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FOREWORD

This book contains letters John Peter Hazenberg, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, sent home
during WWI I . Johnds mother saved everything
discharge papersin 1945. Teetlt er s wer e compi led into this
Gertrude (Trudy) Boerema Fetters in 2012.

John took his Army training with the $3\rmored Division at Camp Beale, CA and
Camp Bowie, TX from 1943unel944. He earned the following Qualifying Medals:
Expert: Thompson Machine Gu8harpshooter: Machine Guand Marksman: Carbine.

In Europe John was assigned to tHeAfmored Division, known by the nickname the

ALuc®y 7 He was a gun |l oader/radio operator ¢
but couldalso drive the tank, and perform all the duties to keep the tank functioning.

John landed at Omaha Beach on 13 or 14 August Wi4he 53d Replacement Depot,

assigned tohe 7" Armored Division, 48 Tank Battalion, Company B.

| think John was intte first platoon, tank number 2ohn has a photo of himself by tank
#2and | assume it his tank A company consited of 16 tanks, divided into 3 platoons

of 5-6 tanks each. First plate was made up of tanks23-4-5-6; 2" platoon waganks
7-8-9-10-11; 3" platoon wasl2-13-14-15-16. There were 5 men per tank, so 80 men per
company (plus another 20 men were officers and staff). These 100 men and 16 tanks
made up Company B. The five man tank crew consisted of a driver airdveowho

sat in thedwer part of the tank. In the turret were the gun loader/radio operator (John),
the gunner, and the tank commander.

Mr. Ralph Arneson (¥ Platoon tank #1) said he men would sometimes spend days in
the tank, sleeping in their seats, egtifirations, ad using an empty shell casiag a
port-a-potty. At times they would sleep underneaththetarikt h it s 1706 ground
- a relativelysafe place frominexpecte@nemy fireat night

The 7" ArmdDiv fought all the way from the beaches of Normataithe Baltic Sea of
northern Germanyburing the Battle of the Bulgée¢y are credited with stopping the
Germans at the cross roads of St. Vith, thus preventing the Germans from taking the port
of Antwerp, BelgiumSt. Vith was strategically more importahan Bastogne, but that

town made for a more interesting news story and sadly the heroism of St Vith is relegated
to the history booksJohn was in thbospital Nov 194March 1945 withfrozen feet.

After Germany finally surrendered on 8 May 1945, doksn company moved from
northern to central &many, through the towns of Giazig, Schweinberg, and on to

Strasbourg, France where they turned in their tanks in late July 1945. According to Mr.

Ralph Arneson (¥ Platoon tank #1} it was quite emotional tsay goodbye to their

tanks whichhad so served them so well through many dangers.

John was transferred to the 40th Amphibian Tractor Battalion in Terneuzen, Holland to
train for the invasion of Japan. Japan officially surrendered 15 Augustd®d3oh
was transferred to lHeavre, France in early October, 1945, in preparation to being sent



home. While at Camp Philip Morris (the camps were named after cigarettes, and thus
were called Cigarette Camps.) the men had the duty of watching German prisomars of
who were responsielfor clean up duty, KP, etc. fidre camp.

Towards the endfdNovember 1945 Johwent with the other men from ti"
Amphibian Tractor Battalion to Southampton, England and sailed for Nelwabtout 11
Dec 1945 on th&/SS Europm along wvith 12,000 other men. Becauseaofongshoreman
strike in New York harbothe ship waited a few days in England. President Truman
went to N.Y. and ended the strike so the boys could come home.

The shiparrived in New York harbor 17 December 594aking only 3 days to cross

instead of the usual 5, and wast with boat whistles and fire boats using water cannons.
It was a very emotional experience said Mr. Arneson. John spent about a week at Camp
Kilmer, NJ to complete paperwork, check his tlsitigru customs, and get necessary

shots, etc. before taking a troop train to Camp Atterbury, IN the end of December 1945.
After a little more paper work he was given $16.80 travel pay 28 December 1945 to take
a train home to Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Johnwas awarded th&ood Conduct RibborEuropean Theater Ribbon with 4 bronze

Campaign Stars (Rhineland, Ardennes, Central Europe, Northern France), American

Theater Ribbon, and World War Il Victory Medal. THRArmdDiv was also awarded

the BelgianFourragee. This is a red and green braided rope worn on the left shoulder. It

was not awarded until 1950, so Jgobablynever received his. In 1982 the

Netherlands presented th ArmdDivwi t h t he Net herl ands Resi st a
length of service wa3 years, with almost half of that spent in Europe. His rank upon

discharge was Corporal, earning a pay of $80 a month.

The USSEuropawas built by Germany in 1929 aadquired as war prize in May 1945.

A normal crossing btheUSSEuropatook5days at 28 knot s. Johnds ¢
only 3 days, with a speed of 40 knots (46 mph) according to Mr. Arneson. That ship had

a most precious cargo to deliver ASAP2,000 war weary troops!

I have

typed Johnés | ettt er snotenakaanydpsllingpas t hey
or punctuat.

on corrections, so the errors yo



Johnds Ribbons and Awar ds

Johnos s ho urhed® Armg was at @mpsBeale, CA and Camp Bowie, TX
John trained with the ¥3rmor for 1 Y4years, from 1943 to June 1944,

In July 1944hesailedto Europeon the RMS Aquitaniaand was assigned to ther83
O Re p | fobteepl Abmored Division, 48 Tank Battalion, Company B.

At the end of the war John had the following ribbons on hisoumif

Top Row: Good Conduct Medal

Second Row: American Campaign Medal, Euréeca-Middle East Medal with 4
bronze stars fot EuropearCampaigns, Victory Medal.

Corporal stripes.

Quialification Badges, earned in training A
Stateside. m
Expert: Sub Macime Gun e ‘_

Sharpshooter: Machine Gun
Marksman: Carbine

X

[Tl
John was also awardeukt Belgian (i W
Fourragere in 1950vhich is a braided red
and green cord worn on the left shoulder.
In 1982 the ¥ Armored Divisionwas
awarded the Netherlands Resistance Cross
See pp 151152
Johnprobablydid not receive either of these
awards, and most likely was not even awar

that he was honored with them.

******




Brief Biographical Outline of John Peter Hazenberg

Born 4 Feb 1922in Grand Rapids, Michigan to Dutch immigrant parents. John had an
older sister, Gertrude, born 1912, and an older brother, Edward,19904 John
was a member dfirst Protestant Reformed Church and IMeryfair Christian
Reformed Churchni Grand Rapids, MI.

1941 graduated from Central High School.

June 1942Registeedwith the Selective Service

October 1942Passd his physical and is classifiedA

December 194Drafted into Active Service, Camp Grant, lllinois.

10 Dec. 194217 Dec. 193 Stationed at Camp Beale, CA (about 40 miles north of
Sacramento) for training with the 1 2rmored Division.

Aug 1943 Home on leave from Camp Beale, California.

Nov. 1943 Home on leave from Camp Beale, California.

17 Dec 1943May 1944 Transferrd to Camp Bowie, Texas (Near Brownwood, in
central Texas.)

April 1944: Promoted to Private First Class.

May 1944 Home on leave from Camp Bowie, Texas.

JuneJuly 1944 Ft. Meade, MD, waiting to ship out to Europe.

14 July 1944about):sailed on the RMS @uitaniafrom New York toScotland.

Late July 1944 Somewhere in England, mostdily Tidworth Barracks, WiltshireEng.

13-14 Aug 1944 7™ ArmdDiv replacement trooganded at Omaha Beach.

15 Sept 1944 Arrived at 7' Armored Div. detachment in N.E. d&frce. Assigned to
40" Tank BattalionCo. B.

16 Sept1944 Battl e for Met z, France; Johnos

7 Oct 1944 7th ArmdDivsent up to Holland.

Oct Nov 1944 Battle of OverloonandBattle of the Canald;lolland.

16 Nov 1944 left Co. B at Gonsveld, Holland, for the 111Evacuation Hospitaland
then toParis, France. John had severely frozen feet requiring medical attention.

29 Nov 1944 Sent td94th GeneraHospital Bristol, England.

28 Dec 1944Sent to 828 Convabkscent Center, Hatin, England, a 2,300 bed
rehabilitationfacility.

December 1944 to Jan. 194Battle of the Bulge! John missed this.

March 1945 on leave in London prior to rejoining his outfit.

12 April 1945 President Roosevelt died.

20 April 1945 Rejoins his outfiin Germany.

8 May 1945 Germany surrenders!!

23 July 1945 Sent to Holland to train with the A@&mphibian Tractor BNfor the
invasion of Japan.

15 Aug 1945 Japan surrenders!!

25 Aug 1945 Promoted to the rank of Corporal.

9 Oct 1945 Sent to Camphilip Morris, LeHavre, France to await orders home.

Late Nov 1945sailed to England.

11 Dec 1945 (about) Sailedrom Southampton for New York on tléSSEuropaalong

with 12,000 other GI &6s.

ibapt



17 Dec 1945 Arrived New Y ork harbor and sent to Camp KilmeNJ for a week.

20 Dec 1945(abou) Sentby train to Camp Atterbury, IN (near Indianapolis) for
discharge on 28 Dec 1945.

28 Dec 1945 Officially discharged from the Armed Services after 3 years, 1 month, 8
days. John was allotted $16.80 travel moiteget home.

29 Dec 1945 John Arrived home!!

13 June 1950 Married Blazina DeLooff.They had three dllren.

31 May 2003 John died at age 81. The United Stédssa quiet hero!




1942

IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY

Headquarters Reception Center
Camp Grant, Illinois

Date__ /2 — 4 — FZ2—

will reteive notice of his permanent
No visitors will be allowed.

Dec 5,1942, Saturday

Camp Grant, Il

Dea Mother and Father,

We arrived in camp Friday at 8:30 PM. Had been riding the train all day. Got here and

had a lecture. Wilbur and me are in the same barracks, close together. Got our uniforms

and enough clothes to last a century. Had our examsranghot already. They say that

we ol | probably get shipped out Monday, donot
when | get stationed wil/| l et you know. Di d
Boy, you sure get lonesome for the homestead out betgou just have to take it.

Conditions are different. Going to Chapel tomorrow with Will and Pete. Get up at 5:15

(ha ha) dondt | au dgdrthe oldGadatdome. Yowheat lot@fdho b uc k s
good language around here, but you just hayaitaip with it and trust that God will

keep me from doing it. Co u | akkiFi@artkbecpese pass t o
we were not here long enough.

