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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS.


After nearly a month of rest, training, and maintenance, the 7th Armored Division was in position astride the Holland-German border in the general vicinity of HEERLEN, Holland to GEILENKIRCHEN, Germany, preparatory to participating in the Ninth U. S. Army's drive deeper into Germany. The division itself remained in XIII Corps reserve although component units were committed under attachment to other divisions.


During the first half of the month, the division moved east of the WURM RIVER and prepared to attack to the east, northeast, or north. Extensive plans were formulated for the seizure of BRACHELEN, Germany, but all operations beyond the ROER RIVER, were dependent upon the seizure or destruction of the ROER RIVER dam, south of DUREN. In German hands, this dam could be used to flood the entire ROER RIVER valley, and cut off or destroy any forces therein. Unsuccessful attempts to destroy the dam by aerial bombardment were made each day that the weather permitted, starting on 3 December.


The combat forces of the division were in Germany awaiting destruction of the dam when, on 16 December, the entire division was alerted to move into the area of the VIII Corps of the First U. S. Army. Early in the morning of 17 December, 1944, the first elements of the division began the move southward. Upon arrival in the new area, Combat Command "B", established a defensive line to the east of ST. VITH. Combat Command "A", and, Combat Command "R" took up positions in the vicinity of BEHO and south of RECHT, respectively. Little definite information was obtainable about the situation and the movement forward was delayed by the traffic of retreating troops that jammed the roads.
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At ST. VITH, contact was made with elements of the 106th Infantry Division and Combat Command "B", of the 9th Armored Division. With the aid of these, and the remnants of other units in the vicinity, a semi-circular defense line to the east of ST. VITH, was established by the Commanding General of Combat Command "B", 7th Armored Division, Brigadier General BRUCE C, CLARKE.


Combat Command "A", attacked and recaptured POTEAU, on 18 December, and held that town until 23 December. Combat Command "B", withstood continued German attacks to the east of ST. VITH, until 21 December when the enemy broke through the line from the southeast. Combat Command "B", withdrew to a new defensive position on the high ground to the west of ST. VITH. Many units were cut off by the Germans and had to fight their way back through the town.


At 202230 December, orders were received attaching the division to the XVIII Corps (Airborne). The supply routes from the Division Trains had been cut on 20 December resulting in the suspension in the normal flow of supplies until 22 December, when a consolidated column was brought through by a round-about route. The enemy was reported in positions to the south, southwest and to the north and northwest. On 22 December, Combat Command "B", was forced to fall back again. Combat Command "A", continued to hold POTEAU, in the face of attacks of increasing ferocity.


The final withdrawal was on 23 December. It was well panned and well coordinated. The non-essential vehicles had been withdrawn the day before, and with clock-work coordination, the combat commands and attached units passed over the only two bridges remaining across the SALM RIVER, to assembly areas behind the 82nd Airborne Division's line.
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Early on 24 December, the division was again in action defending the town of MANHAY. Combat Command "A", was holding the town and had started a withdrawal to another position when a savage German attack of infantry and armor drove Combat Command "A" from the town with heavy losses. Combat Command "B", was committed and launched an unsuccessful attack to retake the town on 25 December. Positions were consolidated on 26 December and the following day, two companies of the 3rd Bn., of the 517th Parachute Regt., attached to Combat Command "A", recaptured MANHAY. Combat Command "A" and Combat Command "B" continued to defend the town until the night of 29-30 December when the 7th Armored Division was relieved by the 75th Infantry Division. At the turn of the year the division was in Corps reserve performing maintenance of vehicles and rehabilitation of personnel.

OPERATIONS IN GERMANY.


December opened with the 7th Armored Division astride the Holland-German border in the vicinity of GEILENKIRCHEN, Germany, supporting the Ninth U. S. Army's drive deeper into Germany. The division was in reserve for the XIII Corps with the mission of supporting the attack of the 84th and 102nd Infantry Divisions. It was to be prepared to pass through a bridgehead over the ROER RIVER to attack east, northeast or north.


Division headquarters was located in ROBROCK, Holland. The division order of battle was as follows:
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CCA
CCB
DIV. TROOPS

48th Arm'd Inf. Bn.
23rd Arm'd Inf. Bn.
203 AAA Bn.(-)

A/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.
31st Tk. Bn.
814 TD BN, (-)

D/87th Cav Rcn.Sq. Mecz.
B/33rd Arm'd Inf. Bn.
33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn. (-)


B/87th Cav.Rcn.Sq.Mecz.
87th Cav.Rcn.Sq.Mecz.


CCR
D/203rd AAA Bn.

38th Arm'd Inf.Bn.
C/814th TD Bn.
DIV. TRAINS
40th Tk "B"
1/B/814 TD Bn.
129th Ord. Maint. Bn.(-)

C/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn.
1/Rcn/814 TD Bn.
77th Med.Bn.Arm'd.   (-)

Ord. Det.

446 QM Tr. Co.       (-)

Med. Det.

3967 QM Tr.Tn. Co.   (-)



B/203 AAA Bn.


Division Artillery was under XIII Corps control. It consisted of:


434th Arm'd F.A. Bn.


440th Arm'd F.A. Bn.


489th Arm'd F.A. Bn.


A and C/203 AAA. Bn.


Attached to the division were the 814th TD Bn., 203 AAA Bn, 446 QM. Trucking Company and the 3967th QM Troop Transport Company. Detached from the division were the 17th Tank Bn (attached to the 102nd Inf. Div), and the 40th Tank Bn. minus B & D Companies (attached to the 84th Inf. Division).


