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the vivet Mnited Niates Arny Helds & 168 nils frent M
Anhon %o Tusenloury, The Thim Angy 1a on She mﬂt Lonk W &%
Hiath Awny fa on She north flad, The Ml Aray has tires w “&ﬁ
N6 TIT 0 the notth pushing Soward She Noer, the v Ln the aented &
tova the dame thal aontrel $he watere of The Aces snd ﬁ.mm
meaded W 1nJor Generud Troy 'MAMloton holding appsosie Sy a0 ‘ﬁ“
in the guiled Anamuae ssotor. he Snd and oheh Infantry ﬁdmd’“ h s
¥ Corps hold the flani nsavest VITT Cowpa, mnmumﬂ‘“‘ o
oty ressntly Landed th Turdps was Palativaly grosn bl witelod G ooille
the 3p Vetwech $ho ¥ and TIII Corpe Le hald by She 14th Cawdsy growp
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Homs to Whe nlumbest detell ewgileted for Bils atnde, mm
St %o Tesadier 108h meet of our s wns ot An lanedng hie atted,
% thazomzh had bem tie Jrepsrarion St el Masice pewmsiet Sl
Lf smeens !.xwfmtwuy stapped on an wmarkcsd whbons and sbeiled *
down 13t tho town Sho whals vlan weuld robeily mwevdl, OV offisese
had Jolced Shat this attank olin't possiMy teake rlsos bossuss we had B :
had too mach tine to plan ond prepare for 18, Row right Yy were, Little
414 ve knov atb the tiue, 04 how different was 1% to be than our prapeses
-

then Tow onr next sovbet misslon, .
Aboub 1600 160 eoedber Tth A, 7, reesived erders to prepare o
Bove o Vived Amy, VIIT Corpu, ot Pastigne, mmmﬂﬂ

Vould Vegln ot daybresk 178 eoewber, The 0,0, 00 B and O3 Left
stely %o ecntest 0,0, nnwhmwcwu*
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and men during this period, It is typlesl of men vho have been leng i

mmnmtmmuummwuut;mw

tain amount of resignetion, There is 1itile of the impationce snd the
gosaly end rumors which preveil among green troops and vhich was 8o

noticenlle in the training coupe in the United States, particoularly peicse

to embarimtion for oversess. The men seen o accept the faot that thare
is a Job %o De dono and as soon as the details are awmiladle thay will b
Mriafed as conpletaly as the situntion permita,

The S=2 was wable to odfain any mape at Division Hendguarters and
wery litile additional detalls concerning the mission on which we ware
about to emdark, EHe talked to the C.G,, the Chief of Staff and The 02
@84 0=3 ot all thay fad, o vere giving cuty we the alert orier, e
wgmey wes aphasized sgain vhen units vere alerted for immeliate move

Ingtmotions were issuod ostallishing an assenbtly aves Defween

and S, Vith, mmhmumhnmtm;
X M}-“mhmﬁu(“nﬁ“’. mmmdﬂ :
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higher “eadquarters, m-huu.ﬁmmm-amdm
d1d arrive, there was mot mgimtm.tumwu-hu-.ﬂ'
many staff officers and o mmmﬁlmtmmm
=il thelr arrival in the St. VIth ares, Time als was lacking for
peningthemtuﬁthguiduminm;inmp.t.m"
bafore the lead mits passed.

As siated Defore maps were nmot smzme.theu-danmm&.
&eammyma&mthem:tes«fm&mmhnnh;h‘w
Hem of ths troops, a't’th\nﬂanw-i‘amther'nnmlmﬁ
htmﬂdhmhwmﬁntﬁqmmhw. Ye did not
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00 R anéd the arriwl of Tiwiston Artillery ud Suring that tine 88 om
mgmﬁmhnvmmt ﬁohwomﬁ-ﬂu“
of Malnody, The Artillery v then forced to detowr to the west wia
Stavelot, "he "Deteur Foad® wna Jammed with wehicles from other wmita
Loalag to the rear with corplete disregend of road dleetpline snd soen
the Artillery had bean sloved %o o mail s nace, Hindersd by tertuous
mountalin roads, driving Wackout and ancoun tering vond jam after read
Jamy the Artillery erg@t forwsd, Throngheut the night of 17%h « 108k
Deganber tho Artillery's M 7 's orawled toward the rest of the Mvision
whioh even then wna encaged in cembat at St Vith, although dmnied 1%

normal artillery saport,

. SISATIGY % T AP Deoeaber 1944

4% 040 17th Decesber Generel Clarke had arvived at Sagbogne and
Faported to VIII Cowpa, Porm.nmmonumwthﬁm
faolng the Iiret Amy. Gemorl iddleton's orders weve for General .
Mumh&nﬁmwmdﬁmm.._
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withdroving, to the north the 14th tavalry group which was filling the
&= betwemn the V and VIII Corps wes withirawing and liafeon with them
 had Been lost and thelr emect position wnlmown, Mejor Gensral Joness
Cofy of the 106th unged an immediste counterattack to the sash sleng the
5t. Vith-Schenberg road to rclleve the surrounded combat tesms. The enly
contset 106th Iivislon headquarters had vith these conbat teams was Wy
radio and thet wes eporedie, It ves evident that only fast setien would
save those combal temms, vho mmbersd spproximately 8,000 men,

