) 21,000
3 55 Panger Divisions (1 55 Psy 2 55 Pgg § 53 rs) 30,000
2 Panzer Divisions (2 Pg; 116 Ps) 13,000
1 Panzer Grenadier Brigade (™GROSS DEUTSCHLAND®) 3,000
67,000
Supporting Troops (included 1 GHQ Artillery Brigade) 20,000
TOTAL ENEMY STRENGTH 87,000



(5) Enemy Losses:
Inflicted by  Inflicted by
7th Armored Supporting

(a) Vehicles (confirmed)

Tanks destroyed Enl typee
Tanks damaged all types
SP Guns destroyed

"8

AT Guns destroyed

Artillery pieces de
Half-track vehicles destroyed
Staff cars destroyed

Othar vehicles destroyed

gaﬂumbﬁg
|
A A AD 9 ~9 w9\

(b)

s | 1520 b
oun ¥ 3
Prisoners L E Reported

These figures are recorded in "After Action Report,
Armored Division®, December 1944, for the 7th Armored

and for the supporting units, in: "After Action Reports",
Combat Command *B*, Oth Armored Divisionsy 112th Infantry
Regiment; and 424th Infantry Regiment.

The tabulations are not complete, for many officers
and men who possessed "first-hand" lmo-{odg- of enemy casualties
did not have the opportunity to report their figures during the
action, and many of them subsequently were killed or missing
in action, b

.‘ui
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Chapter II

OFFICIAL COMMENDATIONS



“Veterans they are, as the Tommy who watched them barrel
dowm from northern Germmany to meet Rundstedt testified: '"There's
the bloody 7th', he said... 'They'll stop the bloody b ds.

They're the bloody veterans...'"

.
Tanks of the 7th Armored Division
Attacking South down the MALMEDY
Road to retake ST. VITH in January
1945 :
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7th Armored Division
for ths

Action at St. Vith

17-23 December 194

In addition to the tribute paid the 7th Armored Division by General

Marshall in his Biennisl Report of the Chief of Staff (as quoted in foot-note
1, ante), the Division has received various other official commendations.

These include a statement by the Secretary of War in which he cited five
divisions, ineluding the 7th Armored, for their defense of the ARDENNES)
a personal message to the Division Commander from General tisenhower; 2
statement by Field Marshal iLontgomery; & proposed Citation by the French
Government for the award of the Croix de Guerre with Palm to the entire
Division; and & propesed Citation for award of the Distinguished Unit
Citation,

Statement by Secretary of War Stimson

"The highest credit should be paid to all the growmd
force units which helped to halt the Cerman drive in
Belgium, There was the lst Infantry Division whish
stoutly held = shoulder at Yonschau, channeling the Ger-
mans to the south, The firmm stand of that division
added to the laurels it had won in Tunisia, Bicily and
on the Normendy beaches. There was the 7th Armored Dive
ision which held at St. Vith like a rock in the midst o
the initial Nazi onrush, It fought a defensive battle
slowing the GCermans and helping to protect the vital
commmication center at Liege., Then there was the 4th
Infantry Division which helped to hold the southern
shoulder in the Echternach area,. '

"The exploits of the 10lst Airborne Division ana
elemsnts of the 9th and 10th Armored Divisions in the
gal lant defense of Bastogne are already famous. By hold-
ing at Bastogne these troops deprived the Germans of
a reilroad and six highways which would have given
impetus to the westward Nasi drive. The 82d Airborne
Division bolstered the northern flank at Stavelot."”
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Personal Messags from General Zisenhower

"From Gen. Zlssnhower to Cen. Hodges:

Please transmit the followlng personal message from
me to Hasbrouck of the Seventh Armored.
QUOTE The magnificent job you are doing is having a
great beneficial effect on our vwhole situation. I am
personally grateful to you and wish you would let all
of your pesople know that if they continue to carry out
their mission with the splendid spirit they have so far
shown, ths; will have deserved well of their country.
UNQUOTE."

Statement Field Mars Hon

As reported by Sters and Stripes:

"Montgomery praised &ll the American forces
involved in the battle but specifically named the
forces in three places along the Ardemnes front
where the Cermans hit hardest.

The U, S, Seventh Armored Division's stand at
St. Vith when 'this lone armored division stood:
off an entire Fanzor army.!

The stand at the 2ll important road junction
town of Bastogne by the 10lst Airbome Division.

The rally of everal U, S, divisions on the
northern or lonschau hinge of the breakthrough,
ineluding the 82nd Airborne Division's drive to
reach the Seventh Armored,

%hen he was placed in charge of the troops
north of the bulge, Montgomery related, he con-
sulted with Lt. Gen. Courtney Hodges of the First
Army regerding the isolated units around St. Vith,

'I think we ought to get those chaps back w-
they've done their stuff, brave men,' he told

HOdB‘ﬂo" 2&'

2 Secretary of War's Weekly Summary on Progress of the Wer, issued
3 January 1945. Army-lavy Journal, 6 January 1945, p. 566

2L

First press conference held by Yarshal Montgomery after assuming
commend of all Allied Forces north of the "Bulge". Stars and Stripes
(Paris edition), 8 January 1945, p. &.
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Citation for Croix de Cuerre with P%m = Proposed by French Covernment
as Sec Propos or Citat in Orders of the French Army with
Award of the Fourragere
(First Proposition for Citation was for liberation of France in August
and September 1944, when 7th Armored Division spear-headed the Third

Army's XX Corps)

"On the 16th of December 1944, alerted in Rimburg (Germany;,
to come and stop the breskthrough made by the enemy in the
Belgian Ardemes, the 7th Armored Division received the order
to hold the waves of Penzer Divisions rolling domm towards
France, Multiplying its counter-attacks, fooling the plans of
the enemy by the initliative of its bold movemen ts, it succeeded
in holding alone from the 16th to the 23d of December by con-
stant fighting, especially bloody at St, Vith, Rodt and Gouvy,
with the enemy marching on a 4O kilometer front. 1In spite of
heavy losses, it held for four days Instead of two the enemy
push, thus permitting by its own tenacity the arrival of Allled
support which broke down the dangerous German offensive almady
slowed by four days of fighting with the 7th Armored Dive
ision,

"Under the command of Yaj. Gen, R, W. Hasbrouck, the Seventh
Armored Division will remain in History as the wvaliant and un-
tiring unit composed e xclusively of fighters with but a single
goal to atbain -« the accomplishment of their mission with
absolutely no regard for their om lives," 23 |

liote: The First Proposition for Citation in Orders of the French Army was
not concurred in by Third Army although recommended by XX Corps. The
Second Proposition (for the stand at ST, VITH) was concurred in by Twelfth
Army Croup, but with the non-concurrence of Third Army on the First Prop-
osition both Citations were disapproved by Hoadquarters Suropean Command, |
The French Covernment then was able to obtain the concurrence and approval
of Headjuartems Burcpean Command for the Citation of three Battalions |
of the 7th Armored Division for the Croix de Cuerre with Palm - two
awards: one for the Battle of France, the other for ST, VITH = and
the award of the French Fourragere, These Battalions are the 23d Armored
Infantry Battalion, the 17th Tenk Battalion, and the 31lst Tank Bettalion. 2¢

e

25 Correspondence on file with Decorations and Awards Branch, The
Addutm Generalts Uffi“, y&mmﬂ, D. Ce

26 234 Armd, I-nft !h., 17th Tk, 3‘1., 3‘1‘t Tk. Bn, cited twice for
French Croix de Guerre with Palm by Decision No. 274, and for the
Prench Fourragere by Decision No. 275, both dated 22 July 1946,
Copies of Citations on file with Decorations and Awards Branch, TAG,
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pa il JONORS. — As euthorized by Executive Order 9396 (Sec I, WD Bul 22,

33/ superseding Executive Order 9075 (Sec III, WD Bul 11, 1942), the
wing unit is cited by the War Department under the pwovisi ons of
Sectlon IV, WD Circular 333, 1943, in the name of the President of the
United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The
citation reads as follows:

"7th Armoved Division, with the following & tached wnitss

203d Antiaireraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion (Self-propelled)
814th Tenk Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled) .

Libth Quartermaster Tpuck Compeny '

3967th Quartermaster Truck Company

275th Armored Field Artillery Bpttalion

965th Field Artillery Battalion

- Combat Command "B", 9th Armored Divislon, including:

14th Tank Bgttalion

27th Armored Infantry Bat talion

16th Armored Field Artillery Bsttalion

"D" Troop, £9th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized), wi th
attached Platoons "E" Troop and "F" Company

"B" Company, 9th Armored Mngineer Battalion

"A" Company, 8llth Tenk Destroyer Bsttalion (Self-propelled)

"B" Battery, 482d Antiaireraft Artillery Automatls Wespons Battalion
(Self-propelled) : %

"B" Company, 2d Armored Medical Battelion

"C" Company, 13lst Armored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion

~ 112th Infentry Regiment, with attached
229th Field Artillery Bttalien
"C" Company, 103d Sngineer Combat Bpttalion

168th Snginesr Combat Battalion
lgad quarters and Service Company, 8lst “ngineer Combat Bt talion
3d Platoon, "F" Company, 423d Infe try Regiment

is cited for ocutstanding heroism during the Battle of the ARDENNES, These

units distinguished themselves in combat against powerful and aggressive

enexy forees consisting of more than € divisions, of which 3 were m-

and 2 were Pangzer, during the peried 1'Ii-23 December 1944, The extraordinary

herolsm and gallantry of dll ranks denied the Germsns for more than 6 days

the key munieatignl center of ST, VITH, BELGIUM, which ws essential

to the success of the ;ntire counter-offensive, All units were subjected to

unceasing enemy tank and infantry attacks which mounted in ferocity as the
==



| Germans still failed to gain their objective, By the second day, 18 December,
the flanks were cons tantly threatensd by enemy divisions vhish bypassed the
ST, VITH area and pushed far to the rear, in an effort to encircle the 7th
Armored Division and cut it off east of the SALM River,

"Although ﬁmutrnti.ma of the Divislon's defens ive cordon were.
temporarily secured; often with the aid of "Panther® and "Tiger" tenks vhich
raked the front line Mf.m with pa_int blank fire, the enemy was repeatedly
tlrown back by the gallant troops who rose from their foxholes to eject the
eneny in flerce hand-to-hand combat. Outnumbered and faced by & determined
and fmatieal_ veteran foe, the 7th Armored Division and attached units inflicted
umnt& enemy losses which included 133 kmown tanks destroyed and 4,306 known
casusl ties, As these men continued to deny the ST, VITH area to the Germans,
the entire couster-offenslve lost the initial impstus gelmd during tis first
two days, and mw supply columns became imbilisad by the lack of the
5 higlways and 3 nilmum that centered at ST, VITH. The salient which
this epic stand had created in the Cerman lines threatened the entire nartlhern
flank of Fifth Panger Army, prevented a link-up bstwen Pifth Penger and
Sixth SS Panzer Armies, and denied meaneuver room to Sixth SS Pangzer Army
t herely stopping its further westward movement. By 21 Dgcember the Germean
timetable had been go disrupted thet the enemy was forced to divert II S8 Panger
Corps from the north and order it to secure the town without delay. With the
arrival of this fresh Corps and its two hitherto unonmitted 55 Panser Divisions,
the pressure became too great, and the f&us which for 6 dgys had held the
8T. ?I'I!i area so gal lantly were ordered by the Army Group Commander to
‘withdraw west of the SALM and regain the friendly lines. Without the bersfit
or- prepared defenses and despite heavy eaiualt.in, the 7th Aymored Division and

attached units had inflicted grievous losses on the greater part of 5 of the
-21-



8 eneqy divisions engaged. This masterful and grimly determined stand
by resourceful and gallant units is in keeping with the highest treditions
of the military service," i

Correspondence on file with The Adjutant General.
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- Chapter 11

ENEMY SITUATION



"s¢e0n the edges of the towmn you could see, like a picture-story
in a book, where the German columns had broken through the perimeter
defense and come right up to the edge of the houses themselves. You
could see this from the burned-cut tanks the Germans had left behind.
The Germans had come in and one by one their tanks had been shot
through until ... the trail of them was almost like a snake cut into

little piecescses”

. H
Shattered wrecks of German tanks
and other military vehicles litter ¢
both sides of a road leading into
the ARDENNES t
:




ENEMY SITUATION

3 Ste Vith Area
17-23 Deceamber 1944

o OENERAL:

2

VWhen the 7th Armored Division arrived in the ST. VITH area
on 17 Decamber 1944, information upon which to formulate an accurate
estimate of the enemy situation was non-existent. By 20 December,
the situation had clarified, and it was kmown that an aggregate of
8ix Oerman divisions were operating against the salient held by the
7th Armored. These lnown enemy divisions included: 18th, 62d, and
560th Volks Grenadier; 2d and 116&.!:; Panger; and lst 5S Panser. In
addition, various units of the "GROSS DEUTSCHLAND® Division had been
identified — but the presence of the entire division was not accepted
for it had been positively identified on the Russian Front just prior
to 15 December, Later it was established that these units were part
of the *FUEHRER ESCORT" Brigade camposed of specisl employment troops,
many of vhom had served on the Eastern Front with the "GROSS DEUTSCHLAND®
Division. To these six Cerman divisions and the YFUEHRER ESCORT* (or
"GROSS DEUTSCHLAND®) Brigade, were added the full weight of II 55 Panmer
Corps with its 9th and 2d SS Panser Divieions on 21 December, 38

7¢h ARMORED DIVISION G-2 PERIODIC REFORTS:

The day-by-day development of the enemy situstion during
the period 17-23 December 1944, is illustrated through the Division's
G-2 Periodic Reports, copies of which are appended —

% Directarate of Tactical Investigation, Pritish Yar Office, The
GCerman Counter-Offensive he Ardennes, p. 18,




G-2 PERIODIC REPORT

1 SECRET T FROM: 162100 Dec 44
1AUTH: CG, 7 AD: Té : 172400 Dec 44
1 INIT: ' UNIT: 7th ARMD DIV
:DATE: 17 Dec 44: APD 257

: US ARMY
No. 121

MAPS: GSGS 4336 & 4416, Scale 1/100,000, Sheets 13, 17, s1, T1, Ul

1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD
8o Front Line: A4 great deal of confusion exists as to the
exach 1ine ocoupied by the enemy &t any given time, due to the extremely
fluid conditions thet exist. As of 1800, the front line in sectors of
interest was generally, ¥ to 8§, 8405, 8702, 8594, 8890, 9276, 9073, 8570,
7862, 8360, 8550,
b. Units In Contact:
8 ‘ Div - 8594 3 to 8887 - Strength: Approx 5,500.
(2) 62 Inf Div - 8887 § to 9077 - Strength: (7).
(3) 116 Pz Div = 9077 § to 8878 =~ Strength: 7,500, 100 Tks.
(4) 560 Inf Div - 8678 S to 8368 - Strength: (7).
(5) 2 Pz Div - 8368 8§ to 8360 - Strength: 7,500, 100 Tks.
(8) 26 Inf Div - 8360 § to 8552 - Strength: 6,000. :
¢. Reserves and Other Forces Capable of Intervention:
— TI) Elements of above Divs not yet committed.
(2) 12 s8 Ps Div.
(Note: It ie believed that eneamy's current practice of
commi tting reserves in Bn or Regt strength supported by armor
in ample strength will be effected as the situstion dictates.)

2. ENEWY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD _

&, General Summary: Beginning at 160500 Dgc, the enemy launched
attacks, following ?&Erly heavy Arty, slong entire front from FO700 8 to
L1040, Attacks were made by groups of Inf ranging from 40 to 200 in
number, and in general supported by Armor and ample Arty. Attacks
continued today, with penetrations of friendly positions being made
as outlined generally in Par 1 a. Enemy was able to link avtacks N from
P9586 and S from P9791 at SCHONBERG P9588, thereby isolating major
portions of two Regts of the 108th Inf Div.

b. rations of C ent Elements: o
= EE; An En Cim ;nn; 20-25 Tke (also Psnl carriers and wire Veh)

observed moving W on Rd from OCHENBRACHE P78956 at Approx 1700.
(2) Hvy Conec Inf Rptd in woods 8 MEYRODE P9390.
. @e Miscellaneous: Combat Command "R" discovered & German ambush
in general area P7606 on RECHT-LIGNEUVILLE Rd, Germans are using
American Wpns and Vehs. (See Annex ¥o. 1, "Operation 'GRIEFF'".)

3+ MISCELLAREOUS

a, Tméh._;_soot Rpt: At 1300, large Conc Tks at L1929; 60 Trks and
undetermined number loot troops at L0541,
b, Weather: 24 hour period beginning 172400 Dec - Cloudy =nd cold.

visibility ¢ miles improving to & miles in PM, Humidity high.
Temperature; Max - 40, Hin - 386, :

¢, General: As of 1800, enemy held BORN P8594, WALLERODE P8890
ELCHFRAT TUUSY, HECHESCHEID P9278, LUTZKAMPEN PSO73, FAYMONVILLE P8602,
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 WAIMES P8403, BUTGENBACH K9104, and.RJ at K0104. Enemy was on edpe
of KRINKELT LO704 sand WIRTZFELD L9504. Ron elements Rptd WALLERODE
PBBY0 clear of enemy as of 2115, ’

4, ENEMY CAPABILITIES (Adopted from VIII Corps Per Rpt No. 182)
2. (1) The enemy can continue present cdunterattack to restore
lost positions with the forces now on his front, :
(2) The enemy can further reinforce his front line strength
with additional reserve forces and mount an offensive.
(3) The enemy can take up an active defense of his present
positions or those which he may fall back on.
b Discussion: Capability No. 1 is being ourrently implemented.
Tt 1% too early at this time to state any conclusions as to implementation
of cspability No. 2 but present indications hvased on statements of PW's
taken from sll enemy Divs listed in current OB notes favor this.
Cepability Bo. 3 with direction of the main effort derending upon which
will offer the more probable success, likely to be implemented if he is
stopped along present positions and his attack does not meet with success.

/s/ Murray
MURRAY
Annex ¥o. 1 to Per Bpt No. 121 G2

TRANSLATION OF GERMAY DOCUMENTS

I GHQ, 68 Corps : CP, 15 Dec 44
Abt, Ila.
Enclosed order of the Omdr in Chief West and addendus of Army Up
"g" omdr as well as that of Feldjaeger Kommando Cmdr, for special
attention. Will be made public shortly before beginning of attacke

Subject: Undertaking "GREIF"

1. Higher HQ plenned to ineclude in the operation the Undertaking "GREIF".
2. Underteking "GREIP" could also include own forces with American equip-
ment, Americen weapons, American wehicles, American insignia's - especially
the S-pointed yellow or white star.

3. To avoid confusion with enemy troops, the forces employed in Undertaking
"GREIF" will identify themselves to our own troops:

8, During the day--by taking off their steel holmets.

b. At night-- by red-blue light signals with flashlights.

4, Foroes of the Udertaking "OREIF" will also indicate the employment by
painting white dots on houses, trees, and roads used by them.

5o Eamployment of forces of Undertaking “"GREIF" is planned along the
following roads:

a. Trois Fonts (5 km SW S:avelot), Bass Bodeux, Villettes, Dbra,
1la Fourche, Haarrs, Deux Ryn, Roche & Freus.

b. Right (8.5 km MW St. Vith), Et. Thier, Ville du Bols, Vielsalm,
Salmchateau, Roadcrossing et Point 444 (0.5 km N Joubienal),
Hebronval, Regne, Roadcrossing at Point 538 (2 km SW Malempre),
¥onhay, Road Fork at Point 430 (Ostrand Grandmenil), Roadcrossing
Point 200 (1 km N Mormont), Roche & fronc,

6. Roche a fronc, Alsne, Jusafne, Domsl, Rosd Fork 2 lm S fNomel,

Tohi tneux, Aumas, Ooquier, Vervox.
oo, ’ g g For the General Command

ST T SIEBERT, C 0 8



(Source: VIII Corps Per Hpt No. 182)

II - . .
Soldiers of the Wgst Fronti!{ Your great hour has errived. Large
attacking armies have started ageinst the Anglo-Americans. 1 do not
have to tell you anything more on that. You feel it yourself.

WE GAMBLE EVERYTHING!

You carry with you the holy obligation to give everything to achieve
thinge beyond human possibilities for
Qur Fetherland and our Fuhrer!

von Runstedt
C in C West
General Feldmarshall

Dist: Feldjasger Kdo z, B. V., G-3
66 Corps (=3, Chief of Sgotion

(Source: 108 Inf Div Per Rpt No. 6)



G-2 PERIOPIC REPORT

T e FROM: 172400 Dec 44
tAUTH: CG, 7 ADs TO : 182400 Dec 44
s INIT: s UNIT: Tth ARMD DIV
1DATE: 18 Dec 44: APO 257

US ARNY
No. 122

MAPS: Ko Change. .

1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD

A % The front is in a highly fluid state. Generally
spesking, forces o v hold or dominate the line PUTTEAU 77981 (inecl)
- CR 803927 - RJ 858902 - RJ 872885 ~ 864863,

b. Unite in Contact: Only contacts determined through PW identifications
were (1) Co, v (E of ST VITH) and (2) 7 Co, 1 Pz Gren Regt,
1 88 Pz Div (PUTTEAU 7791). . Contact was constant throughout period with
both Inf and Armd units, mostly of the two Dive represented above.

6. Reserves and Other Forces Capable of Intervention: In addition
to major Tormations listed ﬁ Por ﬁ Wo. 121, 1 88 Pt Div has entered
the pioture. How much of the Div is committed is unknown; uncommitted
elements must be carried as reserve until located.

2. ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD

a., General S s+ Enemy continued pressure on entire front,
effecting pomﬁ%im or flanking thrusts where he found resistance
weakest. In virtually every action entered into by the enemy, Inf
forces supported by Tke and/or AG's were used. Pressure was maintained
to the SE, E, and N¥E of ST VITH; RECHT 7994 was taken by the enemy at
approximately 0300; Germsns took PUTTEAU, were ejected, and counter-
attecked the village in some force. from the N and E at 1856, Penetrations
by Tks to the ¥ snd S of the Div were made during the course of the period
- Tks being. reported controlling STAVELOT 7201 to the W end GOUVY 7279 -
CHERAM 6677 to the 8. Variows penetrations further to the W were reported
by various basically unconfirmed sources. The situation in the ST VITH
ares remained relatively quiet afier approximetely 2000, with the exception
of & great deal of vehiculer movement, including that of Tks, to the N of
the town. Elsewliers on the front, things were fairly quiet after the fall
of darkness except for mortar and §/A fire.

b. rations of t Elementss :

r - Operation o! armor oan be briefly sumed up as that
of support of Inf forces in offensive cperations on entire fromt. Numerous
movements of armor were reported on the front throughout period. Twenty
plus Tys were in operation %o E of ST VITH., After Inf foroe cocupled
RECHT, 7 Tks snd 1 AG were reported therein. The Inf force operating vie
of PUTTEAU was supported by SP AG's. Higher FHgs Rptd some 30 Tks operating
vioc of STAVELOT 7201, and Tks were Rptd to have penetrated positions to the
8 vic of GOUVY and CHERAM. A Rptd Atk by an Est § Tks end an unknown Amt
of Inf vie of 858901 at 2125 failed to develop by end of period.

(2) - There was little Arty Rptd during period. Intermittent
shelling of was noted however,
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(3) Inf - Est 40 Inf armed with bazookas and /A -captured RECHT
at epprox 050U, Inf forces with Armd support cut road VIELSALM 7089 - ST
VITH at PUTTEAU, ooccupied the village, and after being ejeocted therefrom,
counterattacked at 1856. Efforts were repulsed. Inf to E of ST VITH
brought pressure to bear on defending elements but were driven back to
previous posns before darkness, Est 2 Bns Inf Rptd operating due E of
town; additional forces to SE and NE. Smell infiltering parties were
active slong entire fromt. Automstic weapoms, S/A, and mortar fire were
heavy in all operations.

3. MISCELLANEOUS

Be Casulaties:
8 = 2o otal to date - 8058,
2) BEst killed - 60.
fh m" - 5.

bes PW Statements: PW from 7 Co, 1 Ps Gren Regt, 1 S8 Pz Div, captured
in PUTTEAU stated Co hed 3 Rifle Plats (25 men each), Hvy Wpns Plat with
42 men and 4 Hvy MG's. Stated alos that atk on PUTTEAU this morning was
supported by 5 AG's (50mm long~barrelled AT guns on ¥k III chassis). Unit -
has been in action for 3§ days.

0., Enemy troops with American uniforms, using American vehicles, and
firing American Wpns have been active at several points along front. Enehy's
use of our Wpns has been particularly in evidence during peried.

4. ENEMY CAPABILITIES -~ No Change.

A /s/ Wurrey
MURRAY
3=2
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G-2 PERIODIC REPORT

E ¢ SECRET i FROM: 182400 Dec 44
tAUTH: CG, 7 A.D: TO : 192400 Dec 44
tINIT: UNIT: Tth ARMD DIV
tDATE: 1!‘!5_4'{; APO 257
'Do US ARMY

MAPS: No Change.

1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD

&, Enemy Front Lines: No definite front line exists on the Div left -
flank. Our troops hold & general front line as follows: Vie POTEAU =
770917 - 780917; SE of RECHT 808957 - 813940 - 820940 ~ 8229353 NW of ST
VITH 844899 - 851902 - 859902 -870888 - 873878 - thence SW to 862864 where
contact is made with Elms 9 AD,

" be Defensive Organization; INF DUG IN 862905 to 863899 and at 876910;
INF Duc ;3 75 INF DUG IN 68458994; Est Co INF DUG IN
N and S of RR B805935. MG Posns Rptd at 76879212; 77209181; 77189159;
771891843 E of Br TROIS PONTS 6798, '

C. Unitn In Contacts

cations Pi's
Tua Co, olksgrenadier Div Vic WALLERODE 9089
2 Co, 1818 AT Bn, 18 Volksgrenadier Div Vic WALLERODE 9089
1 Bn, 164 Inf Regt, 62 Inf Div identified Vic 8676
Hgs Co, 1818 Engr Bn, 18 VG Div . identified by document

captured Viec 857908,
d. Arty: EN ARTY POSNS Rptd at 874905; 850934; 823948; 899930; En Arty

believed be going into Posn Vic 823949 at 1010; En Arty Rptd to be Cone
NE of MEYERODE 8993,

e. Supply eand Evacuation Establishments: Ammo and Supply Point Rptd at
mm!om‘gimm; - o © 822949 end then N on Rd from that

point,

2., ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD :

a, General :+ Considerable Tk and Inf activity during night of
18-19 Dec Vic Bu?;;;. bn forces were aggressive throughout the day in Vie
NDR EMMELS 838908 and HUNNINGEN 845898 and WALLERODE 875899. Local Atks
were made employing Iunf supported by Tks, all of which were repulsed. Units
Rptd Hvy En S/A fire in RECHT sector during the morning hours. En Inf
supported by AG and Tk fire continued to dominate the "no man's land" of
PUTTEAU 7791. At 1618 approx 200 En were Obsd massing at 874905, and at
1645 an Atk of Inf with towed AT guns was launched toward ST VITH from
direction of WALLERODE 8790 to NE. This Atk was repulsed, At 1645 an
En force Est as 200 Inf were Rptd moving § at 667991, This force attempted
e river corossing Vic TROIS PONTS but the Atk failed. Reglatively strong
En perties were active along both N and 8 flanks and in rear of Div. Wo
ground was lost to En efforts during period.

be Operations of Component Elements:
lgi Air - No BEn alr was Rptd over Div sector during period.
(2) AT « In an abortive Atk on ST VITH at 1645, En towed AT pieces

into battle area., Counter measures prohibited use of same.
(3) Armor - En armor in form of Mk IV, V, and VI Tks, SP AG's, and

Armd Cars were in evidence on all points of contact during period,
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In the general area NE of ST VITH 8588 Armd Mvmt was recorded during hours
of darkness; no Atk was effected during this period. Tks were noted at
following points during period: 5 Tks 829928 at 0920 (E to W); Tys, number
unknown, into woods just NW 864902 at 0840; 1 Tiger and 1 Mk IV, 2 others,
type unknown, Vic 862898 at 0940; 4 Tks, type unknown, SW through NDR EMMELS
838908 at 0940; 5 Tks at 578000 at 1130 (unconfirmed); 8 Tks at RJ 773918
at 1427; Tks in support of Inf Atk Viec HUNNINGEN 8489 at 1310; Est 17 Tks

E side of Br at TROIS PONTS 7077 at 1335; 9 (possible Mk III's N of PUTTEAU
7791 at 1440; 2 Tiger Tks 787935 at 1650; 3 or 4 Mk IV's just N of GOUVY
7278 at 1200 (unconlirmed); Possible Tks, number unknown, Vie 776920 at
1930; 2 Tks in Atk on Rd Blk at ORTHO 4871 at 1300,

(4) Arty -« No Shellreps received during period. Only Light and
¥ed Arty in limited amounts fired on targets in Div zone. Towns of
HUNNINGEN and PUTTEAU Recd major portion of En Arty fire.