Good bye, John

Donét write back wuntil you hear from me & |
Dec8, 1942

Post card oftte Post Exchange, Camp Grant, lll., with a postmark from Cheyenne,

Wyoming

| am in Cheyne, Wyoming so far.

Postmark De®, 1942, Salt.ake City, Utah

Dear Ma & Pa,

Stayed in Camp Grant a few days and got shipped out. Willy, doeJad Helder.

Somewlere out in Wyoming now, been riding all day & night. Seem to be getting near

the mountains, still goingannot leave the traiar go from car to car. All us kids in the

same case. Have had wonderful food so far. Going overthe madbsa v en 6t s een



civilization so far, for quite a long while. Sit in the car all day, talking anoksmg.

Cant write very goodkinda crowded & bumpy¥soing further away from home all the

time. Hope you are all well. So many guys were coming into Camp Grant whert,we lef

it wasenteven funny. If you ask me they just get and order and pick out the first cards in

the rack, good or no good. Not so lonesome yet, but would rather be home. If you ask

me webre going for the pacifitingicseaat.t, but yoO
They switch engines every once in awhil e, [
we 6 r e h eHadngalgodd time. Woke up 6:00 AM Sunday morning, had duty

Sunday night from 12:00 AM to 2 AM and got to be about 3 AM. Satdrotberly

office waiting for any telephone calls, but then had to wake up the sarge. Gwbutp
Mondaymorning. Gota® bed on traifMonday night about 12:00 at nightVo n gotto

bed about same time Tuesday. So that figures up to about 8 hoprmgteelast 60

hours. Well have to say good bye. God bless you all and hope to write later.

Your son, John

Included with the letter is a newspaper clipping of a poem

A Conversation

By Anne Campbell

The burden of our conversation was fiafter th
Al would | i ke to -ggfof, Oplsad els Gle ohr yvee mdwerf abee
AFl ying to London would be fun!o B|II sai d.
Altéds Pikebdbs Peak for me! 6 | aughed ed.

They were all younger men, but there was one,
The youngest son,
Home on furlough, and heaid to me, quietly:

Al 6ve been a | ot of places; |l 6ve seen a | ot

| 6m ready for thbhenggzhanges that the wa

But when the war is over | wondot want to r oa
Thereds just one place 10611 head for and t ha
Dec9, 1942

Postcard of thdllinois Central Depot, Chicago, with a postmark of 9 Dec 1942, Salt Lake

City, Utah. Written by Johndés friend, Wil bu
Hello Folks

Dropped a |ine to say Hello to you both. T a
Il 611 writeWlhwu both | ate

Dec12,1942 post mark

Pvt John Hazenberg

Camp Beal, California

DearMother& Father,

We left Camp Grant Monday, Dec. 7 about 1:30 P.M. Arrived at Camp Beal, California,
Thursday De. 10 at about 8:00 P.MWNe rode on the train about 80 hoat®gether.

The climate out here, which is aentralCal.,is kind d crisp. It rains quite a bitAll us

kids, Willy, Joe Fron, Jud HeldearveDeWitt all rode down on the same car. We saw



many scenes and different landscapes. The most deselateVidyoming & Utah, not

seeing any people for many miles. We arrived in cahyrsday Ded.0, and

immediately all us kids were separated attleagreat share of us. MaybdllWand Joe

stuck together but the rest of us are in different barracks. Wieen got her e di dnodt
very good reception, ifact | thinkwe got the worst thegould giveanyone, and so does

everyone else, byou musthave to take it aihmake the best of it. We didget no food

here lashightwhen evergne was hungry thanhkag. Infact to tellyouthe truth you

have to walk Bout a mile and a half evetime you want chow (eat). Haxd even got

no drinking water in the barracksdithe closest place to get that is also to the mess hall

which is 11/2 miles away. Thebarcak s we got i n the first night
in them. We had to wait around till 1:00 AM before we got into bed and got up at 5:30

AM. The ground arountere is terrible, all red clapat stickgo you. As far as | know

this place is a place f@n armored division é&p tanks trucks et®aid thereare arriving

about 1,000 a day obere. Had a nice trip but danrite more in letter. | will send my

address later in quarantine.

Love, John

Dec16,1942 post mark

Pvt John P. Hazenberg

Co E 48" ARMD REGT

13"ARME&6D DIV APO #263
CAMP BEALE, CALIF.

US Army

My new address, use this address

Dear Mother& Father,

How ar e youwoodgl tK.myt hmaegew saddress today, thato
We arrived in our new barrackoés Dec. 14, 42.

about 14 days. | n ot lcewe wanoto, sush,as thegpost an 6t go a
exchange etc. But | can go to the officers day room and write letters and reachesmgazi

if 1 want too. Jud Hel der isn6t so far fron
heés somewhere in the Medical DBpnatrt ment . I
know what doing yet as | am | wbkingamlit arti ng my
drilling and doing odgobs. Cathnetics (excercise) ¥z hours in the morning when | get

up then we run for a while and march, can yo
legs just sem to keep on going until they gettted May be | dlhtlhdpe s e s ome
SO. It will ease my burden a | ot. The comp
them big things that go through anything. I
dondt find out wuntil about ictrainmnglessl30f my bas
weeks. A tank consists of about 6 men, driver, radioman, 3 gunners, and an assistant

They also have trucks and other implements. This camp is only 3 months old, no water

yet, water is impure, so once in a while, we get a canteseatef from the mess hall.

The food is pretty good here, better than we
weat her is kind of chilly here. And the fog
morning and starts settling about 6:30 at nighe are 3 hours behind you as we are on

Pacific time Ithinkthi s camp i snét very settled yet, th

1C



time, you candét go to any town, because the
that town has only 7,000 people.aW k one street and youdre thr
according to the best information | could get covers 88,000 acres, so you can see its really

a big one. Hardly none of the barracks are furnished very good. The heating in them

i sndt wo.Thebfficars afietery goung, | imagine some tfem 90 day

miricals, probleywent to officers candidate school. Lots of southerners in our barracks.

Only found one other Hollander in our place, pretty nice kid form near Chicago, went to a
Christian Reformed Glirch out there. Fella by the name of Langland sleeps near me, all

the others seem to be from Ohio, Kentucky, and Virginia. Maybe wont get out of
guarrantine until after Christmas. Il donodt
money, spent only alnt $1.10 maybe not even that since | left home. Get some lecture

on something different every day, but the marchingl!dll the same almas(walk, walk

this wayand that way. Hear and awful lot of bad language, but you just hawe tp p

with it andhope for thebest. | think the 46Regiment is mostly practicing for desert

warfare as they have maneuvers always in the d@skirtda hot place) Sure would like

to be a |little closer to home, |l 6m only 2,70
one sleeping on that bed at home instead of this army cot, but | seem to sleep OK. The

other night I got up in the middle of the night to go to the bathroom and thought | was

home, and then came to my senses and realized | was in the barracks, aadefjaves

funny feeling. Didbdo much at classification, ask you if you drove a car hatd about

all. It seems they just put a fella anyplace they feel like wherelleeehave room.

Seems they ddrtare wether a fellas had any experience in a cditdih Seen one fella

who drove a truck all the time for about 6 years, he got stuck in the infantry but maybe

they have a reason for it. Qdall wether my skin is getting better or worse yet. If it

starts getting worséde ldoich oqui blutgétdoOma hpaps R ¢
Try to keep up with church activities as much as possible, but there are certain

restrictions whennh in quarantine. lsually read a passage out of the testament at night,

and sometimeduring the day, althoughdont have much time, always on the go. But

hopethat the Lord will keep me iperfect safety in this war torn world nowadays. Hope

the Lord may bless you all and provide you all sufficiently and take care of you all.

Religion is very scarce in thesargs, especially when you are amongst some fellows who

never saw the inside of a church. Enjoy going to chapel on Sundays and hope to continue

on going to it. Have to be closing now as time getting a little short. Am allowed to stay

up till 11 o clock lt usually retire before that. Get up at 6:00 in the mornkigpe that

the Lord may bless you and keep you all.

| remain

Your son JohiHazenberg

You can start writing now, use the address on the first page.

Dec17,1942postmark

Camp Beale. Calif

Christmas card, with a note on the back.

Dear Everyone

This was the only Christmas postcard | could get. As hlasgnt gotmuch of a post

exchang@ ut her e, nionthd ng Ilim athtewafigafelacaddo t her e i

11



for entertainment at nig out here. So this card goes for every one, Gert, Chuck, Walt,
Bert, Coral, and every one else, all relatives, etc. etc.
With love, John

Dec18,1942

Camp Beale, Calif.

Dear Mother and Father,

Still going s ttga muh,fordntethironent in fat ndthang. €l'lnedost
Exchange hasegpt nothing in it and the guys are lined up about 7 deep. Stidmmay

& drilling and excerciseCant write much now asnlin bed already but hope to receive
a letter from someone soon. It takes@mlfor a letter to get here sometimes 5 ddys
sending this one via airmail let me know how many days it takes to get to you. My
address is on the other side, when you send a letter put your returrsamdties back of
it. Ifitdontreachmeyouwl!l | get it back. Writing this |
morning. Have to quitow.

God Bless you all, John

(Enclosed with the letter is@atholic devotional cardiith a picture Jesus behind two
servicemenfiOur Divine Protectax. On the back ofie card are the Act of Contrition
and a Prayey.

Dec19,1942

Camp Beale, Calif.

Penny postcard

Dear Mother& Father

Am not writing anything much on this card, but just to let you kiteat Im all O.K. and
will write you a full lettera little later.

Your son, John

Postmarked De80, 1942

Camp Beale, Calif.