Sy
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CC B of the 9th Amored Division under the command of Brigadies
Gemeral Foge had beon attached to the 106th the previous night Wt wes

wewilolls for halp ns they were committed to o comterattasi to retake
Wintergpal s, @proximately elght miles southeast of St, Vithy in ondes
to regain contact with the 4324th on the south, Realising the ungensy
of the situation, Gemeral (lavke sev thet with the meunting fury of

$he Geman attack, 1f any corrider wes to De opemel W 1o pemslt the

fwo surrounded combat teans to A thdraw, ummuhﬂh
mediately. fadlo messge wes dlspatohal to OC B - them appr 3
_ﬂ'mmmuumumumu




greths ml Tosommelssngs, and vith herdly time to brief sdberdisste
sommanars, :
®ile swaltin the srrivel of his troops, Omersl Claskce st oo
word for bls staff to proteed Immelfiately to his CFe 1n 5% Tith, while
be and hig 5-2 quidkly mepped thelr plens for the comnterattack designed
o rdl leve the pressure on the 42204 m&%mt‘mﬂuw
sidle to open uwp & corrider wvhich would permit thelr withiresml, The
glan was to mttack enet aleng the sxls 5%, VitheSchonberg with twe alwsd
mmrmwm%m'mtmﬁmnlmh*mﬂ“
Iginear platoon in CC reserve. mmtwummm
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tn pordsdon comlete with ammmition but from vhleh the prise sovers had
Secn dotachiod to be utilized Yy the officars snd men to flee %0 ﬁ.m
neoxine of this corplote ladk of flgalyiine and he lose of contral of ~
flosing ne by thelr own officwrs & sitvaiion vie erented vhich mede 18
Lapossiile for the troops of the Canlnt Commnd te gek Inte 8%, Vith in

in tioe o lounah the praposcd stock hofore derk on the 1Teh, As m
Y Medor Sayer, 33 of the Mth Ammored Infantry Rattaliens the o tuatim
wes this: "Ap wo whehofl this ntrsan of traffig dashing te the rome,
semotinas noving at 8 wtonly Doce, nthar timan crmdinet  es we sobched
gone driver pudl cut $0 the lelt and ¥un Amil aeterized dowm the SOLUNR

with his hors Maring in sn offort o get shesd of the wehicles m

hin - 1 reallized thut this wee ot a convey moving to the Peas) 1t we s
st of Yavery deg Tor hingdlff; 1t ws 8 rotroatl

fare would come an ety 3172 wmmwsmmhﬂ__

o or t}m{unm tn it (noet of them barsheaded and hm“i
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Al Gy soxdontely B0 Lowrs on the Tosd frou Yilemlin fo St TR
the Ymecutive mmmwﬂauusm;mcm Quorks and the S,
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BC B eotadlished their 0P, in a school tulldine in the seuthesst sore
ner of 58, Vith, in the same tullding that houssd the C.P, of ﬁ.m |
Mvislon, The 8iAff nubare of 00 3 dmmsdiately went to werk % Ary 8 %
obtein a relotively scourate ploture fram the 106th idvision Officers of :
what s Saking plage. It was cbvious that the shook of the inttlal Ger~
mon Wow had vanerved many of the Staff 0fficers of the 106th and thig
oonpled vith their laok of combat experiemce comsed stafs funotioning .
85 break dowm. AL kinde of rusers were belng spread, mnﬂm
who bad fled from the front, apparently -mummm

#4a2t asetions Dogan to arrive, ani vare oarrying shelr &

b - mille fate the bulladng, MmuMMd
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1m0 atbeck could be made that day.

i e’ Panser Divislon seuih of St. Tithy the other by e

1540 () "t er Jugend® Peazer Tivinion 2orth of Ot, Vith. Those W
heowily armol cosbol totms Cesignad to hit o terwific punch on & DaStow
fpnt and go oe far as they codds Tho Commna c=ll thee "Hocormadgennss
in fores.” Theos combdot Leaws hod met with muexpected sustons ani hed m.
through tho thin smorfiean defoases. In the firgt 34 hours the pesrtesl s
to She north hed wolled beck the l4th Cawalry group and made & sliem®
sgproxisntely 10 miles wide snd € miles deep. The 1068k had lowt contant
with the 14th Cewalry growy and it had spperently ceased to exist as &
fighting orgendzation.

The Cermen combet tesn gpevating to the ssuth of St. Vith was axesuting
a plncers novemeat %o the norih and Lad penstrated sppvexim tely 5 nfles
on a five milo front. It wes this forece that had cut off asd lsclated
the two combat teams of the J08th ‘ivision, So close were these Lroops
to St. Vith thet in the C,?, small ams five could be heard sad She Sight
ing obesrved in the wwods approximately 5000 yunds to the iast, e
staff of the 106th soensd relieved to turn this desperate situstion o
to Gonevel Clarke. IDnsk was Degimuing to settle and it wes obvi

"'-upmm. ot thie tine wae WAL taking




‘besn Surned over to Gememsl Mnmmu

Bo atbontion o the sk of smgmne W might be feelns and sttempt S0
provent them,"