(5) Inf = En Inf extremely active on all fronts both from dug-in
defensive Posns in laying fire on friendly Pysns, and in Atks, Inf forces
were used with and without armored support. Active efforts of infiltration
were in evidence in entire sector, both by patrols and combat forces,.

(8) HMiscellaneous = (&) Three German smbulances were Obsd towing
field pieces Vic RECHT 7994. (b) Inf was Obed in Ameriocan $-Ton Veh E of
Br at TROIS PONTS, and PW captured Vie GRUFFLINGEN 8281 wes driving a US
4-Ton Veh., (¢) Friendiy Trps ceptured Parachubist 1 Mi W of VIELSALM 7089
at 1800, (d) US H/T in German Veh Clm wes knocked out by our forces.

(e) Germans Rptd in Civ clothes in MALEMPRE 5688,

3. MISCELLANEOUS

a. Enme Cagualties:
N - %F‘s = 46, Total PW's to date 6100.

(2) Est En dead - 230,
Est En wounded - 180,
(3) Veh casualties: 12 Tks, 1 AG, 5 Trks (one of which was carrying
Ammo), 1 US H/T, 1 US $-Ton, 5 Germean Stf Cars, 1 Ron Veh.
(4) Wpn casualties: 3 Arty Pos, 5 Morters, one 88 AT (towed), un~-
eetimated number of MG's,

b, Morale: 1In spite of evidenced aggressive spirit, PW's dsiplay no
greater morale than those processed under conditions more adverse to the
enemy. One factor to be considered in this respect is the failure of the
higher commends to provide the air support which was promised for this
operation, Two examples of desertion were encountered during period,

¢. Enemy Supply: There is evidently no shortage of necessary gasoline
and Ammo for 5 operation. As expressed by one PW, greatest difficulty
of supply is in carrier vehicles from rear areas to front line positions,

4, ENEMY CAPABILITIES - No Change,
/8/ Murray

MURRAY
G=-2



t Annex No. 1 to Per Rpt No, 123
F CONSOLIDATED IPN NOTES

i
! Pii's processed today: 46. Totel processed to date: 6100,

UNITS IDENTIFIED:

4 -1 Bn, 304 PGR, 2 Pz Div
2 =2 Bn, 304 PGR, 2 Pz Div
8 - 38 Pz 8ig Bn, 2 Pz Div
2l = 1 Bn 164 Inf Regt, 62 Volks Gren Div
2 = Div Fus Co, 18 Volks Gren Div
9 - AT Bn 1818, 18 Volks Gren Div (2 Co)
1l -2 Co, 116 Pz Ren Bn, 116 Pz Div
4 « 5 Btry, 2 Bn, 401 GHQ Arty Brig
PW STATEMENTS

Pli's of 304 PGR state that only Hvy Plat is transported in*H/T's; Rest
of each Co has bicycles,

Mission of 1 Bn, 164 Inf Regt, 62 Div was to capture and hold the bridge
at STEINBRUECK until arrival of 2 Bn., Each Bn has 8 HMG's, 4 Lt Hows, and
66 AG's, Assault Guns stated to be attached from Pz Div GROSSDEUTSCHLAND.

CO 62 Vé Div - Col KITTEL
. CO 164 Regt - Lt Col HILDNER

Div Pys Co, 18 VG Div: Co is stated to be the elite of the Div and is’
used only for special purposes. Strength - 200 (60% are under 18 Yrs of age).
Co had 4 Tks attached., Wpns in Co: submachine guns, grenade launchers, .

CG 18 VG Div « Gen HOFFMAN

Div CP - PRUEN
PW stated that there was a V-1 launching site at top of high wooded hill
near BICHEL. (Hill is highest one there.)

2 Co, AT Bn 1818, 18 VG Div oconsisted of 14 Tks (75um Guns), 2 Tks
destroyed this AM. Others scattered in woods 5 of PRUMERBERG.
CO =« 1st Lt PAGENEERG

2 Co, 116 Pz Ren Bn, 116 Pz Div: Ron Bn consists of 2 Cos, Unit has

8 AG's and 15 Panther Tks attached. During 4 dau drive, Bn had suffered
about 10-15% cmsualties. PW states there is enough gasoline and Ammo,
Unit was promised air support but PW had not seen & single plane in 4 deys,
Markings of planes were supposed to be yellow "snakes".

Div Cmdr - Graf von WALDENBURG

Bn CO - Maj STEFAN
Pliglains: that there is a V-l launching site in a forest Vic ADENAU,
Prisoner thiought 2 Pz Div was to make main effort, and that objective was
LUXEWBOURG, with route of advance through main Rd UFLINGER-LUXEMBOURGy also
thought his unit was temporarily Atehd to 2 Pz Div,
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5 Btry, 2 Bn, 401 GHQ Arty Brig: Pii's were capbured 2 days ago Vie
WEISSENBACH., According to statements, Brig has § Bns. Number of Btrys
per Bn was not known, Each Btry has 4-106 Gun Hows, drawn by full tracked
_prime movers, '

ALLIED PW CAMP: According to PW statement, camp for Allied PW's is located
near BEUTHEU, Upper Silesia, Tnhere is & possibility that PW's work in the
coal minees in this area.

# % & & & ok & % & ® K ¥ ¥

Annex No. 2 to Per Rpt No. 123

Translation of. Enemy Dooument Captured KE of ST VITH

Infentry Regt 294 TOP SECRET Regtl CP 13 Dec 44
10 copies
copy

* LIGHT SIGNALS, PYROTECHNICS AND SIGNAL AMMUNITICH,
IDENTIFICATION PANELS USED OB THE WESTERN FRONT

Alarm Signal = 1 white star as advanced signal
(Army, ¥avy, and Airforce) - 6 red stars.
Out of the way « Double or single star white and red
several times in rapid succession.
We are here « Single star white.
Advance f'ire = Single star green,
Concentrated barrage -~ Single star red,
Tank warning = Violet smoke ocartridge.
Request for marking owm
front lines = 2 red stars with dark red trail,
Recognition of own troops
by pleanes -
Front line ' Orange smoke signal,
Own troops Swastika flag,
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G=2 PERIODIC REPORT

: T i FROM: 192400 Dec 44

sAUTH: C©G, 7 AD; TO : 202400 Dec 44
t INIT: UNIT: 7th ARMD DIV
+DATE: zn.—m APO 257

US ARMY
No, 124

MAPS: No Change.

1. ES‘EHY SITUATIQ}I AT END OF PERIOD .
Front Lines: Beginning vie PUTTEAU 7791, the front line

fm W t runs generally as follows: 773917 - 790914 - B00900, - 830900 -
840897 = 852902 - 857900 ‘- 867888 - 872887 - 874877 - 863864,

be Units In Contact: See Annex No, 2, IPW Report for a summary of
identifications made through PW's taken during period, Briefly stated,
elements of the following divisions were identified: 1 S8 Pz Div, GROSS=-
DEUTSCHLAND Div, 18 VG Div, and 560 VG Div. '

2 BHEII‘I QPERATIONE DURING PERIOD

General Summary: En Con%d his tggroniw action in vie NDR
nmrs ” 8489, & WALLERODE 9089 making several Atks towards
ST VITH 8588 during the day employing Inf' supported by Tks, and Tks without
Inf. All Atks were successfully repulsed., /An En Tk Atk coming S from
RECHT 7994 toward PUTTEAU was repulsed at 1130/During afternoon En
activity 4“ Rptd in this same viec at 77739202,

the § flank, GOUVY 7177 was Atkd by En Inf supported by mrta.r

and some Arty fire at 1200. Hvy fighting was in progress throughout. the’
afternoon until about 1740 when the Atk was repulsed., Hvy casualties
were inflicted on the En during this engagement, At 1300 an En Ptrl
attempted to enter CHERAM 6677 but was driven off, A more determined
effort using stronger forces of Inf was made at 1715. This atk was
also repelled., Further to the W, German Tks and Inf were able to
infiltrate into and hold SAMREE 5081, According to PW the En now has
2 Bns of Inf supported by Arty and Tys in this town.

bs %-ntionn of Component Elements:

= AP Tire from vic NDR EMMELS at 1540,

(2) Armor - Enemy armor or movement of armor was general through-
out the sector, The following Tk locations and Mvmts were noted: Tk
activity 866861 & 879900; Tk Asmbly area 88548600 at 0700, Tks in large
Noe moving in NRD EMMELS at 0750, En Clm Inol Tys at 822850 at 0840,
Hvy Tk Mvmt WALLERODE at 0850, 20 En Tks 881903 at 1000, 14 En Tks
heard vic 8789 at 0800; ¥k V or VI went into woods 887907 at 0920; 5 Tks
moving along Rd at 778924 at 1025, En Tk Clm moving § along Rd 846915 -
846905 at 1045, 18 Tks Rptd at 87749007 at 1045, En Tys at 838880 at
1156, Armd Mvmt Obsd moving W on Rd 878923 at 11556, Tk at 778920 at
1260, Armor going into position WALLERODE at 2208,

(3) Arty = Intemgittent Arty fire during period in PUTTEAU
area. 6 Rds Arty fire vic LAROCEE 4678 at 1045,and at 1200 this town
Recd fairly Hvy Arty fire. Hvy Arty Fire falling at 520820 at 1620,

3 Rds 88mm fell at RODT 8188 at 1630. 75mm and Hvy mortar fire fell at
846897 at 1725, %
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(4) Inf - Inf unite Contd to play a dominent role at all
points of contact, especially at GOUVY & CHERAM. Inf Rptd at following
locations: DUG-IN INF vic 849909 at 0905. Est Approx 1 Co INF at 878885,
Inf 842904 at 0807. ENTRENCHED INF AT 85539080, 842904, & 865887,

80 En Inf at 778921 at 1425, 1 Plat Inf dug in at 77119219, Bn of Inf
at 77749266 at 1710, En Inf Ptrls Obsd vie 770920, Inf Ptrl moving 8
at 845902 at 2140, Inf in Atk Pysns vic 885887 at 2208,

(5) Engr - En Rd Blk manned by entrenched Inf at 518819,

(6) Miscellaneous - Hvy En Veh Mvmt & Tks from MEDELL 8892 to
BORN 8593 was Rptd during day, Unconfirmed Rpt of 100 En located in
MONT LE BAN 6478 this AM & 30-40 En Tks and Arty vic WANNE 7197 & 7398
at 1540,

8. MISCELLANEOUS

a. En Casualties:
ke ) s - 32, Total to date - 8132,
Ez) Est En dead - 360,

(3) Est En wounded - 275,
(4) Veh casualties = 14 Tks & 11 other Vehs destroyed.
(5) wWpns - 1 Arty Pc known to have been destroyed.
bs Action of En forces on our 8 flank during the day confimed the

information given in a Captd March Order from 1130 Inf Regt, 560 Iaf Div,
dtd 191400 Dec 44 which gave the Regtl Rte of Adv as follows; DINSFELD
7970 - ULFINGEN 7570 - CHERAM 6677 - ODEIGNE 5086 - PREINBUX 5186,
Document also listed CP of 560 Inf Div end 20 Tks at SASSEL 755685,

4., ENEMY CAPABILITIES

En is ceapable of continuing his general offensive. The result of
his offensive in the Div zone may be an Atk from the NE, SE, or 8 or
any combination of these three to eliminate the salient now held by our
units. To make this Atk the En can use uncosmitted elements of units
already in contact together with such other reserves believed to be in
this area, namely: 11 Pz Div and 328 Inf Div, which as yet remain
unlocated,

/l / Murray
MURRAY
G=2
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Annex No, 1 to Per Rpt No. 124
TRANSLATION OF CAPTURED GERMAN DOCUMENT
The original dooument was taken from & captured Staff Car of a German
Mg jor, Finance Officer, 58 Pz Corps, at DIEFELD 7678 on 2023500 Dec 1944,
If the following document is true, and there seems no logical reason to

believe it otherwise, it would indicete & resurgence of strength unequalled
since the breakthrough in Normandy,

Division Gel CP 19 Dec, 19544
116th Panger Diviesion

Subject: Ration Sgrength e



To the
COMMANDING GENERAL 58th PZ. CORPS
Rations

The ration strength of the Division as of 15 Dec., 1944 iss

Cfficers 403 Horses: 251
Civilian Employees 46
N.C.0.'s 3,084 Rations Grade Ia 100
Enlisted YMen 15,440 I 21
Volunteers (Bastern) 217 1l 119
17,140 I1I 11
BT
Broken Down - Rations Grade I 14,651
II "500
III 1,988
710
Certified as to Correctness
(signature illegible)
Headquarters Corporal Signed Dr. Palck
Annex No, 2 to Per Rpt No. 124
CONSOLIDATED IPW REPORT
(Period 192400-202400 Dec 1944)
l. PA's taken to date 8100
Pi's taken during period 32
TOTAL [:3%.13
2. Units Identified: : No. PW's Location
Tth Co, lst 88 PGR, lst SS Pz Div 1 Viec PUTTEAU
Div Sig Co, GROSS=-DEUTSCHLAND Div < " NDR EMMELS
- Div Fus Co, 18th VG Div T .. = "
Div Hq, 560th Div 2 " GOUVY
Hq Co, 1129th Regt, 560th Div T " CHERAM
Hq Co, 1130th Regt, 560th Div 1 " GouvY
last Co, " . - " 12 . "
2d Co, it L] 1 n 2 ] L]
3d Co, " " " " 5 n L
‘th ca‘ " " L " 1 " ”
14th Co, “- - v . 2 " »
32

3« W Statements:

Tth Co, 1st 88 PR = PW states his Co was leading Co of leading Bn
in Atk., Wission was to seize PUTTEAU (775975) and secure roads leading
from town. Some personnel were carried on Mk III Tks (50mm AT Gun) of which

the Co had 5 Atchd. Co had strength of Approx 125 men, PW was taken in
~35=




PUTTEAU, Locations as given for some time past were:
15 Sept HALDSCHMIDT vic SIEGEN
15 Qct SCHWERFEN vic EUSKIRCHEN
15 Nov SUEDHALRAERN vic WALDORF

Div Sig Co, GROSS-D Div PW's state that they had mission to lay
wire to pointe thougnt to be occupied, Mission of the Task Force of GD
Div was to teke NIEDEREMMELS (8491), but was repulsed by our Tks. The
second regiment of the Div is stated to be a Fusilier Regt. Pil's do not
believe that this Regt is in immediate area, PW's claim that there are
no organic Arty, AT, or AA units in the Div, but that all these are Atochd,
One PW mentioned an orgenic Panzer unit, one regiment of which was supposed
%o support the Atk this morning, but never showed up. It was reported to
have 12 Tks of various types, and possibly 5 AG's. Div CP in woods at
8968, /S and G-3 office in BORN 8508. (G is Col. Gen. v. MANTEUFFEL.
GO of one of the Regts is Lt Col v. WERTHEIM. Repl unit of this Div is
in GOTTBUS, 8 of Berlin, ’ _

Div Fus Co, 18th VG Div PW states his Co contains Slovenes and
Yugoslavs who would like o desert. PW was told that Allied propaganda
leaflets contained nemes of deserters, which may deter others attempting
to desert for fear of reprisals against their families.

Hg Co, 580th VG Div Pi's (One Off and one EM). Ulessage
found on officer daced 141900 Dec, URGENT, to 1130th Inf Regt. "1130th
Regt will march BINSFELD-ULFINGEN-NDR BESTLINGEN-GOUVY-CHERAM~-MONTELBAN=
ODEIGNE-FREZEL." (signed) NETTELBECK, Asst Ge3. This message was to be
delivered by the officer in person, No similar messages were sent to the
1128th or 1129th Regts, PW's believe that it rescinded a previous march
_order. No time was mentioneds Pi's did not know when the Regt was %o
take up the march. PW's followed the route set in the message but could
not find the Regt. Officer claims that the Div Hq radio truck hit a mine,
end that there was no telephonic communication with the 1130th, He states
that this message will not be transmitted to the regiment by other means,
Believes Regt had already left on itz original route of march; thinks this
is reason he could not find it,

Hq Co, 1128th Regt PW hed mission of guiding horse-drawn
ambulance to MONT LL ﬁ%ﬂ'to establish Med Coll Pt; was taken in CHERAM,
Pii's bicyecle was marked with Red Cross, but he was armed with rifle,

1st, 24, 34, 4th Cos, 1130th VGR, 560th Div PWi's were all taken
vioc GOUVY. This Dn was the forward element ol the Atk which started
South of LUXEMBOURG, and suffered heavy losses on the first day. 2d Co
began the Atk with 85 men, and - at the latest - has a strength of 12,
Most casualties were caused by mortars, The lst Sgt of the lst Co estimaiss
the strength of the entire Bn as about 30 men. Other estimates run from
. 40-70, The Pi's have deliberately been kept in ignorance of adjacent and
higher unite, and ultimate objectives. Supply had not caught up with the
troops, They received no food for four days, but captured American rations
in bunkers. The semi-automatic rifle, a copy of the American M-1, seemed

to be in fairly frequent use, at least in the lst Co. Weapons of the 4th
Co are said to have been 4 or 5 8lmm mortars, and 4 or § HMG's. From the
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original strength of 120, a group of 60 men were withdrawn for separate
employment as an assault unit,

14th Co, 1130th hﬁ,( formerly called 10th Co) has no AT Guns,
The weapons are and Pangerfausts. At the beginning of the
Atk, the lst Plat went to the lst Bn, the 2d Pyat to the 2d Bn, and
the third split up, mission unknown,

Personalities: Div CO Col LANGHAUSER (formerly CO, 1130th)
€0, 1130th Lt Col SCHUMANE
1st Bn CO Capt Pfeffer

0B COMMENT

The presence of at least part of the famous GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND Division
on this front is the first instance of its employment in the West., As late
as November & reliable source placed it in the East. Its presence here is
supported by Signal Co PW's, and statements of PW's from the 1130th Regt,
who had been told that they would be supported by this Div.

Further new units reported were the Pz LEHR Div whose 902d Regt
yielded prisoners directly East of BASTOGNE, and the 1llth Pz Div, as
yet unocontacted but reported in the rear of the 560th Div,

A late arrival, "stop press", document places the strength of the
116th Pz Div on 15 Dec at the astounding figure of 17,140. Assocliated
documente dated 14 Dec, found in the effects of an Oberstabzahlmeister
¥ajor Fynanoe Dept) indicate that the LVIII Corps (Pz) controls both the
116th Pz Div and the 40lst Volks Arty Corps Mtz. Another note, this one
dated 15 Dec shows MANTEUFFEL as commander of the Fif'th Panzer Army,
distributing largess to men who have been on front line duty. This
document coupled with the appearance of M nteuffel's signature on the
original order for the offensive could well indicate the presence of the
Pifth Panzer Army on thies front,

. OB TEAM #32



G-2 PERIODIC REPORT

. TORY FROM: 202400 Dec 44
sAUTH: ©G, 7 AD: TO : 212400 Dec 44
s INIT: ' - UFIT: Tth ARMD DIV
1DATE: 21 Dec 44; APO 257
US ARMY
’o. 125

HAPS: No Ohl-ngl ®

1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD

a, Front Lines: Lines remain unchanged in the N and E to ST
nm"‘sasm has susceeded in penetrating to ST VITH from due E and
to the § of the town has reached a general line 869843 - 856837 - 838823 -
846765. - 760746, West therefrom, friendly troops are in control of
GOUVY 7278, CHERAM 6677, and CR at 5785; situation in rear areas is too
fluid and obscure to determine a line. :

b, Defensive Orgenization: Strong point consisting of AT Guns, 1 US
¥ed Tk, and Inl enoountered at 497839; Rd Blks were encountered at 799742
and to N & B of SAMREE 50891. .

¢. Units In Contact: Elements of 18 VG Div, 1 88 Pz Div, GROSSDEUTSCHLAND
Di.v,'?wm Div (For identifications, see IPW Rpt, Annex
No, 1 .

de Artillery: Concentration of En's Arty to the E seems to be in
the Vie ?ﬂﬁom 8789, Unconfirmed Rpts place HD 76mm Pes on the
high ground to the § of GOUVY 7278. Some Arty was emplaced to the SE of
CR at 5785, Arty was active deep inm the rear areas to the § flank,
lost of the Arty in the entire area was 75mm and 88wm; some 105mm and 150mm
was recorded. Some NEBRLWERFER fire was reported to the B,

e, Reserves and Other Forces Capable of Intervention: HNo Known Change.

- 2. ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PRRIOD

A, General + ‘En was relatively quiet during peried before
dawn - thers g recorded only Mvmts behind the lines, patrolling,
infiltration, and 8/A fire. Pressure was resumed during the morning,
however, and maintained throughout the remainder of the period. Atks
were launched during the day as follows: 10 Tke plus Inf viec NIEDENGEN
867849 at 0720; strong Inf vic 881883 and 881887 at 1225; Inf with Tk
support E ST VITH 8588 at 1310; Tis and Inf with Arty preparation SB
WALLERODE 8789; 5 Tks and Inf vie 839921 at 1510; Tks with Inf viec
872885 at 1660; Tks and Inf vic 838818 at 1715, and I,f vic 819899 at
1780; Inf on CR 5786 at 1815; Inf and Tys vic 868862 at 1915; Inf plus
Armd Vghs on CHERAM 6677 at 1800; Inf vie 778917 at 2000, Numerous other
"pressure points" were active throughout peried. Mpst of the Atks were
preceeded by noticeable Mvmts of the Trps involved, and most of them
were repulsed without loss of ground., However, enemy froces were able
to penetrate our lines as indicated in par 1. a., In addition, En Cmbt
Ptrls were active throughout the day, ambushing Vehs and sniping at
traffic, Several Vghs were lost to these strong points, Hvy limts of
Vehs, partoularly in the RECHT (7994), NDR EMMELS (8490), and the OBR
EMMELS (8290) areas were noted,
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bs Operation of Component Elements:

: (1) Armer - Tke were involved in every action on the E front
today. Numbers veried with the intemsity of the particular Atk con-
cerned, ranging from 3 to 10, Mwmt of Armd Vehs in larger numbers
wag noted behind the En lines on several occasions. Armd Vghs were
also active on the § flank, not particularly in aggressive operations,
but in Mwvmt generally to the W.

(2) Arty - Arty was much more sotive during the period ihoa
previously noted during the operation. Nebelwerfer fire was also noted
on the B fromt, MHvy Concs of Arty fire Were noted for the first time -
this en the B front. Otherwise in the area, the Arty was in the form
of harrassing fire, snd genmerally of lesser calibers. XNych direct fire
of high velocity Wpne was employed, Some counterbattery fire (105mm)
was received by our Arty in vic 795875,

(3) Engrs - Bridge blown at 385875 last night.

(4) Inf - Inf was predominant in all of the Atks listed in
par 2, 8., sabove. Inf forces were used recklessly and always in strength.
Infiltretion of Inf was apparent all over the areajlmbt Ptrls were active
on the main Rqe in the area to the E behind our own lines. Conecs of Inf
were aoted at numerous points deep behind our lines, Confimming Rpts
that at least & part of the Inf has been motorized. Inf ocoupied the
high ground to the N of PUTTEAU 7791 in some strength.

: (5) Air - 1 En plsne, identified as JU 52 (unconfirmed) flew
into area at 2300 and left at 2304, K, drop was observed,

3. MISCELLANEOUS
Be Casualties:
73 s ay - 15, Pii's to date - 8147,
(2) XNo estimete on En killed and wounded.
(3) 4 Tks known KO'd, ’

b. Supply and Egquipment: En ie vitally interested in capture of
our 'é'quipunf, and % put much of it to use against us. Several Vehs
destroyed by our fire today bore original merkings of the units of the
US Army from which they came. EHscapees state that En was careful to have
them remove Vehs from immediate points of danger and conceal thems From
higher Hgs interrogation of an 88 FW, it was luarned that Cermans using
Ameriocan uniforms and using US Vehs would identify themselves as followss

(1) TWear PINK or BLUE scarf, .

(2) Overcoat or blouse would be opened
OR: One button on top opened.

(8) Vehicles would have letters "C" or "D"
painted on left side of hood.

(4) Tanks also would be marked with "C" or "D".
(6) Germans in Americen uniforms would idenuify
- themselves to another German by kmocking

twice on their helmet.

6. E 's Probable Knowledge of OQur Situstion:; En has captured a
number ol our 0'S S of the co'mand. GJeveral Vghs have also been
captured, snd each hes been thoroughly rifled. It is almost certain that
there were documents teken thet contained information as to the OB of the

Div, and in all provabili '
B3, e, Ghsoesions of som of au The, Fars of s
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de. Other Intelli

3 map (s tlk.n from tho body of a dead German soldier
identified as of the Div Fus Co, 560 VG Div, driving an American 2j-Ton
Trk (from 28 Div Arty) loaded with German ammo snd fuel, KO'd in REGNE
612858, showed the following route plainly and prominently marked:
SOMERAIN 6375 - TAVERNEUX 6174 - N 15 to CNAMPHA 5988 - BELLE HAIE 5687 -
MANHAY 5490 - GRANDMENIL 5280 - ESTIRE 4590 - HEYD 459€ - DURBUY 3897,
En soldier who escaped from the Trk and was later ceptured, stated they
were taking supplies to their unit.

(2) An escapee who was captured by an m ambugh party today
stated that the En was so uniformed with camouflage suits that it was
almost impossible to see them even at the shortest distance. He stated
that he and the Off passenger with him were actually between members of
the ambush on either side of the Rd and even then did not detect them.

4. ENEMY CAPABILITIES - No Chenge.
/s/ Burrey
LURRAY
G2
¥ % * % ¥ £ % ¥ £ § £ ¥ * ® ¥ ¥ ¥ »

Annex No. 1 to Per Rpt ¥o., 125
CONSOLIDATED IPW REPORT

21 Dec 1944
1. Pi'e taken to date - 6132
PA's taken during peried 15
2, Units Identified Where Taken No. Pi's '
1st 85 PGR, lst 88 Pz Div POTBAU (7791)

24 8S Pz Engr Bun, 2d 85 Pz Div gouvy (7278)
1st Co, lst Bn, Pz Regt GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND (824894)
5th Co, 1120th VGR, &m V6 Div CHERAM (8677)
7& co " " "

Div Fus Co (1500). ’ . REGNE (61886)
Regtl HQ Co, 1130th VGR, 560th Div GOUVY (7373)
Hq Co, 1st Bn, 1130th VOR, 560th Div
2d Co, 1150th VOR, %Oth Ve Div

34 Co, " »

1‘“ co " " " o "

14th Co, 1128th m, " N
Hq Co, 24 Bn, 1130th VGR, 560th Div

b e et et et DO B et e DO P

23 2 8 a2
% 5 2 & 3

3¢’ PH's Statements:

6th Co, 18t 88 Pz Gr , 8% 88 Pz Div PW was wounded, Reported
original Co strength of 120 men whioch was now down to 16. States entire :
2d Bn in immediate area with 3 line Cos and 8th Co with 4 Aslt Guns and some
mortars. Bn also supported by 12 Aslt Guns from other units,
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2d 88 Pz Engr Bn, 2d 83 Pz Div P stated he joined unit in
PRUEM, Last saw them &G LUTZKAMP (855730) yesterday. He was dispatohed
on & mission of securing quarters for Div at ISTSRPIGNY (6878). States
Div consists of 2 Inf Regts with 3 Armd Inf Bns each, plus a Regt of
approx 100 Tks of Mk IV, V, and VI's, Was with Adv Sec of Engra. Has
every resson to believe that Div is behind him on same route, :

Gth and Tth Cos, 1129th VGR, 560th VG Div Mi'g saw Tks and Armd
Vehs in CAVNEE yesterday, but they were not there today, BRelieves one
Hvy Arty Fe of unknown Cal in Fosn E of SAMREE.

l4th Co, 1129th VGR, 560th VG Div PN states Co consists of 3 Off
and over 100 wen with 5 EF Tomm AT Guas, numerous basookes, &nd Faustpatronen
(fist grenades). Believes Co stopped ite advance on 19 Deec, § of ﬁﬁ;?
and i8s retreating slightly to the 8.