Combat Command Reserve, commanded by Colonel JOHN L. RYAN, JR., was in the vicinity of UBACH, Germany on 1 December. The only divisional unit in action under division command was "B", Company of the 40th Tank Battalion which was supporting the 84th Infantry Division's operations in the vicinity of LINDERN. It was under the control of Combat Command "R". Company "A" of the 40th Tank Battalion was holding LINDERN with elements of the 84th Infantry Division. "B" Company was sent in to reinforce it. Due to enemy artillery concentrations on the supply route, supplies were brought to the two companies by means of the "Blue Ball Express," an innovation using the light tanks of "D" Company to bring up trailer loads of rations and ammunition under the cover of darkness.


Combat Command "B" under the command of Colonel BRUCE C. CLARKE, was alerted to move east of the WURM RIVER and to assemble at GEREONSWEILER.
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The mission was to attack southeast from LINDERN, and to seize LINNICH by passing through the 84th and 102nd Infantry divisions. The 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion was to support the attack. However, due to the progress of the infantry divisions, it was not necessary to commit Combat Command "B".


Combat Command "A", under Colonel DWIGHT A. ROSEBAUM, located in the vicinity of HEERLEN, Holland, was undergoing a training and maintenance program pending operations to the east.


On 2 December, Division Tactical Headquarters was established in RIMBURG, Germany. Combat Command "B" moved east of the RIVER. This placed two combat commands east of that river, prepared for immediate operations to the east, northeast, or north. At 020115A December, the elements of the 40th Tank Battalion which had been attached to the 84th Infantry Division, were relieved from such attachment. "B" Company of the 40th Tank Battalion was then attached to the 84th Infantry Division.


While prepared to repel any enemy counterattacks, the division units continued with training and maintenance programs. At 031200 December, the 17th Tank Battalion was relieved from attachment to the 102nd Infantry Division and returned to Combat Command "R" control.


Proposed operations to the east were dependent upon the destruction of the enemy-held ROER RIVER dam, south of DUREN. The enemy was capable of countering an Allied offensive in this area by flooding the ROER RIVER valley. This would result in either destruction of the troops in the flooded region or the cutting of our supply lines. To eliminate this threat, Allied air forces made several attempts to destroy the dam by bombing. The first of the attempts was made on 3 December.


While training and maintenance continued for the division as a whole, various

S-E-C-R-E-T

-5-

S-E-C-R-E-T

divisional units were in action while under attachment to other commands. "B" Company of the 40th Tank Battalion was attached to the 84th Infantry Division from 022230 to 061600 December. "C" Company of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion was also under attachment to the 84th Division from 032100 to 060015 December. The 48th Armored Infantry Battalion was attached to the 102nd Division from 051400 to 092400 December. The 17th Tank Battalion was attached to the 84th Division from 091400 until 162000 December.


During the period, detailed plans were made for seizing the town of BRACHELEN, Germany. The town was defended by the 694th, 695th and the 696th Regiments of the 340th German Infantry Division. The attack was dependent upon the destruction of the ROER RIVER dam which would isolate the town. When the dam was broken it would take from 4 to 5 1/2 hours for the crest of the flood to reach BRACHELEN, and as the dam could not be bombed before 1000, the attack was to be launched the day after the destruction of the dam.


Combat Command "B" was assigned the job of taking BRACHELEN. The plan of attack was outlined in Operations Instructions 110900 December, known as plan "Dagger." Combat Command "A" was to move east of the WURM RIVER after Combat Command "B's" attack. Both combat commands were constituted as follows:


CCA
CCB
CCR


40th Tk Bn
23rd Arm'd Inf.Bn.
C/33rd Arm'd Engr.Bn.


48th Arm'd Inf.Bn.
31st Tk.Bn.


A/33rd Arm'd Engr.Bn.
38th Arm'd Inf.Bn.


D/87th Cav.Rcn.Sq.Mecz.
B/33rd Armd Engr.Bn.


A/814th TD Bn.
B/87th Cav.Rcn.Sq. Mecz.


1/Rcn/814th TD Bn.
C/814th TD Bn.


Det/1/77 Med.Bn.Arm'd.
1/B/814th TD Bn.


Det/1/129th Ord. Bn.
1/Rcn/814th TD Bn.



D/203 AAA Bn.



Det/1/77th Med.Bn.Arm'd.



Det/1/129th Ord. Bn.
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On 10 December, Colonel BRUCE C. CLARKE was promoted to Brigadier General, as Commanding General of Combat Command "B". At 101000 December, Combat Command "B" was placed in Corps reserve, but at 111500 December, Combat Command "B" was released and Combat Command "A" became Corps reserve. Division Main Headquarters moved from ROBROEK to HEERLEN, Holland, on 13 December. The division continued training and maintenance, pending destruction of the ROER RIVER dam and the beginning of the operations "Dagger." On 16 December (beginning of the German counteroffensive in BELGIUM), the division was ordered to move south into BELGIUM.
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7th   A R M O R E D E D   D I V I S I O N

Battle of St. Vith

17 - 23 December 1944

OPERATIONS OF 7TH ARMORED DIVISION – BATTLE OF ST. VITH

16 DECEMBER 1944

Division Alerted

On the 16 December, 1944, the 7th Armored Division with its attached troops, located east and northeast of HEERLEN (K7656), Holland, was in XIII Corps Reserve. At 1730 it was alerted for early movement to the VIII Corps in the vicinity Of BASTOGNE (P5558), Belgium. The Asst. G-3, Major MOELLER, and the Commanding General, CCB, left at 2100 for VIII Corps Hq. Instructions were received outlining the division assembly area as generally between VIELSALM (P7089) and ST. VITH (P8588). Advance billeting parties departed for the new area at 2130.

