el A

-~
N

e o D

7887 GRAVES DETACHMENT
APO 757

ase papers for an aonrovbd unidentifiable

Attached reto are ¢
‘case which are considered to be of investigative immcriance. Records of
this headquarters indicate these case papers Wore not previously

forwarded to 0QMG fort

UNKNOAN X - 250 St James.

(POC) ST JAMES
| 5 -Ma%

1S NavSf
"™ .7?L4J2:;

S ARy «




T

Be

9.

10,

13.

TS TRATICH CO

o ;‘;.'mf

T UF LE0LATED GRAVE

Name, Renk AN of decadent: i

Organizotion of denucant :}

Meang of identificaiion:

fause of deathiil.u

If isolated zTaved

cs. Frnsexdpticn ci

Loecastion of prave:

Nemes of decedents end location of otler graves in irmmedis ¢ vicinity:

&3 pEy

et repprie of Lowastlpsbion

Deseription and locetion of wracksd or absndoned vehleleg or eguipment in

irmediate vipinity:

Disposition of personal eflects: (Ttondze) Dhuw

If affecte sent to Effects RE

Other pevréinent iafermeticn

5,

insomas Lo furmisted Lye
(Wame t.vie-of soddue

ST N P e x Swm sveps 48 1o

8% )

ot don orblevs, ST T T N

Wames @nd addrssgss of cther persons fomilisw with the caset

Eits )

(over)
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Mem, to: Officer in Charge, Cas, Sect.
Fersonnel Actions Branch, AGD

SubjJect: Reports of Death
1. The following named personal, members of the Air Corps, were

reported missing in action while in flying pay status over St. Nasaire
France, sincc 3 Jan, 1943 by Cas. message no. OLO0 21-5-43

Major Charles C, Sheridan 0-408859 Y
lst Ls. Wm, A, Goetz 0-435765 SR
1st Lt, James B, Clark 0435857

24 Lt. Chas, E, Hoffman 0=728211 G
24 Ls. Rodert L, Hadrid 0-660878

24 L, Hobert ¥W. Smith O=-73728

?/8gt. Thomas J, Reino 13037556 E‘\ﬁ
T/3gt, James ¥, Shelly 130003668 iy

?/Sz%. Jogeph H, Waltars 160007997 ,\“
3/Szt. Merel D, Bradley - 19062629

8/8gt, Merlyn D, Rukes 18084577 X
Sngt. Doneld B, Ruit 17032430 !

Sgt. Arthur Brunnet 13071181

Sgt. Jonathan 8, Land 12012560 S
Sgt. Martin F, McDonald 12059649 G
Sgt. Walter ¥, Runge 36235828 Q

The individuals named above are the only ones of a group of sixty
persons (comprising) six airplane crews of ten members each reported missing
in action over ¥i, Hazaire, France on 3 January 1943 by casualty message
No, 00O 2)=-3=43, whose status has not been resolved up to the present
time. Of the forty-four cthers named on that message, thirteen were re-
ported as prisoners of war and ‘hirty-one are deceaged,

D

/
7 x

2. Hissing air crew report No, 7650 pertalning to the loss of a
"3-17F," ¥lying Foriress bomber, serial number 41-24526, on 3 January 1943,
containg the nsmes of six of subJect personnel and four othera, This ;
plane was loat due to action by enemy aircraft andwas kast seen in the i
water west of St. Nasaire, France, A news repory, attached to ithe missingl
alr crew report, attached to the migsing air erew report reads as follows: !

Vo VT

"Report of crew in A/C $609. Lt. Hystsr pilot, reported seeing a __
B-17 going down Jjust after passing target. This A/C was observed, hitting;
the water with ¥4 and possibly ¥3 engines on fire, The position was ;
vithin 5 miles on course, 2440 true. Two chutes were seen to open
The personnel aboard this plene and their currem® status 1s as follows:

, \. (?#WPVA\)

Pilot, Japmes B, Clark 1/Lt. 0=475887 PDD
Co=¥ Paul Bonton, Jr, 2/Lt. 0-790783 KIA
Nav. Chas. E. Hoffmen 2/Lt. 0-728211 PID
Bomb, Don W, Yusk, Jr, 2/Lt, 0=~727108 KIA
T Gar “homas J. Reino "/ 8g%.,13037536 PID
RW Gun George F. Hall, Jr, 8/Sgt.17033050 XIA
T Gun meriyn D, Rukes 8/ 5g4.18084577 PDD
R Gun Leroy W, Wilder 3/Sgt.39012694 KIA




BT Oun Artlar Prumnet Bgt, 13021181 ¥DD
I¥ Cun Jonathen 5, Land  Hgt, 12012560 FOD
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Lieutenants Bouton ang Luak and Sergeants Hall and Wilder were reported

killed by the German Govermment, Avajlable captured Geman records show

the following pertaining to these men, Sergeants Hall and Wilder are listed

on AV 39/43, U~1126, as having been found dead near St, Nazaire on 4 Jamuary
1943, Lieutenant Bouton ig listed on U«1322 ag having been washed ashore on

9 May 1943 near St, Gildas«le Gromier, and buried on 10 Mey 1943 in la Plaine
Cemetery, Lieutenant Iusk 18 listed on AV 58/43, 4100, as being dead on 3 Jan-
nary 1945.