Hq Co 1130th Regt, & Hq Co, 2d Bn, 1130th Regt, 560th Y6 Div Pi's
gtate That Lhe customary Hvy Wpns 08 of the Hegb Lave B-dlmm moruars, and
an unspecified number of Hvy MG's. 1 Bazooka Piat is attached to ‘hhﬂ Regte
Div was too far to the rear to support the Regt in the action at GOUVY.

(Unit prisoners not included in above summary hed)
(no informetion of tactical value.

0B COMMENTS :

The further identification of the GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND Div cannot be
amplified at this time until a more complete report is available., However,
the 1dontifiea.tion skould remove remeining doubt as %o the presence of the
division,

Tdentifiocation of the 24 88 Pz Div removees this unit from the list
of immediete reserves. The curious factor is its location, in view of
info recently received from Higher lgs giving the Southern Bdy of the
gixth Pz Army running approx from (8796) to (0883). Based on & slightly
lower strength estimate of recent date by Higher Hqs, the strength of thin
unit might now be put at 8,000-10,000 men and 125 Tks and AG's,

: Heserves not yet committed and immediately available in this sector
would include the 11 Pz Div, reported in the rear of the 560th Div; 9 S8 Pz
Div, last placed SBE BLSDORP; 326 VG Div, whose probablé location is to the
rear of 18 VG Div; 10 88 Pz Div, indicated by Higher Hgs in vic F3062,

- Due to the comparatively smell distances involved, and the excellent
mesh of road and rail communications existing West of the Rhine, all
uncommitted unite in the West must be taken into account, These Divs are
herewith presented: :

6 85 Mtn Div 3 P Gr Div 710 Inf Div 2 Wtn Div
21 Pz Div 15 Pz Gr Div 2 Pars Div
P Pz Div 49 Inf Div 7 Para Div
6 Pz Div 59 Inf Div 8 Para Div
OB TEAM #32
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HOTE: Due to the fluid situation which faced the 7th Armored Division
on 22 December and 23 December, as it consolidated its positions
and then successfully accomplished the "IMPOSSIBLE" - a daylight
withdrawal in the face of enemy forces superior in numbers and
gstrength - no complete distribution was made of the G-2 Reports
for those two days. Presumably only one copy of each G-2 Report
wag prepared, for the master copies on file in Washington, DC, with

 the AGO, War Department Record Branch, Historical Reocords Sgotionm,
are one-page editions, pertially typed, snd filled in with other
information by pen-end-ink in the handwriting of either the Division
G=2, Lt Col Murray, or of one of the Assistants in the G-2 Sectionm.

DPB
G-2 PERIODIC REPORT
: SECRET t FROM: 212400 Dec 44
:AUTH: CG, 7 AD: TO : 222400 Dec 44
t INIT: t UNIT: T7th ARMD DIV
:DATE: 2% Dec 44: APO 257
: US ARMY

Ho. 126
¥APS: No Change.

1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD
B, Front Lines: Once agusin the situation is so fluid that
at the end of the period it is impossible to tie down the exact front
ocoupied by the emmy or by ourselves., The line on the N flank: as far
E as PUTTEAU 7791; further to the SE, the line generally runs from
779901 to BO7870, & to 810854 (W of KROMBACH), B to NEUBRUCK, esnd SW %o
GRUFFLINGEN 8281, both inel for our Trps., On the 5 flank: Our Typs
still control the towns of GOUVY 7177 end CHERAM 6677 and, generally
speaking, intermediate points between. ' |
be Defensive Ipstallations: Ag far ss it is known the En has not
restricted himsell to the static posn of defense anywhere in the zone,
His aggressive nature precludes such for the time being,
¢. Units In Contact:
iy en cations during period:
3 Bn, 20 PGR, 9 BS Pz Div 785914
Engr Bn, . 88 Pz Div 779918
Asslt Bugr Co, GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND Brig viec RODT 8188
3 Co, Inf Regt, " " p vic ST VITH 8588
1 Co, 928 GHQ Inf Bn RODT 8188
d. Art? En continued the use of his SP Guns and Tys as his support
fire for Atking forces,

o, S}Ing]% end Evacustion Establishments: Civ Rpt TROIS VIERGES 7670
«is a supply or orees.

2. ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD
a, General Summary: En contd his relentless pressure on the NE, E, and

SE front during the entire period, though his pressure again was 1
during the hours midnight t.g' noon than in the nt:r part of the po_:::d.
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Clm Mvmts were still in progress on the § flank, generally moving to the
W. En Inf began infiltrating into RODT 8188 at 0400. An Inf Atk from
rear on Arty Posme at 780916 at 0925, and at 1080 En Inf were closing in
on RODT. An En Atk slong Hwy 26 from ST VITH to 834847 was rptd at 1055,
Seven En Tks and Inf were in RODT ot 1055, and a large Conc of Bn forces
in ST VITH at 1125. Rd ocut at 800898 at 1135, Strong En forces and MG
fire at 775924 at 1250. Two En Tys rptd in JOUBIEVAL 654862 at 1430,

An Egt Co Inf entered GOUVY from S at 1340, Trps at KROMBACH were
receiving direct and 8/A fire from flanks. GOUVY rptd clear of En at
1525, En Clm at 712765 at 1605 and an unconfirmed rpt of 30 Lt Armd Vehs
moving on JOUBIEVAL 6588 from S was recd at 1600. Clm of 50 En Vehs obsd
moving fr LIMERLE 706748 toward GOUVY at 1632, and at 16556 En Veh Clm
attempted to enter GOUVY from the § but was dispersed by Arty fire. Lgrge
Zn Atk reptd to be forming at 832846 and 828846 at 1840, En Inf and Tk Atk
along RR tracks at 832864 at 1847. En forces were massing at RODT at 1832,
and an Inf-Tk Atk fr E to W at 819867 at 2016, Our forces were forced out
of THOMMEN 8181 at 2010. At 2140 Inf-Tk Atk on KROMBACH supported by
AG's and at 2315 En forces controlled the town., An En Tk Atk supported
by Armd Inf at 773918 at 2215, Inf rode Tys and oarried bazookas, Ptrl
of 3 En Tks with Inf support was in PUTTEAU at 2330 where hvy fighting
continues,

b. erations of nt Elements:
x %Ei AT = AT ﬂ%ll n% BOUDOL at 16885; Inf besooka Tms rptd at

PUTTEAU,

(2) Armor - 16 En Tke vic 808897 at 1050; Tks supported by Inf
at 774914 at 1145; undetermined no Tke in RODT st 1250; 2 Tks 1425;

3 En Tks E of GRUFFLINGEN 8281 at 1425; 1 Mk VI at 811822 at 1535; Hvy
Tks moved to 823862, turned around, and drove E at 2330,

: Orficers and men who today fought their wny back through En
lines from vie ST VITH rpt seeing a Tk Park of 35 Mk VI's vic KiUR EMUELS
8390,

(3) Arty - Arty fire on vic 6890 during early AM fr Posns rptd
in vie ENHAL 7198; Arty fire on vic 676852 at 0405; THOMMEN 8181 under

(4¢) Inf - Inf units with and without Tk support contd their
aggressiveness in all sectors. Fpllowing locations reptd: Co Inf
in woods fr 7790 to 7789; Egt Ban Inf digging in 500 yds E of 576852;
at 0406. 200 Inf rptd assembling in woods between 80808900 and 809900
at 0830; Inf in woods 820957 end 823900 at 0850; Bn Armd Inf rptd moving
on Rd W ST VITH toward RODT et 0850; Inf and MG's at 776922 at 0925;
snipers at 738903 and 727891 at 1015. Est Bn Inf in RODT at 1250; 26-man
Pbrl at 845855 at 1566; 6-men Ptrl on high ground vie 707930 during
afternoon. En Ptrl with bazookas infiltrated vic 773913 at 2210.

(5) Misocellaneous - Blue flares, and green and white combinations
on E front at 0300. 4 Vehs and personnel around house et 782929 at 1330;
house used for En Assmbly Areea at 783927 set on fire by our Arty; at 1930,
hvy S/A fire vic 7091; strong En Ptrl activity vio GRUFFLINGEN at 1832,
Civ Rpte: 200 En Inf, 2 Tks, and Arty at 600-838 at 1055; Gergens with
US armor at RENGLEZ 6775 intend to move today or tomorrow,

8. WMISCELLANEOUS

8. Cqasualties: . :
%;; N%. - 6, Total PW's to date - 8153,

(2) Est En dead during peried - 175.
Est En wounded during perioed - 250,

4. ENEMY CAPABILITIES - No Change. .. /s/ Wurray



NOTE: See Note, G-2 Per Rpt No. 126, 22 Dec 1044.
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G-~2 PERIODIC REPORT

1 SECRET 1 VROM: 222400 Dec 44
tAUTH: CG, 7 LD: T0 : 232400 Dec 44
+INIT: - : UNIT: 7th ARMD DIV

+DATE: Zmn _ APD 257

: US ARMY

No. 127
HAPE: No Change.

1. EHEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD
6, Enemy Front Lines:
= TI) Vo physical contact at end of peried,

(2) Pront lines on Corps front as best as can be determined frm
latest available information; Just ¥ RECHT 8092 to STAVELOT 7201 - TROIS
PONTS 6998 - SALK RIVER 8 to SALMCHATEAU 6987 - Hwy N28 W to RECNE €185 -
thence to point just N CR at 5785, W of this point the situation is too
fluid to determine a definite line,

b, Units In Contact:
= TI)J Vo physical contact,

'(2) To XVIII Corps (Abn) front may be added 9 S8 Pz Div (identified
today in vie PUTTEAU 7781), running the total strength on the front te
approx 83,000 and 500 Tks, discounting ourrent losses suffered by the
enemy's formations,

c, Artille

= Iﬁeﬁ' lesser caliber (75:: end 88mm), and mostly in the form
of SP AG's and Tk Wpns, the En has had substantial Arty support for the
Opns to date., The En certainly has with his Divs their organie Arty, 'though
it has not been brought seriously into play yet. Given time enough to
displane his Arty (much of which is horse-drawn) forward to catch up with
his Pz thrusts, the En's Arty fire should be greater than at any time the
Div has been operating against the En., With the Obsn of the volume and
variety of Ack-Ack thrown up at friendly aireraft today, and keeping in
mind that most of his AA Wpns are dual-purpose, the additional support
fire from these by the En is more m%:%.ﬁi{uh

2. ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD
&, General 8 + Pressure was mainteined by the En throughout

the Feﬁamr%:%t was broken — primarily with the characteristic
Tk-Inf forces he has been using throughout the Opn. Hvy fighting was rptd
in PUTTEAU 7790 at 0200, Just before and a dawn, parachutists were
dropped at two points along the SALM Rivers just N of VIELSALM 7089 and
E of SALMCHATEAU 6987,

‘Pressure was maintained along the entire Div front until contact

with the En was broken: At 0200 hvy fighting in PUTTEAU, with Tk activity
=104~



to the N of the town, was rptd; around 0600, activity increased, although
no Atk by armor developed. A dismtd Atk was launched on PUTTEAU at 1060,
but it was repulsed.. WNo further incident was rptd in this sector. In
the GRUFFLINGEN 8281 - HINDERHAUSEN 7987 sector, En Armd Mvmts wers heard
in vic 803876 at 0200, followed by increased Veh Mvmts generally along
that front until 0600, when an Atk was launched against GRUFFLINGEN. Trps
were able to hold \.hei.r own against this Atk, although pressure was contd
until contact was broken. The sector to the S was the Quistest of the fronts,
there being little activity rptd during the night. No En activity of any
consequence was rptd until mid-afternoon when Tks wererptd Atking fr BEHO
7681 to ROGERY 7384. That situation, too, cleared up without serious
ircident. No action was rptd at the CR at 5785 until late morning when
En forces Atkd, cut Rd some 400 yds to N of COR, and captd 2 TD's, ko'd 1,
Action wes revere until our Trps were withdrawn fr picture. FPosn at CR
was completely overrun by En Trps.

be Operations of Component Elements: (as above for all components
not listed below)

(1) AAA - Friendly aircraft in support of our opns today drew
extremely intense AA fire, both light and hvy over virtually entire sector
to our front,

(2) Parachutists - Drops of unknown nos of parachute trps were
obgd just W of VIELSALM 7089 end E of SALMCHATEAU 6987 just before dawn,

(3) Arty = Fire of Lt end Med Wpns were placed on front line
Trps during period of contact; fire from generally S centd to fall on
Trps vic CR at 5785,

3. WISCELLANEQUS
a. En Casualties:
= rsomnel casualties - no estimate,
(2) Vehicular casualties = 4 Tks known destroyed,
: b Weather: Contd clear and cold., Poor visibility until fairly
late in morning.

c. Counter-Intelligence: Bldg in VIELSALM just vacated by Div HQ
was ToourataTy SRSTTST by TF Arty (Toum or 88mm) st 1640. No other points
in the drea were shelled. Certainly this is an indication that the German
is pgetting some help fr agent spotters. Indications of use of agents in
Civ clothes and in American uniforms have been too numerous to mention
herein; proof of such too has been widespread, thmughout area of opns.
de Other Intelligence:s
= TIJ S-men F&sn;aged in cutting comm wires at 740920 at 1430
was fired upon., The one killed member of the Ptrl was identified as of
the 9 88 Pz Div.

(2) Discovery of a dummy parachutist dropping with regulation
German chute was rptd late tonight vic WERBOMONT 5400, In the same drop,
however, were real parachutists who were captd shortly after being dropped,
Ruses by the En must not be allowed to cause relaxation of countermessures
‘against such appearances of the Germans,

-(8) PW captd by 3d Armd Div today stated that En would Atk at
dusk 23 Deo, fr vic 5785 with intention of teking MANHAY.

4, ENEMEY CAPABILITIES - No Change,

/8/ wurray
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To assist the study of the defense of the 5T. VITH area by
the 7th Armored Division during the period 17-23 Deceamber 1944, a
 8eries of maps and overlays was prepareds They included:
Map Noe 1 « "German Counter-Offensive Flan with
Allied Front on 22 December 1944" (Scales 1,/200,000)

Map No. 2 - "7th Armored Division: Situation Map,
ST. VITH Sector, 172000 December 1944" (Scale: 1/25,000)

Map Noe 3 - "7th Armored Division: Situation Map,
ST. VITH Sector, 202400 Deceanber 1944 (Scales 1/25,000)

Map Nos, 4 - "7th Armored Division: Dispositions,

202400 December 1944" (Seales 1,/100,000)
Map No, 5 - "7th Armored Division: Dispositions,
22 Decanber 1944* (Seale: 1/100,000)
Overlay
Noel = E'm: Armored Division: Situation, 20 December 1944"
Accompanies Map No, 4) '
Overlay
Noe 2 = Ez:h Armored Division: Situation, 2L December 1944"
c
Overlay
' Hoe 3 - ("?th* Armored Division: Situation, 22 December 1944"
Accompanies Map No, 5)
Overlay

No. 4 - “7th Armored Division: Dispositions - Daylight,
2:(3 Decanber 1944"
A

The origindls of these maps and overlays have been included in TAB wxw
accompanying the Recommendation of the 7th Armored Division for the
Distinguished Unit Citation, as filed with The Adjutant Ceneral on

30 June 1947 by Major General R. W. Hasbrouck, former Division Commander.
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Photostatic Copies — Maps and Overlays

Maps 2, 3, 4, and 5, with Overlays 1, 2, 3, and 4 have been
photostated with a reduced scale and are appended. Map No. 1 is
not included but may be studied by referring to the basic map from
which it was prepared (map facing page 104, First United States
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Included in the Appendix are various sﬂ&td notes and
reference material which were of sssistance in the preparation
of the Narrative After Action Report. Of particular interest
is Appendix “B" - a compilation of personal narratives of
various unit commanders of the 7th Armored Division. These
narratives were secured by Major General R, W. Hasbrouck, the
Division Commander, in an effort to obtain a more personalized
and vivid account of the actions of the Division's various com-
bat units. In certain instances the personal narratives have
been supplunmbod by selected cmbd_; interviews,



"Every man and every officer stcod the test — some by quick
thinking, some by swift improvisation, some by good planning, some
Just by sheer bravery, and some by guess and by God; but they all
came through ... then they returned to the attackees It went in
through snowdrifts and up hill-sides and through forests. It went
in down ice-bound roads on which tanks slithered and slipped; it
went in ggainst an icy wind that frose your fingers and made chile
blains on your face. Infantrymen, their wet clothes freezing on
their wet bodies, slogged their way through the snow .., while the
tanks slithered and skidded down the roads..."

$
t 517th Parachute Infantry and

s tanks of 7th Armored Divigion

¢ advance along logging road East
¢ of ST, VITH in Jamuary 1945 —

:+ B/38 and B/87 were dug in behind

& =0 a0 0 W

¢t such a road, 17-21 December 1944:




Appendix "A"

TROOP ASSIGNMENTS
7th Armored Division
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Army Group - 12th Army Group 17 December until 1330 hours,

: 20 December
2lst Army Group t 1330 hours, 20 December through
: 23 December
Army - First Ammy t 17-23 December
Corps - VIII Co t 17 Decamber until 2230 hours
. . 20 Devember ’
XVIII Airborne Corps: 2230 hours, 20 December through
t 23 December

Command of the troops within the ST, VITH salient from 17 Decazber
through 1853 hours, 22 December, actually was exercised by two individuale
acting in cooperation with each other — Maj, Gen., A. W, Jones (O of the
106th Infantry Division) and Maj. Gen. (then Brig, Gen.) R. ¥, Hasbrouck
(C0 of the 7th Armored Division),

The camsand of Gene Jones included Hg & Hq Co, 106th Divy 424th RCr;
0C-B, 9th Armd Div; and effective 19 December, the 112th RCT of the 28th
Dive The troops under the conmand of Cen. Hgsbrouck included the 7th
Armd Div, with the following attached units; &14th TD Bnsy 203d AAA AW
By 4466h Qf Trk Co; 3967th QN Trk Cop 275th Amad FA Bny 965th FA Bt (155m
How); and the 168th Engr Gmbt Bn, The last three units were VIII Carps
troops vhich were in the area when the 7th Armored arrived, and were
attached without the formality of orders from higher suthority. On the
17th of December the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion was attached
~ together with the 168th En a@'s; the 965th Field Artillery Battalion on
- the 19th of Decambar,

In addition to the sbove attached units, Headguarters and Service
Company, 8lst Engineers and the 3d Platoon, Campmy "F", 423d -nfamtry
Regiment were attached to the 7th Armored Division with the concwirence

of Gen. Jones. At 1300, 18 Deoember the l4th Cavalry Group wes attached
to the 7th Armored Division by order of the Commanding General, VIII Corps.
The Croup was completely disorganized and had lost and sbandoned a great
deal of equipment. It was therefore concentrated gt VIEISAIM. and
rearganiged into a Provisionsl Cavalry Squadron (2 Prodnomf. Troops and
@ Detachment), in which role it functioned from the late aftearmnoon of the
19th through the 23d of Decanmber.

Effective st 1853 hours, 22 December when Gen. Jones was relieved of
command of the 106th Division by the Commanding Ceneral, IVIII Airborne
Carps, all troops in the salient came under the command of Gen. Hasbrouck,
Frior to this time, orders had been received placing the 106éth Division
unéer the comand of the 7th Armored, but a8 Gen. Jones was a Major General
and Gene Hasbrouck a Brig. Oen., the two commanders did not comply with the
orders and continued to exercise their command on a basis of cooperation,
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SEVENTE ARORSD DIVISION
TRAINS FROM 1th 70 22d DRECEMBER 1944
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mmm,mw,mmxgmﬁmw
infertry snd mwmor, The attack was repelled with six emeny motoreycles
and ope armored car destroyed. An estimated Lwenby-five Cermmns were
killed and wounded. We had no losses. AL approximstely 1200 on the
40th, TASE FORCE HOGAW of the 3d Armored Division appesred on the scene.
This task force had woved from HTTON down tha East side of the OURTIER
Riyer with JOUFFALIZE sz the objective. Upon reaching rosd block 4, the
task force halted and assumed responsibility for the block. Trains per-
mdmﬂmmwdwmamm

mﬁ,mm,mm;;m mby
advance el enents & reinforced Gearman battelion., This wer a determined
&tﬁ,m&& m»mmdwnmaﬁmw
positions. (aporoxtretely Lifty men) This defense held until shout
1200, vhen a hewvy fog settlsd over the sreas The fog lifted & mpprow-
mwm by which time the Germans had infiltrsted through o
ddmmmmﬁwummﬁnm#m

Cur defenses were tightened around the Forthwast mot %M
the supply points ware locsted. BDegimning st spproximstely
miﬁmw&ﬂd@cbﬂlngtﬂer%dwn

< Sattalion,
mmmmmunqi 48th Armored Infantry Hattalion, and
danents of the 10&th end 28th Infantry Divisions,)

nmmammmmuaasufma
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im 21 December it wae lemmed that the 84th Division was mowing into
ARG end establishing defensive positions in that sres, some twalve to

of personnel or mcberiel. In addition a convay of '
vehdeles with ssmnition, rations, and gesoline together with

- _

casbat vehieles were sssenbled in the MU srea for movasent to the
on widch by this Lime was seriously in nsad of supplies. The
convoy mrived intect in the Division srea ot approximstely 1500 on
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40th Tank Battalion
48th Armored Infantry Battalion
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April 5, 1946

¥ajor Genersl R, W,
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Armored Infantry Battalion CP in ST, VITH
after its recapture by the 7th Armored Division
on 23 Jamuary 1945
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thinly over a front of same 7000 rards,
wooded., At this time our dispositions ware a8
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The abtacking force moved right in on us thwough the heavy folisze of the
forest, and there was firing on three sides of =y radic halitrack. I used

#t thelr mechine guns, and several of our vehicles were
destroyed by The attsckers were rigst on us and even sugceeded
in driving off one of cur half-tracks. The attack lasted for seversl hours,
but we finally drove them off, Our losces were quite hesvy, both in killed
snd wounded, In stiempting to evacusts the wounded to the resr, via G-,
some of our medics were fired on md killed. Following that, it wes necessm~
to eveouste in half-tracks through FOTEAD, The gromd was littered with

- enemy deads

 During this atieck, ocur resr echelon (consisting of the basttslion
administrative section, mid the remainder of the half-tracks snd vehieles)
was subjected to a etrong atteek by Infantry and tenks. Unlmown to

CC-8 had been forced to withirsw to new positions the night of the

and our rear and right flank wes exposed, The Carmens were now moving
forward through 5T. VITH snd ware sttacking the resr echelon, Brery
aveilable man, including mechanics, drivers, eooks, cleri®, and others,
were pressed into firing positions. It wes through their hercie offoris
that we ware stle to get them out with the rest of the Combst Command vhen
we were ordered to withdraw on the aftamoon of the 224, In this novement,

Un the night of 22 December we received seversl eneyy atiscks
the night. Thare wes fighting every hour of the night in som: e
line as the enay constantly sttanpted te infilirste., It was evident that
he was massing large forees for s Mll-segle stieck and the ultinste
encirelament of our positionSe.. :

eﬁmmﬁar;hzg,umtmmﬁ%m enany - maiing
a daylight withdrawal. opergtion vas facilitsted by well-slanned
artillery fires which included smoke, and was carried out without a casudty

to the Combat Comand. The eoordinstion, and precision of our
movenant cought the enemy by 8. However, he was quick to recover,
for as the Lt of troops mulled cut of PETIT-THIER, the Germen artillery

: wy
I know that the men felt that they had been slighted or overlovked when
no sward was made for cur ST, VITH stand, I think the expression made by
ammﬁm_mwcmﬁmmmmtm
ballel that we had played sn important role in the halting of the
Von Rundstest Oifensive. At the time I left Jarmany I wes under the



COMBAT COMMAND *B®

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
3lst Tank Battalion :
38th Armored Infantry Battalion



TIOOpS == bat wpn

During the period 17-23 December, more thm one-half
the major combat units of the 7th Armored Division were
attached from time-to-time to Combat Command "B", Prior to
the capture of ST. VITH by the Germans on the night of the
st /22d, the lines were held from North to Socuth by the
87th Cavalry Squadron (minus), the 3lst Tank Battalion (re-
inforced), and the 38th Armored In:rmtr} Battalion (reinforced).
During this time the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion did not
function as a combat unit manning part of the line for all
its companies had been detached and were attached to the
other three battalions. Units in the line were:

87th Cav 3ist Tks 28th AIB
P{e? c/3 - " A/38
/0/23 c/87 A/23
g;;?(-l’lat) MG Flat/MHq/23
31 A/814(-Flat) B/38
- B/33 3d Plat/F/423
A/87 B/87
MG Flat/tq/38
Prov Engrs
B/23(-Flat)
Sec/A/8L4

After midnight of the 21st/22d, when Combat Command "BN
established a new line between ST, VITH and KROMBACH, the lines
were held from North to South by TF BOYLAN and TF ERLENBUSCH,
to the right of which was added TF WEMPLE after 0800 on the 22d,
The survivors of the 2 armored infantry battalions were divided

between the two tank battalions,
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*Naiting for ihose Tigers" - TD of the
7th Armored Division, dug-in near ST, VITH,
December 1944



HEADQUARTERS
THE COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOO
at :
FORT LEAVENWORTH, KANASAS

5 April 1946

Major General R, W, Hasbrouck
Headquarters Army Cround Forces
““h’-ﬂgm' D. C,

Dear General Hasbroueck:

In response to ﬁur riquut, I am submitting a report on the actions
of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadren at ST, VITH.

17 December

On the 17th of December, at about 1200, the Squadron CP was established
at RECHT. Troop "B" was pushed to the East, and Troop "C" to the North — both
on security missions. The Squadron was placed under CC-B, and Troop "B" in turn
under direct control of the Combat Commnd. The Squadron (~) was ordered to
form a screen from the SCHOENBURG road up to the HEPPENBACH road, pushing well
out to include MEYERODE, HERRESBACH, and HEUM,

Company "F" was sent to reconnoiter and outpost the towm of MEDELL
(originally selected for the Squadron CP) but found the Germans elready in
possession., Troops "A" and "D" moved Bast to their assigned positions but
experienced considerable difficulty on the road due to retreating elements
which blocked our advance. Troop "C" was pushed North to counter a tank
threat, and occupied the high ground North of ST, VITH -- generally along the
road extending East from HUNNINGEN, "A" Troop, moving Bast, found the Cermans
in WALLERODE, and then fell back along the general line of "C" Troop.

18 Degember

At dawn on the 18th of December, the Germans attacked Troop "C", (The
strength of the attack was about 50 infantrymen, reinforeed later by more
infantry and tanks--of the Mark IV type, I believe.) At 1100, Troop "C" was
reinforced by C/31, however, the high ground at HUNNINGEN had been lost,

A co-ordinated attack by "C" Troop and a company of the 8lith TD's
regained this ground in the early aftemoon. In the meantime, Troop "D" had
moved out on a mission to join CC-A but was diverted to a divisional mission;
and "A" Troop had occupied a position Nerth of ST, VITH, contacting A/38 on the
right (Bast) and "C" Troop on the left (West) flank,

- 42 Desenber

On the 19th of December, I moved the Squadron CP from a position just
West of ST, VITH to a point about 1 kilometer Southwest of RODT (Sart-les-St. Vith)
One plateoon of Company "F" was sent on a road reconnaissance to VIELSALM, and the
report was that the only serviceable road was through KROMBACH -- as the road

from HINDERHAUSEN was only a trail and would break dowm after a few vehicles
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had passed. (This report was verified by other reconnaissance patrols I had
dispatehed)

20 Decesber

During the night of the 19th/20th, probing attacks by infantry and
tanks were driven back by artillery and small arms fire, On the af ternoon
of the 20th, A/17 came under Squadron control and was placed in position with
/31 on its right and F/87(reinforced) on its lsft at RODT. (1 shall not
diseuss the actions of "A" and "C" Troops, as they have been covered by the
report of Lt. Col, Erlenbusch on the 31st Tank Battalion,) In the Squadron
sector, generally North of RODT -~ where our left flank contacted CC-A, and
our right flank, 0/31 - we received constent limited attacks from OBER EMMELS
and NEIDER BMMELS, but all were repulsed.