17 DECEMBER 1944

Movement South

The Division was alerted to move at 170200. It received orders to cross the initial point on the west route at 0330. The column was on the road when further orders were received to delay the movement one hour. For further details refer to attached overlay No. 1.

Trouble commenced even before the Division arrived in the prescribed assembly area. The east route was cut by the enemy south of MALMEDY (K7804) between Division Headquarters (TAC) and Division Artillery, necessitating the latter and all following elements to turn back and place themselves on the west route in rear of the troops already moving thereon. This was successfully accomplished, but resulted in a considerable delay in the arrival of the artillery to its firing positions. Traffic on the west route continued to roll fairly well until noon on the 17th, then it was slowed by congestion resulting from the ever thickening stream of friendly troops flowing west and northwest from the threatened POTEAU (P7791)-VIELSALM (P7089)-BEHO (P7581) -ST. VITH (P8588) area. Towards nightfall the traffic congestion increased, and the 7th Division column stretching from POTEAU (P7791) through VIELSALM (P7089), TROIS PONTS (P6798), and STAVELOT (K7101) 1) to the north was brought to a complete standstill. The only troops which had arrived in the VIELSALM (P7089)-ST. VITH (P8588) area were the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Combat Command R, Combat Command B, Combat Command A, and Division Headquarters (TAC) . The artillery, tank destroyers, anti-aircraft artillery, engineers and Trains were still on the road unable to move. By daylight the column was rolling again but was once more intercepted by the enemy, this time at STAVELOT (K7101) at 0800 of the 18th. D Battery of the 203rd AAA AW Battalion (SP) was attacked by fire from the southeast of STAVELOT (K7101), but successfully disengaged and with the one company of ordnance to its rear withdrew to the north. They finally rejoined the Division by circuitous route through SPA (K6711) and AYWAILLE (K5310).

Combat Command B – Goes into Position

Combat Command B had closed in an assembly area near VIELSALM (P7089) at approximately 1100, 17 December 1944. General CLARKE, Commanding General, Com-
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bat Command B, had visited Commanding General, VIIII Corps, at BASTOGNE (P5558) and had been partially acquainted with the general situation as well as it was known at that time. The Corps Commander directed him to proceed to 106th Infantry Division Headquarters at ST. VITH (P8588) and give that Division assistance. At 1200, 17th December, the situation in the ST. VITH (P8588) area was critical. See Overlay No. 2. The 14th Cavalry Group retiring. Communications with the two surrounded Combat Teams was sporadic by radio. To the south of Regimental Combat Team 424, 106th Infantry Division, the situation was hazy. There was no physical contact between the units shown on overlay.

The Commanding General, 106th infantry Division, urged an immediate attack east from ST. VITH (P8588) to take and hold SCHOENBERG (P9588) in order to provide an escape corridor for the two surrounded combat teams. This was prepared for and plans were made and approved by the Division Commander. However, due to the congestion an the roads, it as impossible to get troops of Combat Command B from the vicinity of VIELSALM (P7089) to ST. VITH (P8588) in time to launch the attack that afternoon. In the meantime the enemy had approached ST. VITH (P8588) from the east and was only three to four thousand yards from the town. The 106th Infantry Division at about 1530 sent elements of Headquarters Company, 81st Engineer Battalion; 168th Engineer Battalion less one company; and one platoon of infantry, formerly used as CP guard, to block the road to the east of ST. VITH (P8588). The 106th Division made available to Combat Command B the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, in position at OBR EMMELS (P8290). During the afternoon of the 17th the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, first Combat Command R unit to arrive southeast of RECHT (P7994) by the east route; the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, first unit to arrive by the west route; and troops of Combat Command B were rushed to the east of ST. VITH (P8588), arrived piecemeal, and disposed defensively by the Commanding General, Combat Command B. See overlay No. 3. When this was accomplished, the Commanding General of the 106th Infantry Division turned over the defense of ST. VITH (P8588) to the 7th Armored Division. (Time 1530). At 2030 on the 17th the following message was received by telephone from the S-3, Combat Command B: “Request that Combat Command B liaison officer at Division Headquarters be released and returned to Combat Command B Headquarters in order to get overlay of Combat Command B situation. Have set up defensive line east of ST. VITH (P8588) which is tied in in all areas save two. These are being corrected at this time. While we have been receiving all manner of reports that there are as many as sixty enemy tanks in our sector, the troops have received comparatively little fire--some small arms and mortar fire on their positions with very few casualties. The reserve of Combat Command B consists of 38th armored Infantry Battalion minus one company.
 We feel that we can handle the situation." It should be noted that at 1640 the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and 38th Armored Infantry Battalion were attached VOCG
 to Combat Command B.
Combat Command R – Arrives in Assembly Area

During the afternoon of the 17th, while Combat Command B was thus establishing the defense east of ST. VITH (P8588), Combat Command R was moving by the east route into its assigned assembly area generally south of RECHT (P7994). There it closed less stragglers at 1500. As the 38th Armored
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Infantry Battalion was attached to Combat Command B at 1640, the only unit remaining under Combat Command R control was the 17th Tank Battalion. The CP of the Combat Command was established in RECHT (P7994).
Combat Command A – Arrives in Assembly Area

During the afternoon of the 17th Combat Command A, which had marched behind Combat Command B on the west route, assembled in the vicinity of BEHO (P7581). Headquarters, Combat Command A, closed in BEHO (P7581) at 1755 and the remainder of the command closed in the new area in the vicinity of BEHO (P7581) at 1905. Due to the gravity of the situation east of ST. VITH (P8588) and at RECHT (P7994) and in view of the enemy's approach towards POTEAU (P7791) from the northeast, threatening to outflank Combat Command B on the north, the Commanding Officer, Combat Command A, was instructed at midnight of the 17th to report to the Division CP at 180700 and to have his command alerted to move on thirty minutes’ notice after 180700.