A map of the southem portion of England and the western part or France show-

ing the route of the flight to and from the target, i3z attached to the missing
alr crew report, The flight left Englang near Portamouth and flew south over

the Nomsandy peninsula to a peint southwest of Nantes, Prance, then northwesat

to the targer ares and then southwest out over the sea and retumned to England
over the water, skidting the mainlana of France, According to this ap, this

Plane landed in the des approximately 85 miles off the coast of St, Nazaire,

3¢ Missing air erew repoxrt No. 6141 pertains to the loss of g B-17F,
Flying Fortress bomber, serial number 41-24517, of which the remaining per-
sonnel listed in paragraph 1 above, comprised the crew, The report contains
the following remarks:

"Above aireraft believed to have gone down in water not far
from St, Nazaire due to enemy action, no further information avail-
able at this station,”

A 3rd Ind, rrom‘Headquartera, AAF Station 107, APO 957, U.S, Amy, dated 14
June 1944 %o o request from Headquarters, Amy Af{r Forces, filed in the
missing air crew report, lists the positions on the aireraft of the crew
members and containg the following pertinent information:

Date 5 January 1943
Placo St. Nazaire

Circumstances Seen to bdow up in air, Believed to have been
by enemy action, No other informstion, 5[0
No, 41-24517,

and circumstances surrounding thefir disappearance under the provisions of
Seetion 5, Public Law 490, 77¢n Congress, 7 March 1942, as amended,

S. On 20 December 1948, this office dispatched latters of inquimy
to the thirteen (13) poraons, who were captured by the enemy following
the destrotion of their planes on thiseraid, None of the replica received
contained any definite information on the flate of subject persons, Howover,
8oms of the replies which deseribe the conditiong encountered on the flight
are listed, 4n part, below:

8. Statement from JohmnB, Elliott, Park Manor, Bobson Park, 57,
Massachusetts, datedq & Januery 1947;

"a, Our group left the station at Thurleigh, England
to bomb the sutmarine bens at St, Nazairs, France. Departure
was around ten in the morning, and we arrived over the target

about noon, We bombed the Yarget UPNIND which I sttribute
to the cause of 8everal of the planes being iost. One of the



navigators later reperted that the ground speed was only 92
mph over the target., The flak was rather heavy over the tar—
get which was the cause our being drowned.

"be Our ship was hit by flak and three engines were knoeked
out, the pilot attempted to stay in formation bui soon fwll behing
the group, We turned back and bailed out ten miles inland from
the Bay.

"e. The personnal mentioned in the letter might have had
the same experience thet I d1d4; 1.e. although I was well overland
when I bailed out, T still blew out to sea, I came dewn in the
water and swam ashore, however I believe that it is pessible that
some of the others might have died in the water. 7The French fisher-
man did pick up some of the boya but other might net have been so
lucky, The Germans reported that they recoverd the bedy of my
navigator, a chap named Green,

' EEEXE.

"o, As mentioned above I believe that the men named above
were drowned or else their parachutes failed to fugction. The
reason for my opinion is this that the Germans in this area, ac-
cording to the census of opinion of those I talked to who were
there at the time; were s fairly decent in their treatment to the
men taken prisoner that day. My personal experience was that they
treated me very well, i.e. they treated me for exposure, dried my
cdothes carefully, etc.

"Are you sure that the loss of alreraft came to only six?
It seemod to me that we accounted for seven or eight ships; that
18 after we got to prison camp and started accounting for the
people there and those known as misaing, * * *n

b. Statement by Captain Frank A. Saunders, 446th AAF Base Unit {RT)
Ianken Airport, Cincinnati 26, Ohio, dated 6 February 1947:

"2+ All bomb groups took off from the various fields and
rendezvoused at Stark Polnt, England. The list of missing per-
gons were all members ef the 303rd Bomb Group which was the lead
group over the target that day., The Lead Group was flylng at
20,000 feet from Stark Point to the initial point and turned
on the bombing run which took approximately eleven mirutes owing
to strong head winds. <At bombs-away these plenss were hit simi]lt-
anecusly with anti-aircraft fire after which they were attacked
by single engine fighters.

"3« I have no knowledge of what happened to the missing
persons listed other than heresay but I was told later that Major
Charles C., Sheriden's plane wes lead plane, second slement, ex-
ploded on being hit by enmemy action. The same happenad to No. 2
plane of the lead element of which I was flying No. S position,
but I have no kmowledge of the names of persons aboard.

"4, I rocieved no report of the fate of the listed persons
from any other persons except for the fact that everyens with whom
I talked stated that Major Sheridan's plame blew up.



"5« In my opinior I believe that all of these men perished,
My reasons for this opinion are that many of the planes exploded
and owing to a strong eff-shore wind even though those that did
not perish from the explosions would have met the samme fate, had
they not made a delayed jump, The resson for the above statement
18 that there wae a 90 mph off-shore wind at 20,000 feet which
apparently drifted all out to sea., It is my belief that all who
balled out without delaying their jump drowned in the Bay of Biscay."

¢. Statement by Charles A. Edinger, 1605 Cumberland St., Pittsburgh
5, Penna,, dated 2 February 1947:

"be We dld not encounter any action, nor did I see any
planes go down on the way in.. At the target the flack was exw
ceptionally heavy, a box barrage at the point of bomb release,
I did see some planes going down in flames and some buming on
the water out in the bay, but, if any chutes came put of them
or not as we were hit about this time and ny Interest turned from
them to us. As I recall, our lo#s was seven, We did not encounter
any fighter attack until after we were hit."

6. A Chronology of World WAR II, a copy of which 18 on file in this
Unit, contains the following account for activities in Western Burope for
3 Jamary 19439

"Franca: Seventy~two B=17's and 13 B-24's diepatched to
reid St, Nazaire, Sixty-eight bombers participate in attack
on primary target. Photographs reveal that this is the most
suscessful rald to date. A hundred-foot square store-house con-
taining toxpedoes 1e demolished and other instellations seriously
damaged, Intense and accurate AA fire and strong fighder opposi-
tion encountersd, Minimum enemy Tight er lesses are 14 destroyed,
18 probably, 4 damaged. Our lesses arve 7 planes,”

7« Avallable captured Gemman records for 3 Januery 1943, currently
on file in this office lists twenty-four persons captured and thirty-two
dead, twenty-seven identified and five unknewns. Of the twenty-four per-
gons captured, thirteen were reported missing with subject personnel on
casualiy messsge No. 010021-3-43; two others were reported missing in North
Africa} and nine others, were not reported missing in aetion accerding to
the visi-cards. According to the vigi~cards, tho original message received
for these nine persons show them as prisoners of wars Bvidently the mes-
sage reporting these men prisoners of wa® was recelved er proecesged before
the missing measage, and the missing message was not posted on the visi-cards,
One of the:lerman records, AV 39/43, 4101, apparently a summary of the days
downings, statest "3 Jan, 1943, 10 Boeings shot dowp over sea, French Coast
at 1145 h - 1305 h. Fate of the crews is unknown", Evidently, the downing of
some of the seven B-l7's were witressed and reported by different persons,
glving the German suthorities the impression that ten planes were destroyed,
whereag, actually only seven planes were lost on the migsion,

8. Counting ten Persons, the nommal crew for a healwy bomber, as being
aboard the seventh plame, the status of whom are resolved, the sixty persons
reported missing in action on cesualty message 0l0031-S-43, and the two fighter

pllets missing in action in AFrica on 3 January 1943, a total of 72 persons
wers miseing b y our ferees on that date, The German records aceount for 32
dead, twenty-soven identified and five unknown, and 24 captured, leaving 16



ettt ——————

bersons unaccounted for, subject personnel who are presuned dead.