21 Decesber

On the 2lst, a large Germen force of approximately 300 (as determined
by questioning Lt. Ustrum - who escaped after being captured) crossed the road
between POTZAU and RODT end moved in on the gun positions of the 275th FA Bn at
HINDERHAUSEN, about 1 mile to the rear of my OP,

It. Barnhill, with a platcon of ligt tanks, was sent to ¢lean thea
out and to protect us from an attack in the rear. This occurred abouwt dusk.
This mission was accomplished by Barnhill - aided by the valorous efforts of
the 27$th who were firing their guns at point-blank range. Howver, this
contributed t o the geeral uneasiness after 5 days of continual defensive
fighting sgainst an aggressive enemy with an overwhelming superiority in
% During the night of the 2lst, there was gonsiderable enemy armored
ac in the Area OBER and NEIDER EMMELS, with attacks by infantry and tank
teams supported by artillery; all were repulsed,

22 December

In the early morning hours elements of the 23d and 38th Armored
Infantry Battalions were reforming in the Area KROMBACH, HINDSRHAUSEN, and
RODT. Enemy activity was aggressive and suceessful in placing a road block
about 40O yards Bast of RODT on the road to 5T, VITH == between my CP and my
front line troops (who maintained thelr positions). At the same time our
West flank was threstened seriously, but one platoon, D/31, reinfarced by
one platoon, 0/23, under Capt. Stine (F/87) held their ground, We were aware

of the enemy penetration inte ST, VITH during this same period of time,

Purther information was received of the presence of Cerman wehicles
and men in ST. VITH, and at the same time a dangerous build-up of tanks and
infantry was observed on ny West and now open flank, Consequently, I mve
orders for a relocation of the Squadron CP at KROMBACH. This was dictated
for 2 reasons, namely: that the road reconnaissance had indicated the inability
of my wheeled vehicles and 1/2 trascks to withdraw through HINDERHAUSEN to
COMMANSTER, and secondly, the heavy casualties suffered by my Hq from the
enemy's observed artillery fire.

During the process of preparing to move, the Germans at tacked from
West to Zast with dismounted infantry with small arms, and clesing to a
distance not greater than 200 yards. Utilizing a small trail Southward and
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employing every available weapon, we succeeded in disengaging and moving our
fig to EROMBACH. :

Orders were received to form & new defenslve position about 1 mile
South of our present position on a line North and East of HINDERHAUSEN and
KROMBACH. The troops under ay ¢ommand were able to effect this move successfully
with one platoon of Company "F* protecting the West flank. A/17 had to fight
its way back through the previously mentioned road block Sast of RODT, moving
erogs-country and atteeking in line with marching Iire.

/17, two platoons/8lh, F/87 were deployed around HINDERHAUSEN,
protecting the Western and Northern approaches, then extending Eastward to
contaet Lt. Col, Erlanbusch (3lst). An attack by the Germans that night
penetrated the positions to the Zast by utilizing the railroad cut from
ST, VITH, end enemy infantry reached the Northern fringes of KROMBACH.

" A1l Hge were moved out except that of the 1l7th Tank Battalion, and Squadrom CP
closed at MALDINGER at O04S5. :

23 E!mi _

At dsybreak on the 23d, in accordance with instructions frem CC-B,
the withdrawal cemmenced through COMMANSTER and VIELSALM. I proceeded to
COMMANSTER ﬁ then to HINDERHAUSEN to command thecovering foares protecting
the withdrawal. ] .

The covering farce fell back on COMMANSTER and arganised a new

position to protect a delay in moving out elemsnts of the 434th FA Bn and
the tail of GC~B which was moving very slowly. Unfortunately, the CO of A/17
lost contact with a platoon of tanks and a platoon of TD's - and they had
tied on to the tail of CC-B. This mterially weakened the strength of the
rear guard. (Several tanks and one TD had been lost covering tie withdrawsl
 of TF ERLENBUSCH (3lst) and TF WEMPLE (17th) at HINDERHAUSEN,) A rather sharp

action ocourred at COMMANSTER in which we lost one medium tank and two TD's
in a matter of moonds.s. :

At last instructions were received to fall back on VIELSALM and te .
eross the SAIM River. However, at a point about 2} miles East of '
I established a m’u&du and sent
under Lt. Glorioso to:regain contact, while I
to VIELSALM where I received yowr personal instructions to hold there until
relieved,

On z reconnaisse-~+ to SALMCHATEAU on the South I found Gesmans
entering the tom where they had just disabled a vehicle with a W.
Upon return to the forward position, I found everything under soniro
functioning smoothly under the command of Maj, Cannon. One platoon of light.
tanks was sent to protect our vulnerable South flank on the road from VIELSALM
to SALMCHATEAU., The recon section fought a delaying action back to our
position, and we fired defensively with our artillery —- one econcentration of
which fell on my Hg, causing 4 casualties.

At dusk 1 withdrew to the outskirts of VIELSALM, prepared far a
"last diteh" with my forces concentrated in strength. Shortly after arrival,
and while consolidating, orders were received to withdraw, The bridge was
guarded by an Engineer Lisutenant from the 824 Abn, Div, and a detail, The
withdrawal was effected without event, and I reperted to the Bngineer officer
when the last unit had crossed and then happily followed the Squadron to JOVIGNE,
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: That, in general, covers the action ss I remember it at ST, VITH.
I am loath to recommend any partieular unit for outstanding work, All
elements that 1 observed were harrassed night and day by savage at tacks,
yet their morals, courage, and tenacity was outstanding, Our casualties
were heavy, but are a measure of the intensity of the fightingl I have
listed them in the box below:
3 t
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Of the figures MIA, many were wounded and killed, but official confimation
could not be gained at the time of the report.

Of the five Silver Stars in Hq Troop and two in Troop "E", five of
them 't;'! earned in the fighting with Division Trains (25 miles to the West,
Oor Irear).

Our service elements never imew from day to day which road was open;
we relied on the Class I and III supplies found in ST, VITH and the geneml
vieinity,

I am inclosing a letter (recommendation) from Gen. Clarke on the
actions of Troop "B". From comments of the survivers of this troop, I firuly
believe that Stewart accomplished a miracls in organization by perscnal
leadership on the ground East of ST, VITH, which enabled the command to hold

so firaly in the latter days,

This report is the best that I can do under the time elsment and with
the resources available, I hope that this will help in securing recognition
for the 7th Armored Division —- which it so rightly deserves,

Respectfully,

/s/ Vincent L. Boylan
VINCENT L. BOYLAN
Lt. Col., Bav,

Inel: Ltr fr Gen Clarke



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND ¥B*
7th Armored Division, APO 257
: U. S, Army

25 Jeguary 1945

Facts upon which to base & unit citetion for Troop "B¥, &7th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Squadron {Nechanilzed), 7th Armored Division:

At 1000 on 17 December 1944, the Commending General, Combat Command "BW,
7th Armored Division, arrived et St. Vith, Belgium, after having been told by
the Commanding General, VIII Corps, that the situation at St, Vith was serious
and that the 106th Division had been badly overrun and needed heip.

The situation st St. Vith was found to be critical. Two combat teams of
the 106th Division had besn surrounded and the other uniis had been bedly
deplated.

An effort was made to organize e force from the 7th Armored Division %o
attack sast to Schonburg, Belgium, to relieve the two surrounded combat teams.
Because of the traffiec streaming to the resar it was impossible io bring up
troops of the Division from those srriving in the Vielsalm zrea in time to
leunch guch ar attack, In middle sfternoon the enemy approached from the east
to within a few hundred yards of the town. In order to block this advance, all
remaining elements of the 106th Division were rushed tc form a road bloek to
the cast of town, The first unit of the 7th Armored Division to arrive was
the 87th Cevalry Recomneisgance Squadron (¥echaniged).. The squadron, less Troop
"B%, wag sent to Vedell to protect the left flank. ¥"B" Troop was placed in the
line on the left of the previously mentioned road block. Other troops were
added to the right end left until the defensive line extended for 10 kms on the
north and eagt of St. Vith. Troop "B* was in the center of the line dismounted.
It received the brunt of many sttacks and threw them back esach time from
17 December until the night of 2122 December when the enemy overwhelmed the
line to the east of St. Vith, breaking through iam three places and cutting off
many of the defenders.

The units ir the center of the line east of St. Vith, after they tarﬁ
overrun, were ordersd to infilter and meke their way back to behind 2 newly
established line west of St. Vith, :

"E¥ Troop went into the line on 17 December with a strength of 6 officers
and 136 enlisted men. On 23 December, after the Battle of St. Vith, this troop
had a strength of officers and A7 enlisted men, On 21 December this troep
repulsed two attacks, alome ¥1lling 200 Cermans in go doing.

The stand of the 7th Armored Division at St. Vit: is reported to have
had & tremendously beneficiel effect at that criticel time. It disrupled the
timetable of the Germen offensive and geined valusble time for the movement of
reserves to counter the Germen threst. All units of the 7th Armored Division
sequitted themselves with great distinetion during the defense of St. Vith,
but none Fore more of the brunt of the battle and accomplished more ®ith the
meens available than ¥E® Troop. The gallantry of the unit collectively and
individually was outstanding.

I recommend it for a citation for its heoric stand at St. Vith,

Bruee C. cwh
/i/I!I!U! C. CLARKE

«l38= ‘r’.‘. Gln., U. 8. W’ M'



3lst Tank Battalion, 7¢h Armored
Division «= driving on 5T, VITH =
Teady to launch an attack to capture
WALLERODE, January 1945



COMMAND and GEWWRAL STAFF SCHOOL W\
Fort lLeavenworth

23 .arech 193{:

¥aj. Cen. Robert ¥. Hasbrouck ' }\
Headquarters Army Ground Forces : \\ b
Vashington, D, €, : Tl

Dear Ceneral Fasbrouwek: P\

T roceived your letter of 14 HMsrch this pest Tuesday, and I
find it very difficult to single out a particuler unit of the Division .  \
who by its sction at ST, VITH, 17-23 December 1944, would not be worthy =\
of a "Unit Citation® in its own right. A
As you well know the units of the Division were split into ;
Task Forces. Tlements of ss many as four units, in many caszes, comprised -
a single Task Force. Yot the elements of these composite units of the
Division fought side by side without frictiom and with the utmost con-
fidence in each other. It seemed to me that every men and every officer
felt the gravity of the situation, and, disregarding his personal feelings,
was willing to do more than his part to accomplish the Division's mission.
Thus every man and every unit fought as one man and one unit, with one
coumon purpose and one common loyslty: that purpose being to stop the
German offensive, and thai loyalty being to the 7th Armored Division.

Perhaps if T recount, in more or less chromologlcal order,
the actions of the various companies and platoons under my commend ,
17-23 December 1944, you will, with similar sccounts from other commanders,
be able to plece together the events of the Bettle of ST, VITH. :

A7 Lecember:

Ihe head of CC-B'a columm, with the 31st Tk Bn leading,
arrived at PETIT-TEIER, BEIGIUN, ebout 1330, 17 December, and stopped for
refueling after & night and day march from UBACH, GERMANY. At 'this time
Gen, Clarke was in ST, VITH conferring with the CG, 106tk Division. The
head of the column moved out from FETIT-IHIER in the direction o . VITR
~about 1400. The road soon became extremely congested because of \the
continuous stream of frenzied soldiers hurrying to the "safety” of the
rear. By physically pushing relreating vehicles off the road, *2% Co of
the 31at was able to reach ST, VITH sbout 1645. In the meantime I \tad
conferred with Gen. Clarke, and had received instructions that the \ead
of our colum was to attack in the direciion of SCHONBURG to relieve" :
elements of the 106th Division. However, the time consumed in moving' the
column to ST, VITH, coupled with the fact that progress on the road the
direction of the town was practically impossible, prevented the exe« )

of this pian. “A" Co (31st) was then ordered to take up & defensivey
position on the high ground about 2000 yards Esst of ST, VITH. -1
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Lt. Dunn, the leading Flatoon Leader of "A" Co, preceded the
lead tank in & 3-ton to reconroiter for positions. About 1500 yards from
ST. VITH, upon rounding a bend in the road, Lt. Dunn spotted 800 yards to
his front: 3 German tanks and sbout 1 company of infantry moving in the
direction of ST, VITH., He turnmed his vehicle around, issued instructions
to his Platoon by radio, climbed in the first tank, and led his Platoon
to the point where he saw the enemy approaching. The German force and the
1lst Plat, "A" Co, met head-on at the bend of the road... The fight was
short and at point-blank range.

CASUALTTES: :
Eneny Friendly
3 Tks Destroyed 0
50 Killed/Wounded 0

"A® Co secured the high ground, blocked the road, and extended its position
North from the réad along the ridge. Here, using part of each tank crew as
infantry, they defended against several small attacks during the night of
17-12 December,

“B® Trp, 87th Ren Sq, which was in the aresywas contacied and
extended "A"™ Co's line through the woods. "B" Co, 23d AIB, which was the
next unit to arrive in ST. VITH (about 1730), was sent to the Southeast to
block that road and take up a defensive position on the high ground about
1500 yards Southeast of the town,

By 2400, 17 December, the 38th AIB had gone into positions on
the high ground ¥ortheast of ST. VITE with one company and augmented the
Fastern sector with a second company, The remainder of CC-B was placed in
an assembly area in the vieinity of SART-lez-ST, VITH (RODT). The 3lst (=)
closed into position Northwest of RUDT by approximately 2300.

18 Decembers

; Early on the morning of the 18th, *C" Co of the 31lst was alerted
and moved to ST, VITH as a reserve in case of an attack on the Eastern

" positions. About 0800 the enemy attacked from the North passing through
HUNYANGE. To meet this threat, ®"B® Co of the 31st counter-attacked astride
the ridge from their assembly position (Northeast of RODT) to HUNYANCE,
hitting the enemy in the flank, "C®" Co meanwhile hit the atiack head-on

from the direction of ST. VITH..,. This counter-attack drove the enemy back

. into a woods about 2000 yards Northeast of Humnage. While "B" Co consolidated
the position it had gained, "C" Co withdrew to ST. VITE.

CASUALTIES:
- Enemy b  Friendly
# small vehs Damaged 0
1 Tk; 1 Armd Car Destroyed : 1 Armd Car
100 Killed 0
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¥hile this attack at HUNNANCE was being repulsed, the enemy
had attacked the position of one company of the 38th shich was defending
the high ground Tast of ST. VITH. This attack was launched with a force
of 4 tanks, 8 armored cars, and an estimeted battalion of infantry, with
direct tank fire and artillery support from the viecinity of WALLERODE,
"C® Co arrived in ST. VITH from its previous mission in time to counter-
attack the enemy as he was consolidating the position formerly held by
the company from the 38th, In the meantime "A" Co (31st) had maneuvered
one tank platoon so as to bring its fire to bear on the enemy infantry,
while a second platoon placed its fire on the enemy gun positlons near
WALLFRODE, Supported by the fire of "A" Co, "C" Co was able to drive the
enemy back to WALLFRODE, and the 38th restored its positions. The time
was now about 1630, and "C* Co was withdrawn to & reserve position West
of ST. VITE to refuel and resupply.

CASUALTIFS:
Enemy Friendly
2 Tks; 6 Armd Cars Destroyed 0
? ' Damaged 3 Tks {ret'd to Dty, 19 Dec)
40% of Inf EBnm Killed 0 '
? X Wounded 6 (slightly; treated and

ret'd to Dty)

During the afternoon attack against the 38th, “"B" Co of the
274 was attacked om the Southeast flank at about 1400. This attack was
successfully repulsed by B/23, with the aid of some elements of the 9th
Armored Division defending the Southern approaches to the town.

At about 1000 — while "B* and "C" Cos were successfully
engaging the enemy at NUNMANGE — we received a radio from the 17th Tk Bn
that they had been driven out of RECHET, and had taken up positions South
of that town. At the same time a messenger told us that the enemy had
captured POTEAU (in our rear). After a personal reconnalssance to verify
this new development, we placed "D" Co in defensive positions to the West
and Yorth of RODT,

The capture of POTEAU cut the road from VIELSALN to ST. VITH,
and separated the combat forces of CC-B from their service elemenis.
During the night of 17-18 December, Sv Cos of the 3lst and the 23d had
bivouaced near PETIT-THIER in order to relieve the congestion on the main
road., When they attempted to rejoin their forward elements on the morning
of the 18th, they were attacked by a German force from the vicinity of
POTEAU, All men with the two Sv Cos, except those needed to drive vehicles,
including kitchen crews, were hastily organized as infantry for the defense
of the treins. 2 tanks which the Bn ¥aint Sec had just finished repairing
were marned by mechanics of the Maint Sec and placed in positlon.
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Lt. Whiteman (Navajo), with a platoon from the 23d AIB, took
command of this composite force, and with the ald of the 489th Armd FA
repelled the attack. The service elements then backtracked, and by the
night of the 18th-19th, set up in the vicinity of KROMBACH, In that
area they established a service park for all elements of the Division
to their front. T have no knowledge of the casualties caused to either
side in this engagement.

During the late afternoon of the 18th, "B" Co was reinforced
with two troops of the 87th ("A" and wce), and by 1900, had organized a
strong defensive position with its left flank on HUNNAXNGE, then extending
East along the high ground and then South to tie in with the 38th at a
railroad underpass about 1000 yards Wortheast of ST. VITH. Also during
the afternoon, CC~A came up via KROMBACE and ST. VITH and wenti into
position from RODT to POTEAU. "D" Co (31st) was then relleved of its
defensive mission, and was placed in CC-B reserve about half-way beiween
RODT and ST, VITH,

At 2000, the enemy attacked the Northern positlons with
infantry, estimated et a Bn(-). They struck our positions at a point
1200 yards Bast of HUNNANCE on the boundary between "A" and "C*" Trps of
the 87th, However, with the intense small arms fire of these Trps,
supported by tark fire from the flanks, the right platoon of "C" Trp and
the left platoon of "A" Trp forced the enemy to withdraw after bitter
hand-to-hand fighting. :

CASUALTIES:
Enemy Friendly
20¢ of stking foree  Killed -0
? Wounded 16 (evacuated)
.- - Destroyed 2 Armd Cars

¥hile this attack wes in progress, we were contacted by &
wire-team from the 275th Armd FA Bn (Corps Arty), vhich was then in
position near OBFR FMMELIS. The CO of this Bn volunteered to fire any
missions which we might have, stating that his maximum support fire
would amount to 2 Batteries as the 3d Battery was employed as local
protection for the Bn. This support proved to be very valuable during
the night: once to break up an attack on the right flank and once to
break up an attack on the left flank of the Northern defensive sector.
Both attacks were estimated by our patrols to consist of approximetely
150 infantry supported by several armored cars or light tanks.

CASTALTIZS: |
. Inemy Friendly
1 Armd Cer (Rt FIX) Destroyed ’

15% of each forece Killed/Woundeq 3(slightly; treated and
ret'd to Dty)
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, During the night of the 18th-19th, the Fastern sector withstood
several attacks. I, however, have no intimate knowledge of the strengths of
the attacks nor of the casualties as this was Lt. Col. Fuller's zome. Ome
attack, however, came perilously close to breaking through the 38th at its
junetion with,"E* Co of the 3lst. 4s a result of this action, "B" Co of
the 33d Armd Tngrs, which during the dey had been preparing a secondary
position about 1000 yards West of ST. VITH, wes put in on the right flank
of the Northern sector so as to give B/31 some infantry protection for
their tanks, and to assist them in maintaining contact with the 38th,

Also "C" Co (31st), less 1 Platoon, was moved to a point about 200 yards
in rear of the junction, B/31-=-4/38. There they were in position to pre-
vent a break-through along the boundary or to go to the ald of the 38th
or B/31, as the situation dictated.

19 December:

About 0600, the remaining platoon of C/31 was sent to the woods
and high ground 1500 yards Wortheast of RODT, prepared io counter-attack to
the Fast or Northeast. Less than 2 hours later (0800), the enemy launched
en attack from the North of NIEDER EMMELS in two columns. One column
headed straight for the positions of the 275th AFA, while the second column
congisting of 500 infantry and 5 tanks attacked the left flank of the
Northern sector in an attempt to encircle the position from the West. The
1st Plat of "C® Co, in the face of this force, attacked the enemy in his
Western flank while the TD's in HUNNANGE added their fire support. Supporting
artillery fires were given by the 434th Armd FA En. (During the night the
434th had gone into position in the KROMBACH-NEUNDORF area. Both this
attack and the one directed at the 275th were repulsed.

Inemy Friendly

1Tk Destroyed 0

4 Tke (withdrawn to Damaged 2 Tks (hit in track; repaired
NDR EMMELS) - and ret'd to Dty that

150 : Killed 0 .

After this action, lst Plat, C/31, took up defensive positions
. along the ridge running Zast-West through WUNFANGE, occupying a line from
HUNNANGE to & wooded knoll 800 yards West of the town, The 275th Armd FA
withdy to new firing pesitions in the vicinity of HINDERHAUSEN.

' A1l during the day, the ¥orthern sector received an increased
volume of artillery fire, and for the first time —- Nebel-werfer fire. Wo
additional enemy attacks were leunched that day against the Northem sector,
althoggh several sharp patrol actions did take place. (Fe suffered 10
casualties from artillery fire.) _
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: The night of the 19th-20th was filled with continuous
patrol clashes throughout the Northern sector. One Cerman combat patrol
of about 35 men attacked the Rear CP of the 31st at NEUNDORF, and were
driven off only after a short but vicious hand-to-hand fight, in which
the officers and men of the S~l-4 Seetions and a section from the Ren
Flat killed 15 Cermans and captured 5. (One of our men was seriously
wounded and had to be evacuated, while 3 others were treated and returned
to duty. One #-Trac and one "peep” were damaged but later repaired.)

20 December:

The enemy did not attack our Northern sector during the
day, but he did give us our due in artillery fire. On several occasions
we observed columns of enemy vehicles moving in a Northerly direction
North of NIEDER EMMELS, but they were out of effective artillery range
and ammunition was too precious for use on such targets. Throughout the
day we also noticed a great deal of activity in the WALLERCDE srea, both
tanks and infantry. (A4 group of about 75 men of the 106th Division who
escaped from the SCHONBURG area reported seeing large concentrations of
enemy armored units in WALLERODE,)

During the morning one company of the 17th Tks ("A") went
into position on the ridge and extended C/31's position to the West. At
the same time, 1 Plat, D/31, was placed in position about 200 yards in
rear of the junction of CC-A and A/17, in order to insure positive
coordination. A second platoon from D/31 was dispatched to KROMBACH to
defend CC-B's CP, : .

Shortly after dusk (about 1730), the enemy lsunched & night
tank attack from the area NIFDER EMMELS-OBER EMMELS against the lst Plat,
€C/31. This platoon had no infantry support but had established an outpost
line, using 2 men from each tank crew dismounted. As the attacking tenks
drew nearer, 2 TD's in direct fire positions West of HUNNANGE moved back
to positions about half-way down the reverse slope of the ridge so as to
be able to fire into the belly of any tank ecrossing the ridge. The tanks
held their position, and were directed by their Lieutenant to hold their
fire until the German tanks were abreast of their pesition, and then to
hit the sides of the tanks., This "ambush® was able to be planned because
~the outposts had given timely warning of the number of tanks, the type of
formation, and the direction of attack.

The atteck consisted of 12 Tks: 2 Iigers, 4 Panthers, and
6 of the Mk IV class, equally divided between 2 waves. As the first wave
reached the crest of the ridge, the TD's and "C" Co's tanks opened fir:
almost simultaneously. The TD's hit and destroyed 1 Panther, while "C"®
Co destroyed 3 Mk IV's and got hits on 1 Tiger and 1 Panther. The second
wave of German tanks fired several rounds, and then retired with the 2
remaining tanks of the first wave in the direction of NIEDER EMMELS,
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As there were 2 Bns of artillery laying down & heavy
concentration in the asrea of the attack, we never knew if infaniry were
present, following the tanks, or whet, We suffered no casualties, and
the light produced by the burning taenks was so bright that I believe
it discouraged any further attacks on the Horthern sector during the
night of the 20th-21st.

SUALTIES:
Lnemy Eriendly
4 Tks Destroyed 0
SUPPLY DIFFIC i

It might be well to mention at this point some of the
difficulties encountered in the probleme of supply and maintenance. We
held a supply dump at ST. VITE belonging to the 106th Division, and used
it until it wes exhausted (8,000 rations and 10,000 gal. of gas). '
Resupply from the reer was extremely hazardous because a goodly portion
of the enemy hsd gone around SI. VITH to the North end South. As a result
of these forcees "slipping by" on the flenks, our Divielon rear area was
a mixture of friendly and enemy troops. Some Corps and Army ASP's were
in our hands} some were in the hands of the ememy; some chenged hands
frequently; while other supply points were destroyed or evacuated by
retiring friendly troops. Division Trains were at LAROCHE, where they
were heavily engaged in combat in order to keep from being overrun, and
1ittle help could be expected from that guarter. The supply problem then
wvas one of running trucke through miles of enemy infested territory in
search of friendly dumps having the desired type of supplies, and then
coming back through miles of the same enemy infested territory to deliver
‘the needed supplies to the combat elements. .

The service fecilities of the units in CC-E were pooled,
and the Maint Sections were all consolidated under Cept LaFountain
(Meint Off., 31st) who set up a small ordnance shop. Any friendly vehicles
which could be evacusted to this shop were repaired there. At the same
time this group selvaged meny vehicles and weapons which had been aban-
doned in the srea by retreating units before the arrival of the 7th Armored.
This equipment was repaired, or, if beyond repair, was"cannibalized"for
parts to use in the repair of other vehicles and equipment. Frequently
this combined Maint Section operated under artillery fire, and many times
they had to drop their work and engage in & smell fight with enemy peirols
which penetrated to their area. In one ingtance, a crew of 4 lost 1 man
before they could withdraw from the scene with their equipment.
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There are two cases that stand out in my mind as indicative
of the determination and heroic efforts of the service personnel to keep
the combat elements supplied. In the first inastance, 7 trucks of the
31st, with a Corporal in charge of the convoy, set out from the vieinity
of KROMBACH to obtain fuel from a dump near SAMREE, As no escori was
available for sending with the convoy, only trucks with machine gun mounts
were used. To help protect the convoy, 2 guards with rifles and "tommy
guns®™ were placed in the rear of each truck, the guards having been re-
cruited from volunteers among the various compery kitchen crews. This
convey was gone for 2 days and during that time they "ran the geumflet®
of 4 enemy ambushes. When they arrived at their destination, they found
one side of the dump burning end a light tank company frem the 87th Ren
8q bitterly defending the other portion. Under these conditions the trucks
were loaded to capacity, and then started on the return trip, hiding out
in the woods that night. The next day they haed only 2 engagements with
the enemy, but in one of these attacks the Corporal in charge was killed
and 2 men were woundad, while 1 truck was damaged so badly that it had to
be towed the rest of the way. Arriving at XKROMBACE at dusk of the second
dey, now commanded by a Pfe truck driver, it could report: "Mission
eccomplished!” :

The other case is practically the same story. This convoy
was commanded by Sgt. Trapp, and consisted of 3 trucks from the 3lst and
1 truck of the 23d, with a defense crew organized very similar to the
first one. Their mission was to obtain badly needed ammunition from a
dump in the LAROCHT area. Their experiences were the same except that they
had only 2 skirmishes and suffered 1 casualty. The ammunition dump was
not guarded by either friendly nor enemy forces. Like the first group,
they too returned st dusk of the second day, reporting; "Mission accomplished!®

21 December:

' The morning hours of the 21st were ones of extreme anxiety,
and a great d-al of movement was hoard in the woods East of NIVDER FMMELS
and in the WALLFRODT area. That coupled with considerable patrol activity
after midnight, could only mean one thing — the enemy was preparing &
full-scale asssult, Where it would strike and when it would strike were
the guestions uppermest in everyone's mind... FEvery susplcious area and
every cbserved target was hit with liberal quantities of artillery fire
in order to harrass and disorgarize the enemy in his concentration areas.

At 1300, the Cermans started pouring in the artillery, and
for over an hour they raked the entire Northern and Zastern sector with
heavy fire. At 1400, an attack was launched from the MFDELL area and
directed down the AMBLFVE-ST, VITH road, striking at "B" Co's area (31st).
The attacking force consisted of about 8 tanks and an estimeted regiment
of infantry (1500 men), suppertad by artillery and Nebel-werfer fire from
the vieinity of WALLFRODE.