Dear Ma & Pa,

You probabl y derfdrouwte awhile wel domerryaYol will

probably get letters regularly nowhe slight irregularity in theontinueus supply was
causedbym being put in the (you guessed it
throato about Dec. 17. | went to the d
couple of lozenges to take when | cough. Thatevea Friday morning. Well the cold

got pretty bad Sat. night. The Commander of the Co. told me to go to the doc in the
morning, as | could hardly talk andyrthroat was so sore | could &y swallow. | went

to the doc in the morning, and what do you think they did, they gave me bditike of

cough medicine. Boy if anyone tells you the army gives its men the best medical
attention in the world you tell em there nuts. Well they let it go so far that Monday nite
Dec. 21, | wlaws threwang uips, coggipingnetcpsore threte that | told

the sarge | wanted to go to the dispensary again. They took my temperature, they wont

) Hos
i spen

12



let a guy in the hosp. unlessthgota temperaturd dort careif ya dort fed good, and

then they say theyog the best medittention for its mernn the world. Theres a little

spread of #ASpino Magituso or something |ike
camp. The Heck of it they got the kid that sleeps next to me in the barracks,dagme

from the hosp. Dec 29, heft today for the hgs. and now our whole Co. is quarantined

for an indefinite time. And we had just got out of it so now we have to stay in awhile

longer. Havent got many luxuries here. No footlockers, they have classes always out

doors and its always cold out (chilly) arany, well it just rains for days out here, never

saw such terrible weather, sun never shines, this gampee is in the Sacrentalley.

I n other words it isnbét no place to enjoy yo
months but that stiio long. Saw Willy & Joe night before | went to the hosp. They

happened to drop in to feblsogtodthen.aSulewast o see U
funny spending Chr i wdawaesvistomrthe 8 thagl wasdherp.. di dn ot
But hope © have a better letter to writext time. | have to quikriting now. Have to sit
on kunk or cot to write, they havegot any tables or chairs hardly or a room to write in.
In other words they aint got&XX thing here. But maybe it might improvesure do
hope so. | get sick of not having any thing to do or any place to go. Will write you more
later.
| remain
Your son,John
P.S. So far | dont need anything.
1943
Januaryl, 1943
PVT Wil bur O06Del |
HQ Co., Ren BN
APO #263Camp Beale, Califnia
U.S.Army
Hello Folks,
Finally dropping you a |Iine to | et you know
weather. Went to see Johnny once but he had a bad cold, | have a bad one too.
we |, |l dm having a good ti me. Army | ife 1 sni

years and we have it off. How is everything at home. Hope you both are well and fine.
Il 6m i n t he Isattatoo of thia divisiora We ae the ones who go alasad

do the scouting. We find the enemy positions, and report back to our division and tell
them thenews.

| see Johnny got in the tank corps and so did Judd. Fron is with me so | am not so
lonesome.

Boy, there is some big rabbits here. If lhad myghotn | 6 d pl ugndsendf ew of t
you home a rabbit.

Well amclosing. Pray for me and write.

God Bless You All,

WilburO6 De | |

13



Jan3, 1943

PVT John P Hazenberg

CofiEd, 46" AR M 6 Regt

13"Ar m6d Div A.P.O. 263

Camp Beale, California

U.S.Army

DearMother& Father,

Am still in quarrantine andstgetting mighty tiresomjust staying in this small carea.

Not a thing to do.The sun shone today, but notexrywarm one. Thely a v gat Bot

heat in these barracks, they ggiesrunning thru them but thejort throw out any heat,

last night it got so cold in here thatwita s evéntfunny. This XXX climatbere Every

0 n £gdta cold and they have someone out to the hospital every day it seems to be. No
bodylikes the weather heaiGot a chance to go church this morning about the first

time since here, this ground here is all clay and the barracks are full of the dust all the
time, really takes the pep out of a guy. Was on K&other day, boy you realy work,

haven got no equipment here, foretast week & half, havent had sheets on our beds,

just sleep on the mattress, and then they are supposed to keep up the morale in this army.
Got a package from Gert & Chuck and also from the church society and Miss Gretta
Whychers, that is she sent théon the society of the church. Havent been able to see Joe
or Willie yet as have been in quarrantine all the time. Is all we got to do in our spare time
islay aroundthe barrask and t hat i sgoddthingelse tb write.aboutbsa v e n
| haventbeen able to do a doggone thing since | got in this army. Surely appreciate the
letters you write as thats about the only news I get of the outside world. As they dont
have any services in thiBamp here. Will write more later. Hope you are all weill,

write more later and hope the Lord may bless you.

| remain

Your son John

Jan7,1943

Postcard

DearMother & Father,
Just got out of quarrantine. 1 whole month of it. Very damp here. Been learning about
different guns and equipment. Hopinguyare all well, will write full letter soon. So

long until then.
| remain

Your son John

Jan11,1943

Camp Beale, California
DearMother & Father, 7
Am writing you this Sunday nite. Went to chaple this Sunday sl
morning. The services were pgxehice. Theplace was full to.
We didnt do much today in the line of duty today. Kegur
group will get it next Sunday, most likely. Well we just got

14



kicked in the back again. We just got out of quarrariieeWed nite, and now Sunday
nite, they put the wholeamp in quarrantine or ei ght days @AOucho, CI

theaters, c¢clubs and every other place, so0 no

w a s n 1§ alivevnghe first place. Sawoe & Willy Saturday they are about 1 %2 to 2
miles away frommy barracks, quiet a hikeJudd Helder is in the barracks next to me.
Transportation facilities here are very bad. The fellows wiébkwend passésve to

wait sometimes-3 hours. The streets going into the nearest town which iggvile 15
miles dstant. Its a very pathetic sitgrou would think they would remedly it.

Boy oh boy, they have kids out of the barrack every day and take them to the hospital.
And the medical care is below par. All of us have colds or sore throat. Joe & Willy had
a cold& sore throat too, were in bed a day or two. Barracks are very crowded and the
heating system never throws out any heat. There cold all nite long, and us guys nearly
freeze.

We have no footlockers to put our stuff in, just have to l&#awnethe barraks bag. And

you have no way to lock it up. Can not have any suitcases bathecks. They do not
have muchequipment here and tlvenditions are not so hot. Had to wait in line for 1 hr

in order to get a money order cashed. Got the order from Milet for the sum of 25
bucks, and will probably getaid soon, so maybe will send some money home soon.

| cant tell or explain much about my experiences in the line of work here, as you know |
am under an fAoat ho. | t hiuchlkabouyt @t as passibtke r st and
Will write more later and in the mean time hope and pray that you are all well. Hoping to
hear from you as the mail call puts a cheer in very dull place.

The Lord bless you all, Best Wishes and Happy New Year.

| remain

Your Son John

P.S. Will write more laterand hoping to hear from you.

Janl13,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Ma & Pa,

Heres 40 bucks. If you have to use it, use it. Pay any debts | owe etc etc.
John

Janl8,1943post mark

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother& Father,

It now happens to be Sunday morning, and the sun is shining, but it is a very chilly one,
so the sweater that Aunt Maggie sent me sure comes in handy. As we are in a
guarrantinenow, some kind of thing. We cannot have church services, but | can
understand it around here. They have Catholic services in front of the,¢hdpie
Protestant services.

| sent Pa 40 bucks by money order. Let me know if he gets it. Get paid thetlisd of
month so will send some more home in Feb sometime.bGyhmybirthday Fels.
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Wal ked over to see Jud Helder today (this mo
He told me his sisters husband was killed in action in New Guinea. Been doing quite a

bit of phsical work lately so my muscles are a little tighttop now, but by the time you

get this letter, they will probablye O.K.

So there was a new addition to the Boerema family. Well, well, a 7 Ib baby boy. Give

them my congratulation§. Char | es E. Boerema, Jr, 5 Jan. 04
Got aletter from Carrie the other day and one also fromlE&aEtta. Sure like to read

letters as it kind of make time seem to be better spent. ..dinner time.. Just got back from

dinner so will continue to write. For dinner on Sunday we usually have goeity

meals. Today for dinner we had 2 creampuffs, 2 slices of ice evhaboy mashed

potatoes & gravy, as much as you want, roast, lceerots, breadyutter, Jello, lima bean

soup, so/ou can see we hadpmetty good meal, though | doaver stuff myself. In fact |

dort always feel like eating very nab. Though | feel pretty full on just a little bit.

Its noon here now, and there is a couple of puddles of ice in front of the barracks, so you

can see, its not as sunny here in Cal. as they tryi tyotel

Saw Willy yesterday (Sat) but couldnét talk
Sat. afternoon. Boy, they really rob a fella out here. For a hair cut, they soak 40 cents.

A shampoo cost $1.00, they put some oil in your hair, then soape and then they rub

your head for 6 or 7 seconds, yes | said seconds, and rinse it. They call that a shampoo. |

got sucked in on that. If you want to they will put a little oil, to keep your hair down and

they soak you 20 cents for that. So that shgau how they rob a fella. 40 cents for a

hair cut and shampoo. 20 cents eftraa little oil to keep your hair down. Can see the

foothills of the rockies, out of the barracks windows, although its very damp here all the

time, so there is a fog indnt of them.

Well cant think of much more to write just now. So will write more later. Willy said he

got a letter from you the othday. Sure appreciated it.

Oh, yes, i f Apad gets time ma, send him down
met o get the press. Just do it for 1 month
40 bucks | sent you. So, | can get a little news from the home town. Tell pa to go down

on a Saturday, and put the order in, give them my address and tell therd tofgem

mont h. | f [ want it after 1 mont h, I 61 | | et
God Bless and Keep you all.
| remain

Your son, Pvt John P Hazenberg

Jan19,1943 post mark

1 cent postcard

Receivedhe Jan. 11 issue of the Press, here Jan 18. Let me knowpbiyiouthe
subscription. | wrote you yesterday a letter telling to send me the FBasgou or
someone else must have done it already. Will write more later.

With Love

Your son John
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Jan23,1943
Camp Beale, California
Dear Mother& Father,

Received youletter and was sure glad to get it. | get the press now, so can read a little
about the news, as to whats going on in Grand Rapids. So Gerts coming along O.K. and
the young one too. | have to come home some time and see it. That is my former home,

asthe army likes me to call Blg. N883 as my present home (huh).
Well we just got through having 2 ¥ days of continuous rain. And when | mean rain |

mean rain! When it rains here, there is always a terrific wind, boy how it does blow and

the rain cominglown at the same time. Sometimes the wind hits about 65 or 70 miles

per hours. And it just blows a fella all over. And the rain is a cold rain. Today it is very

cloudy (Sat) so far it haserdgined much today.
Went through the gas chamber this mornivge put our mask on outside and then walk
into a room filled with tear gas. After we all get inrtheve stand around for a couple of

minutes. Its O.K. when you got a gas mask on. But then when you are in the room, they

tell you to take itofft. And® Boy, you should have see 0Big
were running down my cheeks. Every one was
dont hurt you in any way. Then you go out, and get in the line of the wind, so to clear

your eyes. We are nevetaled to rub our eyes, as that is bad. They do that, just to

show you, how important a gas mask is.