9« The foregoing facts show that seven B-17's were lost on the mission
%o St. Nazaivre, France, The route of the flight was over land to the target
area and then out to sea and retum to base over water. No planes were lost
befors the target area was reached. Over the targer area heavy and accurate
antisircraft fire was encountered, following which enemy fighters participated
in the attack and pursued the bombers out to sea, Seven planes were lost.
The remains of foux» of the persons aboard plane No. 41=24526 were weshed ashore
on the coast of Vestere Furope as reported by the Germasng, This fact, plus
the statements of witneasses and the map attached to the missing air crew re-
port, presents conclusive evidence that this plane was lost at sea., State-
Rents received from some of the 13 survuvors indicate that the other plane,
Noo 41-24517 carrying Major Sheridan, blew up over the target area, The
target was the submarine pens and facilities logated on the coast of France,
A strong off shore wind, reported up to 90 miles per hour, was blowing at the
time; and in the absepce of any definite evidence, the finding of the remains
of any of subject persomnnel or plane, 1t is reasonable to conciude that the
persons aboard this plane were blown to bits by the ferce of the explosion
or blown out to sea by the strong winds and drowned before rescue could be
effected,

10. It 1s recommended, therefore, that persuant to the provisions of
Section 9, Missing Persons Act, the foregoing information be accepted as an
offiedal report of death, and that a casualty report be initiated stating
that subject personnel, listed in paragraph 1 above, were killed in action
on 3 January 1945 over St, Nazaire, France, while in flying pay status.

The asystemat will be processed in accordance with Bayagraph 2b, Operations
Bulletin 35, 1945, The casualty report and official report of death will
inelude the following statement:

Finding of Death has been issued previously under Section

O, Public Law 490, 7 March 1942, as smended, showing presumed
date of death as 4 January 1944, This "Report of Death” is
issued in accordance with Section 9 of sk#d Act and its effect
on prior payments and settlements is as provided in Section Y

Station and place of death in Zuropean Area,

John J, MeGuire
Investigator
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Serm, La Vern .. 16046839
Barry Bland
bz L9593
e T
2 Q- lem Div |15 JunP Inforration requested attached.

Pentagon | Ident DBr 49
Liaison Ident Sec
France (Sub)

@ & 1 " s
Sekéﬁiﬁ?’ fgiﬁf7tﬁ
6679 72090

W o R OE m & s e e o S e o om S A dm e P o e o s wr e e e

:

THIS FORM WILL REMAIN PART OF THE OFFICIAL FILE

U. F. GOVEAHMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-—i0650-5

ML e U A+ e e T S L. e B s aL e ke mbim e o P,



Uiceollinneous
Tela 307

5L Loy 49

£97 e
1 Cheob















WAR DEPARTMENT |
OFFICE OF TEE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

QMGYG 293 24 July 1946 W
Tnknowns x-244 245 and k;’ ot
253 (St. James) France - AT
: P W H
SUBJECT: Identif'icetion of Unknown Deceased, kétﬁ\a 0(
A

T Commending Officer ,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas ¢
ATTENTI(N: Personnsl (Officer

1. This office is conducting an imwestigation to determine the
identity of seversal deceesed members of our Armed Ferces, who were
killed when their plane crashed I January 1943 in the vicinity of St.
Nazaire, France,

2. Information on file in this office from ceptured German records
indicates that S/Sgt James I. Gordon, 18051511 furnished the names of
the following deceased members of the crew:

lat Lt. Arthur I, Adams Q=435845
2nd Lt, Michael 1, Libonati 0=726915%
2nd Lt. Wittersen

T/Sgt Dennis C. Hart 20830612
T/Spt Alfred M, Uniom 34200318
$/Sgt Bdward W, Durant 37011803

Sgt Marvin L, Milen 18064116

3. The German report further stgtes that the bodies of Lt. Wittersen,
Lt. adems and T/Sgt. Union were totelly burned.

‘4. Records show that S/Sgt James I. Gordon roenlisted at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansss. "

5. It is requested that S/Sgt Gordon be YofsM@dfAd located and
a statement procured from him in answer to the following:

a. Was he present when the Germans buried the above decessed?
b. Was burial possible for the three bodies consumed by fire?

Any other fects he may recall relative to the orash or the death and
burial of the above crew members should be ineluded.

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

/s/ James C. Mac Farland
Major, QMC

Asgistant.



AFFIDAYVYIT

STATE OF COLQRADO )
COUNTY F DENVER L
LONRY FIELD

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority far admine

istering oaths in the casee of thie charecter, one Jsghuical Sexgesnt .
QCRDOE, ASN T B O 3 , who having been duly sworn accord-

i to law, aos a yas

I wae not present when the Germans burjed the following deceased men:

l1st Lt Arthur I, Adams

nd Lt Michael L. Llbonati
2nd Lt, Wittersen

T/Sgt  Dennis C, Hart
T/Sgt  Alfred ¥, Union
5/Sgt  Edward W, Durant
cgt Marvin L. Milan

Both winge and the tail came off the plane by anti-aireraft fire,

I was told by S/Sgt McGee that he saw T/Sgt Dennis C, Hart fall ocut
of the bomb-bay and he wae told by Lt. Herrington (Mavigetor) that omd
Lt. Libonati (Bowberdier) was killed by & burst of flak in the nose of
the planse,

There was no 2nd Lt Wittersen on the crew, but a 2nd Lt Witterstedder
who flew as Co-Pllot,

I have no knowledge whether buriel was poseible for the three bodies
consured by fire.