Wile the main colwwm of OF B wes boing held uwp By the traffle jam,
tho O7%h Cowalry Squadron had arrived st Lecht, nerthwest of Ste Vith,

e R o b

Ganoral Clerke imnmedistoly added the squsdron to his cowmnd and e
ite Cu0e the mimeion of covering the morth flamk of 0O R, wpe tnq;
wa attached direotly to OC B and pushed out te the night groued aboud
2000 yards emst of 5t, Vith, *3' Troop quickly establighed contact

h the Gersens,. .kathqrmmthemmthqmw

mnder esalmautomttic weepons' fire from the woods $o their right freng,

e Cu0o quickly moved his men $0 the north of the road and bagan $o seb
wa&d&ﬁwmﬂﬂmﬁﬁh;r@tﬂﬂ%ﬂtm
Mglneer Copery wiich wes digeing in South of the reed, This JFro=
vislonal Company of less than 200 men was all that remained of the 160th
Combat ‘moineer attalion which had fought & desperate delaying actien
all morning between Heuem, sux-mdn.m-llulltlﬂ
Where they were digging in for o fimal “lagt diteh® stand,
&mﬁmwarHMGQ.“ﬂ




* oeme wp nto poettiem,

The 87th Mwmmmmnwumm
northeast of St, u&mammimwammwmm ~
i Co 0s hnd ontablished reaa blocks aaross the Obz~Tumel sest, V4R e

atﬁlmlngwandsmnthom&owat. Vlthmﬂhm*
the milread, The mtmmmmdt&nm*
| Wp of "C' and PAM Ovgope ana g roep in the syuadven reserve, R ' ‘
Only one tank compeny and one smered infentey compeny of 00 B ‘ .
had boen shlc to reach St. Vith by 1630 and thes only YW pysically s _
pushing floslng vehdoles off the road, the ‘moved Infentyy Conpany,
*3" Compasy 2mwd A, 1.8, wns dispetehet south of the tow o mu
& defenvive position bLetwsen “eloenlach, contact point with o0 By “ s
Ammorad Kvislon, and the medinsers on tho north, m-n-m
wwmmmmtmumm move ongh of o
fown and remenforoe e Miineer posttiom, s 1 the fivet
mlu&ummmumm +hen rounded the
Bond in the voad 3,000 mllos, enet of st, n&wm”ﬁ
thm\uunn"mmm with about & @
Mmmu. vith, hmqﬂ:m&‘
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the Zattalion) was attached to CC 3, mm&h“k“*;
directed to place ene Company northeast of 5t, Vith between *38 m.‘
tho milroad Mook of the S7¢h and to take comand of the twoops slvesly
in the line between the Amblove-St, ntmm&.s\.uw
road.

A1l nightccsmmoarmnmytotﬁngmmmnﬂhm :
the congestion on the road between 5t. Tith and Vielsalm, By 160700 the 6
Comibat Command extended in a "U" ghaped are from fmningen on the north
o Velsembach on the south, with the line manned in erder Yy3

i

Mo 1ine wa ro-enforced ky 4/ plsced n posttion Jusk saet of Sty
Vith, e ryemainder of OC B ineluliug Zet Tauk Bsttalion (mims "A%), |
ﬂummmwauwmmmm
m“ﬁn&-h@”nﬁdﬂu“ﬂh anch @

. Iuring the night the officers and men of the 106t B




ummu«man(meeumﬁvmm;
mounted amored infantry conpany of the 23, When the 38th had bem
pessed throuch, ht:areomfu-nntoralmuomm“
"A" and "B" Companies of the J0th snd *BY wreop. The mgineers snd "0
Mafthemwtomininpoduqummm

g

ﬁnammuumdmmmcmmm

The moraing had dawned eold and misty, \dthn].iahimm
ever the morthemm flank, and just bmmmmmmnw
%o dlsclose about 100 Gorman infantry supparted by 5 MK IV meving
against "0" Trogp at Humningen, A% the same time "B* Company of the i
ﬂmh&thuhﬁnﬂynﬁnﬂ:mﬁdbﬂﬂﬂ’tﬂl& *
h“&ntmkmpanim demoral ising, for the "Mraut® m““

i

ing air bureta,
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hend-to-hand fighting, A% Compsxy of the Zst helped step this abtesk

Yy destroying the AC and 1 of the IE IT's, and dieebling the rem:ining

Samic, A% 110 2 second atteck was luunched against the eastern frend

af the fmotion Detween 3/30 and the ingineers, but when & Sask ssetion

m,slaa-mmthemmm-nmhm

asssult soon weakened and died under the mereiless hall of smll amms five

being poured inte 1t at closs range. e
‘idle northers and eeatern flanks had been heavily engaged, ‘.w

egtorn sector (4/87,4/=, and 3/87) had been rather quiet, The culy e= _‘ :

edtement theve had bean vhen an 8 armored car from *B' Trecp destreyed o

a Slaep tank, mm:.:umu.m&mwﬂ

boundary of A/38 ol /87, vhen the Ziger epprosched the lines af Fighd

angles %0 rum along & trall in froat of the MER, numh#

ear, e i3 slipped out of position snd started wp the tvail behind §

Zgex, seoclemtizg n e sttamt to close. At the sme moment the Gee

ma Tenk Comwnder sev the M8, and started traversing Me gm to

| the amorel o, anammhm#”