In the first 10 minutes of combat, 5 "B" Co tanks were hit,
of which 2 burned while the other > were immobilized by hits in the fromt
gear housing, and 1 of these had & jammed turret. Only 3 undamesged tanks
remained in this sector, as the other "B" Co tanks were defending a different
portion of the line and their fire was masked from this area by intervening
woods. Still the fight went ony with the 3 undameged tanks aided by the
2 disabled tanks with free turreis smashing back ai the attackers with
‘heavy fire. B/33(-) was placing a curtain of #mall arms snd machine gun
fire between them and the advancing waves of Cermen infantry, snd their
fire was augmented by the crew from the tank with the jammed turret. They
had dismounted their machine guns and taken uy the Tight as infantry.
Several of the uninjured tankers from the burning tanks had hastily
grabbed rifles from killed and wounded engineers, and had jumped into
foxholes where they were continuing the Pfight.

G/31(-), consisting of & tanks which had been backing up the
Jjunction of "B" Co and the 38th AIB, moved through the railrocad underpass
into the area of A/38, vhere they took up firing positions which enabled
them to pour a murderous fire into the flank of the attackers. 3Sgt. Blair
with & mixed tank platoon of 2 *"i" Co tanks and 1 each from "B® snd *C" Cos,
all of which had been in reserve West of ST, VITH, was moved into position
on the Northern edge of town so as to counter-attack any break-through on
"E® Co's front,

This combirstion of forces with the support of a En of FA,
finally stopped the attack when the lsading elements of the German infantry
vwere only 100 yards from "BEF Co's positions. The attackers — those who
were able — then withdrew in the direction of WALLERODE, followed clnlcly
by the deadly fire of all machine guns, tanks, and artillery. =,

-mmm- %
8 AT Cuns Destroyed 3 Tks
2 Tke (withdrew under)Damaged 2 Tke
own power)
400-500 Killed 0 (31st only)
? . Wounded 15 (seriously, inel 2 Off)

#hile our attackers were withdrawing, a strong attack was
launched from WALLFRODE sgainst the Fagtern defensive sector. This attack
was directed at that part of the line which was being backed up by "A" Co
of the 31st. Agaln the attack was launched with an estimated regiment of
infantry, supported by tanks and ertillery, and was the strongest attack
‘yet to hit the 38th., (It might be noted here that the 38th had been under
almost continuous assault since 1300, snd that it had received extremely
heavy artillery fire during the attack against the Northern sector.)
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When this new attack was discovered, 5 tanks of "C* Co which
were then in the area of A/38, shifted into mew firing positions in the
sector of B/31, so as to fire at the flank of the attack. The combined
fires of "A%, "B®, and ®C" Cos of the 3lst, when added to the fire from
two companies of the 38th (4/38 and 4/23), with the support of our 2 FA
Ens, stopped this attack ®cold®,

cgguglfIESs

i

Enemy - Eriendly
400=-500 - Killed ?

e The time was now 1900, 21 December, and with the knowledge of
the events of the past seversl days, it was obvious to every man of us in
the ST. VITH area that tonight would be the real test.

All lines of the 3lst were thinly held now because of the
casualties sustained during the past few days. 41l our reserve had been
committed except 1 Platoon of "D" Co, and no reinforcements from Division
sources could be expected, since the entire Pivision was committed throughout
an area which extended some 30-odd miles to the West of 8F. VITH. We did
know that the 10lst Airborne Division was surrounded at BASTOGNE and also
that the 2d Armored Division was attacking German columns in the DINANT area,
and ell eround us were the Germans. We had made positive identifications
of 9 German Divisions in the ST, VITH ares, although we had deduced that
only 3 of these Divisions were in force: the "GROSSDEUTSCHLAND®" North of
EUNNANGE, the 9th Panger in the WALLFRODE area, and the lat 83 Panger
directly East of ST. VITH. These 3 Divisions appasrently were reinforced
by elements of the other & Divisions. In other words we were outnumbered
man for man on the 8T. VITH front about 10-1,

This knowledge weighed with our mission clearly indicated the
strategy of our future defense. To hold our positions and eventually be
overwvhelmed would gain ne purpose for the Allied cause. Therefore, it was
decided during the afternoon of thy 21lst that we would hold our present
positions until the last possible moment and then drop back successively
to new positions, defending each to the limits of our ability.

With vhis plan in mind, all edministrative elements (Sv Cos,
8-1-4 Secs, etc.) were cleared out of the 8T, VITH-XROMPACH erea and placed
to the West of VIELSALM., The Northern sector was ther given a plan to fall
back to prositions along the HUNNANGE-ST, VITH road, while the Fastern sector
was to fall back on the Fasterm edge of the town.

About 1930, the EZastern and Southeastern sectors recsived the
heaviest artillery fire yet received by any unit up to this time. 4t 2000,
B/87 and B/23 (all unite with the 38th) sent & franctic message that the
enenmy had infiltered their positions, and that they were receiving a heavy
attack from infantry supported by tanks and AG's along their front. A4lmost
simultenecously with this development, we received a message from "A" Co (31st)
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that they were being attacked by infentry and taenks coming in along the
SCHONBURG road.

8gt. Blair's composite platoon, now on the Northern eodge of
ST. VITH, was directed to counter-attack out the SCHONBURC road to stop
the penetration and to protect the right flank of "A" Co of the 31st.
At the same time the Worthern sector was directed to withdraw to their
planned positions on the HUNNANGE road, and this withdrawal was started
at 2015,

: By 2030, it was apperent that the Fastern sector was being .
completely overrun, Therefore, the forgce on the Northern sector (hereafter
identified as Task Force Lﬂﬁﬂﬁs was directed not to stop at its intermediate
position but to establish a line on the high ground West of ST, VITH with
the left platoon on the wooded knoll 800 yards West of EUNNANGE and the
right flank astride the ST, VITH=-NEUNDORF road (generally slong the line
of the reserve position prepared on 18 December)., The remaining Flatoon,
D/31, was ordered to protect our avemue of withdrawal and alse to maintain
contact with CC-B, 9th irmd Div, on the right, which at this time was also
forced to withdraw from its position on the right flank of Fuller's sector.

is this regrouping was being ordered, my CP in ST, VITH was
hit twiee by direct fire from a tank or SP gun. Fortunately we had no
casualties, and the CP was moved to KROMBACH. Gen. Clarke's CP was moved
to COMMANSTFR, snd MALDINCEN was designated as an assembly area for
vehicular stragglers (armd inf half-tracks and essential supply vehicles), while
KROMBACH was designated as a straggler collecting point for men. Cuides
and traffic control in the YROMBACH area was accomplished by Ren elemenis
from the 31st and the -23d.

The 275th AFA was displaced to the COMMANSTER area, while
the 434th AFA supported TF LOHSE in containing the enemy at ST. VITH. (Imn
accomplishing this mission one battery was [iring at & renge of 1800 yards.)
After the 275th had gone into their new positions and could again take over
the support of TF LOHSE, the 434th displaced by battery to the COMMANSTER
area, closing into position about 0300, 22 December.

Thojs were the steps by which CC=B regrouped after the
break-through into the town of ST, VITH, but to go back to the situation
in the Fastern sector at about 2030 in point aof time...

As Sgt. Blair's platoor moved out the SCHONBURG road, it reached
a road fork sbout 1000 yards Zast of ST, VITH. Here they were directad to
hold, by order of the CO of A/31, and protect the withdrawal of B/23 and
4/31. The enemy struck this platoon from two directions with tanks and
8P guns, and the ensuing fight was so vicious that st one time Sgt. Elair's
command tank was rammed by e German Tiger snd turned over. This platoon
continued to give the enemy sz good or better than he was dishing out, but
Blair was outnumbered. Finally all 4 of his tanks were burning, and those
of the crews who were still alive (12 men) assembled under Sgt. Plair and
made their escape on foot via & railroad ecut to KROMBACH,
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This valiant fight by Blair and his platoon allowed B/23 (or
what was left of B/23 == 1 platoon) and a TD Section to withdraw West of
‘8T, VITH. A" Co of the 31lst was able to disengage with the loss of only
one tank and withdrew through 8T, VITH to the Southwest where they joined
forces with elements of CC-B of the 9th Armored in the vieinity of NEUBRUCK.
(At this time the enemy held the central portion of ST. VITH, so that Wi® Co's
withdrawl to the West was blocked.)

Amid all this confusion TF LOHSE was able to take up its new
defensive positions in time to stop the enemy's forward elements as they
emerged to the West of ST, VITH, Throughout the night the Germans kept
up a steady pressure on this force, and by 0600, 22 December, the right
flank < C/31(-1 Plat) —= had dropped back some 500 yards to take advantage
of more favorable terrain,

CASUALTIFS (night of 21-22 December):

Enemy Friend
& 8P Guns Destroyed 5 Tks, 31st Tk Bn

Cmbt Vehs, "B" Trp, 87th Cav
3 AG's, HQ Co, 38th AIB
Mortar #-Tracs, HQ Co, 38th AIB

Indeterminate # Inf Killed, "B% Trp, 87th Cav
Wounded, AG, MG, Mortar Plats, 38th AIB
Wissing “B® Co, 38th AIB

2 Plats, "2" Co, 38th AIB
2 Plats, "A" Co, 23d AIB
2 Plats, "B" Co, 23d AIB
Prov Engr Co (168th C Engrs)

(Capt. Foster, CO of "™A" Co, 3lst Tk Bn, was killed at 1600 when he was caught
in the heavy German artillery barrage, while directing his tanks into better
firing positions from which to repel the atteek being launched against the 38th,)

During the night we collected in the KROMBACH area some 200
men who had managed to work their way back after their position East of
ST. VITH had been overrun. Of these only about 100 were fit for further
combat, and the remainder had to be evacuated because of wounds, complete
exhaustion, or suffering from exposure. The 2ble bodied were organized in
a composite armored infantry company (38th AIB), and were set to work

preparing defense positions on the high ground sbout 800 yerds Fast of
KROMBACH,

22 December:

By 0600, the information we had on hand relative to our
situation and that of adjacent units painted a very grim picture. The enemy
had broken through CC~A in the RODT area, and CC-A was being forced to
withdraw further West. The Platoon from "D" Co (31st) backing up the
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junction of CC-A and "A® Co of the 17th Tk Bn, was wiped out. At the
same time the Platoon from "D" Co (31st) on the high ground East of
NEUNDORF was fighting off an attack on their position. Both the 434th
and 275th AFA Bns reported only 40 rounds remaining per gun, and that
an ammunition convoy (already 1 date late) was still unlocated. A4t this
time we still did not kmow where "A" Co (31st) was located. The only
"bright spot® in the picture was the fact that the 17¢h Tk Bn (-2 Cos)

- was to arrive in KROMBACH at 0730.

In the face of these conditions we planned another defensive
line with the left on HINDERRAUSEN, extending in a semi-circle along the
high ground to the East of KROMBACH, with the right flank on the high
ground about 800 yards West of NEUBRUCK, and at this point to tie in with
CC-B, 9th Armored Division.

The 17th Tk Bn arrived in KROMBACH about 0745, and B/17 was
directed to counter-attack on the NEUNDORP-ST. VITH road to relieve the
pressure on TF LOHSE and allow them to withdraw cross-country through
NEUNDORF to take up positions on the mew line. 1 Plat, cﬂ‘&;a sent
to aid D/31 hold the high ground East of NEUNDORF until TF and B/17
hed cleared the town in their westward movement, The remainder of C/17
went into position on the high ground West of NEUBRUCK, TF BOYILAN in the
RODT areas successfully disengaged and withdrew to positions in the
HIKDERHAUSEN area, the left flank of the mew CC-B position. ;

By 1500, the new defensive position had been estsblished from
right to left as follows: D/31 (-1 Plat, destroyed) oeeupied the high
ground about 1500 yards Southeast of KROMBACH maintaining contact with
CC-B, 9th Armored Division, at a bridge South of this high ground. The
17th Tk Bn extended to the left of D/31 4 an arc along the high
with B/17 astride the main road, half-way between NEUNDORF and KR H.
The composite armored infantry company with 6-57am AT Guns attached
occupied the area due North of B/17 along the high ground to include the
Railrosd. TP LOHSE (B & C/31, A & C/87, B/33, 3 TD's, and 1 Plat/B/23)
extended the line from the Reilroad tracks swing North, then West to
& point about 1000 yards Fast of HINDEREAUSEN. 31, who rejeined us
at 1200, was placed in position on the high ground sbout 300 yards North
of the intersection of the RODT- s HINDERHAUSEN-KROMBACH roads,
covering the gap between TF IOHSE and TF BOYLAN, and protecting the left
- flank of TF LOHSE, TP POYLAN (87th Ren Sq(-) and 4/17) wes in position

sround HINDERHAUSEN. 1 Plat, B/814th TD was placed on the high ground
immediately West of the intersection of the Reilrosd and the KROMBACE-
HINDERHAUSEW road with the mission of protecting our rear.

4 Tks
; 3 Nortar §~Tracs
171D
Several Vehs, 87th
20 Nen (incl 3 0ffs, 1 a Co CO)
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The action for the remainder of the afternoon of the 224,
consisted of an artillery duel of about an hour's duration in the sector
of TF LOGSE. TFortunately the 2 FA Bng had been able to obtain a resupply
of ammunition during the morning, and we had been able to get a limited :
supply of ammunition for the tanks.

- About 2000, the enemy siriking in force with about 250 men
and 4 SP Guns hit without warning the composite armored infantry compeny's
position between B/17 and TF LOHSE, It soon a that the enemy were
overrunning the infantry positions, The Plat/B/814 Northwest of the town
was moved Eest across the Rasilroad tracks to take upposition on the high
ground in the Western edge of FROMBACH. At 2015, and for the second time
in 3 days, my CP was hit by direct fire. 1 Plat/A/31 was put in position
at the RJ 100 yards North of the Reilroad overpass to keep the enemy from
turning ¥orth., Lt. Col. Wimple with 3 tanks and a platoon of armored
infantry took up position astride the BRAUNLAUF-EROMBACH road about 200
yards West of the church, 1 Plat/D/31 was moved into position on the
Southern ocutskirts of the town., The enemy sttack was stopped, and his
forces were contained in KROMBACE for the remainder of the night. (About
10 minutes before the enemy entered XROMBACE, the CP of the 3lst En was
moved to FRAUNLAUF,) :

23 December:

The remainder of the defensive position held fast during the
night of the 22d-23d, although vigorous patrol activity took place along
the entire front. The sector occupled by TF LOHSE was attacked 5 times
by combat patrols whose strength varied from 50-60 men each., Om the right,
the enemy broke through the 9th Armored Nivisiom along the NTUBRUCK road
about 0230, and threatened to turn our right flank.

At 0430, the order came down from higher headquarters that all
elements in the KROMBACH area would withdraw to the Division assembly area
commencing at 0600, and during the next hour the plan of withdrawal was
issued to all unite., Alsc all dismounted personnel in the FRAUNLAUP area
(included 1 Bn from the 106th Inf Div, who had only a few weapons and a
small guantity of small arms ammunition) were mounted on 12 trucks of the

‘Engineers with the 9th Armored Division, given complete instructions, and
sent on their way so 23 to clear the area for the withdrawal of other

troops.

At 0600, under the cover of prepared artillery fires, TF LORSE
withdrew erossscountry to HINDFRHAUSEN. 4/31 held the Northern exit from
KROMBACH until TF LOHSE cleared HINDERHAUSEN, and then withdrew as rear
guard for the TP, The TF withdrew from HINDERHAUSEN to COMMANSTER over a
trail made passable by the sudden freese of the previous night. (Friendly
Casualtiess 1 Tk end 1 §=Ton.) The rest of the withdrawal through VIELSALM
to the assembly srea was made without inecident.
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When my CP moved out of BRAUNLAUF at 0615, we received small
arms fire from the enemy who were then entering the town fv~m the South,
After coordinating the withdrewal of the 17th Tk Bn and the 3lst, we moved
to COMMANSTER and joined TP LOHSE. (Friendly casualties: 1 man killed.)

At 0630, when the. Germans in KROMBACH were giving all their
attention to the withdrawing column of TF LOHSE, the 17th Tk Bn (~) ettacked
through the Southern part of KROMBACH and withdrew through BEHO and VIFLSALM.
(Friendly casualties: 1 Tk at KROMBACH,)

Shortly before the 17th drove through KROMBACH, D/31 (2 Plats)
proceeded to BRAUNIAUP and forced the snemy back to the South, thus kuptli
the avenue of withdrawal open. A4s the 17th started through BRAUNIAUF, D/3
disengaged and fell into column as the adwance guard for the 17th in the
move to the assembly area. ; ; '

Friendly
3 AT Guns Destroyed 2 1t Tks
50 Killed 0

In the meantime TF BOYLAN held at HINDERHAUSEN to cover the
withdrawal of CC~B. They then withdrew to successive positions in their
capacity as rear guard, finally withdrawing from the VIELSALY area at
1930, 23 December.

~ C0-B, with attached elements, closed in its second assembly
area in the vieinity of HARZE at approximately 2300, 23 December.

In these pages I have tried to give you only the bare facts
in my memory of the Battle of ST, VITF as I witnessed it. As a result, you
will notice that in parts the detall is rather sketchy. To embellish these
facts were acts (legends now) without end of personal heroism, gallantry, .
courage, soldierly sacrifice, and just plain "guts®, that would overshadow
the wildest yarn of the most vivid imsgination. These legends tell the
real story of ST, VITH, but unfortunstely, only those men who were there
will ever understand. ;

Those men who fought in this great campaign had an implicit
faith and trust in the decisions of their superiors. Therefore, I hope
that this informstion mey in some way help you to obtain for these men
what is rightfully theirs: A Unit Citation for the 7th Armored Division.

Respectfully yours,

/8/ Robert C. Erlenbusch
ROBERT C. ERLENPUSCH
Lt. Col., Cav.
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SUMMARY OF ENEMY and FRIENDLY CASUALTTES, 17-23 Dec 1944
£ - 31st TANK BATTALION (less “i" Co) ]

ENENYs FRIENDLY:
11 Tke (all types) Destro 13 N4 Tks
7 Armd Cars 7 ¥5 Tks
6 4CG's 3 ¢=Trecs
11 AT Guns : 1 4-Ton
é Tks Damaged 2 M4 Tks

# Small Vehs 1 2§-Ton Trk

2 M4 Tks) Repaired
1 $=Trac) and returned

1 ¢=Ton ) to Dty
Killed/Wounded Killed
(estimsted or
- 33
1080
Pi's
5

A" Co, 3lst Tk Bn, which was attached to the 38th Armd Inf Bn through the
night of 21-22 December, reported the following through the 8

ENEMY: A1
6 Mk IV's Degtroyed 18 (105mm How)
1 3=Trae _
? Eilled 3 (inel ¢0O)
? Hounded 2



Entrance to "The School House" in ST, VITH,
vhich in December 1944 housed successively tha
CP's of the 106th Infantry Division GC-:B '?th
Armored Division; and 38th Armored’



DONALD F. BOYER, JR. (024563,
¥ajor, In!mtry

8-3, 3Bth 4red Inf Bn

Tth oed Div, APC 257

*Wraffiec Conditions, ST. VITH-VIELSALY Read, 17 Dee 1944%

which was half between ST, VITH and VIELSALE
(W es from each Losn), the LICKMIVILIE-RECHT rcad joined
niththmﬁm&t.?ﬂ'ﬁ,mﬁﬁmnﬁﬂﬁﬂwﬂtmwm
and VILLE-du-BOIS to VIBISALE, Sbha:t two hundred yards south of the RJ,
the road leading fr.m 57. VITH execuled a sharp right-angle turn, crossed
the railroad with an overpass, joined the LIGNEUWILLE roazd end furned
sharply left to run parallel #th the railrosd to VIELSALY, Al theugh muite
insignificant Jodking md consisting of not mare than seven or eight houses
and barns, this little BJ at PCTEAU was destined to play a “BI"" rdle in
the days to come, However, nme of this ilaportance iroresced me at the
tineGias

E

ww«(mmraw]uzmmﬁmmmm
'pxatm 17 Decanber. Te were running about an hour in front
: 38th Armored Sattalicon which was the lead wnit in CCR's
almmn. A8 we arrived al this RJ, we were hit by & sight which we
could not take in: @ constant strem of traffic hurtling Lo the rear
the Yest)s mthing going to the frant (3o Lhe Fast).

Az we watched this maf traffic dashing tcthtrﬂl‘, ametines
moving at a steady pace, other times crewling; as we walched some driver
;nnwttam ileft mdmmmm the cdlumn with his han
blaring in an affort to get shead of the vehicles before hiz — Falte andl
redl iged that tﬁlmnanmmmwmrmnmaem&
“every dog for himself®; it was a retreat!

mmammmy&,mm&zmtm.unwm
two or three men in it (most of them bare-hesded and in variocus ststes of
undress) in the rear, next perhaps an engineer crane truck or an armored
~ car, then several artillery prize mover tractors —— perhaps one of them
towing & gun, command cars with officers (up %o and including several full
Cclonels) in them, quarter-tons — snything which would run and which
mlﬁge%ﬁnéﬁvwmiﬁmfﬂnﬁzminﬂ#th-nﬁthmwm
frot. It wasn't orderly; it wmasn't military; it wasn't 2 pretiy
—wmu&ngﬂimmlﬁmrmwﬁngm."..

;&

[

g?

umﬁmwmvm&m, for there I hope to find informa-
tion md orders. (Then we started this move, Uivision had received nc in-
farmation ss to the remson for the nove %o VIII Coarps aress To us it had
sppeared to be & rogtine administrative mareh inveolving a trogp shift fra
cne Corps and one fmmy to a different Carps and a differant Arry. 3y per-
sonal thoughts had been that perhaps Uenersl Pstton and Wis THAD ARy
mmﬁmﬂebrmmmwammmm;mmmy
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was screaming for armor, and that perhaps he
Armored Division which had been furnighing the
I suspected that we were being shifted to VIII
9th irmored... BSetween EUFEN snd NMAINIDY a
me and asked me such curics cuestions as:

"¥ho is Micky Mouse's gal friend?*
“ho are '‘Dem Burs'?®
"sho said 'Lay That Fistol Uown'?®

is was the first indication that anything cut of the ordinary had happened,
they infawmed me that Jerman parstroopers had bea dropped behind FIEST

ABNY the night befaras; that it was believed that many of the “Jerries” were

in American wniforss and with fmerican eguimment.)

About a mile further up the road at the little tomn of FETIT-TIHIER
all traffic had stopped. Inm,nput.humpcrrmwrumz
have ever seen., CC-8, moving tc the IZast (to the front), had run into this
large mass of vehicles moving ¥est (to the rear — on a narrow road whish
vould barely support two-wsy traffic, not including tanks, at slow speed.
The end result was that nelther column could mwe. 7o further complicate
matters, many vehicles headed for the rear had attempted to pass eath other
in the intervals between the tanks of the Jst Tank Battalion, which was
leading CC-B, and now no one could nove.

E
|

%
b
i
i

RE a

i
:
]
§

E

EE

(hIMhmdvﬁdaWtwwmru,
I could not figure out what was going on and why. +he bumper markings of-
fered no clues, for they were all different with a grest number of then bear-
ing the markincs for frmy troocps. There were a large mmber of 2}'s marked
106 X - +«" These I todk to be trucks from s 106th Infatyry Division
but!hadmthatthuemmhldﬂlmmmﬂuﬁ.ﬁ.m. “t
is probably back in NOREANDY, and the trucks are up here on s “trudking
run'", I thoaught.)

As we could not edvance any further on the road, I got out of the
"peep® in fromt of the church in PEIIT.THIER to 2ee vhat information I
could gather. The first officer I saw was an Urdnance Captain with an
unusual shoulder patchs a rampant lion's head (gold on a blue
edged in red). I couldn't help asking him his outfit., It was the 10éth
Division which had relieved the 2d Infantry Uivision about € days befare.
Yhen I asked hir “what the score was® as I pointed tc¢ the traffic jam, he
declared that two Fanzer Armies with at least six Famaer Divisions had Mt

his Division the day before {(Saturday, 16 December); that he had evacuated
sT. ¥ where hie Division Urdnance Company had been set up in the rail-
road 3 that the Cewmans had been shelling ST. ¥VITH since that morning

:
&
8
3

{Sunday, 17 Decarber); that his Division Hq was then
¥iTH. mllﬁdh!lﬂtminfrmtafst.ﬂﬁ,mmm =

don't Inow — saybe sme cavally -- maybe nothing; everyone is pulling out i®

This was warse than anything I had expected to hear, although I
should have realised that only scme sericus stituatio: could heve produced
the rout that wms before us on the road. I took over the driving of the
*peep” md headed cross-coumntry over the mnddy, scggen fidlde in an atitexpt
to reach VIELSAIN, cbtain my orders, and ¢ tc retumn to head off the
38th before it becme involved $n - c jmm.
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On the return trip fros VIELSALY I stuck to the road and was able
to leap-frog cur way through the tanks and half-tracks of CC.B, which ware
hopel essly stalled by all the traffic that was blocking the road from
ST. ¥ITHe Tind and egein we had to pull off into swme f1d4d and run parallel
tc the road for several hundred vards; time and again we got stuck, but eack
tire we managed to get oxt smmehow, Fassing throagh PETIT.TMIER, i headed
for RUIT vhere 1 found the Bn pulling inte its sssenbly sres.

4. Col. W, B, G, Fuller, CO 38th AYB, and 1 then headed back for
FOTEAT and then east to RECHT to obtain orders from CC-f wiich was estab.
lishing ite CP in the latter tom, ALl along the road to PUTEAU, we found
the same rosd snarl wiich had slowed me up 20 much seversl hours before.
A OC-R, we still were unable to learn any informstion on the tscticsl si-
tustion, and sc headed for VIELEALY shere we understood Col. Rysh, U of
Ci-R, was in conference at Uivision Hge At FETIT.PIIER the road jer was
amything but improved; nothing could move now, and all the time rore and
nore véhicles were backing up imto 57, VITH, (I imegined that by this $ime
they probably were blodcing the rosd from RODT to 57, VITH, and 1 was won-
dering how we would move the 38th into ST, VITH, if that should proved where
they were nesded,)

As wo would not proceed further in our i-ton, Col. Fuller climbed
out and wert forward tc see if he could dlear a pagth for us. “hen he did
not retum, 1 left Cpl Cox, the driver, and went up to locate the Col. vhom
I found talkine with & Col ixlenbusch, (0 st Tk Bn. ‘he tenks were re-
fueling before carrying out orders which had been received from Brig Gen
Bruce “larke, OG of CC.Bg

"The Jlst and such dlements of the 2%rd AIB
em be trought forward are Lo move to the high
Hest of 5T YII'H - there Lo be prepared to
a tank attack to the Zmst through the town-
the attack to take place this sfbernoon.®

It already was 1515, and from the lodks of the road jams, neither the tanis
nor anything else was going .to reach ST VITH for a long time. Col Muller,
Cpl Cox, and I took over the job of clesring & path for the tanis,mnd we
started getiing the vehicles clogging the roads to move over 40 the sides,
mm;mmhmwmhm,mmmmmmwmmha
only = snail's pace and with & wveary 50300 feet, -everal times we had
to wave the lead tank forwerd at full cpeed when sane veicle refised to
move over. Usually the sight of 0-0dd tons of steel roaring down on him
was all the persussion we neoeded to get & recaleitrant driver to mowve over.

Several tices senior officers in Comsand Cars sttempted to pull
cat intc a space which I wes openisg up, and each time I tald him %o get
back, Mzﬁm'tmmhavu,mgmmwm@mm
“@smws dlse which was headed for the front, and tc pget out o

@ WaY.

I well remecber scme officer in a C&H, stopped on the side of the
road, who, on hearing e bellowing at the truck drivers, yelled:




or can I forget the First Cergeant fris mmmnay'mm e clirbed
out of his J-bon, then headed for the rear, resched bac: for his tomay gun,
mmmmmmw,ymuﬁ at hia former companions:

#1'm going with these D tanks, They know
how to fight, and G ) I_____, I3cined the
irny to fight — not ranl®

(neof the tanks slowsd dom, and the First Sergesnt olimbed up behind the
turret. I only more of the officers and men in thal bunch whe were 20
helplessly fleeing toc the rear in blind pamic, had been possessed of the

sare tigﬁ.h:g spit ]

Finally we were gble t¢ zet one tank company ond one srmored infan-
trymw’ﬁthmml,bﬁ-ﬂt as the way was ocpmed
up behind thes, some vehicle dashed cut into the openi-: and mee more star-
mm:mm for the rear. %mﬁnammﬁmzﬂmwm
the BJ at PUTFAU, partilly orgmised unils were coming ic the rear in sose
semblance of order. Mmswwmeaw Mngb:'hattuy
and by sestim. Col Puller and I haddene all that we could md we T@t
thutuehﬁb&tcrmwmmbﬂ*m‘m*mgwfmmwmto
report to Gen Tlarke at CC-B in 57 ¥ITH,

ifter receiving our orders from OGen. Clake, I had $0 make nunerous
trips between 5T VIIH and the batialion assesbly srea st BODT. Hwery time
the road was more and more crowied with individual vehicles headed for the
rear, By the time darkness had detcended, Falter and I were making our
trips in low gear. Usually I had better time by dismcunting and walking
shead, completing my business, smd then starting mt ence more for ST.
ViTH. EWMMMI'&I&M!:@?&WﬁHMWM
his way forward, and then we womuld turn arcund snd head back for ST, ¥ITH.