I do solemenly swesr that the above statements are to the best of
my knowledge and belief true and correct in all respects,

Further deponent sayeth not.

/m% Lk

JAMES I, GORDON, RA 18 057 511

T/5gt., Squadron C
3705th AAF Base Unit

Swarn and subscribed to before me this _ 2 @ day of ;24?,«.«7 /2 ¥¢

at Lowry Fleld, Coleredo,

Jee hr, A C

a-‘(?J,? g-/




Mem. to: Officer in Charge, Cas. Sect.
Personnel Actiong Branch, AGO

Subject: Reports of Death

1. The following names personal, members of the 4ir Corps, were
reported missing in action while in flying pay status over St. Nazaire
France, since 3 Jan. 1943 by Cas. message no. 0100 21543

Hajor Charles C. Sheridan 0=4085359
1st Lt. ¥m. H. Goetsz Q=4 35765
lst Lt. James B, Clark 0=-435857
2nd Lt. Chas. E, Hoffman 0-728211
2nd Lt. Robert L. Madrid 0=660878
2nd Lt. Robert W, Smith 0=727128
T/Sgt. Thomas J. Reino 13037556
T/Sgt. James F. Shelly 13003668
T/Sgt. Joseph H. Walters 16007997
S/Sgt. Merel D. Bradley 19062629
S/Sgt. Merlyn D, Rukes 18084577
S/Sgt. Donald H. Rutt 17033430
8gt. Arthur Brunneg 13031181
Sgt. Jonathard S, Land 12012560
Sgt. Martin F. McDonald 12059649
Sgt. Walter &. Runge 36235828

The individuals mamed above are the only onss of a group of sixty
persons (comprising) six airplance crews of ten members each reported missing
in action over St. Nazaire, France on 3 January 1943 by casualty nessage
No, 0100 21-5-43, whose status has not been resolved up to the present
time., Of th: forty-four others named on that messaze, thirteen were re-
ported as prisoners of war and thirty-one are deceased.

2. lissing air crew report Noi 7650 pertaining to the loss of a
"B=l7F," Flying Fortress bomber, serial rumber 41-24526, on 3 January 1943,
contains the names of six of subject personnel and four others. This
plane was lost due to actlon by enemy aircraft and was last seen in the
water weat of St. Nazaire, France, A news report, attached to the misging
alr crew report, attached to the missing air crew report reads as follows:

"Rpport of crew in A/C #609. Lt. Eyster piiot, reported seeing a
B-17 going down just after passing target. This A/C was observed, hitting
the water with #4 and possibly #3 engines on fire. The position was
within 5 miles on course, 2440 true. Two chutes wer: seen to open,
The personnel aboard this plane and their currant status is as follows:

Pilot, James 3. Clark 1st Lt. 0=435857 PDD

Co=F  Paul BoWton, Jr. 2nd Lt 0790783 KIA

Nav. Chas. E. Hoffman 2nd Lt 0=728211 FDD ™-
Bormb  Don W, Tusk, Jr. 2nd Lt 0=727108 KIA

TT Gun Thomas J. Reino T/Sgt 13037536 PDD “

RV Gan George F. Hall, Jr. SéSgt igg%zggg %%ﬁ

T Gun Merlyn D, Rukes 5/8et £y

R.Gun Lero?pﬁ. Wilder S/Sit 39013694 KIA

t Segt 13031181 PDD
I G- REGRRRATS L, Syomnet gt 130311 PoD



+

Lieutenents Bouton and Lusk an? Sergeents [Tall and Tilder were reported

killed by the Geruul Jovernmonti avalil=anlc ooptamid German rocerds show

the follewing pertaining to the e ren, Sarv,oants Hall and Wilder crs listed

or. 4V 39/47, U-1126, as having been found dond nooar St. Hazaire w4 January
1M3., Lioeutenent Houton is listod on U=1322 4 hoving been wached wushore cn

9 Hay 1947 near 5t. Gilldas=le Gromier, =nd buried on 10 liay 1943 1y La Plaine
Cometery. Lieutconant Iusk is lictad on .V 38/%7, 410C, as being dead on 3 Jun-
uary 1943,

N

A map ¢f the southemn portion of ITngland and iz vwestern part of Frunce showe

ing the route of the flight to and fron the target, is attached to the missing
alr crew report. The flight left Zn.lund near Portsmeuth and flew coutl over

the Lormandy neniﬁ"ulﬂ to a point southwest of liontes; France, then northwest

to the targer ares and then soutlniest out over the sen and retumed to Znglend
over the water, skitting the mainland of Irance. ace :0rding to this map, this

Plare landed in the des apyrorimately 20 wmiles of? the coast of 3%. Nazaire.

3« llissing air c¢rew report I'o. 6141 pertuins to the loss of a B-17F,
Flying rortress bomber, serial nunber £1-74517, of which the remaini:g psre
sonnel listed in paravraph 1 atove, corprisel the crovw., The report contuins
the followins rermarks:

"aibove aircraft believed to huove pone dowe in water ot far
from 5t. liazaire due to enemy action, no further infomation avail-
able at this station,”

A 3rd Ind. from Headguarters, aill Station 107, A 537, U.S. any, dated 14
June 1944 to o recuest from Headguarters, nrnj Aflr Forces, filed in the
missing air crew roport, lists the positions on the aireraft of the crew
membors and containz the following pertinent informstion:

Late S January 1943

Place 3t. Nazaire

Circumstances  Been to blow up in air, Belicved to have been
by enemy acticn., o other informsztion. AfC
o, 41-24517,