'h“ummmm-nmh_ :
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with thoss of tho 2% Amorod Infantey, were separated from the vest of e
nattalion, and fighting a desparate nction ngainst etrong combat patrels
pashing wee$ from Potesn, The two Service Cospanies bad epent the night
neay Patit=Thier and wers proparing to move up and jJoln thelr Battalliom
v $hey were sttacked, Using cooke, mechanies, cleriks, and & t.um
ap infantey azd % tanke which bad just been wepsived, the Traing suscess-
fully disengego? and moved to the resr, then south, and finally iato ”ﬁfﬁm}
$lom ot Rrombach, about 4 miles sonthwest of St Vithe
This informetion indicnted that the same tank andl infemiey mﬂ
hod forcod OO B snd the 17th Tomk Zattalion out of Reght during the eavly
gorning hours hed pushed on to bhemthutm&mhw#m
GC B from the rest of the Division, 7o counter this threat, "D mgw
tho Dot ves slaced nstride the Sk Vith-Toteon road sbeut 1000 yards vesh of
Todit. Meamdile Divislon ordered 0O A from Bene, where 1% ves I Pessrwey
vith the orders: :
"It 15 tnperative that you retake Fotes und hald 1448 After 6 b

ﬁmu-nmmrumg. wsmmh“
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'_m The high ground cast of St. mmhmaﬁ,

vith in his first drive, ho e dotomined to toke the town, Through
fis, Vith ron the only sast=west railrvad Detwaen the Rhioe and the Mwm
end 4t was loarned loter thet the ontire-comteroffensive vas based upmm
willizdng the town ae the sdwvance rail depet for Dotk the nfthl‘m“
the Sixth S8 Penser Armies. Alge the network of roads was m for &

#, é'

ploylss the adwancing eolumns of the Fifth lenver Army towrds the w
west 8o as $o ewpport the Sixth S5 Penger Amgy in its drlwe towards u.
and Antwerp. 3

faving fedled in thelr initial attompts to take 56, Vith, armorel spese
heeds were a)iding by on the morth and south and prepering to cut inte $he
rear, loolating the 7th Armored ns they ware to do So Bastogne and Nm
Asborne Division, soversl doys later, o the north Stawelot hed Desngee |

AT, M

epled in foren, and on the south Couvy (o large muyrly depot) and Cherwm
wvere reported to be cooupied. ItmuWnMadm&%
suromnded 422nd and 42700 Oosbet Tosms; it was a question of denying St,
Tith to the Germens and of keeping the Divieien from being eut off to
Teur. If the two Goubat fonns vere to mve thensdlves, they woud

£ight thelr way westward to 5. Vith; ome fateful desision,
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of OC A, willoc at the sane time YA mdh“ﬂm
Battelion hed errived, The ©D Compeny, less 1 Flatoon, mmmuﬁ
Zorth flank: while the detached /latoon was sent to B/23 to pelnfares
Irition'c valnersbleo sowuth flank, “A" Compeny of the 230 relleved 5%
Sroop in the iine esst ofﬁom.htmt)mrdiﬂmhmm.
3" Compeuy of the Z0th and the ™gineers were hit Mm&l
Wttalions of "Jerry® infantry becked up by divect five fvem 4 Sanks snd
8 AG%s, hile 2 of the taike and zctthom'aaiWﬂ.ﬁhmm* P
the other 2 Gedcs and 6 AG%s Tired into the positions Tven the *quw m-‘-
of wllerode.
O Cospeny of e Tlet wes quickly digatohed to $he Shreatensd ﬂb
oy vhore 1% backed wp "A" Compony of the Wt Wy Mh‘l"m
fize on tho attaskors! reaks snd the WppOTt vespons 1o Wilerede, AR ;
oot 28 one ssseult veve ws kldied back, mnother mmﬂoﬁxm
end for elmost 3 hours 1% wes "Soueh and ge®, 'rmwm*
hb&olhahﬂvgawmwcmd‘hﬂﬁ.ﬁ
Heers, vidle "C" Compeny of the 336 was pushed forerd 4o ot

CURLE = e




froute, Tut B0 fariher atiacks developed, The 2704k Aveillery wae
o t¢ fire mumerous niesions in these nroas dnrins the md“
night, :
¥y now 1t was known @at Lmedistdly orporing CC B was & Cerann w
wilth the 16th snd 62nd Volko Grensdlor Tivislons, while nerthencs uu;
in the Fecht-iptesy crea wes at least & Condat Command from the 1t 88
fmser Mvislon, /ilee in tho ares of the afternoon aseault en #3# Come _
posy of the T8, 19 desl paratroopers wesring the inslonia of % w :
Deuteclland® Mvisten hed Deen idantified, o
The Tolloving wes the "bex totel® of kmovn easusltics inflicted en

e gc.,rm.m by CC D, after 1 snd one half dayw of conbats

—— :

1 VI ("ting Moer”) 2 AC=T75mn
M Iv 1M v
lm(“?erdtmnd“)

3 A"T5mm
8 AW Cars

ﬂmmmwmmmmu
'mmnhmmumu’




ws 50 loncer temsblo for the Comdat Comesnd 0,7, 3ad ondered 18 sewed
$¢ Eremdach to the souibwest, azama@xummaﬁ :
Semersl Clarie and $he S0 had resained in S3, "iﬁhhchw'
2t of the 4P, %0 Xrertest, Se arrived at ﬁamkl’.mm
e To0y of the 30th moved kis .0, t3 the scdesl ulldtng in S8, ML
formerly cecupled By the Oombet Comand, Comemiestions and 1““*
eetadl fshed with troope i the 1ive frox the mow G0, and with 02 3 ‘ﬁ
Pth on the rist fask, ter e attask at WW, wlek ws ropalaely e
Simad pelses and (roop movemonts were Meamd, Mut ne further w

