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HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO 257                  U S ARMY

SUBJECT:  After Action Report,, 7th Armored Division,

          Period 1-31 August, 1945

T0     :  The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D. C.

             (Through Channels)
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HOMEWARD BOUND  
The 7th Armored Division was under the XXI Corps of the Seventh U.S. Army, and remained in the landkreis of BUCHEN in the province of BADEN throughout the month of August. At the beginning of the period, the Division was organized as follows:


COMBAT COMMAND "A"
COMBAT COMMAND "B"

23rd Armd Inf Bn
17th Tank Bn


38th Armd Inf Bn
40th Tank Bn


48th Armd Inf Bn
707th Tank Bn


33rd Armd Engr Bn
87th Cav Rcn Sq Mecz


DIVISION ARTILLERY
DIVISION TRAINS

434th Armd FA Bn
77th Armd Med Bn


440th Armd FA Bn
129th Ord M Bn


489th Armd FA Bn
446th QM Tr Co


203rd AAA AW Bn (SP)
3967th QM Tr Go

The 9th Armored Group was relieved from attachment to the 7th Armored and attached to the 46th FA Group on 1 August. It left the Division area on 2 August. The 203rd AAA AW Bn (SP), was relieved from assignment to the Division and assigned to the Seventh U.S. Army on 6 August and left the Division area the same day. This battalion had been with the Division since the 7th Armored entered combat in August 1944. The Division Artillery adjusted its internal boundaries after the departure of the 203rd, with the 434th Armd FA Bn assuming responsibility for that battalion's former sector in addition to its own.

Maj Gen ROBERT W. HASBROUCK turned over the command of the Division to Colonel JOHN L. RYAN, JR on 6 August and left the Division the following day for an assignment in the United States. Gen HASBROUCK had commanded the 7th Armored Division since 1 November 1944. Colonel ANDREW J, ADAMS took Colonel RYAN's place as Chief of Staff. On 28 August, Colonel ORVILLE W. MARTIN,
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Artillery Commander, assumed command of the Division while Colonel RYAN was on pass. (On 6 September, the command of the Division was taken over by Brig Gen TRUMAN E. BOUDINOT).

On 16 August, Combat Command "A" utilizing the 23rd Armd Inf Bn conducted a security search and raid on the town of ADELSHEIM in accordance with a Division operations instructions dated 081030B August. Four Wehrmacht members without proper discharge papers and one suspected civilian were arrested. A check of all civilians entering the landkreis was conducted on 20 August and eight drivers without proper papers were apprehended.

Occupational duties such as Military Government, civilian control, maintaining roadblocks, guarding key installations, and maintaining a security alert force of one company, battery, or troop, were carried out until 23 August. At 232000B August, the 7th Armored was relieved of the responsibility for its zone of occupation by the 119th FA Group which utilized the 81st Cav Rcn Sq, Mecz to carry out the relief. After being relieved, the Division units had only the responsibility of internal security of the billet area. The PWs in the Division enclosure were evacuated through normal channels, and the alert force discontinued.

The Division was reduced to cadre strength by 25 August through the redeployment of its personnel. After this time, the Division began to receive personnel and prepare to return to the United States. On 30 August the 7th Armored was alerted by the XXI Corps with the availability date of 11 September and readiness date of 21 September set.

(On 7 September, instructions were published for the movement of the 7th Armored Division from BUCHEN landkreis to CAMP LUCKY STRIKE, France. The movement was to utilize both rail and motor truck and would be carried out from 12-17 September).
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BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL BOUDINOT:


(signed)


A. J. ADAMS

Colonel, G.S.C.,

Chief of Staff.
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APPENDIX I

JOURNALS

G-3 Journal and Messages

G-4 Messages

REPORTS AND ORDERS


G-2 Periodic Report

G-3 Periodic Reports

Operations Instructions

General Orders

REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES, ORDERS. ETC) OF THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT UNITS OF TEE 7TH ARMORED DIVISION:


Combat Command "A"

Combat Command "B"


7th Armored Division Artillery

7th Armored Division Trains

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Battalion

440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

33rd Armored Engineer Battalion


77th Armored Medical Battalion


129th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion


87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized

RESTRICTED
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