4., 3ubject persomnel, listed iu puragraph 1 above, were presumed deadl
as of 3 January 1944 by the VWar Department following a review of the facts
and eircumstiancez surrounding their disapoearance under the provisicng of
Section 5, Public Law 490, 77th Congress, 7 llarch 1942, as amended,

e On 20 December 1946, this office dispatched letters of inguimy
to the thirteen (13) poersong, who were eaptured b the enemy following
the destruction of their planes on this raid, Ione of the replies received
contained any definite infomation on the fate of subject persors, However,
some of the replies which deseribe the conditions encountered on the flight
are listed, 1n part, below:

a. Statement from John 2. Tlliott, Park Manor, Bobson Park, 57,
Massachusetts, dated 3 January 1947:

"a. Cur group left the station at Thurleiph, England
to bomb the submarine pens at St. Fazaire, France. Departure
was around ten in the morming, and we arrived over the target
about noon. Ve bombed the tlILPt UPAUIND whieh I attribute
to0 the cause of several of the planes being lost. One of +the



navigators later reported that the ground speed was only 92
mph over the target. The flak was rather heavy over the tar-
get which was the cause our being drowned.

"b., Our ship was hit by flak and three engines were knocked
out, the pilot attempted to stay in formation but soon fwll behind
the group. We turned back and bailed out ten miles inland from
the Baye '

"e, The personnal mentioned in the letter might have had
the same experience that I did; i.e. although I was well overland
when I bailed out, T still blew out to sea, I came down in the
water and swam ashore, however I believe that it is posaible that
gome of the others might have died in the water, The French fisher-
man did pick up some of the boys but other might not have been so
lucky. The Germans reported that they recoverd the body of my
navigator, a chap named Green.

* ok k k ¥ ok

"e, As mentioned above I believe that the men named above
were drowned or else their paramchutes failed to fugectiomn. The
reason for my opinion is this that the Germans in this area, ac-
cording to the census of opinion of those I talked to who were
thera at the time; were a falrly decent in their treatment to the
men taken prisoner that day. My personal experience wag that they
treated me very well, i.,e. they treated me for exposure, dried my
ctothes carefully, etc.

"Are you sure that the loss of aircraft came to only six?
It seemed to me that we accounted for seven or eight ships; that
ig after we got to prison carmp and started accounting for the
people there and those known as missing. * kAW

b. Statement by Captain Frank A. Saunders, 446th AAF Base Unit (&T)
Iunken Airport, Cincinnati 26, Ohio, dated 6 February 1947:

"2. All bomb groups took off from the various fields and
rendezvoused at Stark Point, England. The list of missing per-
sons were all members of the 303rd Bomb Group which was the lead
group over the target that day. The Lead Group was flylng a%
20,000 feet from Stark Point te the initial point and turned
on the bombing run whieh tock aporoximately eleven minutes owing
to strong head winds. At bombs-away these planes were hit simult-
aneously with anti-sircraft fire after which they were attacked
by single engine fighters.

"3, I have no knowledge of what happened to the missing
persons listed other than heresay but I was $old later that lajor
Charles C, Sheridan's plane was lead plane, second element, ex-
ploded on bein: hit by ememy action. The same happened to o, 2
plane of the lead element of which I was flying No. 3 position,
but I have ne knowledge of the nameg of persons aboard.

"4, I recieved no report of the fate of the listed persons
from any other persons except for the fact that everyone with whom
I telked stated that Major Sheridan's plane blew up,



"5. In myopinion I believe that all of these men perished,
My reasons for this opinion are that many of the planes exploded
and owing to a strorg eoff-shore wind even though those that did
not perish from the explosions would have met the sume fate, had
they not made a delayed Jump., The reason for the above gtatement
is that there was a 90 mph off-shore wind at 20,000 feet which
apparently drifted all out to sea., It is my belief that all who
bailed out without delaying their jump drowned in the Bay of Biscay,"

C. Statement by Charles 4, Edinger, 1605 Cumberland St., Pittsburgh
5, Penna,, dated 2 Pebruary 1947.

"b. We did not encounter any action, nor did I see any
Plares go down on the way in.. At the target the flack was ex—
ceptionally heavy, a box barrage at the noint of bomb release,
I did see some planes going dovmn in flames and somse burning on
the water out in the bay, but, if any chutes came out of them
0r not as we were hit about this time smd my interest turned from
them to us, As I recall, our loss was seven. e did not encounter
any fighter sttack until after we were hit." :

6. A Chronology of World AR II, a copy of which is en file in this
Unit, contains the following account for activities in Western Eurcpe for
3 Janmary 19435

"France: Seventy-two B-17's and 13 B=24's dispatched to

raid 3t. Nazaire, Sixty-eight bombers participate 1n attack

on primary target. Photographs reveal that this is the most

successful raid to date, 4 hundred-foot square store=house con-

taining torpedoes is demolished and other installations seriously

damaged. Intense and accurate A4 fire and strong fighter opposi~-

tion encountered., Minimum enemy fight er losses are 14 destroyed,

18 probably, 4 damaged. Our losses are 7 planes,"

7. Available captured Germman records for 3 January 1943, eurrently
on file in this office 1lists twenty~four persons captured apd thirty-two
dead, twenty-seven identified and Tive unknowns. Of the fwenty-four per
sons captured, thirteen wers reported missing with subject pergsonnsl on
casualty message No. 0l00BL-S-43: two others werc reported missing in North
Africa; and nine others, were not reported missing in action according to
the visi~cards, According to the visi~cards, the original nessage received
Tfor these nine persons show them as prisoners of war, Evidently the mes-
Sage reporiting these men prisoners of wa® was received or processed before
the missing message, and the misging message was not posted on the vigi-cards,
One of the German records, AV 39/43, 4101, apparently a summary of the days
downings, states: "3 Jan, 1543, 10 Boeings shot down over sea, French Coast
at 1145 h = 1305 h, Fate of the crews is unknown”, Ividently, the downing of
some of the seven B-17's were witnessed and reportsd by different persons,
giving the Gemman authorities the impression that ten planes were destroyed,
whereas, actually onlv seven nlanes were lost on the mission,

8., Counting ten Persens, the normal erew for a he.wy bomber, as being
aboard the seventh plane, the status of whom are resolyed, the sixty persons
reported missing in action on casualty message 010021-5-43, and the two fighter
pilots miasing in action in AFrica on 3 January 1943, a total of 72 persons
were missing b y our forees on that daté;f The German rocords account for 32
dead, twenty~seven identified and five u known, and 24 captured, leaving 16



QUOMT 293
Unk. X-350 263 2} Harch 1949

{St. Jamea} Franoce
A —

KIBJECTs Certificate of Unidentifiability

TO t Commanding Geoeral
Amsrioan firaves Reglstration Command
APO 58, ¢/0 Po r
New York{ New Yotk

i f

1

1. [EBaferenos is mede to letter your headquarters dated
28 January 1949, Swbject: Unidentifiable Remains.