At 0930 19 Decander an adtask dawlgvad amsimat GC ¥ merth of Bume
ningen, e attack moved wart and then tomed south, Mfftmlty was
Wunmg. 2o to $he bam, mw:sonﬁwul
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' mﬁmmuummwﬂmw aﬂﬂ

D, widch 114 o megnificet Job 1n mpporting the fremt line Wrews
and in & counter-battery fire, The battalion had only its orgenis fawe

wend o wervers, as the Corps artillery cheervers had left for the resy
during the night of the 17th=10th Jeowber. During the aftesnéen of the
19%h the © O Combat Comuand "3° 9th Amoved Mvision visitel eur CoP. 88
Erombach, During their meoting Gamersl Qlorke pointel out 40 Gememl
Hoge the walmerebility of hle position on the forward eide of the stvege
end the rallroad which ran south from 5t. Vith, Showld sSt, Vith be 1sl,
w!orthommmlmmbounulatodaadmtoﬂuﬁmqnﬂ
Mmuﬁmmumaumummmmm
exoupt through St. Vith, nmwmuccnefhlﬂm-l,“ "
mmmmmmﬁautummmmﬁ,ﬂﬁ
hh“rmtwﬁﬂuﬂcmmﬂnmﬁmw.“
Vith and placed in position to the wost of end under cﬂh“}_
trecks. This movement was agoonplishel vithout Aifffeul QQ 90




ﬂﬂniumm&&&ahmmrﬂn#lthﬂ“ m
Mmomﬂnmhmmm mmm
ws knew tlat ws wers meeting the cream of the Cermen trecpe, At this

tlmtmapnhubmidmtlﬂedfmtholmwﬂ
Folks-Cremadior, 12th 5,5, Paaver Mviston, lst S5, Penser (Alelph
HQer Iivision), Gross Dentsehlond Brigade, 2nd Tanzer Division, 2}
iz our imnellate secter, ALl sammer of r@utammm
ﬂut&:-mwmemlngmpmumnmﬂﬂmm

mmnmnmmthmmkmgmmmmnaﬂ

mu&mem.amﬁx.mm-muhuhmﬂhﬂ

.ﬂ“hﬂm. ﬁeuqmamﬂdhhhwﬂm
i Foche and Swmres, all to owr west, and atmh-hhhhﬁ“
hmummmamnmuhmm
mn-mmnmmmwmmm‘m
muwm-ﬁe—v nwﬁ.”“ﬁ
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MNMbmhMﬂMﬁ_
mmmmwmmumm

mMMMaumMWNMRhﬂmm._,
comsaded by the C,0, of the S14th 4,0, Bn., and aad ite disposttion on the
southom and southwestern flank of the IMvisien, Wu*-ﬁ
oulposts at Choram, Gouwy, Curthe and Deifeld. mmmd”
amn&mm.mﬁmmmmn.mahmu‘
and parts of the 39th A L3, mctmm.mmu.mmmf
& detaciment of the 14th Cawalyry Group, The otrength of the enewy and the
Mﬂmutthﬂhalm&thm.lmhﬁlm#
Yoree Jones, msohmdhwtfrmlmﬁmtmm*
whan he Iivision had Deen in toush about two days. Thie ¢fficer was &
sabed at Gouvy with an assortment of about 350 stragelerss g
eatallldhed & defensive position and seid, “iy God the others
& staying here sad vill hold st all costs.” stone's fores we
mmmm mn-muumbaﬂ




[

of the I and R Plateon 433 reginent (ons of the muwowsdel veglnsite of
the 1068h Infantry) Anflltrated buck through our lines, ‘hen interviewsd
Lisitonant Long stated that the commnding officers had teld them thad The
two regiments were preparing to surrendery wnd that orders were Lelng glwem
for the destruction of thelr mwms and equipment, The troops had been Sl
et any personnal wishing to attapt to iafllteate to friendly Linss ;
gather than surrender were suthorised to take off, These men were SoNd
of those who had chosen to risk retwning and fighting agein %o laying
down thelr arme and surrendering. ccnmumnu_lrﬁhth
the school house at %, Vith, and these men were given vations and sush
other muyplies ne they noeded and a well deserved rest. During the nlgd
of Aot - mm.umnunmm-um.ﬁmnm
put beck inte the line, ummmam‘mmmnm
tho 1ine, thelr enfimsisms wes high, and subssquent reports cbtalnel frem
hmu&mummntumm“'_,
men dlschanged thelr duby in the highest military menner,
| Juring the day Combet Commad 4 6a the 1uft s uder sone
in the vieinity of Potesu, ml-l“ﬂﬂ




“Ratiens, Instruotions wore given 80 Lseus orly Wwoetidsds of & wui

@fly, end trat Artillery missigns be fired my-ldrﬁqﬁ
situstion sppeared oritical,