814th Tank Destroyer Bn – Arrives in Assembly Area

During the afternoon of the 17th the Corps Commander ordered that the 7th Armored Division establish a road block at RJ797944. Upon arrival of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion in the assembly area at VIELSALM (P7089) at 2300, a platoon of destroyers with reconnaissance elements of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion was dispatched on this mission. The platoon reached the road junction without incident where it stayed until 181525, at which time it was recalled. Also the commanding officer of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion was instructed to send one tank destroyer company to Combat Command B by way of BEHO (P7581) at first light on the 18th of December.
18 DECEMBER 1944

Orders Issued

For the situation at midnight of the 17th December see overlay No. 3. The Division Artillery was still tied up in the traffic jam north of VIELSALM. At 0300 a field order in fragmentary form was issued assigning troops and missions to each of the major subordinate commands of the Division as follows: Combat Command R: “Your comd will have responsibility for defense N sector Div Z which incl Rd Blk estb at Grand Halleux (P6993). Attchd your comd 1/38
, 1/33, 1 (minus 1 plat)/814, 1 plat/203, 1/87 all effective 180800. Est and maintain contact with CCB vic (839909)". Combat Command B: "Det your Comd 1/38
 to CCR. Atchd 1 plat 203, 1/87, A/814; all effective 180800. Est contact CCR. Your comd is responsible for defense of east sector of Div Z to incl Rd Blk est at NIEDEREMMELS (P8390)". Combat Command A: "Your Comd reverts Div Res with normal local security on S. Atch 1 Rcn Tr effective 180800.” Corresponding orders concerning the changes of attachments were sent to 203rd AAA AW Battalion (SP), 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion. At this time information of the enemy was extremely sketchy, the only source being divisional units which had just arrived in the area. The Division Artillery observation planes had not yet arrived. As the enemy was strong on the east and was approaching POTEAU (P7791) from the northeast, and in view of the presence of Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division and 424th Regimental Combat Team on the
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South giving protection to that flank, the Division Commander decided to have CCA attack the enemy in POTEAU (P7791). CCA's mission: to take POTEAU (P7791) and secure the ST. VITH (P8588)-POTEAU (P7791) road. The plan included having CCB push to the east of ST. VITH (P8588) sufficiently to allow CCA to move from BEHO (P7581) via MALDINGEN (P7883), ST. VITH (P8588) and RODT (P8189) against the enemy at POTEAU (P7791). At the same time Combat Command R, less the 17th Tank Battalion still in position southeast of RECHT (P7994) was to establish patrols on the Division's north flank from the Salm River along the high ground north of PETIT THEIR (P7491) to POTEAU (P7791) and make contact with Combat Command A on its right.
Combat Command B – Is Attacked

At 180800 the enemy attacked CCB from the northeast and east. Two medium tank companies from the 14th Tank Battalion, and A Company, 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion, all from Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, were sent north to reinforce the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron line. By 1100 this attack had been stopped and the line was restored to its original position. At 1200 the tank destroyer company of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion which had been ordered forward the night before finally arrived in Combat Command B sector and was sent into position. Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was detached from Combat Command B and attached to Combat Command A in accordance with the orders of 0300 that morning, but it was never possible to send a reconnaissance troop to Combat Command R. At 1530 a second attack, estimated to be a battalion of infantry, was launched against the positions east of ST. VITH (P8588). This attack was repulsed. A readjustment of troops was made at approximately 1600, and the elements of Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, were withdrawn and returned to their parent headquarters at 2130. At 2230 attacks by enemy tanks were repulsed, but continuous noises and troop movements were audible throughout the night.

Combat Command A – Attacks

Combat Command A moved out at 1010 from its assembly area at BEHO (P7581) to proceed to POTEAU (P7791). D Troop, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was to remain on the south to occupy outpost positions vacated by the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion vicinity THOMMEN (P8181), ESPELER (P8079) and DEIFELT (P7679). Likewise, Company D, 40th Tank Battalion and Company A, 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion, remained in positions near BEHO (P7581) and ROGERY (P7284) respectively. As the advance guard approached POTEAU (P7791), contact was made with a hostile tank. The infantry company of the advance guard dismounted and entered POTEAU (P7791) at 1320. Hostile resistance was strong and at 1530 Combat Command A was still held up at POTEAU (P7791). At 1600 the Division Commander sent a message to the Commanding Officer, Combat Command A:
"Imperative you seize POTEAU this PM and hold it.”
By 1700 the road junction was in our control and by 1800 our infantry and tanks were in POTEAU (P7791). At the end of the day POTEAU (P7791) was in our hands, outposts had been established, and strong defensive measures on avenues of approach to the town were organized. Nevertheless, there was no contact between Combat Command A and Combat Command R on the west, nor was the road between PETIT THEIR (P7491) and POTEAU (P7791) safe to travel, as it was covered by enemy fire.