#A® Coppany of the 38th was ddlayed by wmore the: 2 hours in arriv-
mast.mmmummmwwmmmumm ind
then 1 hed to go back and help them get the half-traoks on the rosd, The
fear-craged cocupants of many of the vehicles moving tc the rear apparently
wlvnm:-mmmzm,mmm #llow the "tracks on
the road; mu#mmm and men would nt do anything which might

then thet I ordered (apt, Tslter H, Jmt‘y,.w#%* Co : ws
on the road even if he had to wreck or run over véhicles md thelr drivers
~- to pay mc stiention %o the rank of anyme who night be fleeing md
tempt to prevet him,

‘Finally at 2015, “A" Company entered 57 VITH, closely followed by
*B” and Ho “ompanies. The original orders for “A" Company tc move had been
given to the Sattalim Exzecutive (fficer st 1730, and by him to the Company
not more than 5 minutes later. Yel 1t had taken 24 hours for an armored
-158-



infantry campany oo its verlcles %o move 3 miles — because of the terrfic -
fraffic congestion on a narrow road, :

: ﬁnmmmd‘t&ahi@m&wm_dHWﬂ—mwh
Mﬂgmwemhm&amla'tmm,m_mfmn
M-mmmmsmmhm.mwm
: hs@mmad’WuﬂMﬁsdﬂMm"ﬁaeruﬂtmmtm
estion prevented the relnforcemente which were arriving (the Ttk Armored

vwmgm ning 5T VITE in time to launch a counter-sttack to sove
mﬂ: and wmmu&mmmmm,mmdf

5T VITHe _ _

DONALD . BOYER, JR.
Eajor, Infantry
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7th Armored Division Tank Battalion
CP in €T, VITH after tom was retaken,
Jamary 1945

(Building on far side of street housed
38th Armored Infantry Battalion's Aid
Station, 17-2. Decenber 1944)



DONALD P. BOYER, JR. (024563)
7tk Arnd Div, AFO 257

*Narrative Account of Action of 38th Armored Infantry Bsttalionm,
7th Armored Division, Battle of ST. VITH, 17-22 December 1944

TEZ FIRST DAY
(17 Dee 44 < Sun)

. 2 "

At 0315, the 38th AIB received orders from CC-R, to which it was
attached, to march at 0800 to the vicinity of VIELSALE, BELCIUN, followed
by Hq, CC=R, and the 17th Tk Pn.

¥e wers informed that the Divislon was merching to this general
area, using two routes (East and West), but there was no information to
{ndicate that the march was other than an administrative one. 4 glance
at the large situation map quickly showed that we would be moving about
90 miles South of our present positions with XIII Cerps, Hinth US Army,
into the area of VIII Cerps, First US Army.

¥e could not understend the reason for such a move, since the
designated sssembly srea (VIELSALY) was well to the resr of the fromt,
and so far as we knew, VIII Corps already had one armored division: the
9tk Armored in Corps Beserve, With no information on the "why® of the
move, rumors nsturally were prevalent. These soon boiled down to two
{deas, each of which I personally bslieved were capable of belng the
‘reason for the move: '

1. Ceneral "atton and the had secured
a breskthrough and were running the RHINE...
That *The 01d ¥en®™ was screaming for armor, and that the
Tth Armored was on its way to the Third Army.

2. Ss=e as the first story, except that General Patton
had borrowed the 9th Armored Divieion, and we were to replace
it as Corpe Regerve for VIII Corps. :

About 1330, when the 38th firet hit the ST, VITH-VIELSALE rcad
and saw the heavy stream of traffic moving West in what appeared to be
a disorganized rout, we realized that this was more than & routine
adminigtrative march, We knew then that there was a serious emergency
facing the American Army in this area.

See Personel Report, *Traffiec Conditions, ST, VITH-VIELSALM Road, 17 Dee 44",
ouhslihd. separately, for description of traffic jamming this vital rosd.
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The Bn Gﬁ, Lt. Col, W, K, C. m.’, Qﬁtﬁh diverted "A" and Hg
Cos from their original route and ordered them into an assembly area at
RODT (also kmown as SART-les~8T, VITH). "B® Co also was diverted, but
®C*® and Sv Cos somehow became separated from the Bn columm and were caught
in the traffic jam on the road. This sction concentrated the Bn (-C & Sv)
within 3 miles of 3T. VITH, which appeared to be a likely point of committment.

. Weanwhile, CC~B with the 3lst Tk Bn end 23d AIR sttached, had been
all but immobilised by the maelstrom of traffic which jammed the road teo
VIELSALM, WNoving West from this town Lo an assembly area near 5T, VIIH,
the tanks had been forced to halt at PETIT-THIER by the mass of vehicles
"fleeing® to the rear, and which had jammed their way into the most perfect
road snarl one could ever sxpect %o see. Lt. Col. Fuller and I helped the
CO of the ,m' Lt. m. R. C. lfm. dﬂrlp‘ﬂl “1“““1‘
tank company and gng armored infantry company were able to use. Before
the other tank compenies could move forward, however, "fleeing® vehicles
bad double~banked each other and again closed the road,

v Although unknown to us at the time, the situation in the ST, VITH
was criticel by 1200. To the North the 14th Cavalry Croup was retiring
: mymurmummm Eapt of the

By 1630 when Lt. Col, Fuller and I reported to Prig. Gem., Bruee C.
Clarke, CC of CC-B, 2t the School House in ST, VITH (C

CP of CC-B), only 3 units of the 7th Armored had been able to enter the
town because of the mass of vehicles "fleeing® for the "safety of the rearv.
These units were: 1 cavalry recon troop (B/87, Capt. R. J. Stewart); :
1 medium tank company (A/31, Cept. R, C. Foster); 1 armored infantry company
(‘MI Capt. D, J. Britm)-

CRDERS:
16301 Gen, Clarke yelled "Boyer®, and pointing to a 1/25,000 map, ordered:

0o in town and get 'B' Co of the 234, which
you will find on the main street. Have them take
up positions here (pointing to the Southeastern
approaches to 5T, VITH)!®

When T asked who would be on their right and left, T received the only answer
which could be given at the times -

"¥e don't know about the right; CC=B of the
9th is there someshere. On the left, some Engrs
from a Corps Bnj further to the left, & recon
troop from the 87th,®
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I relayed these orders to Pritton, and he moved out with his cempany.

1645: Lt, Col. Fuller wae ordered by Gen. Clarke to coordinate the defenses
of ST, VITE with the CO's of the 8lst and 168th Engr C Bns, then in position
about 2400 yards East of the town and in the woods to the right of the
sg:xsm road. At the same time B/27, A/31, and B/23 were attached to the
38th,

The buildeup of a defensive cordon sround the town wes & "plecencal”
procedure with units being placed in the line as they arrived in ST, VITH,
Traffic jams on the road to VIELSALY were still increasing as everyone who
had been in this area "fled" out of it. It vas only with the greatest of
difficulty that companieg of the En were sble to force their way forwerd,
and 1t took Capt. ¥. H. Anstey snd his "2" Co, 2§ hours to move 3 miles.
The situation continued critical until about the following morning, by
which time troope were dug in along & U-shaped arc from the PRUM road on the
South to the MALMEDY yoad in the Yorth. (This sas the sector assigned to the
J8th by CC=B. On the left was first the 87%h Cav Ren Sqg, and later the 3lst
Tk Bn. Op our right was OC-E of the 9th Armored Divislen.)

Yo sttacks were launched against our positions during the night, but
there was constant probing by "Jerry® patrols, accompanied by sporadic small
arms fire, . _

The weather which had been bitter celd all day with gray, overcast
skles, turned into s cold, drizsly rein about 2200, The ground was muddy end
80ggy, making vehieular eross-country movement almost lmpossible,

Degtroyed Damajed ‘ Killed & Wounded

1nn§mvtm) 1 46-75mm (Prov Pngr) 2
2 e 1V (a/31)
1 46=T5mm (4/31)

THE SECOND DAY

(18 Dee 44 = ¥on)
TR FIRST ATTACK
0800: Nedium small arms fire broke out along on
accompanied by close direct fire from 2 tanks and 1 AG. The tanks created
a "hellish® din by firing into the tress smong
:'ﬁm'fomm ;m tmi ::dm ' rtn.::nlb;u e t?l::".
: m SAvVy troyed a t
rachine gun and tta.mmmmm ri
fire temporarily overshelmed the center platoon of *B" Co, and the plstoon
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withdrew about 300 yards. T/8gt J. P, Revels, the Flatoon Se s quickly
rallied his men and launched an immediate countey-attack, (No reserves were
available to the Ba.)

0845: The impetus of the attack was shifting sgainst the right platoen of
*3® Co, commended by let It. J, H. Higgins, and sgainst the Fngr Co, under
the MM “ m Iﬂ-. '1- Ec E@M.

- "Jerry” appavently was nﬁmm to widen his initial penetratien,
snd was employing a reinforeed infuntry compsny of approximately 150-200 men,

weapons., Horele of the enemy t&upa was exeellent, as indicated by théir
strong, aggressive attack, while the skill with which 1% was executed sbowed
that sessoned troops were involved in the operation. .

7 :

0920: = Contact had been brokem, and the enemy had withdrawn leaving 1 ¥k IV
tank and 1 75um AG behind as burning wrecks. (A/31 destroyed the tank, while
a "basooka® teas frem "B" (o destroyed the AG,)

1130-1239:

 #Jerry" still had not given up the ides of coming through us, snd
again he hit the t platoon of *B" Co and the Ingr Co, this time using

spproxizstely 2 pla of infantry supported by a o« ATk See
from 4/31, however, tock the heart out of the asssult when s ricochet shob
stopped the and loft it burning sbout 25 yards in front of our
lines. The ¥ ntry were unsble to stend up sgainst the merciless

hail of rifle and machine E fire which was poured into their ranks, and
they soon broke and fled, ving about 20 dead,

Beanvhile 4/38 end 5/87 had been having rather a quiet time of 1%,
although one of "B* Trp's srmored cers had put on a real show by knocking
cut & « Capt, Anstey reported this "kill® to me, and described it
with h . Angording to him, the armored car crew were full of “guts”.
They were in a concealed position nsar the boundary of 4/38 and B/87, when
the tank approached the lines st right sngles and ren along a treil
in front of the ¥IR. The armored car then slipped out of position and
started up the trall behind the secelerating in an stiempt to get
closer. At the same moment the Cerman Tk Commander saw the armored cer,
gnd started traversing his gun to besr on the 8, Tt wes a race between
the Americans who were attempting to close, so thet their puny 37sm would
be effective in the M:{"Aehinu heel® (ite thin rear armor), and the
Cermans who were desperstely trying te bring their '88 to bear so as %o
blast these "fools® who dared to attempt to fight a é0-ton tenk with their

1ittle "runabout® and its "pop gun". Suddenly the armored csr had closed
to 25 yards, snd quickly pumped in 3 rounds; the lumbering I stopped,
shuddered; there was 2 muffled explosion, followed by flames eh billowed
out of the turret and engine ports.
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13003 "A* Co of the 53d, commendsd by Capt. J, R, Foster, was atiached teo
the 30th, and went inte position in the line between A/38 end B/38, so as
to relieve "B® Tyrp.

IHE THIRD ATTACK:
1445-17301

"Frauts® apparently meant business this time, for they slashed inte
Higging' platoon and Eclland's Engrs with an estimeted battalion of infuntry
attacking on a 2 compeny fromt, with direet support from 4 tanks and 8 4G's.
¥hile 2 of the tanks and 2 of the AG's sttacked with the infantry, the other
tanks and 40's placed direet fire in our positions from the vial.aii{.:t
WALLERODE, Initial penetrations were secured, and it was oaly the heavy
enfilade fire poured into their assault ranks by the MO Plat of the 38th,
and the divect fire placed upen the support tanks and AG's by "A" and “C®
Cos of the Jlst whieh broke up the attack,

5C" Co of the 3lst had besn rushed to our sector after the first attack
on & "loan® basis, By 1800 1t was withdrawn and moved to the Northeast sector
of CC=R'g defensive sone, where almost ceaseless attacks were being thrown
egainst the 87th Cav Ren Sq and the 3lst Tke.
el

17451  After almost 3 bours of vielous fighting, much of it hand-to-hand,

the "Jerriss® were forced to withdraw, Our lines were still holding, although
severel gaps had been opened und some German pstrels hed infiltored through.
B/87 was pushed into the line %o plug & gap which had been forced Lelween
8/38 and the Tagr Co. -

~ The night was reasona quiet except for the ever-present probing
sttempts by "Jerry® patrols. a great doal of vehicular movement, including
tanks, be heard to our North in the vicinity of WALLFRODE. '88s and,
for the first time, artillery firiag bat concentrations were placing
continual herrassing fire on ST. VITH and roads.

The weather was bitter ccld, overcast, and there had besa snow flurries
during the day. Although the rain had censed shorily after daybreak, the roads
were slick and covered with & thin, oosy coating of mud.

1 ¥ VI Wm 1 40-75mm (4/31) 39 (mee losses for 19 Dee)
4 ¥k IV (4/31) |

1 AG-88mm (A/31)

1 AG-75mm (P/38)
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The only major asssult within the Bn sector

and was directed at *B* Co of the 234 AlB.
could hear heavy sssaults belng lsunched against the

of the line on yuurhz:’::c Germans apparently
of the Division ia the of finding & “soft spot®

it the sawme

« %, 4, Oresne, the

3d Plat.
 Ga

G0, had been missing since the 0830 attack yesterday.

0830:

ing
left
ting
left
In fact, the 24 7lat had suffered

- -
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the center.
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that I combined 1t with

« N, G.Ylnm

heavily yesterday
tize 1 told Higgins to take command of "B*

Lt. Col. Puller direct

readjust the line.
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At the seme time I
the line between Hollsnd and

redesignated as B/168, and
8«3 of the 168%h, to take command

command., )
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I organised
Capt., CO of
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¥e reconnoitered the scenes of yesterday's furious
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The only "Jerries" we
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Those who were not
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as they apparently tried to
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The devastating effeet of enfllade machine gun fire was aptly
dewonstrated along one firebresk in "B® Co's ares. Yesterday afterncon the
"Erauts™ had broken through the line, and had immwediately pushed a platoon
of Faratroopers through to expleit the gap. They quickly dodged down the
the reverse slope, but as they broke through the trees — one of the heavy
machine gun sections from the ¥C Plat (24 Lt, R, E, P, Norenda) on the far
right flank, gquickly traversed its guns and lald down the'break. When the
"Krauts” crossed the open 'break about 100 yards away, they were perfect
targeta... There they lay: 19 Paratroopers stretched out at almost parade-ground

intervals, 5 yards spart, cach Sgldat with at least 5-8 slugs in his chest
or throat.

In the combined aress of B/38, B/87, and the Prov Engr Co we counted
more than 200 dead “"Jerries®. These were within our positions and did not
inelude any who might be in front of the lines. We did count 49 bodies in

front of "B" Co's original position., Also we were able to make our first
identifications:

1. Fa Fis Regt, "CROSS-DIUISCHLAND®™ « the 19 Faratroopers.
(This was unexpected for go far as I knew, The "GROSS-
DEUTSCHLAND™ was & Panger Div - one of the best as it
always provided the guard for Hitler's fq in the field.)

2. 164tk VOR and 1824 VOR (62d VG Div) - from shoulder straps
and Soldatenbuchs on various deed.

3. 3d Pz Regt (24 Pz Div) - from shoulder straps and log
books in 2 EO'd tanks.

IEX_FOURTE ATTACK:
1420-1510:

B/23 was hit by en estimated company of infantry supported by a

tank and 2 iG's, A 90mm TD Section from "A" Co of the 814th 1D Ba
had n attached to Eritton in the moraing, and the '90s soon accounted
for the and 1 AG, With their direct fire support knocked out, the
enemy try were unable to stand up against the heavy rifle and machine
gun placed on them, and they soon wavered and withdrew,

During the night there was little enemy patrol activity, tlw
well behind the Cermsn lines we could hear such vehicular metivity. Also
& great deal of mortar and artillery fire was laid down behind our lines.

The weather continued cold and overcast, with occasionsl snow flurries.

Destroyed  Damaged PW's Ellled
1Mk V (Sec /8 ? 1 (1818 AT) 249 (killed 18 Dee)
1 46~75z% (Sec ) EBn/lB vG) '

Div ) /
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THT FOURTE DAY
{20 Dee 44 ~ Wed)

Agsin the Pn had & relatively quiet day, although our rear areas
were receiving constant artillery fire up to and including battalion
concentrations. In addition, the "Jerrles" kept searching out the valley
to our rear with "screaming meemie®™ barrages, spparently in an effort to
nmtmliin our mortars vhich seemed to be giving them a grest deel of
trouble.

At 1000, two direct hits from enmemy artillery were scored on the
building in 'hinh the Rear CP of the En wae locsted. This was in s housing
development Tast of the railroed, and this "seroing in® forced l‘{ 5 %,
HeDaniel, the Exee, to move the CP in town to the School House, (When we

first arrived in the area on the 17th, this was the CF of the 106th Div,
and more recently bad housed CC-B's CP. On the afterncon of the 1l8th,
however, CC=B had moved to XROMBACH.)

It., Col., Fuller had established his Fwd CP in a stone house beside
the SCHONBURG road, about 800 ysrds below the WIR, Assisting him, he had
Lt. Col, ¥. L. Nungesser (CO of the 168th Fngrs) and Lt. Col. T, J, Riggs
(26 of the 2lst Engrs). About 200 yards below this house wae an old tanrn,
which functioned zs an Tngr Fwd CP.

¥ed and Rear CP's of the 28th were linked by SCR-300, SCR-510/8CR-508,
and by EF=2 telephone. Communications from the 38th to CC-B were controlled
from the En's Rear CP. ;

. Fwd CP/38 end Fwd CP/Engrs ("The Beer Garden®) were llnked by an
Engr-manned SCR=300 net and by EX«8 telephone,

Contact with the units in the line were as follows:
3/38, 4/23, B/23 == through Rear CP, then direet to cos: SCR-508/SCR-510.
TF BOYER -- SCR-510/8CR=-509; SCR=-300; EE~8 telephone (Boyer).

B/38 == SCR=300 to 2-3/B/38 (Higgins & Van Fradenburg).
SCR-510/3CR-509 & EE-8 telephone to 1/B/38 (Jamiel).

B/87 -- Ren SCR=-510/SCR-509 (Stewart, later Bogers).

B/168 == Remote control hook-up through Fed sr/!aen using SCR-300 or
| EE-8 telephone (Nelland),

4/168 == Same as for 3/168 but no EE-8 'phone (Naker).
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co 10N INF BN (Reinforced):

By now the forces making up the 38th and attached troeops, with
approximate etfectfiw strength reports, consisted of:

In the lines TOTAL: 970
AB(-AT) A/23(-30): B/38(-4T) B/ Mo/Q/38 B/ A/168 » B/23Aa/a/23)
180 120 : 20 80 30 100 80 : 220
1z ms/e
: 30 o
i ' H
In support: :
A/3) 1/8/814 Nortars/38 AG/RQ/38 AG Sec/87  TOTAL
55 3l 40 25 10 E :
Uncommitted troops:  (0/38 had been attached to CC-R on Monday, 18 Dee)
11/8/38 AT/B/38 T0TAL
30 30 60

Thus the total combat troops availsble for manning the. defenses of ST. VITH
from the Bast — after 3 days of action « did not exceed an estimated strength
of 1191, '

ia jor weapons supporting the front line troops included:

Tks (4/31) 11 M4(76mm Gun) AGs (ac/MQ/38) 1 M4(105um How)
1 4(105mm How) : 2 ¥8(75mm How
(AG Sec/87) 2 MB(75um How
108 (1/a/814) 4 M0AL (90mm Gun)
Nortars (Wortars/38) 6-8lmm
ARTILLERY SUPPORT:
At 1030, 2d Lt, Bundy (434th AFA) reported to me as an FO, and
announced that the 434th was now supporting CC-B. This was welcome news,
for prior to his arrival the entire Division had been supported by only gne (1)
Field Artillery Bn ~ the 275th AFA. They were VIII Corps Artillery, originally

in support of the 106th, and instead of getting "panicky® on Sunday had remained
in position and offered their services to the 7th Armored.
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- to
the {=ton, Pvt, J. A. Whittaker, and he would relsy them to Fox. This systea
worked very effectively, and Whittaker di
"know how® that Fox scon %old him to enll the FOC direect. "WHITTAKER, this
is DOY,.." became & familiar call, and it wma |
before T would hear: “DON, this is WRITTAKFR; On the Wayl®

The 46 Plat (let Lt, H, K, Boyd) and the Nortar Flat {lst Lt, . K.
Kennebrew) performed mirscles im helping make up for the shortage of srtillery.
Boyd's normal 3 guns were sugnenied by the 105mm How frem Foster's Tk Ce,
while Kemnebrew's previous training of the Ren Plat in the duties of s Nortar
Plat enabled him to man 6-8ls. When you heard those morters "cough" and their
tubes "whang®, it was very comfortable... Kennebrew's OF sas with Holland,
while Boyd found himself & 'hole just left of the SCHONEURC rosd, and their
reactions to & target were sutomatic, Inevitably they slready were issuing the
fire orders before s rifls company could ecall in the misaion,

b

~ Anstey reported the massing of enemy tanks (estimated company) and
infantry in the town of WALLIRCDE. At 1015, the tanks sterted moving South
then headed towards A/38, with the infantry fannlag out _
ver 10 minules continuous battalion artillery concentrations
were placed upon them, slaughtering the iafantry, burning 4 tenks, and foreing
tanks to turn and fles through WALL'RODE in the directionm of

]

1530: 5 half-tracks, with s captured American M3AL in the lead, dashed into
WALLERODE from BORY, and then headed wnn on the road leading into 4/38's

positions. When they had closed to wi 25 yards of the lines, the Awerican
*track sas des by tank fire from the left (3ee A/31), end "bazooka® teams
from "A* Co asceounted for

* the 4 German *tracks. By placing heavy
cleg vere except
for 2 38 Troopers who weare seriously wounded and taken prisoner. (Men were



15303 Patrols from B/32 and B/87 reported that "Jerry® infantry, estimeted
company of 150-200 men, wers moving through the woods te the right of the
SCHOYBURC road in attack formations.

1540-16151

"Jerry" opened fire with his "burp gums® about 150-200 yards in
front of *B* Co and "B® Trp. uﬂmﬂ.mmﬂu 15 mortar rounds
dropped in the woods behind us. Although we could hear the Feldwebel
"talking it up* among their squads, the "Krsuts® never closed and by 1615,
all firing had ceased,

Arparently ®Jerry" had lnpd that we would éiulm our positicns
by prematurely opening fire, but in this he was disappointed. For 2 days
1 had been emphasising to every mam as ] made my rounds of the foxholes
every morning just after daybreak, that no ammunition could be wasted -
that for every round fired, s corpse must hit the ground; that in woods as
we were, fire should be held until the "Eraut® wes less than 25 yards away,

:
:
I
| ]

All énrln.ztlu night there was _
by motor transport, to our Sorth, to the Northwest, to our front, and South
of us. mmtm.ou&ao vehicles were almost continuous,
and from 0100 to 0330, there was ¢ 1
it sounded as if half-tracks end tanks were laboring up a steep grade.
Remembering my map reconnsissance of this
missions en the 3 mm tral.s which I belleved likely
this traffic (850, 1500, and 2700 yards in front of the lines
slong the SCHOVRURC road betwsen these points. One salve kit
either an amrunition carrier or gase
explosion, then a larger one, and shortly aftersards & reddish glow above
the trees, (This mission was fired at the RJ at 896888, where the road
to WALIFRODE left the SCHOWBURG road, and
SCHLY¥RBACH and STEINEERUCK.)

é

The weather continuwed uumommtthﬂmmthndu,
by nightfall there wasn't a one of us who wasn't feeling the pangs of
frost-bite in our feel and toes. -

Eilled Fi's

1 2/71) 4 Tke (275th 48 3 {a'm Fg Div)
4 $=Trae !UL) or 1-164 VOR, 62
| 434th) Ve Div)
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A1l might leng we hed listensd to the buildeup of tanks and other
forces on all sides of the Pn, while to the Northwest on the front of
the 31lst Tk Bn, heavy tank movement had been heard in OSER and NIEDER
FUNTLS since 0400, This looked like the preparations for s full-seale
e:mmm attack by tanks and infantry, probably along 4 main sxes of
advance;

1. OPTR RHNELS—~WEUNDORF (to isolate ST, VITH from the West).

2. NITDER PMMVLS~-HUNMANGE--3T, VITH (to smash the Northers
defenses, and link up with an advence from WIDELL),

3. OCHONBURG—-3T, VITH (to smesh the Dastern defenses, and
link up with the HUNNANGE attack within ST, VITE).

4o STUINTERUCK=~-BREITFELD-=ST, VITH (to isolate the units
fighting to the Xast of ST, VITH by linking up with
HOUNNAYCE attack within the town).

This estimate of "Jerry's® intentions proved acourate, for b
B/23 wan attacked from the direction of FREITFRID after & 15 minute &
preparation, and by 1200, 4/23 and B/38 were besring the full brunmt of an
infantry attack driving in along the SCHONPURG road. Within the next hour
the entire Bn front was locked in combat from A/38 on the Zorth through
B/23 on the South., At 1400, the 3lst Tk Bn reported that they had been recelving
heavy artillery fire for almost an hour, and that now an estimated infantry
regiment supported by a company of tenks was striking down the SETELL road.

This was Von Rundstedt's "grand slam® play to seize 8T. VITE beforse '
which he had been stalled for more than 4 days; this was his "all out® assault
to smagh the forces which had prevented his Panser spearhesds (already at
- STAVELOT and along the SALN River im the Worih, and well beyond HOUFFALIZE
in the South) from linking up on & Erosd fromt.

After 1300 T was eo heavily embroiled in the fighting within ny
mnmrmtlhodum.rkmlmaarthmlpm. Despite

§

s

East of ST, VITE, and few men
um»rmmmmwm-mnm;mwnw”r
craseless attacks by overwhelming forces of iafentry, supported by heavy
concentrations of Panther and tanke; and alwost unnerved by 5 days

of constant combat with no sleep, little food, snd suffering from frost bite =
were forced to break wp into small groups of 5-10 men each in &n attenpt to
regain friendly lines by infiltretion., I wuse the phrase "still alive®, for
of an estimated 670 men who had menned the lime to the right of the SCHOYBURG
road in the morning (my force plus B/23), there were only approximetely

185 men alive at 2300, The rest were dead or severely wounded.
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1150:  Patrel from B/87 returned with information thet an estimated battalion
of infaniry was advaneing egainst our positions, 2 companies abreast, astride
the SCHOYBURC road. :

1200: FMeavy sutomatic and semisutomatic weapons fire broke out to my left:
along the front of Foster's and Figgins' companies (4/23 and B/38). ,

1200-1315:

"Jerry™ kept up an unceasing series of infantry asssults sgainst
‘Foster and Figgine' left platoon, making strong use of M%, but
their sfforts to break through were unsuccessful. B/87 and Higgins' right
platoon were only lightly engaged. : ;

133035 The expected sttacks ageinst B/B7 and the entire B/38 were launched
in force. T estimated the assault troops to consist of 2 battalions of
infantry, each battalion attacking on a narrow front with 2 companies abreast.

1345-1510:

The "Krazuts" kept boring ia, no matter how fast we decimated their
assault squada. As fast ms we would kick back one assault wave, anotber
would return... It certainly looked as if the Cermars were determined that
they were coming through, but their spirit alone was not emough to sustain -
them against the merciless hail of szall arms fire which we were burling at
them, '

All machine gune were employing swinging traverse znd taking a deadly
toll... Put again and again there was a flare of flame snd smoke (the
explosion could mot be heard because of the general din) as some "Kraut® got
in close enough to heave & gremade into a mschine gun crew or to lsunch a
dresd « (me caliber .50 squad which hithertofore had been
dishing out a 1y hail of fire all along the front, was hit by & %m
which struck the barrel halfway between the breech and the muzsle, gunner
fell forvard on the gun with half his face torn off} the loader had his left
arm torn off at the shoulder and was practically decapitated; while the gun
commander wes tossed about 15 feet avay from the gun to lie there quite still.)