SR JIVGL MY = Deosabor s M944
A% 0400 Deoedber 104 outpowte of 00 3 paported M“ _
6 Gemen Bank and Infanbry sbieck was massing in the vielnity gm
Continuad nolse of povenmt wig howrd in Nonelmmdls and e el 5 “ _
} the vaninlor of the early soning, Az attack st 1200 W repul sed ﬂm
§ Goman Avtillary wae extroudly aotlve during the daye, and ot 58, T ”
. eaived Pwo has ervagans in the efberacon, st eromd 1400 smd 1900, *
.. fire wne ooming from the voolds in the vicinlty of %ilerede snd ”
tno indluied Yobulvefer five. Ju sttedc st 1610 et of Sy Ttk w

of the 1ine, With the nuln offort buisg Goutheest of o VEth,
meted Tosk Infantry drive Tinally penctonted in ot least |




overrun east of St, Vith,

Alput 2300 the 275tk Meld Artillery Mnttalion reportel that
Infentry were infiltrating theii positions near Hinderhomsen from acPose
= the Neeht=ote road. This ency force estimated 25-00 mem ware driven off
| “wumoofmu?'-mmmhhum-.ﬁn“d -
' Einderhausen, The OO B Ae3 took o light tenk Matoon end surroundel and
| bumed the house, Mot one of the eneny infantry cscaped. The Division
B Gemender sdvisel the 0,0, (C B that he. maun—m«hﬂ
Sank 3n in the morning &F needed, o |
Tho situation on our richt flank deterioreted ond becsme eritiesl
| during the Zst, The 0,0, of 00 B Oth Amored requestel aselstence, and
tagk Force Lindsay, which had been held in reserve , was ordered to Gil=
hausen to reeenforce CO I Oth AL, This spsistence was sufficlent %o
nmummuanthmmﬂji"
slon of Tesarve ot 211000, On She left flenk OC A maintained ite

'.-_uﬂwmu amMﬂ




mmwwmmmnumm
ws ropuloesd at 2000,
Nmrwmtmaﬁummm*gq
mmmummmwozmmmtumhmg
the eritionl eross ronds betwoen Snmrse and Viel salm, This eross road
dafense ke been estall lahod sevoral days earlier by the mxscutive Offiess
“moomnmmmmmmm.mumhhmmm
thlmtmmthishtmmnnthnmmwﬁﬂM”
poses. o had contimuoudly angmented his Mmbmm
- ang the Tth AT, kad sent hin tw sectiens of Adeeick frem Battery D B0
AL, Battalien, Because of the lmportance of this eross road, the Thisd
,mmm&mummmmuummh#
to the defense, mmmmmmammum' |
Va8 sorely needed. Iuring the st and 2and this foros best off Tepest
attacka, ﬁmMmmmdum'
| n-nmwawnhmuuﬁl .
e Mhmmmmdummmn '
“--Thn-uu-m-m “ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ"
:ﬂuwmumrunw f




Anticipating the possibflity of cur bolng uwmal¥le to hall eur

present pocition, Oanora)l (Rarkes had imdtinted reconmaissancs en the

rord leadlng ta the west, throw . Minderheusen and Conuznstor to Yidleln,
88 & posellle svemue of vithirmml, This rond wag not in fivet class cene
éitlon and he hed put the englosers io work on oritical and Lmpagmdle spote.
At 2200 =3 the Oermans broke throngh out ldnes 4n the vieinity of S “
Gengral Qarkoe ordered the C.F, of OC B moved fronm Krembach $o Commnsben.
Ganeral Clarke and the =0 ramnined at an adwenesd G,F, at Lroshech %o
direct the establishing of thoe nov defonae position, The 58 s dle=

patehad to Vielmln o plok up the Corpa erder for the esteblishnent of She

aew defeneo positions (Soe Map 4 ) I

SHE SUUE DAY = December 23, A4
ummmm.mmmwmwmmmm

Commander from the Commanding Gemeral XVIII Corpeg _
"Generel Ridgewsy foele that the eney forves identified in he

IT W R o 4 e sl
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S8nd e prosgure of the Gomnn aténd: wes fncrenting, "w "ty
¥ormforeed by tanke, sitadked Bodt from the wost and tuened the lefy
flank of 00 B, s required -4 the Left Naxk M) deck 80 Mem
cul this fores, snd proteet Hinderdsugen, which wes $he mergensy exit
youle o Commnnster and Vielsalm, This wun dons, azd fhe wvhole CC D :
dine was adjusted %o eonform. Conpeny "C%, 814%h Tenk Destroyer m
weg oitached S0 OC ® and imploced $o support $he leoft of thoe 1ine, whore _
omtast with 00 A hed besu lowt. By davk ﬁlm&)!p@dﬁ.“%‘ :
1iched ond etvengthamed by the addltion of the 17th T Tettallon, (=)
wvhese previgus pouition wa %o tle in with the 9th Arpered vision on
the seuth, Iuring the dey o1l wnessentinl vehicles were ondered o “
rear, A% 1245 sneyy tatuke and infantey atmmtum*

wards Krosbadh, Infantey broke through and mmmmhm.




