¥
T

|
i e O e i -




HANDBOOK FOR EMERGENCY BURIALS
AND

GRAVES REGISTRATION BY TROOPS
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Responsibilities. Responsibilities of officers in charge of
b!tﬂ:ﬁuld burials include, but are not limited to the following:
a. ldentification of m:h deceased individual, Securing and
recording any information which will be helpful in later identi-
fying those who cannot be identified on the (See par. 3.)
b. Removal of the remains of deceased battle casualties from
the sight of other soldiers.
¢. Insure that all deceased soldiers are properly buried in
established Army cemeleries whenever possible, reducing
isolated burials to a minimum, (See par 4.)
d, Collection and dll]poultiﬂn of pusunnl effects found on
ﬂuhﬂdynfdtmdmdlm. {Suplr 8.)
rapr.r and cug:llplcln of the location of all
mm nn mp:rntlnn the Report of Burial, (See par. 9.)
ng (0 nearest graves registration
pummml such pl:rnncm dul:mll as will enable such personnel to
make complete and final record of the burials.

2. Search of Battleficld. Careful and organized search of a

battle ground must be made with a view to evacualing all

deceased personnel to established burial grounds. Remember

that defence against enemy fire involves cover and concealment.

The job ufmn:hing the batilefield is made difficult by this

fact. Eug?rnﬁ'urtmustbnmmﬁ. however, to evacuate the
all deceased soldiers,

cx Identi be established 1 different he
a. ty may in many wWays, 1
following are suggestions but are not all inclusive:

| ldu:uﬁmllunup.
2) Identification card.

3) Name or serial number written on the clothing (waist
bmdnflrnmpn-:l::u,mﬂuﬂfihut.:tn}.

letlers or possession of the
(Laundry ma:'ﬁ u:unll:r consist of the last four digits
of the serial numhnru&

(4) E_un.mtnmmd. physical marks or peculiari-

b. fﬂmhtymﬂh&uﬂ:hﬂﬂmﬂfmuﬂmﬂmﬁm
of all of both hands will be taken. If the condition
mmlnl such as to absolutely preclude taking of
ints, a tooth chart is to be prepared. This chart should be
by medical personnel, if present if not, the charn
d be taken by the individuzl in charge of the burial detal.
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Complete information as to scars, tattoo marks, etc., also
should be recorded. .

4. Burial.

a. Remains of deceased soldiers should be buried in estab-
lished cemeterics 1edd by administrutive or other orders.
Isolated graves nﬂhundmh.nhnﬂuhhw
Graves of less than twelve men are considered isolated
Graves should be five feet in depth with one foot between graves.
Details of digging, marking graves and laying out cemeteries
are shown in diagrams on pages 9 and 10,

b. A chaplain of the faith of the deceased should be present
and the last rites prescribed by the faith of the decensed should
be read. This service will be conducted unless the lives of the
burial ?uﬂy are in danger.

e, All personal effects of the deceased, except clot will
be removed and placed in a personal cifects bag on w the
name, rank and serial number of the deceased will be clearly
written (see par. 8). The body will then be wra in a
blanket, shelter half, mattress cover or other available equip-
n'rﬂ::llndhumd. " ke e i

mm ygiene must observed
of diseased casualties or the remains of deceased
killed by or contaminated with any type of gas. In cases of
extreme contamination it may be necessary to perform decon-
tamination before burial is accomplished. A large “G" will be
writlen or marked on the grave stake of such cases.

5. Grave Siakes.

a. Each grave will be individually marked with a m

stake™ approximately 2 inches x 1 inch x 30 inches.
stakes should be at least one foot in the ground. The standard
stakes provided for this purpose are drilled with a hole ﬁuﬂ-
maltely 2 inches from the top, through which a small has
been inserted. One of the identification tags is to be fastened
B ML, 0L st i arit crastintion will be
\ name, number, and organization wi
painted on the grave stake in all cases where there is not an
extra identification tag to place on the stake, after one tag has
been buried with the remains, (This will include civilians,
allied, and enemy dead.) In the case of allied and enemy dead,
deceased ing also
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of battlefield burials 1o have a supply of ithese grave stakes on
; i come exhausted, any wood
available in the area may be used. In addition, bayonets and
markers to insure that

as
cascs of unidentified dead, the word ""Unidentified"™
together with the army with which the dmurvin:.ii‘
known, will be painted in black letiers on the grave stake.