Combat Command R – Is Attacked

At midnight of the 17th December, Combat Command R was almost completely ignorant of the enemy situation. Having received increasing numbers of reports
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of enemy in the vicinity of RECHT (P7994) and information indicating that the 14th Cavalry Group had been withdrawn from their north, northeast and east, Combat Command R increased local security with all available personnel and equipment. After continued reports of enemy activity, including an ambush 1-1 1/2 miles east of RECHT (P7994), one tank company of the 17th Tank Battalion moved into town to outpost to the west, north and east, supported by existing outposts. After an enemy attack and infiltration commencing at 0200, Combat Command R determined that in the absence of infantry attachments it would be impossible to hold the town without great loss of vehicles. Consequently, at 0245 troops in the town were ordered to evacuate to the southwest covered by the tank company which withdrew in a southeasterly direction towards the 17th Tank Battalion assembly area. The Combat Command CP moved initially to POTEAU (P7791) but was forced by enemy action from there to VIIIE DU BOIS (P7189) before daylight. However, the 17th Tank Battalion remained in its original position southeast of RECHT (P7994). At 0600 C Company of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion was attached to Combat Command R for outpost duty with the tanks and was further attached to the 17th Tank Battalion. During the day the 17th Tank Battalion held its position. Furthermore, Combat Command R established a strong outpost composed of its attached engineers and tank destroyers along with a platoon of B Company, 23rd Armored Infantry Battalion, and a number of straggler vehicles and personnel which it collected. These troops held their positions throughout the day. The railroad overpass at (724901) was prepared for demolition by C Company, 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion, to be blown on the order of Commanding Officer, Combat Command R. During the day of the 18th December, two M-16 AAA units, a pair of M-36 tank destroyers, and a reconnaissance platoon of the tank destroyer battalion were placed north of VIELSALM (P7089) to block the road from TROIS PONTS (P6798). Initially under the command of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, this force was attached to Combat Command R at 201500 December 1944.

Division Trains – Move West

The Division Trains closed into their assigned assembly area in and near VIELSALM (P7089) and SALMCHATEAU (P6987) at 180600. Due to the enemy threats on the Division's east, Trains were ordered at 1030 to move to the west and select new positions near SAMREE (P5081) or LAROCHE (P4678), and by 1230 they had cleared their area enroute to the vicinity of LAROCHE (P4678). Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the engineer battalion followed the Division Trains to the west in order to clear the combat area for combat troops. (See Division Trains “After Action Report”).

14th Cavalry Group Is Attached

On the 17th the Division had had telephone communication with Corps Headquarters, but on the 18th, when Corps headquarters was forced to move, all contact was lost. At 1600 on the 18th the Division Liaison Officer to Corps arrived and reported that the 30th Infantry Division at that time had one regiment in MALMEDY (K7804), and that by dawn of the 19th the 82nd Airborne Division was expected to he in the area centered about (K5508). Corps was out of contact with the 112th Infantry Regiment of the 28th Infantry Division, still thought to be south of the 424th Combat Team. The only other contact with Corps headquarters was a visit at the Division CP by the Corps Deputy Chief of Staff during the afternoon of the 18th. At the time of his visit the picture from
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Corps' viewpoint was hazy. At 1345 he informed the Division Commander that the 14th Cavalry Group was attached to the Division effective 1300. (This order was confirmed by letter of instructions, Headquarters, VIII Corps, dated 18 December 1944). It was immediately ordered to concentrate near VIELSALM (P7089), collect its stragglers and reorganize as quickly as possible. It was in an extremely disorganized state and badly in need of rest and a chance to regain its feet.

19 DECEMBER 1944

Attack Continues Against CCB

At 0930, 19 December, an attack developed against CCB north of HUNNIGEN (P8590). The attack moved west and then turned south. Difficulty was experienced in firing due to haze, but by 1300 the situation had quieted. At 1355 the 17th Tank Battalion with Company C, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, which still remained southeast of RECHT (P7994), were attached to Combat Command B. At the same time Combat Command B was ordered to defend a sector between the 9th Armored Division Combat Command B on the right and the RECHT (P7994)-RODT (P8189) road inclusive on the left. At 1510 the 434th Armored Field artillery Battalion and two (2) batteries 965th Field Artillery Battalion were attached to Combat Command B and placed in position. The only artillery support on 18 and 19 December, prior to the arrival of the 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, was the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. The Corps artillery observers had left during the night of 17-18 December. In the afternoon of 19 December 1944 a conference was held between the Commanding Generals of Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division and Combat Command B of the 7th Armored Division. At this conference it was pointed out that the Combat Command of the 9th Armored Division was ahead of the stream and a railroad south of ST. VITH (P8588) and its only exit was through ST. VITH (P8588). In case ST. VITH (P8588) should be lost, Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division would be cut off. Therefore, it was agreed that Combat Command B of the 9th armored Division should withdraw through ST. VITH (P8588) the night of 19-20 December 1944 and occupy its original zone in rear of the railroad and stream running south from ST. VITH (P8588). This withdrawal was accomplished without difficulty. Close liaison was maintained between the two Combat Commands during the whole period in the vicinity of ST. VITH (P8588).

CCA - Organizes Positions Poteau

In POTEAU (P7791) the enemy resistance against Combat Command A continued to be strong. The Commanding General instructed Combat Command A to prepare plans for an attack on RECHT (P7994) and also plans for a withdrawal via PETIT THIER (P7491) and VIELSALM (P7089). Assault gun, tank, and artillery fire commenced falling on POTEAU (P7991) at 0850 and at 1100 a heavy artillery concentration fell on POTEAU (P7991). However, the situation remained the same, and Combat Command A continued to improve its positions. During the afternoon it cleared the woods east of POTEAU (P7991) and established road blocks at RODT (P8189) at 1615. At 1730 Combat Command A was warned to expect friendly units of Combat Command R from the west, and at 1850 physical contact between the two combat commands was actually made.
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All Around Security Established