OC B oo tho right hac been lest, At 20 snother atteck by fuks and |
fantey vith bagookas wes launched frea the anummh
$he loss of two tasice, On the south ssid eouthwest Task mmﬂ\
the 434%h reriment and the 112th reglnentel Comtet 'tm“m.m
wov defense positionn, CC B of the 9th drev baok dlightly smd “h“
the wight flank of 0C B Tth Armored Mvislon and the left flenk of the 408
Infentry veginemt, Togk Fowce Livdsey withivew fves penitione, at m

to vieinity of Jebo, Throughout the latter part of the Aoy, there wae

strong eneny preswure sgeinet this fares in Sholr new positisn, During
the late afterncon and night of the 22ud, the enemy provews contimaed
strongly on all positiens. It was also definitely confivamed that She

wmaouﬂl&ﬁﬂm%%mﬁﬂhdhm*
vost from Salmghatesu, “his mesnt that the revainder of the 100%h In
Bivision, OC 2 of the Dth irmored Divisiom, hmlﬁﬂ“l
Tom, rements of the 14%h Cawslyy Orowp, some corps twosps, incled

e ._qﬂ«i




mgaged vith the mey et an imnollate vithirewsl would be wfessiile,
1% wee necessary %o postpone the initial time for wvithiremd, as €0 B
of the TE we aleo hesvily mgaged vith the ey, A% the sme ine e
t -.mhﬂﬂmwoﬁwfmhﬁwﬁdﬁ.ﬂ““_
| wost of Gslchetesu, h“d%m‘oﬁ“mﬁ“
slon Cosmanier, Gemers! ‘mebrosck radiosd Cenerals Claske and Hoge of the
two Combat Commends X thatg
"The gitustion iz mc: on the west of the river south of the Sl
thet, 1 wo don't join them soom, the cpportumity will be gene. It wil)
be nocossary o 4lsexgage, vhether clrounstances are favorslie or met,
1f wo sre Yo carry out suy kind of vithirawel vith eguipment, Infesm
Be of your sitmation st nce, particuledly vith regsrd to the peesiMlly
of disengagenant and emecution of withérawsl,®

CaR L

SH), SEVRE DAY - mosebey 2vde )44
 sbien for jlan of withirawsl) wes sumounced se 0600, Qtﬂ




the road snd destroyed with o minfwm of dslay, so that the solme
would mot be held wp, mmummcm“
vithdrewn $he night of the Z2nd. The 434th Armored Fidd Ardillesy
hﬂﬂhmeﬂ,}uﬁm&mmmm*
wmmnmuaunnmeuhumm“‘--'
withirew mder heavy pressure. Tortunately the secondary yoad frose
during the night of the Z2nd-33rd, facilitating the withdvewsl snd
praciically all veilcles were owacuated. So far as 1s kaewn, 20 men :
were lof't bohind, wz.mummutmwhﬂ*“
the 1ines of the G284 Alrdorns Idvision, anmmh-ct-*.
River, to Lismiewx, but later the sssesdly ares was changed §0 Moruss
€0 A withdrew through CC R cod assenlied in the wieinity of Herse, “
O B withdrev alaost vithout ineident, "
mqummmwxahmuldﬂf

m-mmwmm-mtuw




destroyel v mey artillery fire. The snemy wes sleo contacted sf
(heprens whers compeny 7 SL4th Taz Testrayer Bettallion Sestreyel tw
Mark VI texiks, mmmumummmm!ﬂd
Silmehatess, end the 112¢h mmwmbmmi.
towm with sz sttack st 1930, Mesawhile & reconnsissssge muM- :
voute in the vicinity of i, derie wes completed. Stmmltanecusly e

rour of the columm wos atiackod by tanks frow the south and sash wvhieh

destroyed four We36 T lestrovers, o medivm tamk, twe tovel gume, el
fwe other vohicles, fix of the emexy tanis ware destveyed, Ihilll.lll.}
of our porscancl esesped an feed, As the m&yuamigm‘lﬁ:
slternste routa wme telkan, hmanﬁsnﬂﬁmmm”
amhush dentroyed twe irmored care and three veepd, M‘““ £
Mnmmruﬁ!rmm-oiumm-‘ﬂ
s Sesti e svmavet o S5 b o

~ the orecks end moved on the road north from St. Marle wetil they
© #a0t With the cutpost 1ine of the 82nd Adrbome Divislon, T
ros procesisl safely to it assigned assenily aves,




;ﬁmwonwmahmnnamdummm
aot W iuring the pericd we were in 5%, Vith, mmuam
ally of the Oemens, and our 1lunes vere groundsd for thia antive m
one fnoter tiat probably cansed e Gemens %o ProGesd mere conttondy
wia the fast that dlanents of the 78h Armared ware in 9%, Vith ot all o8
tho 178 whan thelr fntalllgmne ol L4mtified then in the Linsich sees
% 1s mappouition, hut they mat have baen m and

1 be moved soh n dlstange mnd he in the

on the LGth,
fu18 that 1 these troopd gonl
$hidc of the fighting so quickly other dimpositions could Yo effentel as

Another factor that gave them pause wad the agereselvensss and

tamsoity of our dafense, OCeneral @davike was not content So 84g in amd -

mquWGMsM&qn‘hﬂ. our patrols vere
pagToselve, MWQWMM”MMﬂm

Our ocomiberattacks were quidk and effective, Had the Germans ™

“Muﬂﬂmamnnamﬂﬂh



forvard mil head,

S Slck of Tlue® i & wall worn expression Yub ths srriwd
ef 64 B 4a 96, Yith on ithe aftormacen of the 1Tk wes cartaluly In th9
slok of time, Afvence patrols of lhe Jermang wers on the Swrsherge

€4, Tith reed and, since the only forces te stop them wors the Provis
slaml mglnser Company, thore 15 no dwabt that the Cermans Gould hawy
aad meolably would heve baen in 6, Tith an tho night of the 178, Mad
oar forces not srrived ond been placel in positien whaen thay were.