E-Hlﬂ[ﬂlﬁﬂﬂe&l'r Forma 52b, 52¢ and 524 (pa

must be remo fmm;mimpdnrlnhﬂrh!.ﬁ

medical tags should be forwarded to the nearest medical
{ion

of Identification Tags.

a. One of the identification tags (metal) will be buried with
The second iden tag will be wired to the

grave stake. Each ml.lhmdm-:l marhd. Whm

than one indi is being buried at

thmuﬂidmiﬂnumm lnd

gﬂ
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a. Every ution must be taken to secure and protect the
aﬂéc‘"ﬁfuﬂ&mmuﬂ mﬁthwﬁ
nflluﬂiﬁ::rinmqf burials to insure that
of deceased persons are securely placed in a
‘Personal Effects Bag™ and that the name, rank, and serial
number followed by the word “deceased™ are clearly marked
on the bag. {'{h} handkerchiefs, etc. will serve where bags
are not availa
b, In cases of unidentified dead a complete of the re
of burizl will be made and hl&eﬁc‘iﬂﬁ mnﬂ
container with the effects. The bag will be p marked

¢. Government issue p other than clothing necessary
for burial will be assem mlndlunmdm-urlulsllnm

Ll
:

Collecting Company or l.mit supply officer opernting in
ihﬂum-th:mlhntunuuhpmim onal
nﬁnuhwhmprﬁndy 'hlltl'h"l'll.'dl'-'ﬂ-
S S s o et
'l'hnumlium m on the
remains. Perso

to the
nal effects of the which are found at
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rest stations, bivouacs, ctc. will be handled by the graves
registration unit in accordance with. the divisiona: adminis-
trative order. The divisional administrative order should in-
clude directions for assembling E&omﬂ effects bags and their
:"hﬁfrrmnl to the Effects OM at The Eﬂ‘h::ﬂ}hl [g:
arrange for the shipment of um

Kansas City Effects QM in the United Inrﬁmldupnm-
tion.

¢. The personal effects of civilians operating with the Armed
Forces as well ns the effects of allisd and enemy dead will be
handled in the same manner. Bags containing effects of allied
or encmy dead will be clearly marked with the name of the
Army with which the deceased was serving. (Example: British,
French, German, ¢tc.)

"%“ﬂfmmmmnmt be d
a orm u must be prepare
mmdn:pllﬂtuntuulimnl'burh!
mMm:hﬂnﬂmmguﬂmmmhm
location of the place of death will be shown oa the report and
not the APO or station number. Particular attention must be
given to information concerning means of identification when
the identification tags are and to the collection and
recording of all information which may be in determin-
h;idmﬁty,hdudh;lh:]mimwhm remains were

[ 'Mmld:nﬂﬂnmnhunnthm&mhlﬂnd.nrwhnm
identification tags are found, one additional copy of the
ol Huriiill].'l li;llim: hﬂmnihbh identifying h!'um?lj]t.fun be
placed in a glass emply cariridge case container
and buried with the mﬁlmﬂaﬁmwﬂ?ﬂmﬂ:mﬂm
RTH of Burial mdutmg what action was taken.
reference o t I:.ndm h‘?w"mﬁm&
no
obliterated |§; shell heavy or bombs, will
:tcmlch. Map murdhnﬁ if obtainable, will be shown on 1]1:
e. cov burial of gas casualties will be marked
wi:hfmllrp“ﬁ“fﬂu i

,ﬁhﬂﬂhﬁnghnmmmplﬂndlnd by the officer
the burial, the Report of wﬂlhnfmmrdad

to the rs of the graves a;n:ﬂ.}g

in the sector, through the nexi headquariers

the burinl detail is attached. The m.m:lnl'r.'hn

mhmmﬂhﬂhummmﬂuﬂ-

uarters.
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Grave Is 2 L. wide, 6 t. 6 in. long, allow 12 in. between

graves (right to left).
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NOTES

1) Graves to be o minimum of 5 feet in depth.

2) All interments to be made with head in same direction.

3) Marker to be placed at head of grave.

4) Grayes to be numbered consecutively, starting with No. 1
‘at left (standing at foot of grave and facing head) and
following row to end, then continuing with the first grave
at left of second row.

(5) Where terrain or other reasons necessitale excavation of
trench for burial purposes, the remains will be interred
therein in same manner and distance apart as per this plan
(see Skeich “A') in such cases extreme care must be taken
Lo infum marker being placed at the grave to which it

rtains.

(6) In light or sandy soil where excavation will not stand, it is
sometimes necessary to dig trenches to a depth of 4 feet and
then make single excavations | foot deeper (see Skeich “B™),

{7) Care should taken so that graves are in line with one
another both lﬁjliﬂrgliy and longitudinally.

(8) The meridian ( onal arrow) indicating north should be
shown on all plans and sketches.

(9) Separate layout plans should be prepared for each cemetery
and/or bmﬂuplgt.
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