The men were magnificent, and as long as there were targets, their
fire never ceased. Whenever a machine gun was sileneed by having its crew
killed off, other men leaped from their 'holes to take over the gun so that
its devastating fire could be continued. Artillery: we were using it like
moriars, and never before had I seen artillery do such damage with almost
no casualties because of "shorts®. is fast as Higgins, Holland, or Rogers
(new CO of "B® Trp, after Stewart was wounded Tuesday night) called for fire,
T relayed the request to Shamahan (FO from 275th, who had reported to me just
as the noon attack started). Within 2-/ minutes we could hesr the shells
whistling over our heads...

Prankly, T didn't see hov our men could stand up to this pounding
without any cessation and no replacements... 4nd elways there were more
Germsne, and mors Cermans, snd then more Cermans! Where they were all
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coming from, I did not kmow but 1t looked as if battalion after battsllion
pust have been massed up behind the original asssull waves. That's the
only may they would be able to keep on attacking, attackiang, and reatiacking
for better than 1} hours.

(hgain and again the “Jerries” were able to emplace
(sachine gun teams where they could reke our lines, and
(where it was difficult for us to get at them, dgain
(and again T called on "Nike" Shanaban for fir: to wipe
out these guns. Whelever the fire commands, he always
relayed them although he knew I uas bringing down fire
within 50 yards of our men., It was tak s terrifi

credit to &b 25 v had frequen
(in their missions end wide variations in their layings,
and still the rounds came down asccurstely and fast. How
they did 1t so aceurately while receiving missions from
(more than 20 differsnt FO's scattered throughout the
(5T, VITH horseshoe was beyond me...

-

1515: Contact had been broken all along the front, and the Germens had
withdrawn. Quickly T dispatched orders to Higgins, Rogers, and Heolland to
readjust thelr lines, to redistribute smmunition, end to get thelr wounded
out. How much time we would heve I did not know, but I felt that this was
only the "lull before the storm". Von Rundstedt apparently was making bis
guprems offort this day to resstablish the counter-offensive's timetable,
the timetable which we had dome so much to disrupt!

1520: Figgins arrived st my foxhole, snd gquickly we sketched what had taken
place. 'hen he asked for men from the Flat of F/423 which had been our
reserve, I had to tell him that they previcusly hed been used to plug gaps
which were torn inm 4/23's line during the noon attacks.

1545: T heard the "sereaming meemie” batteries go off to our froat, and
for some resgon T "knew" they were coming in on us. I remember yelling,
*Down", and as we slid into our 'holes in cume the worst hail of steel and
screaming metal thet I have ever seen or heard, Back and forth, right and
left, then back and forth, and egain right and left across our positions
came the erushing, thumping, tearing scream of steel followed by steel.
Puge gashes were cut in the logs over our 'holes, and all arcund us we
could hear the erssh and ripping of tree tops and even of trees as the
merciless hall of steel swept and lashed through the forest.

. tgain snd again we heard the anguished scream of some man somewhere
who had been hit, and yet all we could do was cower in our 'holes with our
backs against the forward walls, hoping that we would not receive a direct
hit. It seemed as if our very nerves were belng tornm out by the roots as
the screaming steel crashed around us, coming im with increasing and
ever-incregsing waves of hideous sounds.
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1553_-16@:

Artillery added its din to the heavy “screaming meemie™ preparation
that was being placed upon us, switehing besck and forth slong the front end
corverging on the center of the line in the vieinity of the SCHONBURG road.
After 1600, the preparation definitely was concentrated against the areas of
B/38 and B/27... This time the main effort was to be through us ~- they bad
falled ‘:hr?ngh the centerj now they would try the leftl (®Jerry's® left;
our right.

1619 T could see the Gersan infantry starting to come through the woods,
running & fow paces, hitting the ground, then getting up to run again. This
wes what I had expscted =~ that they would try to charge into our positions -
as the barrage was lifted at the last minute and before we could recover from
the sturning shock of all the steel they had poured down on us... 4&s I called
out, "Heads Upl® and the men poked itheir heads out of their holes with rifles
and machine guns at the ready, slmost simultaneously the awful hail of steel
was lifted from us and into the woods to our rear.

1620-17003

Thiz sttack followed the same patiern as the two earlier ones, except
that there wae close support from tanks and AG's. Although we slaughtered
the attacking echelons and very few "Krauts® ever mansged to crose the logging
road in front of our positions, "Jerry® kept boring in no matter how much we
plled up the desd... Stillle could not foree a breakthrough. One AG which
got within 10 yards of our lines was left a burning bulk with a besutiful
deflection “bagzooka® shot through its side armor, and in front of B/38, a
mmamﬁm the logging road when one soldler with a “bazooka"

. out of his 'hole, ran forward and pressing his tube against the
:::ur-liu, pulled the trigger. ind 3s he fired, he slumped to the ground

Our stubborn stand, however, was beginning te show signs of weekening;
gape were appearing which we did not have the men to fill. Had 1t rot been
for the deadly suppert of the 275th AFA, I feel certain that the "Erauts®
would have forced a gep somewhere... The deadly massed fire that Shanshan
was bringing down waz a little bit more than *Jerry" could stand, and we
could hear the sereams snd eries of his wounded in ever-increasing numbera.
By 1705, the iwpetus of the German drive had been lost, and practically all
small arms firing had ceased except for a few rifle shots when some "Kraui®
exposed himself while trying to withdraw. :

1715 Mortar fire started clumping into the woods around us, and once more
we could hear the "burp-burp-burp® of the "Jerry" guns as they opened up with
assault fire sabout 150175 yards in front of us. As they moved in we could
hear the gutteral voices of their as they "talked it up® among
their sguads. This assault apparentily was to be aimed at Jamiel's Platoon
(left platoon, B/38) in sn attempt to open up one side of the SCHOYBURG road.

LTy



1735s FHeavy tank fire could be heard above the small arms fire fight to
our left, At about this time Higgins called over the radio with tears in
his volee asking where were the TD's? T tried to relay this situation to
Lt. Col, Fuller, but both the radio and 'phone hook-ups with the Fwd CP
were out., T d!d reach Lt. Col. Riggs through Holland's 'phone, however,
and emphasized that 1f we d1d not get TD support to dreak up this tank
attack, T was afrald that some of the Tigers would get through.

1805: Jamiel reported that the Tk Sec from A4/31 which had been covering
the SCHOYRURC road either haé been knocked out or had withdrawn; that

2 Fenther tanks were shelling his foxholes systematically, 1 hole after the
other, with direct fire.

1844t 1 of the Panthers had been krocked out, and the other had withdrawn
along with the German infantry, L

18501 I eallad Lt. Col. Fuller through Holland's 'phone, and reporteds

%0ur lines are still bolding. A few 'Krauts'
got through, but we'll take care of them. I believe
that we can hold through the night, but we must have
relief in the morning.®

1905: Higgins and I were preparing to "sweat out® the night, and I wae
about to leave him at my CP 'hole while I checked the line, when "Jerry"
artillery and "ger-aming meemiea™ started coming in sgain. Once more they
started a sytematic raking of our entire area, and I knew that before long
ve would have tanks and infantry on us sgain., Far to our South (B/23) end
to the Northwest (3lat Tks and A/38) we could h.oar the scresm of steel, as
thoss positions also were subjected to the barrage.

This looked 1ike "IT®, as I told Higgins, and then I directed him
to go to the Fwd CP and acquaint them with the despersteness of our situation;
that 1 didn't believe we could hold back a new assault such as this one
promised to be; that we needed tank and TD support; that we needed reinforceme
and that we neaded them in a hurry! :

1935:  Jemiel called over the SCR-300 in & volece so choked with emotion that
T could hardly understand him:

"C__ D __ I, they've 2 heavy tanks here on
the crest, and they're blasting my men out of their
holes one at & time!

*They're all gone, and the same thing hes happened
on the other side of the road. D___I_, can't you do
something to stop ‘em?®

Even over the radio I could hear the barking of the '88s, and Jamiel reported
that one of the tanks was on the other side of the house in which he was in.
Our position was desperate for we bad not tanks to counter this slaughter.
A1l I could do was use artillery, and T had little hopes of this proving teo
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be more than & nuisance value to Papthers or Iigers.
1945-19551

The initisl concentration was fired by Shamshen, was corrected by an
FO with 4/23, and ther f:llowed by several additional concentratioms but they
had no effect on the tanks. (During one of the corrected concentrations, the
FO with 4/23 was killed when he brought the fire in on his own position in an
effort to destroy the tanks.) ~ :

Puring one of the earlier attacks, Foster who commsnded the tank company,
and the other Foster who commanded 4/23, were both hit by Cerman artillery or
tank fire. The tank captain was killed, and the infantry captain was badly
wounded, h

2000: T ecould hear heavy tanks clanking end ecreaking down the SCHONBURGC road,
behind the MIR end towards the Fwd CP, We shifted machine gun and mortar fire
to the road in an attempt to stop the infantry whom we knew would be following
the tanks., By novw it was guite dark, but still I hoped that if we stopped the
infantry - someone would deal with the tanks in the town, and that we might
be able to heold through the night, At the sames time Shanaban placed all
available artillery fires on the SCEONBURG road from the MIR Fast...

2015-2115:

For an hour we kept the SCHONBURG roed under heavy machine gun and
"bagooka® fire. Although 1 ¥k VI was destroyed, and "Jerry® dead lined the
ditches on both sides of the rosd, the "Krauts® still kept pressing forward
o follow their tanks., We were unsble to stop all of them, and for the ones
we had killed we were paying & terrific price! Ko machine zu2 ner "basooka®
tean lasted more than 10-15 minutes, and each gun already had been manned by
several or mors teams., As soon as one team was destroyed, it was replaced
by other men who crawled into position only to be killed in turn a few minutes .
later. Pinslly I refused to pay the price any longer and directed "B® Co to
hold up on replacing the teams along the road,

2200-2300s _
Einini and Lt. Col, Riggs came up with essentially the same informations
That the Fud CP had been wiped out; that at lemst 8 or Iiger tanks were

in town, and that infaniry were pouring inte ST, VITH. Kiggins had tried to
send a petrol across the road to learn the situstion in £/23 and 4/38, but the
patrol could not make it. He also reported that Jumiel's entire platoon had
hm '19.6 “ﬂ-u

Lt. Col. Riggs and T then reported to Brig, Cen. Clarke, using Shanshan's
PA FDC net, and asking them to relay:

*Hoad cut. At least 8 heavy tanks and infantry
in town. ®hat are our orders?®

About 45 minutes later, we received the following answer:
"To Riggs or Semior Officer present: Reform;

save what vehicles you can; sttack to the West through
ST. VITH; we are forming a mew lins West af tawm # =176



2355s When Gen, Clarke's orders were announced %o the assembled Co Commanders
(Higgins, Rogers, and Wolland), they insisted that their men were not in shape
to launch the attack envisgged by Gen. Clerke. I agreed with them, especially
when Rogers confirmed through his Yaintenamce Officer (then im ST. VITH) that
8t least 8-10 heavy tanks were in the town,

The decision wes mede to "peel off® to the right, carrying all personal
and crewsgerved wearons. A messenger was dispatched to the Mortar Platoon
to destroy their vehicles, but to sslvage their morters snd bipods. Holland
reported that the Tk Sec originelly in support of his company had taken off
earlier in the evening, and it was believed that they had regained the town
shead of the Cerman tanks., Boyd's AC Plat we hdped would have been warned by
Kennebrew whom we understood had escaped from the Fwd CP before it was overrum,
end had gone to the School Fouse to warn Vsj. MeDaniel. FKiggins was to try
once more to get word scress the road to 4/23, so as to te¢ll them what we
vere doing and to direct them to "pesl of f* to the left through 4/38, joining
the 31st Tk fn on their Northern flank across the MALMIDY road.

Rogers had 5 men seversly wounded who could not bte moved., These were |
to be left with an sid man who voluntesred tc siey with them, and in the :
morning he would try to surrender himself end them to & German mediec. (Personally
1 was dubious of this arrangement, but there was nothing else we could do.)

~ Rogers was (o order his Waintenence Officer who bad "B Trp's vehicles
in the RR yards in 5T, VITH to destroy suck vehicles as he could mot man with
& crew, and 1o attack through the town and regsim the lines being formed West
of 87, VITH.

Bigging and T were.to move cut imvediately, working our wmay down to
the right, Informing each Platoon leader alosg the way of what we were doing.
Then we reached Prition's Co, we learnmed that thelr right flank had venighed
and that the PRUM road was cut. According to lst Lt. G. i, Taylor, who was
the genior officer still with the company, the "Jerries" had been pouring
tanks and infantry up the road into ST, VITH and YWestward towards EROMBACH
for more than 2 hours. '

This was the "blackest” news of all, especially since snow had been
falling for more than an hour and gave evary indication of being almost knee
deep by morning, When the column came down the hill, we swung out through
the Grees on sn asimuth of 270°, The progress was slow for the forests were .
-thick, the snow was getting deeper and deeper, and the men were experieneing
diffienlty in keeping up. Of the estimuted 150 men with me, over half were
wounded in varying degrees, and all of us were suffering from the pounding we
had taken all day. Twice we avoided "Jerry" combat patrols by only s few
feet, snd as the gray light of dawn begen to coms up we still were not across
the FITY road. It vas then that I igsued orders to destroy all but personal
vweapons, to bresk up inte small groups of 5+10 with & non-com or officer in
charge of sach group, snd to attempt to infilter our way to our forces figbting
somewhere to the West.
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Destroyed Damsged Eilled

1 Mk VY (4/23 or 8/38) ? 268 (counted on 22 Deec,
2% v (r/38) ty the Medie who

2 ™ 1V (a6/MQ/28) : vas left with "B»
1l ¥ IV {Fngrs) Trp's wounded, 211
1 ac-75== (R/87) were in front of

1 c-28mm (2/23) B/87 and B/38,

‘NOTE: All tanks and i0's, except the 2 ¥k IV's credited to the 40 Plat,
wers destroyed In what can be termed "hand-to-hand” combat: By
"bezookas" st close range, by “daisy chaing®, and in one instance by
a scldier who climbed on the back deck and dropped 2 grenades down
the open turret. ;

THE SIXTH DAY
(22 Dee 44 - Fri)

By morning the full axtent of the price which the 38th AIR had paid
for i1ts stand began to ‘e realizsed. There were no Asssult Sun, nor Hortar,
nor ¥achine fun Flatooms — neither men, nor vehicles, nor weapons. "A" and
"E® Coe consisted each of the Antitank "latoon plus the Co's half-tracks with
their drivers. Of the stiached ¢ s the picture was even "blacksr" if
such wore possible. There was nm, and only 1 Platoon from B/23, e
Trp bad ceased to exist, es had the 2 Prov "ngr Cos. The only *bright spot®
wae at 1200, wher 1/31 was discovered to be fighting with CCeP of the 9th
Armored, with whom they had joined forces after fighting their way out of
8T. VITH, .

Throughout the morning various men worked their way back through the
lines, but their mumbers were pitifully few, and most of them came from
A/38 and 2/23. By mid-morning a composite armored infsntry rifle company
hed been formed, consisting of approximstely 115 men, This compsny and the
2 4T Plsts with their &-57mm AT guns were placsd in pesitiom on the high
ground ¥ortheast of FRONMBACH, vhere they became & part of the force under
the command of Lt. 001-. v’l&ﬂm’ CO of the 3let Tk Bn.,

About 90 other men filtered back through the lines, tut they had
to be evacuated because of wounds and slmost complete exhaustion from their
struggles to regain the lines. The 38th had done its job, end done it well,
but it had paid a price. Those who wore left had only the satisfaction that
they had exacted a price far more terrific from the troops who had ssssulted
their positions in vain for 4 days, and who had broken through on the fifth
day only after one of the most vicious attacks the 7th irmored Division had
ever seen., Dead Uermans actually counted tohlm and it was to be
& rather accurate estimate if we seid Lhat they lost in the neighborhood
of 4=5 times as many killed but not counted, snd 5-6 times as many wounded.
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AT MAND ®R®
17th Tank Battalion




Troops — Combat Command *RM

Although referred to as a Combat Command throughout the

"Narrative Report® (Chapter I), CC-R ~- after 1312 hours,

19 December, functioned as a composite battalion with the

mission of screening the North flank of the Division from

CC-A's positions at POTEAU to include the VIELSALN--TROIS

PONTS road., For this mission it had the following troops:
g,/f:gz. (1 Plat on 19 Desy Co on 20 Dec)
Flat/Ren/8l4

&u Tiayn

1 Sec/C/203
Prov Cav Ir

The units other than the Provisional Cavalry Troop were
grouped together into TF "AVAJO® s while the Troop was known
as TF WANKE,

=18l=



Inocked out tanks < Ceman and American -
along road leading West from ST, VITH (picture
taken from the air in Jamuary 1945)
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¢} Recon Plat See had been posted in LIGNEUVILLE ae road guides, snd were
fired on by an enemy tank when the Germans entered the town between the
time Sv Co/l7 passed and the fiesr Det wes due to arrive. Only Sgt Bruno
escaped and he was not able Lo rejoin the Bn until 7 days leber.

During the night G/17 was ordered inte AECGH to outpost Ho/CC-R.
Aotmthmtwmmmtm,mmtwnﬂmm
were plated upen the tosn from the North, with s few flares. Enemy Tke
awmmmmammmymmmuh.mwmm
the Harthern outekirte. Fushing on into town, Co "C" was ordered by C0-R
Yo cover their withdrawal., DBn dispatched 3 L Tks from "D® Co to evasuste
5v Cofl7, which was saved exeept for 1 ges and 1 mwso truck destroyed by

18 Deoabers _'

Retween 0300 and 0400, G/17 was forced to pull back to the woods
South of the reailroad vhere A/17 had taken ;ehnring positions, DBeing without
infantry support (there was none with the 17th Tk Bn), *C" Co felt it could
not hold the tomn ay longer without teking prohibitive losses. (3 Mediups
were 1ot while in town,) _

Co *C" went into position, fae wtwdm‘mthfmhtef
"A® Co, Two Flate/D/17 were up "A® and *C* Cos, with some
of the I Tks filling in gaps between the Yediums, (2 L Tks from "D* Co
previously had gone into position on the RECHY--DR BMVELSER HEIDE Road,
and West of "B* Uo, to protert the Bn's rear.) The railrosd embankment
was an ef feabive TV cbstacle, foreing the enemy Tks to attack through the
underpass, while the German would have to eress open ground, ‘

¥hile moving into pesition "D Co's Tke hit a trescherous bog
which mired 4 L Tke so completely that they could not be recovered, snd
the enemy who by then had built up a 1ine slong the railroad ebaniment
foreced the sbandorment of salvage cperstions, During the esrly morning
hours B/17 reported the nolses of treffic including tanks along the
BORN--RECHT Road. Around 0500, a ik IV or V dashed through the underpess
and headed for "(" Co's position. In the ensuing fire-fight, the Cerman
tank wes destroyed but not before it had Mmocked out a Medium from "C* Co,

the enemy was observed ta_bumnmmmsmmm,

raging in the ST, VITH direstion, while the 275th APA Bn in positiens nesr
OBER F¥MELS was firing almost without rest in support of wval



the only available srtillery, The Division Artillery had not @rived
in the ares, and the 17th Tk Bn did not have sny ¥0's,)

{ At 1600 b;h@; wes g@mﬂ wmm gﬂ Mmtc::y
yx commanded East). on the r was outpos

1 c/:ﬁ while A/17, on the left rlulvh 2/c/38; m’u Figt was sent

~ to B/17 on the Southern flank,

Around midnight several strong combat patrols Infiltrated inte
the Bn area, and before they could be driven off, 2 Mediume (C/A17) had
been destroyed by Pgmserfeists. MNext morning 4 enemy dead were found within
10 feet of the tanks, One man's ID card showed him to be from the ,
1st 25 Ps Oren Regt (lst S5 Pu).

12 Pecepbers _
Just before dawn Tuesday morning the ::g Btry (275th AF¥A)

to a new and less exposed firing position. To replace this
guns had been sited for direct fire vhen not engaged on nomm
l(liuim, a-nbau/wmmhmnp-rmuzuam&
During the early moming hours Sgt Buffington, 7, went out
on a patrol to the East and found several enemy ery pieces, well
csmouflaged, sbout 2000 yards from this new road block.

(At 09500 Cpl Beals' squad, AT , killed 6

their half-track. Under cover of the heavy mist then

the Germans had sdvenced to a building sbout 10C yards South of the rosd
block - apparently on reconnaissance,)

During the night there were constant noises of tank moven
around HECHT and BORN, After daylight s many as
chserved moving behind RECT, and at the sam
to move Arty into the town., /17 destroyed 7 enemy vehicles, but 3 Arty

eces did get through, Before they could go into action, however, Lt Olson
Flat Ldr, G/17) had called for Arty fire which he directed on the enemy
Arty, destroying it. The concentrations "not only knoocked out the

enemy artillery, but alsc knocked down helf the

to Lt Goodman (C/17). Tyus fmr the Cermans had ettirdy upon
mortars and A0's for thelr support fires, and the 17th Tks had rec

no enany artillery fire,.

Although the 17th Tk Bn was sssigned 't.o CC-it, the nearest units
and He were those of CC-B in 5T, VITH, CC-R, after forced t¢ evacuate
cat

§

it
:
i
g
i

ST+ VITH to pick up I, Col, Warren, Actg @
Wemple's CP, When he arrived, he brought the
1312 hours (19 Dee), the 17th Tk Bn had been released to CC-B,



Bath on the

"turp guns®, 1's, and
vehiocular movement in
*D* Co,

and

constantly stabbed at the lines of the
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Orders from TF JONES to send *D® Co to
185w

*B* Co to GOUVY
'G‘&lﬂﬂhhmmMMHﬂ,%hﬂmﬂm
thst Bn be held in mobile reserve not to be committed without his permission,

Accordingly, 17th Tk Bn went into position nesr GQURTIL.



2. Desenters

176h Tk Bn (-A & Flat/C/38) resained in ass area, vie
QURTIL and BOVIONY; on "alert status"; no contact with the enewy.

22 Decsmbers .
At 0300 Bn @ received orders to move the Bn immedia to
KROMBACH and report to Brig Gen Clarke, (/CC-B, Under conditions which
have been described as "snowing like Hell and black as piteh®, the Bn
moved up via MALDINOEN, BRAUNLAUF, XROMBACH, Co "O" (e AIB,
left with TF JONES, (At daylight /38 was ordered to join

As It Col Vemple gives the story:

"¢ couldn't contact CC-B by radio but finally ruised the Jlst Tk
Bn, Lt Col Erlenbusch, who sald: ‘Come into town, have HEBEL (It Col Wemple)
report to CP', There I got the situstion: "We have evacuated ST, VITH and
taken up & line on the high ground to the ¥est. There wre serious gaps in
the line,!

&

*I £elt I should £ill the gaps without waiting for dispesitions
and so plssed my strong '8' Oo between 'B' and 'C' of the Jlst, with 'C' Co
on the right flank South of the 3ist' L Tks. (We had sbout 20 Mediums,
3%, and 12 Lights at ¢ time,) 'D' Co was sent to HINDERHAUSEN teo

marned listening posts for the tanks, AT guns along the railroad embaniment
and the road to the South — sbout 100 altogethar, 'B' Co was %o tie in
with the Ammd Div on right, ¥aj Dailey talked with the 5-3 of the
th Armd Arad and made an agreement that the high knoll at
827849 be the ti -

"After dark the 0 gmans sdvanced slong the railroad and knocked
out an AT 2 tank came down the road but wes forced to withdrew under
fire. In the meantime the enany penetrated inte KROMBACH by an unimown

by were fired at the

A 'sy cur A0's backed down the road to MAIDINOEN firing in fromt of them
: %o thelr front. At
the same time Eneny armor was heard in the vieinity of NIUNDORF, 'BY Co
reported horse-drswn artillery to their front in the direction of ST, VITH,
and a heavy contemtration of enemy in the same direction -- alsoc movenauts of

, ween 0200 and 0300 'C' Co fired on
‘an enay tank, hitting the turret and foreing it to withdraw."
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23 Decembers

Early in the morning orders were given for the 17th Tk In to
vithdraw, "B* (o was to be the rear-guard covaring the withdrawsl of
all the forces, "C" Co leading, started down the rosd to KNOMBACH st
0730 It tried togo through a portion of the town but one Tk was hit
by an AT gun shich had gotten inte the town during the night,.and it
becane necessary Lo route the withdrawgl South of KRONBACH eross-country

over soggy ground,
Turning now to B/L7, and Lt Harding

*The Co had been ordered to piok up oubposts and sll the infatry
it could on its withdrawal, The first tenk in the colum bogged down in
the soft ground, OSmoke was called for, and the Arty threw both smoke and
wiite phosphorous into KROIBAGH, concemtrating on a ehurch ~tesple which,
it was belleved, was being used a8 an eney CP. The unit mmnaged to get the
first tank out, but three others bogged dom. While trying to get ene out
we recelved AT and S/A fire. The Bn
and the rest of the tanks

¢
|
£
|
E

"B' Oo went on
of the road where the preceding units had assebled, The tanks had only
been in the area for a short time when snipars cpened up,
-officers weare hit. This was about 0900, Some of the foot troops made &
fast reconnaissance of the area and reported that enany tanks were
epproaching from the Lasts The Bn Undr ordered the units to move out ==
;ﬁﬁamiﬁm "B' Co pulled out after the other units with 25 to

foot troops hanging on esch tank. They went through two towns with
the infartry continually firing, and there _ ,

"The Co got into & clear reorganised, and went on to NARTZ

(msenbly areca West of the SALX), rmu :

A check up found that the men on the cutside of the Tks included infantrymen
;?mﬂm:?mh Piv, the 23d, 38th, and 48%h Inf Bre, and engineers from the

Aocording Yo L4 Mueller (Flst Ldr/B/17)1

mww-mwmmw-mmmm,
front and backs There were so many that we couldn't bring our puns to
bear. But the infantry kept firing from dll directions with everything
they had: BAR's, i.l's, carbines, They msy not
kept 'Jerry's' fire down, There wamm't any fog, and visibility
but the rosds were aliock se Hell, snd it was s problem to keep the Tks from
sliding onee we got back on the roads,"

~187-
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*The original intention as laid down by the 0.K.W.
was to thrust forward with Sixth 55/ Panser Army towards
ANTWERP from the area MONSCHAU--LOSHEIM, crossing the
R MEUSE between LIBGE (K4723) and WY (K2217), Fifth
" Pangser Arny had the task of thrusting towards BRUSSELS
via NAMUR (J9611) and DINANT (Q 9888) with the objeot
of protecting the left flank of Sixth 57 Panser Army,
In order to provide defense against the counter-attacks
which were expected from the area RHEINS, SEDAN, and
CHARVILLE, Seventh German Army was to take over pro-
 tection of the Southern flank of Fifth Panser Army
between NEUFCHATEAU and DINANT, About three days after
the start of this assault, by which time it was estimated
that the Allies would have sent forces from the North to
‘the new battle area, Fifteenth Geman Army, @dﬂ‘ command
of General Von ZANGEN, was to attack towards MAASTRICHT
with a reinforced Corps group which was to be commanded
by General BLUMENTRITT from the area of SITTARD (K6763).
This thrust was to oross the R, MEUSE and link up with
elenents of Sixth S5 Panser Army in the nelghborhood of

TONGRES (K4045)«*
— Directorate of Tactical Invmigaum,
British War omm, ¢ German Counter-Offensive




The Final Flan:
¥When the Cerman Offensive was launched on 16 December
1944, the plan for the thrust by Fifteenth Carman Army was
abandoned so as %o concentrate all available troops with
Sixth S5 and Fifth Panser Armies. The missions of the two
Panger Armies and of Seventh German Army, however, remained

unchanged,
German Order of Batiles
"o
(P2, MCDEL)
Sixth 5 Penger Army ~— _Fifth Panger Army ~—  _Seventh Amy
Elms Fifteenth Army
¢ LXVL Corps LIII Gorps
246 V3 Div 18 Vo Div 5 Para Div
326 VG Div 62 V& Div
LIVII Corps LVIII Pg Corps LXXXV Corps
277 V& Div 116 Pz Div 70 V¢ Div
3 Ps Gren Div 560 VO Div
135 Pz Corps ILVII Pz Corps LXXX Corps
1l 88 Ps Div 2 Pz Div 352 Y0 Div
12 58 P3s Div Pz LEHR Div 276 Vo Div
3 Para Div 26 V& Div 22 VG Div
12 V3 Div
L1 .53 Pz Corps in Reserve
2 5SS Pa Div 11 Pg Div
9 S8 Pz Div [, RESERVE

15 Pg Cren Div

9 Pz Div

Pulwrer Escort Brigade
Fuhrer Orenadier Brigade

e %_AM: "Bw,



“Our Forces holding west of St VITH reported that they
were in contact with elements of six Cerman divisions, on
22 Decenber. With the arrival of II S5 Panser Corps, *tresh
from its assembly area, the pressure our forces became
too great and a p'mai retirement was made from the twon to
the west, permitting the enemy to pass II 85 Panzer Corps
through to the VIELSALM area.”

do, Pe 18,

"On 21 Decanberess7 U.5. Armoured Division, together
with attached troops, withdrew west of 5% VITH in face of
attacks by 9 S5 Panser Division, the Fuhrer Escort Brigade
and two Volksgrenadier Dimim!. Positions were héld west
of the town but east of the R, SALU."

w— ss Ps 13,

'Onaznlembu- II 8S Panser Corps, with 2 and 9 S8
Panzer Divisions, finally succeeded in wuting ST, VITH
from 7 US LmraﬂDivinim which fell back %o the north-
west to gain better defensive positions.®

——= Headquarters Twelfth Army Group,
Ofﬁae of the Aui:bmt Md.‘ ef Staft, G—Zs

"Decamber 22...Model... shifts now from insensate
assault upon the 'shoulder' to stratagem and wile; he moves
elements of the Sixth S8 Panzer Army heretofore in reserve
to the west to 'beef up' the GCerman drive through 5t. Vith
and the vallegys of the Ourthe and the Ambleve.”