4, Burial Reporits and case papers pertaining to Unknowns
I-250 and X=263, USKC, St, James, have been reviewsd, and in the
absenses of suffiocient evidenos wpon whieh to base identifications,
this Qffice consurs in the olssaxification of these remains as h
id.nm_. )

FOR THE QUARTERMASTHR GUBNE-ALs

T, K, E8YZ RER
Lt, Colonel, MC
Memorial Division

. /&é | by ‘{{i . NJS
._‘. ; . 3 {:’:‘ﬂ_;! ‘. | 3 . .’ | -
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HEADCUARTERS

AMERIC&N GRaVES RIGISTRATION CUBL.ND
EURCPEAN 4REA
APQ 58 US aBiY

25 949

ot Bapee - 250

JECT: Unidentifiable Remalns

TO: The Quarterinaster General
Memorial Division
 Washington 25, D. C.

1. The records pertaining to Unknown X-2%0 __, Plot_P ,
Row 7 , Grave 159 UsiC St. James, France _ have heen

reviewed and it is the opinion of this office that insufficient evidence
is avajlable to establish the identity of this deceased, and that these
remains should be classified as unidentifiable.

2. Report of Reprocessing was forwarded to your office by

letter of transmittal No. 2]24 , dated 27 Dec. 46 . MNo

further information is available.

FOR THE COBMMLMDING GHNERAL:

_/s/Geerge 1 Freeman

/t/lst L QMC
Actg Asst Adj Gen
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HEADQUARTERS
AMFRICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION COMMAND
EUROPELN AREA
APQ 58 US [RMY

REE 293 2 § JAN. 1949
(Date)

SUBJECT: Unidentifisble Remains,

3
=)

The Quartermaster General
Memori-1l Division '
Washing on 25, D.C,

1. The records pertaining to Unknoﬁm X -ga0. ,Flot P
Row _ 9 , Grave _1m9 , USMC —Skn_JoRa8, Franee  have been
reviewed and it ie the opinion of this office that insufficient
evidence is availeble to establish the identity of this deccased,
and that these remsins should be classified as unidentifisble,

2. Report of Reprocessing was forwerded to your office
by letter of transmittel No._ 2124 __, dated 27 Deg. 46 .
Ko further information is available,

FOR THE COMI4MDING GENERAL:

Gmﬁfﬁ{f*‘ LN T

] 1=t IX @,’IC
rd Actg Aset AQj Gen




1. FILE UNDER HO.

2, TYPE OF DOCUMENRT:

4, FROM:

5- TO:

6. SUBJECT:

7. DOGCUMENT FILED

UNDER NO.

Esb

293 - Unk, Fronce X-250 (S5t. James)

SYNOPSIS

Lettor 8 DATE: 10 Sov ,2949

%4
Giry AU, WA, A0 S8, ¢, Hew lork, H,Y,
ldentification of Horld Yar II Teccased

i 7 & 8 15} 5%, here Sylise gl

253 ~ 7 Kuroyearn {Ident, /

ENSTRUCTIONS.,—Enter after the above headings information as follows:
1. File classification under which this cross-index sheet is to be fited,
2. Appropriate term, such ast “ltr,”" “meme,” “1st ind,” ete.

3. Date of Document,

4 and 5. Enter either or both, as applicable.
6. Brief and comprehensive synopsis of the content or subjeet matter.
1. File classification under which the document is filed,

MC Fog
i be oy 391

#6315

CROSS-INDEX SHEET . .. .. v s arne
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f’j’/‘j’ -9’3,1./'.*’.'.-'.‘...% o {___ _,*',«"_;‘;/MJ-

| , Reinterred ~ ° Nov 1948 .
. - G - l U3 y’\ o B .
Lo - I Rt lSlNTERMENT DIRECTIVE
| - Vf ‘HJI.L, uaptain,
68 Cemetery Supt
SECTION A— DIRECTIVE NUMBER DATE
NAME AND BURIAL LOCATION OF DECEASED 35716 00098 |
DAY MONTI'I YEAR
NAME SERIAL NUMB_EI! RANK ARM: DATE OF DEATH
UNKNOWN  X-000250 J
e paY |monti | vEar
CEMETERY ) DISPOSITION OF REMAINS
ST J - AVRANCHES 0| 3504
Fi CODE r DIST. PT,
PLO ROW [ GRAVE " | counrry L CAUSE OF DEATH
Pl 7T |159 FRANC J 6

SECTIGN B— CONSIGNEE AND NEXT OF KIN

NAME AND ADDRESS OF CONSIGNEE | NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN
ST. JAMES, FRANCE

(BY ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER)

- SECTION C— DISINTERMENT AND LDENTIFICATION
NAME SERIAL NUMBER RANK DATE OF DEATH DATE DISTINTERRED
TNTERRE
UNK ==X250 X - 000250 1K 17 November 1942 29 April- 1948
IDENTIRCATION TAG ON ORGANIZATION RELIGION IDENTIFICATION VERIFIED BY
[ REmaINS USA AF
T ] marker UTp VILAS K SORIW%AME
: SECTION D - PREPARATION OF REMAINS FOR SHIPMENT
NATURE OF BURIAL CON
”@ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁmﬁﬁ%mu.Lnnﬂzanzlmmcnﬂms &

MATTRESS COVER, OD UNIFORY MISSING PARTS.