Well, the time really flys out here. And have lots to learn yet. Went to the Recreation

Hall the other nite and played a little basketball. All us gusre just playing in our

under pants, when in walked 3 girls, oh boy did our faces get red. Women are not

allowed in it usually, but these 3 just happened to walk in. Stilhgdexcerces in the

morning and am feeling fine.

Got a letter from Art Dekkethe other day. And also from a person at Michigan Litho.

Also Aunt Deanie, Susie, Deckers;.et

Will write more later, God keep you and bless you all.

| remain

Your son John

P.S. Got the Becan Lites the other day. Send me the bulletin with coriégbarcan

get hold of one.

Feb3, 1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father

Received your letters and Birthday package. And sure did appreciate it. Sorry that |

coul dndét writ e O beerkso Busyptimatel havdoundtime 6 wiite a

|l etter in the past week. Just couldnét find
details, work, etc.

Am starting this letter at 7:30 in the morning, just before calthengicd may get time to

finish it tonight. Boy you know thingg@so busy down here. | think they cut the basic

training down to 9 weeks instead of the regular 13 weeks.

Weve been doing many different things out here lately. The weather here is still very

damp and it rains quite a bit. Some days the sun shines,tbits a very. Went i
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little town, last Saturday and got a few supplies, Bdsmdout where the bowling alleys
were, SO maybe can be able to bowl a few games sometime.

Was out in field all day yesterday, eating in the open, etc, showing the @l .tabks
which are stuck, way down in the mud, how to
you see out here is hills and hills and hills. These tanks are really massive things. Think
the motors (5 motors) in them weigh 5,200 pds. And somesdadrthament protection is

2 inches and the turret on the tank is 3 inches thick. Because therekas G there in

that turret. So they need lots of protection. As you know these thweggh 66,00(and

cost $1 a pd or $66,00(60 you see it reallgost the goverment money.né you can get

1 mile on 2gal. ofgas. So you show big they are. Really dioknow what we are to

do yet. As they have not picked any fellas out for anyqadaii jobs yet. At least | don

think so. Was in a tank todayd started it up. Bulidnt drive it. That turretan turn in

any direction you wat it. A complete circle.

Got a letter and package from Gert Chuck and family. Also Irve & Minnie (letter and
package) Sure appreciated it. Cant write much more dost got back from having 2

mono shots in the arm.

God bless you all & keep you.

| remain,

Your son John

P.S. Got a letter from Ken Smith & also Bud & wife

P.S. No. 2 Send me Art & Di eataeh(gaidrdiFypss i n De
here. H can play it so we all sing those cowboy songs (huh).

Feb10,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother& Father,

Am very sorry | could not write earlier, but it was almost impossible, just to busy. Today
is Wed. the sun shone today, but it was kind dily one. There is nothing new to

report from this end of the line, except, that | drew guard duty tomorrow nite (Thursday)
ouch. Got another shot in the arm today.

Have inspection by thGeneral this coming Saterdsy will be very busy Friday nite.

May beable to write more Sat. Havelmad enough time to write any full letters so far, so
have only been sending out postcards to everyone.

Hows everything back in Grand Rapids, is the town slowly filling up with soldiers or not.
| get the Press prettyood lately. That is it comes on time, mayber 5 days late, but

that isrt so bad. Donhave time to go and see Joe Fron or Will. Once in a while | see
Jud Helder. But not much, as we are alwaybusy. We learn quite eVl different

things everyday.

Hows Chuck & Gert and the iitiren coming along? O.K. thegood. Received quite a
few letters lately and was sure glad totpetm. The kids are really going out of G.R.

fast, | see by the paper.

Will have to close now. Always trust in the Loes he is the only giver of all good

things. God bless you all and keep you.

| remain

Your son John
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P.S. Am planning on getting some pictures taken if | can, and will send you some, as
soon as possible, but it might be quite a while. John

Feb20,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mothe& Father,

Sorry | couldnét write more. BThissoapy hands a
weuseon K.P. (Goverenti ssue) 1 s to st stamehig Solhmyeqsitei n | u s
a few blisters. Sure hope thegtgversoon.

Say will you send me that camera, you know, Eddies box camera. Maybe if you gave

Charly it hecould wrapit up good. Also let me know what sizénfiit takes, some films

you can get any of thenaround herelf Chucksends it tell m to snd it the best way

and give him the moneyp pay for it. The weather here is pretty nice lately. Will send

some money home, soon as we get paid, ttaf the month.

Will close now, but will try to write more later.

| remain,

Your son John

Feb24, 1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your | etter and wa
really too busy to write back very often. Had some pictures
taken in town, and will send them as soon as possible.

Its raining here all the timehis afternoon it rained and hailed a
lot, soyouseei t 6 s not such Asunny
Will write more later as the lites are ready to go out.

With love,

Your son John

Feb27, 1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father,

Well, its dout time | write a letter again. Wehe weather here varyery much. Last
week it was sunshine almost all the week. This week it was all rain. And once it

Ahail edo. Sor r vy islustanposgiblewAnd Itden wmor eebunh| es s |
in the mood for writing. | will probably send some money home next week as | think we
get paid.

Awhile, back | asked, if you would please send tteanerahat used to be Eddies. Sure

wish you would send it, as | would love to take some pictures. hals®to probably

settle up omimy income tax business. Ifpastme, go t o t heo IDd dhloer or
to find out how much Imade. ldbn know wet her youds people ar
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me and sign the papers or wether they have to be signee.byAny way, find out if

possible.
This coming week ddrexpect much writing from here, as this is going to be our busiest
we ek . Firing from tanks on the range. Go ou

markers classes etc etc. So you see hay tue are gmg to be. Am going into town
and select progffor my pictures, and will send them soon as possible (pictures).
Hows everythig going as home O.K. thas great. Well | got the bandages taken off my
hands (about 5 fingers) to nite so | cantavpretty good. | kind of burned and blistered
the fingers a week and a half ago on K.P. (ouch). But they are all not healed yet, but
getting along pretty well.

Will have to close now, but will write more later. God bless and keep all of you.

| remain

Your son John

March15,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father,

Thought it was about time to write again. I
That is if | can get off.l sure hope | can, but you daell for sure all the time Took

some pictures Sunday, and am getting them developed. Could only take one roll, as the
sun only shone a little while. Went to Chapel Sunday and had a nice time. We start on
maneuvers in July they think. 2 months on the Cal. desérbae montlin Tenessesee

and Kenucky. At least that thatwhat they think it will be. | sent my income tax sheet in
today (the 18) and asked them to let me pay after the wahought thawvould be best,
asnowtheycan s ay tthedthihahmabout mkSe | dort have to worry about the

present.
Say Ma,ifyoucan get hold of a coupl e la8thdys f i | ms f
are hard to get around here, but maybe | can

Please darmind the writing as its aft€:00 and | want to get to bed’he sun shone all
day today but it was a very cold one.

About them films, just go to the drugstore on the corner and gexy got any. If they
haver, forget about it.

Hows everything at home? O.K. tlsagood.

Will wri te to Gert & Chuck tomorrow if possible.

Will have to close now as time is getting short and | need my sleep.

| remain

Your loving son John

P.S. I will write more later.

March21,1943

Camp Beale, California

Dear Mother and Father,

Boy | thought | hadbetter start writing right away. Its Sunday afternoon now and | better
step it up.
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| planned on taking a hike and go and see Jo
raining out here and so | had to cancelttie Boy | havehseen them for so long.

Weve leen so busy lately that | hawdrad time to do much. Oh yes, | went into town,

yesterday and got the pictures and sent them to you, they are insured. | also put a little

message in the package which | should not have done as its against reguBitoyrsu

will probably get thenanyway. They look pretty nice, although you will have to get a

frame for the 8x10 picturéds soon as you do get them, send me a postcard immediately

or a letter.

Gert was telling me that you had the impression thereneasiuch room in a tank. Well

theres quite a bit of room, enough to move around in easy. Although when you do move,

you al ways bump into something. Boy there |
tons of sol i Hgiveyoeadecrigionafhowwvesit. .In the tufret there

are 3 men. Looking down into the turret heres how they are arramgedwo drivers

sit in front of the turrenaind lower than the turret.

Will try and writemore a little later on ithe afternoon.

| got aroll of films developed and am sending you a set and also Gert & Chuck some.

Will write more later.

| remain Put dohn B Hazenbarg nenid¥111346

Your son John

COMPANY_Z= . dotn ARMORED REGIMENT
13TH ARMORED DIVISION

HAS SUCCESSFULLY/COMPLETED UMTPR THIRTEEN WEEKS

BASIC TRAINING AT CAMP BEALE, CALIFORNIA

April 4,1943

Camp Beale, Cal. (postcard) B

Dear Motheé& Father /% ’?/://D

Happen to be in town just now, but will write a full /. . JRA——

letter when | get back to camp. And will send
some more pictures.
John

April 8,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father

Am sending you these pictures and will send more later when | get them. Tomorrow
Gen. Devers (one of the four in the US.) is aroundstave to spruce up for. | will

write you a letter probably tomorrow. The weather is a few days of sunshine and then
rain.

Will write more later.

Love, John

April 15,1943

Camp Beale, Cal.

Dear Mother and Father

Well its about time | started writinigr a change, sorry for the delay. Well the weather
here the last week has been very sunny and hot, and boy how a guy sweats.
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Say, have you got any of them pictures left or did you hand them all out, let mue kno
Received a letter from Mrfekker and o from Minuet in Detroit, sure appreciated

t hem. And wrote them both back, although I
cost a guy money, although | always have some on haag.and how the time does fly
out here. Iseems like yesterday w&sinday and here its going on Thursday already.
Boy | sure wish | could think of more to write but | just seem to run out of words all of a
sudden.

Well, hows everything in Grand Rap®i0.K. thas good. Huh, everyone in there

letters, ask me when Im gagro get a furlough. Well, it wont be for a long time, as tank
crews get them lasfall. They saythere is too much to leamhich is important. So we
dort know weather we will get one before or afbeprobably never. But we dbaxpect
any for a bng time.

They |y the temp average between 105° & 14€fe in the summer, and summer is just
about here. Ouh the desert they say it sometimesHiB5° & 140temp. Realjhot

stuff.

Will have to close now and hoping to hear from you

| remain

Your on, John

April 22, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Im just writing you a few lines tonite as it is almost time to get to bed.

