


direct hit on their foxhole. When morning finally came after a wet,
sleepless night my platoon (the 2nd platoon. commanded very sbly by
Lt. Charles L., Amos of High Point, North Carclina) moved across the
road to the left and prepared to ®"jump off”,

The attack started soon after we had gotten into positicn, with
*C" Company attacking on both sides of the road. We advanced without
resietance until we had gone s=ome dietance into the forest, at which
time we were taken under hesavy machine gun fire. At first we wers
“pinned down", but by a heavy answering fire the enemy guns were put
out of action and the advance continued. Thise ocourred at lezst twice
before we were stopped ocompletely by the heavy resistance of the Germans.
When we were held up at last it was depcided that the company should
fall back in order to let the artillery fire on the Germans; and so we
withdrew perhape one-guarter of a2 mile and dug in sgain. While waiting
for the artillery barrage it grew very gquiet and most of us climbed out
of the foxholes and sat down with our backs against the trees. Being
tired and very new to combat, I immeliately went sound dsleep, I awoke
perhaps ten minutee later at the sound of asveral shouting volces and
on first loo¥ing around thought myeelf completely alone. Then, when
I looked more carefully I wae astonished to see that the rest of the
men were crouched down in the holes. Somebody yelled,;"Cet in that hole
quick, you big lug, there's been a sniper shooting up this place for
the lest Tive minutesi" Very Trightened, I guickly Jiumped into the hole
I had dug before asking any more guestione., I zoon realized what the
situation wasz however, for a burst of fire from a Schmeisser machine
Pistol rattled through the treses around ue. I was very lucky that I
wasn't killed due to my lack of discretion in going to sleep, and this
episode taught me a good lesson.

At Overloon I emw more dead men than I have ever seen since, for
our 454th Armored Field Artillery Battalion fired into a German counter-
attack in the woode there, and every burst wae at tree-top level. I
don't know the naeme or number of the unit which wae caught by the barrage,
but they were evidently mounted on bicycless because we found hundreds
of good bicycles lying smong the dead in the woode and along the road,
Our own battalion commander, Major Jchannson, was wounded (he eventually
had to be evacuated, though he made every effort to remain with us)
and the captain who commanded Headquarters Company lost = leg when the
Gemans out-flanked us with an 88 and fired down a fire-break which
crossed the road.

I can well see why Overloon has become known in Eurcpe as “"the
second Caen®, even though the 7th Armored fought there only a few days
compared with the months that the British slugged it out in that
sector. I shall slways remember the apples in the orcharde we passed
through--they proved to be a very tasty addition to the monotonous
field rations. I &m also grateful to a Dutch farmer who offered soup
to five of us while we were in the rear vwaiting to lead the 38th
Armored Infantry up to the line. At the time we could trust mo one and
~hence were afraild to eat the soup, but now I can see that he was trying
~to be as hospitable as possible under very adverse conditions.

_ Somedsy I hope to return to Surope and to Overloon, for I would
i e very much to see again the places in which the 7th Armored Divieion

ermans. I would particularly enjoy seeing your war museum
lking with all of you who 1live in mﬁhnm-r ‘have never met you
gard you all as my good friends.
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I wap only a lowly Infa
about the major mspects of
letter 1s what you wanted wh
Armored, I correepond irreg
and I would like to hear from you if you
this letter, = :

T was wounded in the leg during the
returned to the front in time to see act .
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I later had to have a second operati
govermment because of my wound and :
spring of 1946. T expeot to becom
not be permitted to go into practice for =
interneship of a year in a hoapltal. As 8o
it T hope to return to Holland for 2 visit, an
will pee you if and when that time comes,

Your American friend,
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