— Hanson Bda@lin, 'Gur ermm Bsbtle:
The Full Dsrm" ow York Time in
15 Decanber L




COMMENTS BY FISLD-MARSHAL XEITEL AND COLONEL-GENERAL
JODL OR THE ARDENNES OFFENSIVE

"The failure of the offensive is to aseribed to the following
reasons in order of importances-

{a) mmmmwmwmma
areoured units and hindered a breakthreugh in depth inte
the MEUSE area.

{b) Tougher resistance than expected of, in themselves, weak

Us 5o troops, especially ia ST. VITH (the troops occurying
the SCHNEE EIFEL in our opinion could have held out longer),

{e) The inadequate training for sueh an attack of the leaders,
Mmum,wminwormmwm.
especially the Armoured Divisions.

(@) The widespread shortage of transport means, especially
heavy prime movers (tracked). .

(@) The enemy superiority in the air which made itself folt
in particular in the major fizhtinz of 2, December.

(f) In the uniform and promptly applied operational messures
taken by the Allies.

¥e do not belleve, with the troops and material then at our
disposal, that the Supreme Command could have done anything better as
it saw the situation: The Operation was fundsmentally one of surprise,
and %o this extent we believe it was a complete success. Perhaps one
or other exagzerated measure for the ensurance of its secrecy may have
hanpsred the proparations for the attack. JBut such things have to be
taken for better or worse, as solely in cemplete surprise did the
chance of success lie. That this chence could not he exploited lay
in the reasons cited above.*




COMMENTS BY FIELD MARSHAL von RUNDSTEDT, GENERAL d Pz Tr
von MANTEUFFEL, GENERAL d Inf BLUMENTRITT, AND GENERAL

KRUSE ON THE ARDENNES CFFENSIVE

Reasons for Failure:

1)

2)
3)
k)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

10)

2 :

General Plan —- "The plan far too ambitious for the available
forces, ammnition and fuel. There were not enough troops
to form a second wave of Pz and Inf Divs to consolidate
the attack, or to secure the flanks.## The basis of any
plan should have been to execute a turning movement from
the SOUTH (whether to LIEGE or to ANTWERP) and for this
purpose, the Southern Army (5 Pz Army) should have been
specifically strengthened. The decision to concentrate
the main strength in the Northern Army (6 SS Pz Army)
was a fundamental error which unbalanced the whole
offensive."

--Yon RUNDSTEDT

Speed of Allied Counter-ileasures.

Superiority of Allied Air Forces after 25 December.

Shortages in Initial Manpower and Reserves.

Terrain. -

Inasdequate Equipment.

Limited Mobility of Artillery.

Shortage of Fuel.

ST, VITH -~ "ST, VITH fell later than proposed in the original
plan. The delayed capture influenced the operations in that
the left flank of 6 SS Pz Army was left isolated even more
than before."

The BASTOGNE Crisis — "The holding out at BASTOGNE slowed down
the attack operations and finally had a decisive effect on the
whole operation. Owing to its holding out and blocking many
good road commnications which could otherwise have been used

to bring up reinforcements, difficulties on the Southern flank
were certain to arise."

EYTPACTS from Document C.S.D.I.C. (U.K.) G.R.G.G.330(e), British War
nffice, dated 1 Aug 1945, THE ARDENNES OFFENSIVE, pars. 199-260.
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Sunday, December 31, 19LlL

GERMANS STCPPED BY WORN DIVISIONS

American Veterans of lMonths
of Fierce Fighting Hurled
Back Into Battle

Seventh Armored Division Hard Hit

ON THE BELGIAN FRONT, Dec. 30 (AP) = They are all singing
praise today for soldiers of the Seventh Armored Division —-
those often orphaned waifs of the Western Front who have
been bounced from Army to Army and had their noses bloodied
at almost every turn.

It was the scrapping Seventh, slung swiftly into the
breach when the German spearhead was stabbing deeply into
Belgium's side ten days ago, that put the brakes on the
armored plunge and finally split the German penetration,
forcing the enemy to fight a two-way battle., The boys sat
grimly there alone in the St. Vith sector, taking a terrific
mauling from a half dozen German divisions —— denying them
the use of that vital road junction, keeping them partly
cut off from supplies and never letting them relax a moment
to fight elsewhere.

Often their own supplies were cut off. Sometimes
they were sliced into separate segments by attacking armor.
But they ploughed through the enemy lines to reach supply
dumps or traveled back rocads at night, Vhen individual
units were isolated, they formed deadly bands and wrought
havoc among the German forces until able to rejoin the
main body.

Now commanded by Maj. Gen. Robert W. Hasbrouck of
Kingston, N. Y., and boasting as its most famous man,
Lieut. Will Rogers, Jr., who is a popular platoon leader,
the Seventh has fought under four Armies, British and
American, during its four months in combat. It fought
through Chateau-Thierry and the Argonne Forest, encircled
Reims and captured Verdun.

Consistently Mauled

Somehow the Seventh always got hurt. The latest
big wound came late in October, when it was forced to hold

a2 thin twenty-five mile line in the Weert sector of the
Netherlands and had to face the brunt of an over-powering
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German attacke

On Sunday, Dec. 17, it got word to come quickly.
Swiftly it split into two combat teams —- one headed by
Brig. Gen., Bruce C, Clarke of Syracuse, N. Y., and another
headed by Col. Dwight A. Rosebaum of St. Joseph, Mo,
General Clarke's crew struck inte St. Vith and Colonel
Rosebaum's covered the rear and north flank, Both promptly
became fronts,

Officially, the Seventh was ordered to hold the St.
Vith sector for two days. It held for five, despite all
that six surrounding divisions could do.

Although officially they scrapped almost alone without
outside help, the Seventh's troops actually accumulated one
of the most savage little army of soldiers ever seen on any
front -— straggling survivors of two semi-slaughtered units
who had fought viciously back to that sector. They formed
a semi-circle front, fanning eastward around St. Vith,
which forms the hub of a road network. Slowly the German
power crushed all around the Seventh,.

Even back where the division's supply center was
set up, the Germans came by the thousands. Col. Andrew
J. Adams of Auburn, Ala,, was in charge of the supply
trains -- long lines of trucks carrying food and ammunition.
He was assisted by Lieut., Col. Austin A. Miller of Hunting-
burg, Ind., as quartermaster. Everybody turned in and
manned a defense system,

From almost every command post — normally far
behind the combat line — combat command leaders could
look at the battle a few hundred yards away at any time.
Finally, after the fifth day, the Seventh was relieved
and ordered into a "rest period".

That lasted only a few hours. The boys went back
into battle elsewhere,

Newest Armor General

General Clarke, who coached wrestling at the
University of Tennessee and Cornell, is the Western
Front's newest armored-force general. As Colonel and
commander of a combat team of the Fourth Armored Division
coming across France, he spent more time behimd German
lines than in front of them,
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The youthful tank expert, who is looked on by
Lieut, Gen. George S. Patton, Jr. as one of the most
outstanding combat team commanders in Europe, won his
promotion to general by an end run through France on
the flank of the American Third Army. His combat
team raced across Brittany to contain the U-boat base
at Lorient. Then he turned east and fought to the
Moselle river. His crossing of the Moselle with his
combat team under fire to sweep around Nancy and cause
its fall is considered a classic of armored warfare,

—

—— New York Times, 31 December 1944,

"Weather Edition", pe. 4:1.

(This story on the 7th Armored Division was
.part of a 2-column feature on three divisions:
1st Infantry; 7th Armored; 80th Infantry.

In the "Late City Edition", which is on file
in libraries, the 2-cclumn feature on the
divisions has been replaced by a 2-column
by-line article by Wes Gallagher, entitled

"2 Week Offensive in West Reviewed",)
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FOE'S STRENGTH
VINIVIZED,
SETBACKS CAME

e s S o it

Writer Analyzes
German Breakthrough

By Wes Gallagher

WITH AMERICAN FORCES IN BELGIUM. (Sunday), Dece 31 — (AP) —
The great lunge by Field Marshal Karl Gerd Von Rundstedt has
given the Allied High Command its biggest scare of the war and,
for a few hours, came close to delivering a blow which might
have delayed the outcome of the war one or two years.

If Von Rundstedt had reached Liege he might have destroyesd
not only the American First and Ninth Armies butthe British and
Canadian forces as well.

Intelligence Maps Faulty

His place of attack was chosen carefully; his troops were
gathered secretly on a 50-mile front from the Monschau Forest
south to Trier,

In this area which served to cloak his 1940 drive through
the Ardennes at the same spot, Von Rundstedt assembled at least
twenty divisions, including most of his crack armored units.,

Allied intelligence completely failed to detect and
evaluate his movements. On the day before his attack American
intelligence maps carried only the names of five worn-out infantry
divisions in the area from the Monschau Forest to Trier.

This failure was one of the great contributing factors
to German success. Another was an attitude which had grown up
among the Allied officers, from the field to the high command,
that the Cermans were beaten and were incapable of a great
offensive.

"Reconnaissance in Force'"

On the morning of December 16, the Germans struck. They
sent out twe spearheads, one led by the First SS "Adolf Hitler"
Panzer Division south of St. Vith, the other by the Twelfth SS

"Hitler Jugend" Panzer Division north of St, Vith. These were
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what the Germans called '"reconnaissance in force", They were
heavily armored combat teams designed to hit a terrific punch
on a narrow front and go as far as they could,

At the same time the Germans ordered local attacks all
the way from Monschau to Trier to divert attention from the
main blow,

These two combat teams of two panzer divisions met with
unexpected success, They burst through the thin American
defenses and in the first 2, hours the spearhead to the north
had made a salient ten miles wide and six miles deep, The one
to the south of St., Vith, executing a pincers move to the north,
had gone almost as well, penetrating five miles on a five-mile
front, '

Local attacks to the north of Trier also found a soft
spot in the American lines in the direction of Bastogne.

St. Vith Key to Drive

Through these three gaps Von Rundstedt put on the
pressure, The next day the north and south spearheads Joined
"just east of St, Vith, making one salient 12 miles deep and
20 miles wide,

The road junction of St, Vith was vital to the Germans,
who made a determined effort to take it, butthe Combat Command
of the Seventh Armored Division under Brigadier-General Rruce
C. Clarke, of Syracuse, N, Y,, had reached that Belgian town
in an all-night race, and put up fierce resistance with the
aid of regiments which had been overrun by the Nazi thrust,

This was the first of the famous stands of sheer
courage that delayed the Nazi rush and, in the long run, saved
the situation.

December 18 Critical Day

The third day, December 18 was the first of the critical
days. The Twelfth SS Division, plunging northwest on the shortest
route to Liege, ran head—-on with the veteran American First
Infantry Division rushing south., The meeting came just south
of Butenbach, and the First with another American division, as
yet unrevealed, on its left flank, halted the Twelfth SS, at
least for the moment.

Von Rundstedt knew that he had to race west and then turn
north faster than American divisions could be sent into the line
running due west from Butenbach to the Meuse River., It was like
rushing along opposite sides of a fence, trying to get to a gate
at the end and through first.
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The -American strategy was clear, it was right out of the
rule book. It was the job of the Allied High Command to keep
the American Armies' Liege flank from being turned and to
channelize the German effort due west. FExactly the same sort
of race was in progress on a smaller scale in the south, where
the United States Third Army was throwing up a fence.

Once the German offensive was channelized to the west
efforts could be made to halt it or let it run, then try to cut
it off with a flank attack.

Fortunately, the Ardennes area did not contain any key
cities nor any great quantities of supplies, and Von Rundstedt's
advances gained little of military value. Every mile to the north
toward Liege was worth 10 miles to the west.

18=kile Advance

The First SS Division on December 18, began a real race,
tearing 18 miles west over mountain roads, then trying to turn
north at Malmedy, Stavelot, and Stoumont, in the Liege direction.
Here they met another American division which had raced south,
and another fierce struggle ensued,

The next day Eisenhower threw in more troops, and so did
Von Rundstedt, but the German Marshal was greatly handicapped by
the failure to take St. Vith, where the United States Seventh
Armored Division still held out, although virtually surrounded.
The division was an island of resistance in the heart of the
Nazi drive, splitting it. The same day, December 19, another
Nigland" of American courage appeared, It was the 10lst Airborne
Division and other units which were rushed to the front in trucks
and met the Germans at Bastogne for an epic defense,

Another crack American airborne division, the Eighty-Second,
raced into line just west of Stoumont to make the first effort to
blunt the First SS Panzer Division's westward drive,

Patton Builds Flank

In the south from Luxembourg, General Patton threw up a
flank defense composed of elements of the Fourth, Ninth, and
Tenth Armored Divisions, and the Fourth, Fifth, Twenty-Sixth,
and Eightieth Infantry Divisions,

In the center of the Ardennes breakthrough there was
nothing to halt the Germans, and in the next few days armored
combat teams drove 50 miles into Belgium, almost reaching the
Meuse River between Namur and Dinant. These were only armored
prongs, however, and gained little of military value,
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Von Rundstedt had to turn north to get at the American
and British supply bases and deal an all-out crippling blow,
Time was precious. Every hour gave the Allies time to push
in men,

Knock-Down, Drag-Out Brawl

December 20 was the most critical day of the offensive.
Von Rundstedt had poured in new panzer infantry divisions and
made a "do-or-die! effort to move north.

The struggle ceased to become a matter of high strategy;
it became a knock-down, drag-out brawl. Only American Doughboy
courage stood between the German panzers and a great military
victory. And the Doughboys held the gates to Liege against
Hitler's prized war machine at Butenbach, Malmedy, Stavelot,
and Stoumont., At night-fall the German dead were piled in
heaps and German war machine wreckage burned brightly in the
Snow,

First Drive Beaten Back

On December 22, General Patton started a drive from the
south to relieve the surrounded 10lst Division, and around Stoumont
American attacks started to hammer back the Germans into a round
salient.

At the same time the Seventh Armored fought out from
St. Vith and with other elements pushed back the exhausted
western elements of Von Rundstedt's men,

Von Rundstedt's first quick drive to grab at the rich
prize of Liege had been beaten back with some broken fingers.
The Nazi Field Marshal needed time to regroup for a new effort,
and went on the defensive. He threw up an armored ring around

the Belgium bulge and a rugged defense to Patton's drive from
the south.

Within this ring he now is planning his nextmove and
Juggling his forces. Adverse weather again has come to his aid,
cloaking his movements, v

That is how the battle now stands.

* W I ¥*

= Richmond Times Dispatch, 31 December 1944,

Pe 1:8.
(This article appears in more detail in New York

Times, "Late City Edition", 31 December 1944, pe 4:1)
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STATTON Baomnsms

Richmond CG{PANY
Virginia

(The following news-cast was received at Radio Staetion W R N L, Richmond,
Virginia, 2 March 1945.)

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS, U.S. ARMY,

YANK COURAGE MARKS SAGA OF ST, VITH

WITH THE SEVENTH ARMORED DIVISION IN BELGIUM: == Up in the hills
of the Ardemnes Forest in Belgium, around a town called ST. VITH,
the 38th Armmored Infantry Battalion of the Seventh Armored
Division, aided by other elements of the Seventh, blunted Von
Rundstedt's drive in this sector, and 'though The Bulge expanded
to the south of them, they held on until ordered to withdraw,

Thrust into the line after a long road march, the
Thirty-gEighth dug in quickly in the frozen hills one mile east
of ST, VITH to meet the German drive., Considering the confusion
caused by the badly mauled units retiring to reform, it was a
difficult job expertly done. Directing operations and reorganizing
scattered soldiers of other units were Lieutenant Colonel Wm. H, G.
Fuller, Columbus, Georgia; lajor Donald P. Boyer, Jr., Richmond,
Virginia; and Captain Quintus Fredrickson, Aurora, Illinois,

From then on the Thirty-Eighth fought stubbornly,
bitterly contesting every inch the Germans gained, When one
defense line would become too precarious, or when tanks would
occasionally burst through the thin cordon of defense, the
Thirty-Eighth would not break and run — they would bring their
guns and rifjes ably into play once more and halt the desperate
Germans who were searching always for a weak spot.

For six days and nights, the infantrymen fought the
Nazis during a situation so fluid that, when groups became
isolated, they were able to infiltrate back to friendly lines
to take up a fighting post once more, When vehicles were knocked
out, men hung onto the available vehicles and returned to hasty
assembly points where they formed into fighting units again.

Command Posts were moved rearward only when in locations

far past the Army's definition of untenable., One company Command
Post burned as enemy artillery rained heavily around ite... The
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besieged personnel pressed 2 half-track into service as the
Ccommand Post and pulled out from under only when direct machine
gun fire forced its withdrawal. "Jerry" fired armor piercing
shells as the half-track raced a mile away to set up operations
again. Captain Walter He. Anstey, Providence, Rhode Island, whose
A" Company's Command Post was thus fired, personally led his
company through enemy lines twice, and when the order came for

a general withdrawal, he still had the major part of his company
intacte

One night a Panther tank rempaged through when the
Battalion had retired to a point just outside ST. VITH. The tank
fired point=blank into the building where First Sergeant Alvie
L. Davis, Magnolia, Mississippi, and Corporal John J. Tomko,
Trenton, New Jersey, were giving firing orders from Headquarters
Company's Command Post. They were anhurt but the adjoining
room was demolished.

At KROMBACH, two miles from ST. VITH, where another
defense line was set up, German tanks and infantry surrounded
the Battalion Command Post. The command retired to a cellar
when the shrapnel flew thick and fast from all directionsees
The Germans were so close that Sergeant Ellis D. Vaughan, Utica,
Mississippi, scuffled with a "Jerry" in the darkness of an
upstairs roome

German troops were close enough to call for the Command
Post personnel to surrender. The group knew that they were
surrounded, but they refused to accept the offer, Instead,
although three-quarters of a mile behind the German lines, Major
Alvin MeDaniel, McComb, Mississippls Corporal John L. Bohm,
Bayside, Long Island, New York; Private First Class Alfred Pe
Curdao, Staten Island, New York; First Sergeant Davis; and
Corporal Tomko worked their way back to friendly territory in
the fog of the early morninge.

Observing two German tanks lumbering over a small
bridge, Corporal Cox (Battalion Headquarters) reported the fact
and in a short time "Lucky Seventh® artillery plastered the
bridge and demolished it. The German tanks were stalemated,
and the Thirty-Eighth escaped the immediate dangers

The Thirty-Eighth Armored Infantry fought in a sector
which the Seventh Armored Division held three days longer than
ordered to by Supreme Headquariers... Four Nazi Divisions and
one Brigade were stalled at ST. VITH, and the whole continuity
of Von Rundstedt's drive was destroyed. TWhen the order came
for a withdrawal on a wide scale, it was done in an orderly
manners,
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WITH -THE TTH ARMORED DI- | sniow and St. Vith and von Rund-
VISION OF THE TTH ARMY, in |sfedt with the pick of the German
Germany. — After 10 months, the|[army, panzers and panzer grena-

sth- Armored (Ghost) Division, |diers and planes and tanks,

which. “haunted” the enemy from| Ordered to hold for two days,

‘Normandy to the shores of the Bal- | the Tith dug in and slugged it out

tic. awaits its redeployment in the f’o"l” “five, bluntmg the impetus of

semi-nostalgic state which exists | the1oe’s push for Liege and break-

wlierever- soon-to-be-parted vefer- 'ng g “the continuity of his drive.

ans assemble, Hffer‘fa short rest came the retak-
Its commanding general, Maj.| g of St Vith.

Gen. R. W. Hasbrougk, its officers| Tnen, as part of the Ist Army,

and its men can reminisce on & the duus:qn raced out of the Re-

bioad scope encompassing every- | agen bridgehead and tore Ger-
thing from classic armored drives | Man rgmstgmce to shreds, covering
to bitter unarmored-like defenses 140 miles in four days. The dash
: sucf”as ‘that at St. Vith. ended with the capture of the great

Veterans f.hey a.re 25 the Tommy Eder See dam, largest water ca-

who - watched . them barrel down pacity dam in Europe.

Makes German Panzers Quit
from northern Germany to meet Afterward came reduction of the

Rundstedt festified.- Ruhr 2 i
L : : % pocket, whiech it had helped
“There’s the bloody 7th,” he said encircle. Slowly, then faster, it ad-

lg):;:& 1°f C%Iﬁe;?ﬁk‘;'tgpmgh: ‘;‘1‘;‘;‘3 crumbled, ceased to exist. On Aprii

; b———ds. They’ 1etth§hbloodu:f ;t‘-ﬁ:‘ the surrender of a German panzer
- erans, We ;vere i corps, resulsing in the complete
p ;::‘le .I[}.E‘:m Everywhere = ggllapsek t;f the eastern sector of
2 e _ | the pocket.
e 8 v.zele : 'Bth zomeone some | SUlt of the surrender, came 20,302
WS Ay O SO enother, | Prisoners, bringing to 37.383 the
gig:::e. Gf::)atw : was wont to appear ?humg?r. taken out of the pocket by
e division.
almost anywhere it was not ex- un

; mal 2
: almost unconcerned, to a s vanced. Resistance  weakened,
i

16 negotiations were completed for

7th Arm’d ‘Ghost’ Division Fought
With Eight Corps In Four Armies

In northern Germany, again with
the British 2nd Army, the Tth
crossed the Elbe and swept to the
Baltic Sea and a meeting with the |
Russians. On V-E Day it was proc-
essing prisoners of war. On that
last dash the greatest need was for
traffic control over thousands of
prisoners streaming along” the
roads. .

Heroic ‘Box Score’

On its combat route map is the
“hox score” which gives the results.
the job done, but leaves out the
play-by-play account.

The statistician says the division
traveled 2260 miles, destroyed 2653
miscellanecus enemy vehicles, cap-
taring 3517. Xt used 3,127,151 gal-
lonis of fuel. :

Division 105s expended 350,027
rounds; 76s, 19,209, and 75s, 48,724.
Nine DSC's were awarded members
of the division; 351 Silver Stars
and 883 Bronze Stars for heroic
service and 1047 more for meri-
torious service.

A captured Geiman officer sum-
nie¢ it up from his place in a PW
enciosure ]

“We cons;del the American Tth

'Armored one of the five best Amer-

1can divxslons—-—ne;haps the best =

_pected. It fought with eight dif-
ferent corps in four different
armies. 2

Offensively. it battered its way
over mountains and through for-
ests, as well as over plains against
defenders who had the advantage
of well- plepaled positions. Defen-
sively? Well, it is credited with two
of the great stanas of the w2 war . And

Tat, even though armor w\ £1
infended to be a ho]dmg or defen-
SIVE AT, e g

“The finest of the German army
and the worst of nature never
dimmed its spirit or stunted its
power In a combat life which ran
from Aug. 10, 1944, to V-E Day,
May 9, 1945, the Tth, among other
things, took 113,041 prisoners, de-
_stroved 621 armored vehicles and
captured 89 more, destroyed 583
field pieces larger than 50 milli-
meter and captured 361.

The number of enemy dead and
weunded it left on its trail cannot
be estimated. =

A look at the combat route map
of the division shows it went vir-
tually from cellar io garret and

: back again.

A d Joins Patton’s 3rd Army

. After it Janded at Omaha ‘and

Utah beaches, the division joined )
t‘.ln, 3rc Army. General Patton|

10 _éd thie. big “Seven” across the =05 3
fields of Fmgeuaftm the Sl‘. Lo >

_breakthrough. : i

The ecathedral city

of Chart-ms '

- ~0a

Rleims was “hbelated b'y encircle- |
ment and steel columns cut into
Verdun, using the last gasoline to




on enclosures, as & It
urrender, came 20,302 |
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By Sgt Charies E. Campbell Jr

. I

/TH ARMORED DIVISION

ALLED the "Rattlesnake Division" by American war correspondents, who never knew
whera it would strike next, the 7th Armd Div wound up its trek from the Norman
beaches to the Baltic Sea with the capture of 113,041 prisoners. Debarking at Utah
and Omaha beaches 10 Aug '44, the 7th's first objective was the vital road center and
famous cathedral city of Chartres, which it took after four days of bloody fighting. In
its first 21 days on the continent the 7th raced 620 miles, liberating Melun, Chateau-
Thierry, Reims, and Verdun before being forced to halt for lack of fuel. Retracing
ground over which their fathers fought in 1918, men of the 7th were the first Allied
soldiers to cross the Seine in this war. At Melun, they silenced and seized intact
"Radio Paris," at that time the most powerful Nazi radio outlet in Europe.
Forced to wait six days at Verdun for fuel, advance units of the 7th stood up
gallantly under heavy bombing by Nazi planes. Advancing over ground soaked by
many days of rain that also denied them air support, tanks of the 7th attacked the perimeter defenses of Mefz. The drive, on ap-
proaches zeroed in by Jerry artillery, was soon slowed fo a crawl. Transferred before the actual fall of the city, but well after the
resistance had been broken, the outfit was ordered to Holland. attached to the British Ist Army, and took Vortum. With the British
2d, the 7th protected a flank of the British-Canadian drive to clear the northern and western approaches to Antwerp. The 7ih is now
credited with saving this campaign from possible disaster. Outnumbered three to one, they held their ground.

OVING into Germany and making plans for operations with the 9th Army, the division was suddenly ordered to St Vith in Bel-

gium, where von Runstedt's winter offensive had suddenly swelled into_the Battle of the Bulge. Rushed in to fill the gap before
St Vith, the 7th held its "horseshoe" line for five days while the Germans employed a "bouncing ball" technique of attack, probing
for weak spots in the line. Withdrawing only after Allied” armies had been marshalled from along the entire front, the 7th retired
to the new line that had been pieced together, Gen Eisenhower commended the tankers for holding five days when a two-day stand
had been maximum Allied hope. On 23 Jan '45, the village of St Vith was once more in the hands of the 7th.

Transferred fo Belgium for o well-earned rest, the division wenf back into action on 26 March when it broke out of the Remagen
bridgehead as the center spearhead of a coordinated attack along the entire Ist Army front. lts tanks rolled unchecked up the auto-
bahn for five days until finally ordered to stop. The tankmen covered 148 miles, and on the fifth day took the great Eder See Dam.

Next assigned fo help in the reduction of the Ruhr pocket, the division fought on a "one-tank front" over difficult terrain, down
steep defiles which gave the defenders tremendous advantage and made massing of armor impossible. The climax was the surrender
of a complete German Panzer Corps, which collapsed the eastern side of the pocket.

Another short period of rest and assembly was followed by a second assignment with
the British 2d Army for operations north of the Elbe River. This last combat dash ended
on the shore of the Baltic Sea east of Lubeck.

Arriving in the United States on |17 Oct '45, the outfit was inactivated and the story
| of one of the most colorful combat divisions was closed.

RHINE CROSSING featured
transport of 32-ton medium
. Sherman tanks by 26-ton LCMs.