The weather out here is O.K. now. Usually hot & sunny sometimes rain. Lately we have
been going to the range andrg from the tank. We spend all day out on the range and
when we get back are kinda tired. Sorry | cant write more tonite. But will try and get
moreoff later. | sent you another pillow case, let me know if you get it.

With Love

Your son John

April 25,1943

Camp Beale, Cal.

Dear Mother and Father

Im writing this letter on Easter. No Easter Parade out here as we are having a genuine
dust storm. The wind really blowing and the dust kicking up.

Say will you send me a list of all who you gave theatypes to. Right away, as | might

order a few more. I know | mi ssed some fri
thing 5 months already. Boy how time does fly.

Welll 1®édl ose now as | 6m getting ready to go
Will write more a little lagér on probably in the day.

With love

Your son John
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May 4, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received some of your letters the last few days and was sure glad to receive them. Keep
the good work up as | sure like to get them.

Oh yes, be surend give Bud and Dorothy one of them pictures and also Gerrit and Ella.

| ordered 6 more. And if you have another one left give it to Chuck to put ahntineh
basement. If you havegot enough,dl send one to Chuck in a short while.

The weather l&ly has been swell, lots of sun and hot. This morning the Co. went on a

10 mile march. We made itin 2 hrs & 11 min. That averages 1 mile every 13 minutes.
And with full field pack besides, gas mask, canteen, field bag, blanket roll, and steel
helmetsWe went on a seven mile hike the other day. We still got a 17 mile and 25 mile
hi ke to do. So you see we do | ots of fast s
going on the range quite abit. Also been going cross country in the tanks, boy you sure
get a lotof jars when that 33 tons hits a ditch or tree. We always wear crash helmets and
safety belts, but boy sure is a lot of fun and excitement.

If anyone ever asks you how Iék t hi s | ob, Itsgettihg more thrillingt i s O. K
and betterdl t he ti me. Dondét ever teld]l I donodot I
it o stil | is O.K. and lots of fun. To tell vy
more working in civilian | ife. vyodrbladhnoét know

and a fella cant picture returning back to civilian life. So if any one asks you howtl like

tell em | like it better all the time. It was probably the weather, which made me disgusted

with the army awhil e b wislgettingbetter all thedimed s al | p a
We went in to kaki the other day, you know changed to summer clothing. They look nice

but get dirty even when you turn around.

Say ma, you maybe think there isndét much roo
move your ldy around a little. See Judd Helder every once in awhile, and once in awhile

take a walk to see Joe Fron and Willy.

Well will close now and hope to hear from you again.

| remain, with love, your son, John

May 11, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Rher,

Well, | thought | had better get right down to business and write you a quick letter, its
after 9:00 oclock now, and | usually go to bed at 9 as the lights go out at that time.
The weather here has been swell, lots of sunhahdGetting hotter eary day. So the
weather is G.R. is impwing as time passes, well tegfjood. Been having lots of hard
work lately. As you once realize, before | came into the army, | tipped the scales at
around 187 or 188 pdeow its down to 170 pds. Dbask me whee the 18 pds went.

Say, that Press suscripti@nds soon, please, if you can, go down and put it in for a
couple of more months. Oh, yes, ma, | sent them negatives home in an envelope awhile
back, let me know if you got them.

Got a letter from Uncle A& Aunt Diene in Detroit the other day. Sure enjoyed hearing
from them. Uncle Arts working nites now.
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So the young kids like to ramble around up in the attic etc. Well let em go ahead and do
it as long as they have fun. We have been going on a nuhlogrg hikes lately in fast

time (walking) with full field pack, steel helmets, gas masks, pistol belts, canteen,
leggings and Gl shoes. We went on a 7 mile, 10 mile, 13 mile, 16 mile and now
Thursday nite we get our real te@5 miles. Start at 7 P.Mind probably get back about

3 A.M. Sure is a tough grind, huh.

Am sending you some pictures andwletin from church on Motherday. | sent you a

large Mothers day card, and am wondering if you got it. Let me know. | seen Willy
about 3 wks ago. %elooked well and am going to go see him again. Hardly recognized

him he | ooked so different, maybe it was bec
Say hello to everyone for me and hoping you are all well. God bless us all.
| remain

Your son John

May 12,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Ma & Pa

In another letter lyst dropped in the mail boxwrote | was sending you some pictures.

Well what do you think, | sealed the letter and dropped it imtaikbox and then it came

to my mind, | forgot to put thpictures in it. So here they are.

John

(also enclosed is a #Armored Regiment chapel bulletin Mot her 6s Day Ser vi
1943)

May 16,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

| thought it was about time | wrote. So here goes. The weattetately has been

swell, lots of sun, no rain. And it really gets hot down here some days.

You saidCoral wanted a picture for the litho.ovell we wear our kakies now, and will
send you some pictures as soon as | get em. | am also getting a few those @n the
frame. | sent you all the negatives | had, quite awhile back let me know if you got em.
Got a letter from Aunt Dienie &rt in Detroit.

We have been going on the range quite abit lafetg also cosscountry riding,
practicing,formationsetc.

Thursday we went on a 25 mile hike with full field pack anéldtellmets boy and how
good that old army cot felt when we got back weeted at at 7 P.M. and got back about
3 A.M. We walked 4 mileanhour for the first 4 hrs and 3 miles lanfor the next 3 hrs.

It took us7 hrs in all. We recouperated all day Friday.

You said something dhe Litho sending something, Wwd | dondt remember r .
anythingmaybe you misundersto@tbral althouglDiene & Art sent me a package too,
that Inevergot.

Will close now

Love, John
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June3, 1943
Camp Beale, Cal
Dear Mother and Father

Received your | etters and sure enjoyed readi

immediately as it has been quite awhile since | wrote last.
The weather has been sWweFora whole month or more, we didnave any rain, but the

other day it rained just orntcée,. | elfhte 3 ats.t mwere
didnt get back till Sunday nite. Slept on the ground Sat nite. | mean tried to sleep out in

the foohills. 1 only got 2 hrs sleep as we were on ground quite a bit. Got back Sunday

nite. Got up at 4:30 Monday morning and the Co went out and fired the 75mm gun, for

the £'time. Thats the big baby which weighs 910 pds all together. The shell weighs 19

pds. The projectile which goes through the air weighs 15 pds. That shell is so powerful

it throws the gun weighing 910 pds backwards (recoil) about 11 %2 inches. A person gets

quite a jar if he is standing outside of the tank, but there is not armis# inside the

tank, except the empty case hitting the floor.

Next weekend we go out for 4 days. Firing all kinds of guns from the tanks, that means

we sleep on the ground 4 nites.

Yesterday we went through t heoufeBWehadte | noccu
crawl under live fire from 30 cal machine guns. Bombs bursting all around you. Had to

crawl under barb wire etcThey try to make it just like the real thing. The course was

about 100 yards long. With barb wire to crawl under, &tey soaked the ground and

when we got through, Il 6m telling you we were
dirt.

We are really getting prepared for the real thing and most of us hopedas @omg soon.
Fourloughshuh, we talk about em and thatll. We are just too busy with this important

training to bother about them things.

Will close now and try and write more later.

God bless you all.

| remain

Love, John

Junel2,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your letters and certainlyjayred reading them. | am very sorry that | have not

written sooner. But for the last couple of weekends we have been camping out all the

time.

The weekend before | ast we wer enMondajial ert o.

Very busy so couldrfind time to write. Also very busy during the week. Then last
Saturday we I out again on a Sat. and didyet back til Tuesday sleeping on the ground
andguard duty makes it so you daget much sleep. And timosquitoswvere like four
motored bombersBut all in all its lots of fun. We were out Sat. Sun, Mon, & Tues.
Working out problems, firing live ammunition in all the guns. Also on Tuesday took a 15
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mile marchotti wher e we iwegndghatiwhs wayoout & the hills. Marching
throughte se hi I | s, Boy I 6m tellin ya, that was r
went practicly straight up and down. On the way back, some of the mountains were so
tough we had to stop every 40 or 50 yrds and rest. It was a hot day and we are only
allowed1 quart of water on these march@sats all the water any soldier should use a

day. Should never drink water. Just get the mouth wet as thats best. Oh yes, the weight
is down to 166 pds now. That is with my clothes on, probably weigh about 168mnwith

off.

Got a letter from Etta and alsme from HaroldDe t i e n . To tell you the
21 letters behind right now and its so doggone hard to find time to catch up.

The weather here has been fing shiningall the time. But doihget no burnas we

always keep our clothes on. Have been really hitting the ditches lately. Lots of fun and
hard knocks.Hardly ever see Willy or Jud. No time.

A short while age we went thrgh the battle innoculatiocourse. Crawling under live

fire on you stomeh, back, side etc. with your nose in pure clean mud through puddles of
water. Dynamite going off all around you. lts all for our good. When we came out, we
were covered from head to toe wittud. Anyway lots of fun.

Say Pa go and send me the Presafoouple of more months. Itgxed the other day.

Dont knowany thing about fourloughget. None of the tank crevesin get one yet, and

really dort know if we ever will. Maybe we will get one a little later on.

Hows every thing in G.R. Hows the kiBgrt Sis & Chuck Jr comg. O.K. thas good.

Well will close now as time is getting short.

God bless & keep us all until we can meet again.

| remain

Your loving son John

Junel6, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Momé& Dad,

|l 6m just wr it i tieganghmping wu wilkdo me tisetiawor Itask a ktle
later in this letter.

l tds so hot hear nthewsweattishuatdroppingidiommd. 6 m wr i t i ng
And now for that |ittle ?272. We | | ol 1l tell
going on furlough lately. | dont have any hope of going home any too soon. But you

candét tell what may come up. |l was just wond
Send it by a fAiMoney Or der . youthefitst Momio W, one of
dont need it after while 16l send it back.
Will close now as time is getting short.

Love

Your son John
P.S. Put the small card in the bookcagdso send you a bulletjnf you will read it
through, I think youl find my name in it.
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July2,1943

CampBeale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

| know its a long time since | have written. Put please accept my apologies. We are so
busy. Never have any wk ends off anymore. From now on its 7 days a wk. For the last

three wks ends we haaeobaed oombat erasge.