In the meantime the Division was receiving all manner of reports indicating the enemy to be on every side. The enemy was reported to be in strength at HOUFFALIZE (P6172), LAROCHE (P4678), SAMREE (P5081) and TROIS PONTS (P6798) as well as on the southeast, east, and northeast of ST. VITH (P8588).
Hence, A Company, 33rd Engineer Battalion, and D Company, 40th Tank Battalion --elements of Combat Command A which had been left on the south flank-- were ordered shortly after daylight to outpost CHERAM (P6677) and GOUVY (P7278). At GOUVY (P7278) they found an army ration dump containing 50,000 rations which had just been set on fire by army quartermaster personnel to prevent its capture by the enemy, already threatening with small arms fire. D Company of the 40th Tank battalion drove off the enemy and extinguished the fire, which had done little damage, and began the issuance of rations to all units of the Division. Also found at GOUVY (P7278) was an abandoned army prisoner of war inclosure containing over seven hundred German prisoners of war guarded by one officer and eight military police. These prisoners were successfully evacuated by the Division.
Also D Troop, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was relieved of all Combat Command A missions at 0800 and directed to proceed at once to SALMCHATEAU (P6987), then west, dividing into two columns to the northwest at points 655867 and 576852 with the mission of screening the north flank of the Division Rear as far out as the general line BASSE-BODEUX (P6497)-VAUX CHEVANNE (P5491) until relieved on order or until pushed back by enemy action. To replace D Troop, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, on the southeast Task Force Lindsey was created from the 14th Cavalry Group; consisting of 11 armored cars, 11 light tanks, 6 assault guns and 236 enlisted men, it was placed in positions at GRUFFLINGEN (P8282), THOMMEN (P8181), and ESPELIER (P8079) with the mission of protecting the southeast flank of the Division. In assigning this position to Task Force Lindsey the Division Commander had in mind the lack of depth in the defensive position of the 424th Regimental Combat Team to the east.

Two other security groups, known as Task Force Hawks and Task Force Wanke, were formed from the 14th Cavalry Group. The former (5 light tanks, 1 reconnaissance team, 30 enlisted men) established a road block at BOUVIGNY (P7082), and the latter (8 vehicles, 80 enlisted men) was attached to Combat Command R for additional security on the north flank between POTEAU (P7791) and VIELSALM (P7089). In addition to all of the above, a tank destroyer section with a reconnaissance section was dispatched at 1030 to eliminate an enemy tank reported to be harrassing friendly traffic in HOUFFALIZE (P6172). This force, however, met with ill fate; it did not find the enemy tank at HOUFFALIZE (P6172). On the return trip it was ambushed at SOMMERAIN (P6375) and lost 1 tank destroyer, 3 peeps, 2 officers, and 5 enlisted men.

112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division is Discovered
Along with the numerous reports continuously arriving of enemy activity in the sector, some vary heartening information of friendly troops was received at about 1030 on the 19th. Officers from the 112th Regimental Combat Team visited the Division CP and stated that their unit had lost all contact with the balance of the 28th Infantry Division, and that the regiment upon the initiative of the Commanding Officer was adopting a defensive position On the southern edge of the
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Woods about one and one-half kilometers south of HOLDINGEN (P7775). They knew nothing of our own or any other friendly dispositions at that time. Fortunately, this placed the 112th Regimental Combat Team on the 7th Armored Division's south flank, although there was a gap between the 112th and the right flank of the 424th Infantry Regiment. Effective 191600 the 112th Regimental Combat Team was attached to the 106th Division, and on the following day it was moved to its left so that the gap was closed.

20 DECEMBER 1944

Task Force Jones is Created

The most significant change in the composition and disposition of troops that occurred on the 20th December was the formation of Task Force Jones, commanded by the commanding officer of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and its disposition on the southern and southwestern flank of the Division. Centered at BOUVIGNY (P7082) with outposts at CHERAM (P6677), GOUVY (P7278), OURTHE (P7478), and DEIFELD (P7679), the force consisted of the 17th Tank Battalion (-A Company), 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (-Companies A and B), 2 platoons of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion
, 1 platoon of the 31st Tank Battalion, 3M-4 tanks of the 40th Tank Battalion, Company D, 40th Tank Battalion, Company G, 112th Infantry, Company A (-1 platoon) of the 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion, and a Detachment of the 14th Cavalry Group (15 M-8 Armored Cars, 5 assault guns, 13 light tanks). A restriction was placed on the employment of the 17th Tank Battalion by Task Force Jones. It was not to be employed without authority from the Division Commander. This task force absorbed the elements of Combat Command A remaining on the south (Company D, 40th Tank Battalion and Company A(-), 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion) and Task Force Hawks of the 14th Cavalry Group. The strength of the enemy and the seriousness of the situation on the south leading to the formation of Task Force Jones was obtained in part from a Lt. Col. STONE with whom the Division had been in touch for about two days. This officer was located at GOUVY (P7278) with an assortment of about 250 stragglers, including ordnance, quartermaster, engineer, and signal personnel whom he had collected. He had established a defensive position and said, "By God, the others may run, but I'm staying here and will hold at all costs!" STONE's force was incorporated into Task Force Jones. The force, in position by about 1600, immediately became engaged at CHERAM (P6677) and GOUVY (P7278) and by 1800 was receiving a strong German attack which it successfully repulsed.
Combat Command B - Has Relatively Quiet Day
In the meantime Combat Command B was having a relatively quiet day. During the night on 19-20 December 1944 some infiltration was reported by the 17th Tank Battalion at RECH (P7994). At 0800 of the 20th the 17th Tank Battalion was instructed to withdraw to RODT (P8189), leaving one company plus a platoon of infantry in position north and east of RODT (P8189) to maintain contact with Combat Command A on the left. Enemy concentrations of tanks and infantry collected in WALLERODE (P8890) and NDR EMMELS (P8390). Heavy artillery concentrations quieted the threat. At 1145 the 17th Tank Battalion (-A Company) with C Company, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion attached, was ordered to BOUVIGNY (P7082) to join Task Force Jones. During the afternoon enemy columns were reported moving from MEDELL (P8892) to BORN (P8594), and at 1630 enemy tanks moved into OBR EMMELS (P8290) and forced out a light tank platoon on outpost there, but the forces on the ground to the south held firmly.
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On the night of the 20-21 December 1944 approximately 68 men and two officers from the two (2) surrounded regiments of the 106th Infantry Division infiltrated back through our lines. These men were assembled in the schoolhouse in ST. VITH (P8588) and given rations and such other supplies as they needed. They constituted a reserve for Combat Command B, to be called upon when needed. During the night of 21-22 December 1944 these men were put into the line to aid in the final defense of ST. VITH (P8588).
Combat Command A - Consolidates Positions
All through 20 December units of Combat Command A held and continued to consolidate positions gained despite stiff resistance. The artillery gave support upon request. At 0825 the Commanding General sent Combat Command A a message:

"Hold your posns at all costs." 

and at 0925 another message: 

"Imperative that you command road leading into POTEAU from RECHT."
In answer to a question put to the commanding officer, Combat Command A, at 1130, "Can you release one medium tk Co? If so alert it at once and await orders for its movemt", the reply was received: "Cannot comply with request for one med tk co and hold present position". At noon the elements of Combat  Command A on the south (Company D, 40th Tank Battalion and Company A(-), 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion) were detached and placed under control of Task Force Jones.

Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

At 0900 on the 20 December 1944, Company D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, which was still patrolling the Division's left rear, was instructed to contact the 82nd Airborne Division, reported to be coming from the northwest, and to notify the Commanding General to send a liaison officer to the 7th Armored Division at once as an urgent situation existed. The enemy route of march was from the southeast in the direction of the 82nd Airborne Division. Then at 1100 Company D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was notified that enemy infiltration was reported moving east towards SAMREE (P5081) and was instructed to contact and intercept the enemy. However, the troop was unable to reach SAMREE (P5081) that afternoon. At 2342 the Troop Commander of Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was instructed to contact the 3rd Armored Division north of SAMREE (P5081) and arrange a coordinated attack on the town with the mission of recapturing it and the 50,000 gallons of gasoline that the enemy had taken from the Division Quartermaster there. Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was unable to contact the 3rd Armored Division north of SAMREE (P5081) because the enemy had reached DOCHAMPS (P4983).
21 DECEMBER 1944

Combat Command B - Retires from St. Vith
At 210400 December 1944, outposts of Combat Command B reported indication that a German tank and infantry attack was massing in the vicinity of NDR EMMELS (P8390). Continued noise of movement was heard in NDR EMMELS (P8390) and OBR EMMELS (P8290) during the remainder of the early morning. An attack at 1100 was repulsed at 1115. There was continuous artillery fire during the day. An attack at 1610 east of ST. VITH (P8588) was repulsed 1710. Continued pressure was exerted by the enemy on all section of the line, with the main effort being southeast of ST. VITH (P8588). A coordinated tank-infantry drive
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finally penetrated in at least three points. The battle continued until approximately 2200 at which time the order was issued to withdraw the center of the line to the high ground west of ST. VITH (P8588). Those elements which were cut off east of the town were ordered to attack through the town or north of it to join the forces which were establishing a new defense line. It was planned to anchor a defense west of ST. VITH (P8588) on the still substantial north flank. The center of the defensive line (from HUNNINGEN (P8490) to the ST. VITH (P8588)-WALLERODE (P8890) road) was to swing back to the west of ST. VITH (P8588) and establish a line for the elements south of ST. VITH (P8588) to fall back through. This was accomplished. All through the night of 21-22 December 1944 stragglers were coming back from the troops which had been overrun east of ST. VITH (P8588). Officer control posts were set up on all roads to intercept these men and to send them to the HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) area. This was done and by early forenoon of 22 December 1944 about 150 had been gathered up. At dark 21 December 1944 an enemy infiltrating force coming from the north had worked into HINDERHAUSEN (P7987). A light tank attack drove them out into the woods in the early evening. The Division Commander advised the Commanding General, Combat Command B, that he would be reinforced with the 17th link Battalion in the morning if needed.
Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division - Requests Assistance 

At 0730 morning of 21 December 1944 the Commanding General of Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, requested that Task Force Lindsey be attached to him to be used in strengthening his right flank. As the Task Force was not employed and had not been in contact with the enemy at all on the previous day the request was granted. The commanding officer of the 14th Cavalry Group was ordered at 0840 to have Tusk Force Lindsey proceed at once to GILHAUSEN (P8585) to assist Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, and to go himself to GILHAUSEN (P8585) to take charge of the force. Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division successfully repulsed an enemy attack west from NEIDENGEN (P8785), and assistance by elements of Combat Command B of the 7th Armored Division which had been arranged by mutual consent of the two commanders was never given. It had also been planned to send the 17th Tank Battalion from Task Force Jones to Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division, but at 0955 Lt. Col. JONES was notified that it would not be needed. As the situation seemed to be well in hand Task Force Lindsey was returned to its former mission at 211000.