Gemersd Slarce stated later that the altack, shieh had Teen plusngl 3
ts o the sorPlder to the two reglments and which wes eancelled dus %
fhe impossidility of the trosps cetting up to She VISR fn Sime, cOWlE

T

protatly not have achisvsd 1ts chjestive. Ae 1% worked gut, it ﬂ*
aily Batder Yhet the adfack we 2ot lumched,

( It wuld bo very interesting indeed tom.am.dﬁs..;.
genversations botween the warlous echalons of ccvmnd of the p
 Whety Zafluwe %o bake St. Tith on sdhobile, Mhmw
ﬁtwﬂmmo*mm«m




mﬂldwhru-mumm-aMQMd
affeotivaly.

Athough 00 3 had never worked with them before, thelr forwasd
observers 4id sn outstanding job in the cooperation with our line cum=

|
|
&,

sanders. They lost six forerd obwervers in this setlon, and inasseeh 1
uﬁ#mdﬂnﬂhcﬂﬁmuu&ﬂwmommm“'mu %
eut hov many of theso oventually got back to the hattaliem, Genaral ; i 1‘
dlagke in sypreciation of thely splendld work wrote & Qoving commsnias ;

tlon of the part that the Battalion played in this astion, %
— -a
| tne 6f the more eritiem] mements in the defense of 5%, Vit somrwel
ummdmmmm-an.mmmpmm
our defense snd Leslnted come of enr trecpa. These twoops had Desn cone
attly sngsged sinoe helr commttment an the 17t and the nervious benslen
and fatigne produosd by the sonstant preamwre wnder vidgh they were
wae Deglming %0 ball. Cosbat fadigue camalties W fo this tine had bew
34ght, but vith the Germene pouring through, She Jigp were Fpldly el
mmh- muhnmrm&%w,




gee Cenorel (larie, Aomg sbout nlinisht he found the Generel and seld
':mtﬁegetitﬂanm;pwmllrthﬁ?m‘ﬂ'ﬂ“ﬂﬂ'
She peattion that wo wers holding e and =y men had dectded thet we
were not leaving and I jJust went to get 1t etraight that we were ordered
ot by you,” hen General @Aarke anmrsl Sgt. Ledd that he had Lemed fhe
order, the Sgt. we satlisfied and moved mthummllllll.
cecmyy & new poaldlen ir the defense line Just wost of 3. Vith.

mmamummgnmzuuummwum

uuaax-mtecmmm~ammmmﬂm
moved back to Commnster. The Executive 0fficer wes in command of this

mreh General Clarke and the 53 stayed in Krembach $o orgenize She new .
defensive line, aomunomhumhnmlhmnl&
u-wmu.wm.mmmmmmmma
arrived in Commaneter. :tmma-ma&mﬂﬂf




the 0.0, @roup sveilisie ior Gue Wiy wme Genevsl Qarke’s own teak,
Tis Hmmens hed eut through in the vielnity of M, Vith wd dleng
the Borih flasj @ li ares (ire sould ve heawd from simows sy dlrestiony

1% v pitel fack s seowiag, w Lo ovier W ses vhavs they vers sulng
Viedaons, the heichaw of the wrk were opwed snd sll eyes weve sionising
to plok wp the roud Lo Tyent of e ek, Jiasily, siver tuidag shent M
basy snd & Jelf 15 scgoiiate o Tive or sz wile joursay, the 8 ssviinl

: ot Tvielen fadigpartars Lo id mis, lassisg wi end dbilled % Sie YO
Eé - 7..
k» be vun sebared Lo Lametlsbely W Laaepel cashrousk, Genessl Nndbeensl Soek
g, one logk ot e sad il ha % teve & oup of ot suffes and & salvieh

whish wers soseptel with alserity, "1 don'i kmow wiet this desed solep
$6 ampossd. 16 mesn, tub 44 Losks 1ike Cusber's 1ass stend §5 6 e
Haoor aci. copck s

The flas eilied Tor pdling all Whe varieus sk fovess fnte & Sg8
#irlle mnot of the Wi Fiver esd 1% A48\ take & grest desl of lenglees
en 1o Viemdice vt would heppem o our teeops if While phes W8
"-’ﬂ-mnumu»mn




wooden one wleh wae placed there for detoptlon omly, but vhigh M :
bave Deamn very effoctive on that dark alght,

BUEFLY. STTUATION
No report on the defense of St. Vith weuld be complete witheut &

specinl peregwarh on the splendid job deme by all mmud

the nesessary supplics to he fighting troons. mmmduhﬂ
afforte put forth by these people will never be Muown. In & Mg
findd as this roport indieates, rumorn sre always prowel ent m -

ﬂMMNswmtwdhawmthmhm“““