July 4" on Sunday, we will also be very busy. The preview of the entire division is going
to be held in camp here. The state of California has adopted e 113 very own. As

this is the only complete divigioin the state. All our vehicles now have names of Cal
cites counties, etc. on them and they are to be christened Surdegovenorsgoing to

be there and every thing. Its just a pile of bunk & work for us. This coming wk we go
out in the field for 4days straight. The wk after that another 4 days $irai§o now you

see why we dont get much time off. }/iO 6 &l should be home on fourlougiow, as

he toldme he was leaving the firsDont know anything about ours yet, some of the

fellas are geing em. Received the money order and cashed it and put it in the Co. safe.
Thanks a lot for sending it and sure will take good care of it.

The weather here well it hasnt rained for
mths, sun shing all the time. But we ddn
get no burn, as we are ratowed to take
our clothes off.

Hoping you people are all well and will try
to write as soon as | get time. You see by
the foregoing statement that we dont have
much time off. But any way its lots of fun.
Sure must be pl ai,as
we sometimes see captifiims and they
dort look any too good.

Will close now and hopintp hear from you,
always amious to hear for you.

Will say goodbye now

Love, John s o

Tanks and v hll !ﬂw y's 13th a red division line up on the parade ground a C(‘lml)
., as the state of Califor) Illdp( s the xﬁllnu “it; n.” More than 1000 vehicles,

ope

angis romj eps to tanks, took part in the adoption ny took luoh s to plslﬂl

eviewing stand. The l!ﬂ:dlll , which is mlu,.‘ inl: nit, was [nlzullnd(llﬂl
l California. Tanks were name d for various California counties and Itlt s 15,000 persons
watched.

' 2 {-’/:«2:: ’ Jgt/ e o
July 10,1943 Grand Rapid Press July 14, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother& Father

Received your letter and thanks a lot. | sent you a letter a short time back but you must
have not received it. But lll try and write more in the future.

The weather here, well Im telling yous iteally hot. How a fella does sweat. Its so hot

here you are just wet all the time. Lately we have been going on bivouacs for 3 or 4 days
straight, and you just cant write letters out there. Because you just dont see camp for 3 or
4 days. Boy the swess just pouring off from me.

Tomorrow is Sundayand this will be the lweek end we have had off in a month.
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It hasrt rained here in | should say 2 to 3 months. Everything is dried up and the ground

is just baked. Tomorrow | will write you more. Buill close for now

Love, John

P. S. Received the $50. 00. No news about fou

July 14,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father

| thought it was about time | wi® again. | realize it is quite a while since | last wrote.

But sometimes Im in a writing mood and lots of times | am not.

Boy Im telling, some times this place gets s
now is they are gog to stop all fourloughsll Aug. 23. But a fella just has to put up and

takeitfa t he best. May be 1061l get one some ti
The weather has been the same. You know, all sun no rain. And very very hot. They are
going to give regimental testbds between Aug
present. Already ehavehad platoon, Co & Batallotests.

Got a letter from Chuck the other day and sure welcomed it. Boy the young kids sure

must be growing. Im still staying down to old weight 165 pds. As you know | was about

187 or 188 when | came in.

| cant write althe time, as some times we go out in the field and stay for days.

It hasn rained here for close to 3 mths. So you can see how dry it is here. We have had

only about | cloudy day in those 3 months. So yowécdmherest of the letter is

missing TF)

July 18§ 1943
Camp Beale, Cal.
Dear Mothe& Father,
Am writing this letter on a Sunday nite. We happened to have the week end off. So |
thought Id better get down and write.
The weather here is still the sanyeu know, all sun. There ismuch news frm this
end. Dont know anything about a furlough yet. Maybe it will come on a little later.
Hawve been very busy lately and ddimd much spare time, all work. But are learning
some thing new every day. It really gets hot down here. But you cantldoghabout
it. Just sweat and sweat more.
Havent been taking many pictures lately, but will try and take some this week.
Well will close now as time is getting short.
Hope you are all well and may God bless us all.
| remain
With Love
Your son John
P.S. Received the Money Order O.K.

Save this paper Im sending for me.
(Enclosed is a copy of The Bealiner negyser, with the feature articte the 13
becomi ng &L aCaimbedrdinisioa and the ceremoiye)
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July 25,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

DearMother& Father,

Well its a wk end here, so | thought | had better get down to business and write you a
letter immediately. So here goes.

The weather here is the same as always, you know sun & more sun. Its very hot in fact
sometimes it gets very uncoonfable.

Right now, | happened to be listening to a comment over the radio oestbeation of
Mussalinieand how the allies are advancing, sure hope they keep the good works up.
About furloughs, donknow any thing much. Sometimes they send out repianes

from this regiment for overseas. Latest report is they are sending some out next month.
Most of the boys would like to go, as a fella some times gets a little discouraged with this
outfit. They throw so much stuff at a fella around here. But wiehave to put up with it

and take it in the best way possitieit if they want to send me, they can do it any time
they want to. | think Im fully prepared. And it would be a good change to get a little real
action instead of all this dry run stuff. 8ouo one knows when they will go. Is all | hope

is that | get a furlough before that.

Hows every thing in G.R. O.K. thefyood. Hows all the little Boeremas coming along. |
suppose they have lots of fun together. Huh.

Well will close now.

God bless usla

| remain

With love, your son

John

July 28,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father

| thought that | had better write you tonite as | have time. Where as | wont have for the

next2 nites, As we g o 0 ucampogoutiitbmonow.aAnd rumdivisional test

probl em. So 1 6d better start on with the | e
The weather here, well its so hot that 1t is
but its way up. Its so hot, that they wont even let us run the obstacle course in the

morning As it does a guy more harm than good, in this type of weather.

There hasnbét been much new going on around t
belong before | get a fourloughMaybe some time in Sept or before, if every thing goes

well. It will be 8 months next wk, that Ive been in here. Boy Im telling you time sure

flys.

| wouldnt know what to do if | even came home. Here | get up a 5 to 6:00 AM

(5:55AM). Wash my clothes quite a bit, shave every morning usually take 2 showers a

day-go tobed at 9:00. | suppose you cant imagine that. The latest | ever got to bed is

12:00.

Will close now. Hope you are all well, and may God bless us all.

| remain

Your son Love, John
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(John had a furlough and whsmeon 9 August 1943
for this photoNephrew Chucky Boerema is sitting on
his lap at the cottage in Holland, Mbhn washot
allowed to wear civilian clothes while on leaVé:)

Aug 20,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Hello, arrived back O.K. Sure seems different but a
used tot already Had a good train ride, but ditiget =
any to much sleep. The weather here lately, since | got
back, has been O.K. the nites are a little cool.

Cant write much now, but will write tomorrow again.
Just got news that we move out of this campafor
couple months sometime in Sept. Go up to Oregon 8
maneuvers and then probably come back here.
Will close now till tomorrow.

Yours,

John

Sept 81943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your letter, thanks a lot. Not much too write aboubere. You know the
same nothing usuallyUp at 6:00 AM, calhlanticsvork and then to bed.

The weather out here is still hot, but the nites are nice. A little cool for a change. The
other nite, out on bivouac, | even got a little chilly, usuallyst lay downon the ground
and go to sleep, never use a blanket. But after this may be Il try it for once.

We were supposed to go to Oregon for maneuvers, the wHbRit3 But the war dept
called it off and now we are waiting for special orderbatimaneuver up in Oregon
would have been about the largest ever in the U.S. 5 Divisions of Infantry and'the 13
Probably number about 50,000 troops, but now they cancelled us out of that. We had
been issued wool combat suits, extra blankets etat giss very cold up there at nite
usually 10 above.

Got new tanks this week and all new equipment, we sure needed it.

Say hello to every one, and will try and write a little oftener.

Love, John
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Sept 211943

Camp BealeCal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your letter and thought | had better write back rite away.

The weather out here has been very torrid (hot) and a guy sure can feel it, sweating all the
time.

Oh yes, Happy Birthday Pop. | hope this letter gets there on time. Not much has been
hapgening around here, although they are planning arganizing this division.

Cutting the regiments down and only have Battaliot stuff like that. But we ddn

know when or what its going to be like.

Has been rumors around that we are going to gedfchere before the rains sets in. But
you cant believe any thing.

Well if I think of more to write, | would but | just cant. So will be closing now & hoping
you are all well.

Am sending a snap shot along.

Love, John

Sept 28143

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothei& Father,

Just dropping a short line during noon hour. Nothing much new to report around here.
The weather has been pretty nice out here lately, although very cool at nite. Usually have
to have 2 blankets on.

Hope Pa had a happy birthday and mamyero come. Please notice new address. Will
try and send some pictures as soon as | get
Hows everything back in G.R. O.K. thats good. | suppose cool weather is starting to set
in there. And therefore | suppose you have to keep a fire agoing.

Well will close for now hoping you are all well and God may bless us all.

| remain

Love, John

(newaddress is changed to Ca.fdm Co. E)

29 Sept1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Well | thought | had better write you another short lettdmow these letters are not
very long, but they contain a little information, huh. As usual, nothing much to report
from this end of the line. The weather is O.K. the nites are very cool though.

Got your letter and thanks a lot. As | sure enjoy megem. My Chuck sure must be

busy. But i f the manpower gets too bad, he
daytime while he restds, huh.

Well will close now and hoping todar from you again soon.

Love, John
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(Brotherin-law CharlesBoerema wasot drafted butvas assigned toartime work
building gliders. He managed thithing store from 9:00 to early afterngoinenwent
to work in the glider factoryntil late in the eveniny.

Sept 30,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Its kinda lateat night but | thought | had better sit down and write a line.

The weather still nice and every thing going O.K.

Hows every thing back there. | hope O.K. | suppose its really cold by now well, just use
that little stove in the kitchen. Took some picgyreut the censors got hold of some of
them, huh.

Closing now and will try and write again tomorrow.

| remain,

Love, John

Oct 3,193

Camp BealeCal

Dear Mothe& Father,

This is Sunday nite, so | thought | had better write you a letter. The weagettys
nice, but still very cool at nite.

Went to Chapel this morning and had a very nice time. | dont think you could find a
betier lookingand as nicely furnfsed as ours. Have been going out in the tanks lately, as
you know we have our new ones. Abthe onlydiferenceis a little more streamlined
and has a gas instead of diesel engine. Plus a few other nick nacks.

Will close now till later.

Love, John

Oct 5,143

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Thought | had better drop a short line to i@ . Lights are out and
so | thought | would sit down and write.

Nothing much doing around here lately. Still going out in the field once in a while.

You asked about sending certain papers. Yes | see some of them. Usuallypbganhtre

from a kid by the name of John Langland here. Also, get the readers Digest and other
papers.