OTHER MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION

GRS NO 1 FORM W/REMAINS.
52 B ] "

MINOR DISCREPANCIES 7
NONE

REMAINS PREPARED AND PLACED In CXORES Lransier—cawe
3 uay 1948 VILAS K.50 RENSON

DATE ol 1 oy

CASKET SEALED BY

VILAS K. SORENSON

EMBALMER (Signature}

CASKET BOXED AND MARKED

All markings, tags and

C.V. MORGANT platas veri.fied by:

DATE 3/5 48 BY |
J fiﬂ?yrwf!hv?&uﬁcmoﬁbﬁm % é‘%ﬁduded and accomplished under my immediate supemsm

PR STy No. 4 of this Di: R
terment Directive which eontains the 8131 Ly, " g

of the persons whose names are typed hededBR(ITS ¢ NATUREOFGI!

1 Prepare sterepan;v-s-por GMC F 1194a for major discrepancies.

A 6 1194




' , ' .
_ AGRC
* FORM NO. 11
Revised 5 Januarv 1946

CHECK LIST OF UNKNOWN

(te be completely filled out and attached to each
copy of Report of Interment WD OMC Form 1042}

Unknown X -250 :
Cemetervs.Wnn.,,.,!r:.ncg..,......,........,,.,,.,,..‘..“
Plot .5 Row ... Grave .109........

1. XESSAKAGCINNN """.ﬁz‘n‘m'&;.'zﬁ‘"""*’“ 1946

2. Place of death ... ...

|Naine ol c!osestloum] [eardinates and letier Prefex, maps)

Sheet. scale and serials used.

3, Remainm&sinterremand...r.apmcaau.ad...tH..,Snbuﬂimtn..ldmmmaum,.frﬁnt
[Name a; organlzation) cm’ rmc.

4. Evacuated to Cemetery by ettt oot e
{Name and organization|

5. Description of clothing and equipment: (if clothes do not fit, obtain size from body measurements).
Clothing Indicate unusual markings
Item Markings Sizes Color  wear, tear, repairs, etc.

*Headgear nm’{ ......... e
type

Ruaincoat ... nane

Overcoat nona

Jadket, Field ..o nong

Jacket. Combat nene

Madckinaw ... NODW...... e

Sweater e JHLD

Jacket, HBT ... noens

*Shitt, Wool, OD .o e v e Temnants of ..

Undershirt. Wool .. . et e et e —— remnants of

Underehirt. Cotton .. ... S . e . nene.........

Trousers HBT .o et srimsiesimsiereerien e e+ o, : nane

*Trousers, Wool OD ... s e et e none

%0000 3 4i P. & Cn., Fulda



& -~
Belt, Web ... pyggu@ o s ot ot e s e oo, :
DraAWErs, Wool ... gQ@Ea@ - - mrmirms sttt oo rams s s - esomtm st et e o
Drawers, Cotton ... SHOFU v e s et 2 e s s 4 2 1 1 eS8 ettt o
Leggings, Wook ..o oo o, ROBG ---oroms e, (Note unusual lacing) ... o B s e e v
Socke, Cotton ..o o . BRI - vt o e s sttt e 1+ o ettt et 0 1ttt 1
*Shoes  (YPE) i BOEUG o - e e

Overshoes o e e o e, s QNI e - vt s i

Web Equipment 115 7.7 RV <9 Y

(Other item) ... remnants. of .electrically heated flying sult ... .
(Other jtem) ..... rm&nh..,nf,...lind....luﬂxu'...‘.g]'.ns.‘...,

*If body is nnde. sizes of these items shonld be computed by measuning the remains.

6. Chevrons or Insignia
{type & location; shidt, jacket, coat, helmat

Shoulder Patch nonse.....

7. Does clothing indicate that deseased was a member of the Ajr. Ground or Naval FOrces e e e
Alr Forces
8. Description of Remains:
Ret.
Age .utd. ... Height §331I0.. Weight .. utd... Descrintion of wounds ......... .. ukd.. o
Bandages or dressings utd - Scars utd

[Lengtt, width, locatlon)

Tattoos .qtd

" (Number, locabion — iliwtrat on sep. page}

Outstanding moles, warts or birthmarks utd

{ves-no; description, lucation)
Sunburn or tan, other than hands & face atd
COMPIEXION it

(Kght, med, dark, clear, pimples, pocks, freckies)

Build utd

{arge, fat, &;:'.mumhr]

Hair ntd.... ..

ﬁ:ir utd...

{baldness, widows peak, dl-ﬁncti\retunlng or other characteristics)




Sideburnsyd... e Mustache .. . . gbd o - Beard or Goatee ...atd

(co]or selling, shdpe‘p icolor, size, shape} i[enqt}-.:m}-a.é.a"\.r”\_;,“ h

Coakd

hqht. mIor extent]

Eyes . .. . .. utd. . Evebrows ... . &

{color, setting, shape] (color, bushiness, extent across nosej

Nose . . utd ~Eare Lo abe e e S

{sue shape, stralqht} (size, set close to or far from head)

Mouth ... .. .. utd . Lips

flarge, medium, small) o VT tsmall, Narge, full)

Teeth . . .. . . Bee tooth ehars

Iwhite, size, uneveoess, spddnq, pohcuble crnwns. f:lhuqs, exiract)

Cutd

. {pr.bmm-énl,”r.ecé.dinq, pni.nl-erll‘ .dlm“pl"e, doﬁﬁ]e] .

Chin . . . . ... .

Jaw w®d. « ... . Circomference of head in indes . ... .. .. ... unkd
(largqe, small, norma.] Ihdt band)

{size, lemgth, shorl, normal, wrinkled) {prominent, noﬁ.l;allm

Shoulders . ot e AFPMS ntd. . .

Ibroad, straight, small, rounded) {length, ruscislar, color)

ntd

lexterl end quanlitv of hair)

Hands . .. .. ... ... .utd.

Fingers .. oo o w8

(scrt, thick, long, sxlender, size of Imul:kie-s mi.slsi.n.;:l finlgers” ﬁr ) 1;ints"]m Commen e

B 7 S

{unusual chapacteristics ol fingernails)

Chest e e e utd

{size of nipples, color, yuantily & extent of hair, large, small, normal)

Back --utd SO Waist . atd ..

lquanuw & extent cf h:.irl {sne ol navel, appendectomv. amountl

............................... ... Gireumeision utd Pubic hair ““ .

(quant:w & color of ha1r| {ves-no) . ”(-co ar|

Hemiaplast‘r .................................................... S e
[¥es-no; local'ion!

Legs - e <

{inseam, umscu!ar, knock-kneed bowed normal, quantity, color & extent of hirir}

Feet - - .. otd . C e o T nﬁ e

{Size, corns, callouses, [lat) [slender, slran'g-hl cmoked overlapl

Evidence of healed fractures - = . .. . . utd

{nose, arms, legs, elc.)



~
“~ -

9. Biack sut parts of hody not received at rem.eter\r: sas attashed Bhll't .

10. Have lingerprints heen placed on Report of Iniermet e -
-0

it net, explain hands ninsing. ..

11. Has teoth chart been prepared .. yod ... If not, explain

Yat-ne

12. Remarks: BliTdacm#.bndh‘fracmed.Eshwgl-ﬂht of remaina 15 Ibs,
Glething charred, ne marks. Re burisl bettle found in grave. Flusrcscops negative,

1 certify that I have persemally viewed the remains of subject deeessed and all resuiting inmformation
has bosn recorded te the host of my haswiedge. W Wf
-

Rehert A, Salvador g~
o

Dificers Nawms

Rank Service

Csatral Identification Polnt

Crganization

s o ] ]

T I




X- 150
stll“ GMP, France
SKELETAL CHART Fietf Rew 7 rave 159

(BLACK OUT PARTS OF BODY NOT RECEIVED AT CEMETERY)

CHART "A"
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1.

Do

4

6.

7

8.

9,

10.

1
43

12

13,

BOSSTH <M G

HRADGIART RS

VAVES MESTUTRATICT CO

APC S5 U5 shalr

REPOPT O DIVESTTHATION nT

——

1A7T..D GRAVE

Nams, Rank ASN of decsdent: UpknownX-250

Orzanization of decedent: < " (Pres; U 8 A éﬂ?

Means of identification;

27 Sept. 1945 1945

U 3 Pareoinei

e

None

Cause of deatLPlane Crash 5. Date of deathBgtd? Nov,1948

1f isoladed grave: a; dute of turialgt .17 Nov,198By whom buried: Geimans

¢. Inscriptica cn narker$2975448 Sergant David Lindsey,26~11-42

Location of grave: See Attached sketch

Nemos of decedents end loeztion of obtrer graves in immediate vicinity:

41 seperate reports of lnvestigation

Deserir.ion end locetion of wracked or abaindcned vehicles or equipment in

irmediate vinminity: None

Disposition of personal effects: (Itenlize)

None

Cthar peviinant informeticn

inlerm owon fumilsied Ly: Mllel.F.daguen . Apngle des Avenmes de la Gare

(Neam sie-of address)

Nemes and addrssses of cther persons famdliar with the cooa:

None

If effects sent to Effects AUl

et des Sorbiers,La Baule sur Mer,France

R L



14, Action taken: Body disintered and removed to American MilitaryCemstery.

15. Disinterrment approved by: _Commmnding Officer, S44th OM Bn,

16 Disinterrment mede by: 2 BORh QM Graves Registretion Co

.

17. Reburiel mde by: £05th N Giaves Registratiom Cempony

18, Date of reburial: 2% Sept, 1945

19+ Place of reburiel: St James. Amrican Military Cemwetbery,

Plot P Row __17 Gra_ve 159

REMA RES

& Note-This is possibly Sgt.Bogumill (Raudmillj due to apperent error
in placing crosses in Cimetire des Allies,See reports of Investigation
for Grave No'd.lo4,103 9105,107,160 and 161 Plot P, St.James CBemetery.
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bersons unaccounted for, subject personnel who are presamed dead,

9. The foregoing facts show that seven B-17's were lost on .the nission
to St. Nazaire, France. The route of the flight was over land to the target
arce and then out to sea and return %o base over water. No planes were lost
before the target area was reached. Over the targer area heavy and accurate
antialreraft fire was encountered, following which enemy fighters participated
in the attack and pursued the bombers out to sea, Seven planes were lost.

The remains of four of the persons aboard plane No. 41-24526 were wached ashore
on the coast of Westem Burope as reported by the Germans. This fact, plus
the statements of witnesses and the map attached to the missing alr crew re-
port, presents conclusive evidence that this plane was lost at sea. State-
ments received from some of the 13 survuvors indicate that the other plane,
No, 41-24517 carrying Major Sheridan, blew up over the $arget area., The
target was the submarine pens and facilities located on the coast of France.,
A strong off shore wind, reported up to 90 miles per hour, was blowing at the
tine; and in the absence of any definite evidence, the finding of the remains
of any of subject personmel or plane, it is reasonable to conclude that the
persons aboard this plane were blown to bits by the force of the explosion
or blown out to sea Ly the strong winds and drowned before rescue could be
ef'fected,

10. It is recormended, therefore, that persuant to the provisions of
Section 9, Missing Persons Act, the forefoing information be accepted as an
officlal report of death, and that a casualty report be initiated stating
that subject persomnel, listed in paragraph 1 above, were killed in action
on 3 January 1943 over St. Nazaire, France, while in flying pay status.

The systemat will be processed in accordancs with Baragraph 2b, Operations
Bulletin 35, 1945. The casualty report and official report of death will
include the following stadtement;

Firding of Death has been issued previously undsr Section

5, Public Law 490, 7 March 1942, as amended, showing presumed
date of death! as 4 January 1944. This "Report of Death" is
1ssued in accordance with Section 9 of said Aet and its effect
on prior payments and settlements is as provided in Seetion 9.

Gtation cand place of death in Zuropean Area,

John J. HeGuire
Invostigator