The weather is very nice, but the rainy season should start in a couple mths. But you can
never tell.

Will close now till later.

Love, John
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Oct 11,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mothe& Father,

Received your letter today and thought Id better write back immediately.

| got your can of codks, they sure were good. | @déew of them, and then went down

to the latrine, leaving the can on the bed open, ofseowhen | came back, every one

had smiles on their faces, so they must have enjoyed them. Also wrote to Ed & Alice &
thanked them.

Wi | | close till tomorrow when maybe 1061/
Love, John

Oct 17,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

DearMother and Father,

Received your letter and thanks loads. You asked in it wether | got your package (can) of
cookies. Well, I am positive | wrote you and mentioned Ig#itithem. But may be you

Ay o 1

barracks. Also sent (yesterday) you another roll pictures of tfes

battalion(4) 1 6m in the back ro ‘:’ i
me. :

Closing now till later.

Love, John

Oct 18,1943

Camp Beale, Cal.

Dear Mother and Father,

Thought 16d write again toni
another package with some chewing gum and slugs init. S
me know if you get them. In the box with the gum, shake ot
the papers wibh it is packed in. Youind some slugs, 50 cal.
are thdarge one. 45 cal are the small, stubby typeulalso
find some chunckef steel which are from a hand grenade.
Will you please put these on the book case with those othe
shells | had home on furlough.

The weather out here is kinda cool had a vigtle lsprinkle of
rain this morning, the first since last spring.

Will close now till a little later.

| remain

Love, John
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Oct. 24, 1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your | etter the other dglimay and t houg
Sunday morning. The weather is not so good, kinda chilly and very cloudy. Planned on
going to church this morning, but was held up, as | happened to be on duty over to
Battalion headquarters, as a messenger.

Nothing much new has been happeningiatbhere. Got a letter from Gert the other day
and am planning on writing her & Chuck this afternoon. Starting this week we go on the
firing range quite a bitNext week end we are also helg, as we have a firing problem

next Sunday and most likely lvgo out on Sat. and come back Monday. Usually always
go up into the mountains to fire these problems.

Say if you get that box of gum and other stuff in it let me know. Also those pictures |
sent. Give one of them, of me on the tank to Gert and Chuck.

Well will close now and hoping you are all well, will try and write more later.

Love, John

Oct 28,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother& Father

Thought | had better drop a line tonite. Thanks for the letters | get so regularly.

The weather, prettygoodjai t t | e chilly, not so much rain,
I 61 | be sure and write Melvin as soon as | g
Was on the tommy gun range yesterday. Tomorrow we have inspection of our tanks. Sat

we load em up and Sunday we are on a firing lprab So am kinda filled up for the

week end, huh.

Nothing much new to report from out here. Joe Louis is going to be here Monday and

give a demonstration. So will close till probably tomorrow.

| remain,

Love, John

P.S. Let me know if you get the piates & a box.

Nov 5,193

Camp BealeCal

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your letter and thanks a lot. Have been very busy lately and so, are kinda

behind in letter writing. But am going to try and catch up this week end.

Welll 61 | t ry aofdhe quassowseyou have feen asking. First, that can

came to me O.K, the paper was stil/l on and t
the string was around. | just cant remember.

About those pictures. Put them up somewhere. On the wdlelyaok caser in the

frontroom. Butdon keep 6éem roll ed up. ndde spl ay them
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fragments on the book casgth the rest. Just won anert medal for the tommy gun

(Sub Machine @n) so | might send that home. | hope you still hayeother medal.

(Thi s woul d [Shayshooteesdge forIMadhined&in. TF)

Am sending 2 more pictures home so be on the look for em. Also a magazine, save it.
Too bad about Mrs. Kae, plan on writing the family soon.

In this letteryou will find a money order for 20. Use that too pay up my insurance which
| think will be due in Dec. Just got a letter from Minuet @idirley in Detroit. They are

all very busyout there.

The weather out here is pretty good yet. Hasent started raining yet.

Well will close this short message now but will try and write more later. Just got through
washing, ah good old Rinsdbwork suits, field jacket and other small things. Usually
send it to the laundry, but was out last Sunday and this last Wednesdayairhene

many combat firing test which the battalion goes on. We use the live ammunition on
these.

Well till later.

Love, John

Nov 9,193

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Well | thought it was high time | wrote you in reply to your last letteothishig much

doing out here lately.

Oh yes, before Idrget. The night be fore | got you letter | sent you a 20 buck money
order for that insurance. So pay that insurance up. Huh, if | ever need money in a hurry,

dondt worry 10611 write.
We put our nameis for another fudugh. But wevont get it for quite awhile. That is if
we get any.

The weather out here is about the same, pretty nice. The nites sometimes are not so cool

as they were for awhile there.

Say while 1 think of it, the next time you gethance, go to the post office and send me a

money order for $25. | know it sounds funny, but | just dont want to get caught short of

cash, if any thingloes pop up. Andincaseldon use it , |l 611l send you
with interest. Huh.

Well will close now. And try and write you more later. | remain

Love, John

10 Nov,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,

Youbol probably get quite a few |etters these
Please wire it out by Western Union. | sgau a money order a few days ago. And now

| wish | would not have sent. As | expect a furlough th df&his month. If every

thing goes all rButgneedmore.l 6ve got $50 |l eft.

Well will close now. John
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Nov 13,143

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Moher and Father,

Received your letter todayd thanks loads. Haventegt much to write about.

Early Monday we pull out on a Corps test that is the whole Bn. Come back in I think
Tuesday night.

Wed night, | mean Thursday morning expect to leave on fghiou hope | hope. At

least | got the ticket today and expect to get home about Sat night. If everything goes
well.

So its snowing up there. We | | I 6m taking my
Well will close now

Till later

Johnny, love

John came home on furlgih mid November, 1943

Dec 2,1943

Camp Beale, Cal

Dear Mother and Father,
Have a little time to write so here goes. Arrived back O.K. things have been really

happening around here. We move out of this camp very soon. Know where to, but will

tell you, after we arrive there. It will be awhile yet. Your food and Gert & Chucks came

in very handy. Had a pretty good trip. But now have quite a few letters to catch up on.
Howseverything back there O.K. tisagjood.

Well will write more as soon as | get @n

Love, John

PSDondédt send any packages after you receive
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Dec 7,1943
Camp Beale Cal
Dear Mother and Father,
Just a short line. Moving out so here is my new address:
Pvt John P. Hazenberg 36411136
Co C 46 TankBn.
13"Ar méd Di v. A.P.O. 263
Camp Bowie
Brownwood Texas
Send all things to that address, am too busy to write.
Love, Son John
(This letter was sent in a small military Christmas cafe).

Dec 17,1943

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother& Father,

Not much time now, pretty late. Received your letter & will write you a long one soon as
possible.

The weather is pretty nice so far. Very cool at night.

Everything is O.K. Tell Gert & Chuck to get the change on the bulletin and will write
them, as sooas possible too.

Love, John

(This letter waslsoin a military Christmas card’F)

1944

Jan 61944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother& Father,

Received your package and thanksal&¢.now | 6ve been kinda | ate i
just a little too busy. But will try and improve in the future.

Been having pretty nice weather lateJust got a letter from Gert &HOck. But still am

behind in letters.

Been having ¥ Army tests all thisveek, so this whole week has been very busy. We
have a night bivouac test tomorrow nite s
Just now was going to take a shower and t
write more later.

Love, John

o |
h ou
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Jan 17194

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father,

Received your letter and have planned on doing so much .
writing andjust never felt like ibr didrt have time. Tomorrow [
night I plan on writing you a long letter if nothing interferes.
This last wk end | wat down to Camp Hood and saw Harold

down there, they got about 3 wks left ahdn they go back to &
thereout fit in Kentucky. Had
So will close till tomorrow nite. e
Love, John (Harold Dertien is on the right. Both were home
on leave in Nov. 1943TF)

Jan 29,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Dad,

Well its high time | dropped a letter. It seems | plan on writing every nite but just am not
in any mood or busy. The time flys so fastve been going out in the field so much

lately. Got back in camiate Friday nite and pull out Sunday nite again. Feb 6, | think it
is, we go out in the field for 30 days, so you can imagine what that will be like.

Ot her wi se there i snott hrusc hi sh atphpee nfiinrgs ta rloeutntde
wk. But will just have to start writing again.

So Walt finally got in, huh. I 61 I betcha th
Gosh, | just cant think of a-—-tWealmagvst o write.

evaything back there. O.K., thegood.
Well will close til a little later.
Love, John

Feb 6,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother & Father

Just dropping you a line, as have a little spare time out here in the field. At present we
are on a months maneuvers, back here in the hills.

The weather here lately haddm kinda rainy. It rained yesterday and was very misty this
morning. But it cleared up in the afternoon when we pulled out. And it kinda looks like
we might get some rain taghit. Lets hope not. As it ismery much fun in the field

when everythingd cold & wet.

Otherwise have not been doing any thing else very special. Anlghstg that | can

think of. Except that we are bottled dgr a whole moth out in the field. So it wont be

till March till we see someort of civilization again.

Oh yes | sent you a couple of books awhile back. Let me know if you got them. Also
yesterday | sent some pictures home. So you ought to get them in a short time. They are
notverypl ai n, ki ndadod theykave tooBHotd ort tdat Igadt [Aleém

38



as | might send back for one of them, if anything should come up and | need one. But for
the present, hold on to one for sure in case | want it.

Well hows everything going back there. | suppose you have everythingnigihée ball.
Well, thats tle way to have it.

HowsGert & Chuck and all the kids coming. | suppose the kids are growing every day.
Gosh, | must write them a letter soon. Had a carton of gum and sent it to themtbut don
know wetheithey got it or not.

| suppose its kinda cold updre yet. But it wont be long before it warms. The sun is just
going down and it is getting a little dark. So will close till a little later.

Hoping this reaches you in the best of health and Spirit.

| remain,

Love, John

Feb 181944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father,

Just a short line to let you know everything is O.K. We are still on maneuvers and will
be till the first part of March. Dondét have
something doing. The weather has been very cold aitel & bit of rain. The sun
happens to be shining now, but it is windy and cool.

Oh yes, | received your package and also Tom & iegralso Min & Irv Joe & Mrs.
Boerema. Also one from the Ladies Aid of Fuller Prot. But am so far behind in letter
writing have not caught up yet. But maybe a little later.

Well hows everything goingack there? O.K. | suppos8ay hello to everyone for me

and tell o6em 16l try and write them a | itt]
So will close till later.

Love, John

Feb 20,1944 ’ '.’( .

Camp Bowie Texas . "‘ . \

ASundayo

Dear Mother and Dad & Gert & Chuck & Children,
Thought | had better drop you a short line. And amtiroy it
all together as we dohave much spare time.

Yes we are still out in the field yet. | think about 10 days |}
in the field yet
Last night was a very miserable one. Damp, rainy and col@dS =
My feet were so cold it wag§

of clearing up.
Dont do much of any writing out here in the field. Notehu
in any mood even. Right now we are on another problem,

o . . A T8
we are still in oubivouac area, so | just started writing. Yo .
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can notice the writing is not so extra smooth. Must be my joints are still froze or
something.

Just a little while ago | alnsb stepped on a rabbit nest. It was only about 10 ft from the
tank. |looked inside of it and found 4 cute little tiny black rabbits, gosh they were cute.
We covered them up again with the rabbits fur and grass and put a couple of stakes up so
no one wald walk on them.

Last night was so dark you couldnt discern a figure 3 feet in front of you. | was on an
outpost for a couple of hrs. What a time. You would sweahgaud a noise over there

and ly golly theguy would pop up just the opposite placemptime. The tanks were 50
ydsapartanddm t el |l i ng you, e WenopittedawogddiR)thd ost tr yi
tank next to them.

Well will close till later and say hello to everyone for me.

Yes, | got the five bucks, thanks.

| remain

Love, John

March 121944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father,

Have been receiving yoletters regularly and you doknow how mucH appreciate

them. As mail dohcome to me so much nowadays. Received a letter from Gert &
Chuck. Sure was welcome. Just gibtkoP.-this is Sunday nite. The weather is pretty
good. Sorry | dyouhirtnday Argwag, mb, bappy pithday and
wish you many more.

Say what ever happened to that income tax problem of mm&Vafts home, huh,
hansomé r u t Idetcha hie iddks ducky in that suit, huh. You said something about
getting Gert & family a present, huh, well | had adittbugh luck. You know you can
trust no me in this armyAnd thas what happened in my case. Happened to leave my
wallet with 3 bucksin my locker by mistake. Some one picked the lockldied the
money. Oh yes, | gotoyrr 5 bucks you sent the first of the year, thanks loads. | borrowed
5 bucks and am going to try and make that last the rest of the . month

Next week a bunch afs go to Ft. Bliss for a week of anit@aft gunnery training.

That dealing \ith the 50 cal mach. gun. Tlsa¥larch 19 to 26. Otherwise nothing much
el se to report. Tell Gert 10611 send her son
now. Al will send you folks something if we are still down. But you know tijoes

so fast, and you just dbstay in one place forever.

So will close till

God Bless you all

Love, John
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March 28,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mom& Pop & Gert & Chuck & Kids (S5, Bert & Chucky)

Sorry | didrt write sooner but | wasent around last week and maslewt sent out. You
know downat Dona Ana, near El Paso, abdbtmin from it, at that anti aircraft Gunnery
class. Had a nice time, really enjoyed it out there ondkert] and let me tell you it was
really desert.

When | got back | had 2 letters from mom & pop and one from Gert and Chuck. Also
others, fom Joey and other persons. Mand Dad letters, one with 5 bucks another
with 10 bucks, received them in good cond i o n . Gertds letter with
I 61 | get you back someway or other, as | get
one of the fellas last week. But it lasted.

Nothing much new going on around here. We were supposed to go tcabalasiout

the 10" of April. But called off, so thesssomething in the air. Just ddmow what yet.
Very cold out herel, wouldrnt doubtbut what it siows.

Will close nowtill later.

Love, John

P.S. Tell Joe & Irv & Min, | got there letters and thankstawill try and write them

soon.

P.S. #2 So theidts liked the turtle, huh, thegood. Cute, Huh

Am mailing some pictures. Please save them for me if you can.

John was promoted to Private First Class in April 1%&4ning $54 a montverseas
pay would be a boost of 20%, equaling $64.80 a month while in Europe.

April 16, 1944

CampBowie, Texas

Dear Boeremas, and Ma & Pa,

Its about time | dropped you people a line | think. While I think of it, tell Ma & Pa, | got

all the $$ they sent and algours, and will try and repay it soon.

Well there 1isndét much going on down here. V
Baptist Church. But otherwise there just s
The weather is pretty niceodn here. Got a little sunbuyesterday aroundhée

shoulders. Saw Irvs pictune the paper the other nite. Have planned on writiegn for

so long, but just cdarget down to it. But am going to try to tonite.

Now, Im going to go rinse a pair of fatigue out, so will close tiitie later.

John
P.S.The envelope as you noticed is a little dirty. | am so sorry.
(included with this |letter is a copy of the

April 14, 1944. The paper had two pictures featuring th& &8mored Div.TF)
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April 23,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Father and Gert, Chuck, Coral, Bertie, Chucky,

Ahem, quiteaheadinBoy | 6 m t el | ietogriteyt@tiie,whole bynecherte h av

|l etter, Gosh, I woul dndét knypwouldyustbéa t o do i f
repetition of each other.

| just cart think of a thing to write anymore, why it would take the duration and 10 month

to catch up on all the letter writing.

Well to get on with the same old stuff.

This weather is pretty nice dovinere Went and saw Willy, this afternoon. Had a little

chat, you know, about the old ti mes. Just a
range quite a bit lately. So my time has been pretty will occupied.

Oh, yes, | sent a couple of pictures home.irlklthey are pretty nice, Gert & Chuck get

one and you keep one, Ma & Dad. | plan on segtlie watch home tomorrow.slt

kinda busted up. On maneuvers the second hand was always missing but | cracked the

crystal a few places and | snapped the stem&fits in pretty bad shape.

Boy things are really happening around here. | think in a few weeks some of us will have

new addresses. Il 61l explain. You see, when
Cadet schools, they put quite a few of them doerein the 18. Well they have to

make room for them, and they seem to be ship
Weve had cl ot hing c¢heeskisalwaanadtk watedfostthe c hec ks a
Afgod si gn a ltellwhoBealty is googuo get 8 go. About 14 car loads (train)

pulled out today (23 Sunday).

Well | cant think of much of any thing else to write, so will sign off.

Hows every thing going back there. O.K. | hope, | suppose it is warming up by now.

Say Bert Coral & Chug/ hows their little turtle coming. Did you teach him to talk yet?

Or did one of you Ilittle Atikeso swall ow hin
So till later,
Love, John

Western Union Telegram
May 5, 1944 -
Possibility | might be home

this weekend. John

Home on leave.

May 1944

Sister Gert

Bertie, Chucky, Coral
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May 20,1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

Dear Mother and Dad

Well, arrived back in camp Wedsaay, every thing is O.K. Batf course, am very busy.
In fact very busycatching up on different things. Been busy every nite soQaite a
few fellas pulled out a couple days before |
long before a few moref us get our shipping paperBeen seeing quite a few war films
that | missed, am going to one tonite. Had another clothing check té&gplacing all
our old stuff wth new stuff. But a fella ddrknow when his number is up. The next
week will tell.

The weather is kinda rainy lately. Pdéeadom mind the scribbling, as | am in a great

hurry.
Hows eerything back there. O.K. tlatpod.
Hows the kittens coming al ong. I 61 1 bet cha

the train was pulling out.

Im on guard this weekend so | imagin@dnt have much spare time.
Well will close till a little later.

Love, Johnnie

Western Union Telegram

May 24 1944

Wire $25 immediately. John

(Included in the envelope is a receipt for $35, send to Johisligther, EHazenberg.)

Camp Bowie Texas

May 25,1944

DearGert & Chuck, Kids, & Ma & Dad,

Well have been quite busy. Exjppeo get shippecdhia coupledays. Have been having so

many checks latelyook out a small allotment, which will be sent home ($15.00)

Sent Ma a telegram far little money, quick,asldon know wet her | 61 | get
not. Either will get sent to Replacement Delot1 at Ft Mead Maryland or No 2 at Ft

Ord Calif.

Dont have much time to write, as we are so busy. Hows ewegytjoing back there.

OK, thas good.

Will try and drop another line tomorrow nite.

Till then

Love, Johnnie

Included in the letter, whichwassnt t o Johnds sister Gertrude,
separate | etter to Johnds parents, and a pho
Mother and Dad,

Hold on to this picture and dblose it. Also this address:

Charles Cauble Jr. Charles Cauble, Jr.
Route#2 Box 89 R.R.#1 Box 296
Salisbury, N.C(wifes homé Salisbury, N.C. (dad & moms house)
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Also this address

Miss Betty Lippard

R.R. #1

Salisbury, N.C.

The last address is that of a very nice young woofavhich | have been corresponding
with .

If anything slould happerto me, you know what | mean, be sure and let them know.
(He enclosed photoof a couple, the mawas inuniform, and the inscription on the back
was: Chas. Cauble & wife, R.R. #1, Bo2&, SalisburyN.C. TF)

Camp Bowie, Texas
May 25,1944
Dear Mothe& Dad,
Received your box of candy and also the money yotteday. Thanks loads. | don
know wet her 106l get paid this month or not,
back & soon as possible. Thanks again.
Am very busy, in fact too busy. Will prably pull out Sunday for, | darknow where,
some port of replacement.
Also got your lettethanks. So Harold was hortieass nice.
Ah yes, please do this for ry@u know that lage 8 by 10 picture |
havenot the small one | put in the frarbet that oe of me
Acrouchingd by t he bathatlargekeml i n my | i ght kak
nice one of me that was with the ones in the pgelan the piano
(it dosenthave any tank or any thing it, just me) Will give it too
Chuck and ask him to wrap it up between some cardboard real good
and send it too the following addreséiss Betty Lippard
R.R. #1
Salisbury, North Carolina  and put return address of John
P. Hazenberg
1025 Helen St. N.E.
Grand Rapids Michigaim the upper left handorner of the
package. He ddrhave to send it insured and if no frame is
avdlable, send it just as itidecause if there is gla# it it might bust and | dont want
that. Don forget that large 8x1®f me in my light kaki uniform along side the barracks.
O.K. thanks.
Love till a little later John
PS Send that picture dek as possible.

May 27, 1944

Camp Bowie, Texas

DearMother& Dad,

Just dropping you a short line till a little later. A few of us are pulling out of here in a
couple of days.
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