Combat Command A - Holds Against Heavy Attacks
Combat Command A maintained its position in and about POTEAU (P7791) throughout 21 December 1944. A strong attack from the northwest of POTEAU (P7791) was engaged with tanks and artillery and was successfully under control by 1330. The units of the combat command were shifted a bit during the day for better defense of the sector. Strong combat patrols by the enemy and by the Combat Command were active during the day, probing each other's positions. The enemy established a very effective ambush on the ST. VITH (P8588)-POTEAU (P7791) road in the thick woods southeast of POTEAU (P7791). Before it was discovered, he had succeeded in capturing the occupants of eight peeps and one light tank which he knocked out, including such key officers as the Executive Officer, Combat Command A; Liaison Officer, Combat Command A; Executive Officer and the Adjutant, 48th Armored Infantry Battalion; second in command of A Company, 33rd Armored Engineer Battalion; and numerous others. Upon discovery, the enemy abandoned his ambush and the key road was reopened for friendly traffic. At the close of the day another strong hostile supported by heavy
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mortar, machine gun, ad artillery fire was repulsed at 2000.

Combat Command R - Has Relatively Quiet Day
On the 21st December 1944 Combat Command R had a relatively quiet day. During the morning units of Combat Command R cleared the VIELSALM (P7089)-POTEAU (P7791) road completely of enemy fire, making the road safe for traffic for the first time since the night of 17 December 1944. Active patrolling continued throughout the day, but the enemy was not contacted except in the Combat Command A sector northeast of POTEAU (P7791).
Commanding officer, Task Area Jones, was instructed at 0935 to alert the 17th Tank Battalion for movement to the east to assist Combat Command B, but the situation cleared and at 1000 the Battalion was released from the alert status. During the morning of the 21st patrols of Task Force Jones entered the towns of VAUX (P6576), MONT LE BARN (P6478), and BACLAIN (P6679) and met no enemy resistance. Likewise the outpost at DEIFELD (P7679) had no contact with the enemy, but the enemy was still strong in GOUVY (P7278). During the forenoon the outpost in DEIFELD (P7679) pushed out reconnaissance along the road south of DEIFELD (P7679) to the intersection at 798746 where it ran into an enemy road block covered by small arms fire. It then withdrew to the crossroads at 777776 and reconnoitered the road net towards ESPELER (P8079) and DURLER (P8178), meeting enemy road blocks towards those towns. GOUVY (P7278) was cleared of enemy forces by 1630 and Task Force Jones consolidated on high ground south, east and west of town. The enemy attacked these positions south of GOUVY (P7278) at 1800 with armored vehicles, but hw was driven back by mortar, machine gun and artillery fire.

D Troop, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron - Defense of Crossroads (P575853)
In accordance with orders received the previous night, D Troop, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, proceeded on morning of the 21st towards SAMREE (P5081) from the east but was repulsed. It was then sent to join the defense of the critical crossroads at (P575853) between SAMREE (P5081) and VIELSALM (P7089). The defense of this crossroads had been established several days earlier by a Major PARKER, Executive Officer of a Corps field artillery battalion, who dug in the only three 105mm howitzers left from his battalion at the crossroads for direct fire purposes. He had continuously augmented his defenses by collecting stragglers, and at 0300 on the 20th the 7th Armored Division sent him two sections of AAA from Battery D, 203rd AAA AW Battalion (SP), all that it could spare. Later, on the 21st, the AAA lieutenant who was in charge of the AAA units there contacted the 3rd Armored Division Commanding General at a point north of the crossroads and arranged for the immediate dispatch of two companies of medium tanks to add to the defense. The force held but was sorely in need of infantry. It was apparent that the right flank of the 82nd Airborne Division which by this time had formed a line TROIS PONTS (P6798)-VIELSALM (P7089)-REGNE (P6185) would be turned if the enemy were not held south of the crossroads. The 82nd Division therefore sent a battalion of infantry upon request of the 7th Armored Division to add to Major PARKER's force, which during the 21st and 22nd beat off repeated attacks. The defenders were finally overwhelmed at noon on the 23rd.
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Defensive Circle Must Be Tightened

At 2200 when the Commanding General, Combat Command B, reported the situation such that it was impossible to restore the line east of ST. VITH (P8588) and hence necessary to withdraw, it was obvious that the Division as a whole might at any moment find itself in a very serious position. It was necessary to pull all elements into a tighter circle. Consequently Task Force Jones, already warned that the 17th Tank Battalion might be pulled away morning of 22, was instructed at 2230:
"hold on east and pivot around on DEIFELD (P7679). Delay enemy, drop back to GOUVY (P7278) and hold like grim death towns of BEHO (P7581), BOUVIGNY (P7082). We must have the road. Make liberal use of mines and know where they are."
The Corps Commander
 was informed of the urgency of the situation.

22 DECEMBER 1944

Corps Orders Smaller Defensive Circle
At 0153 the following order from the Commanding General XVIII Corps, was delivered orally by his Deputy Chief of Staff to the Division Commander:

"General RIDGEWAY feels that the enemy forces, identified in the vicinity of LIMMERLE is 2nd SS Pz Div. In view of the loss of ST. VITH he does not consider it safe to hold the 424th and 112th Inf. Regiments in their present positions. He directs withdrawal under cover of darkness in the order 106th Infantry Division, 7th Armored Division to positions along the general line BOUVIGNY, BEHO, MALDINGEN railroad. The exact positions on the terrain as agreed upon between CG 106th and CG 7th Armored Division. The following towns are to be cleared of friendly troops by 0700 this morning for an air mission: STERPIGNY, CHERAM, BETTINGY, GOUVY, LIMMERLE, ST. VITH. Covering force along this line (generally to the east of GOUVY) is to be left in place to cover the withdrawal."
Enemy Penetrates Combat Command B

On the 22 December 1944 the enemy infantry which had infiltrated the night before into HINDERHAUSEN (P7987), reinforced by tanks, attacked RODT (P8189) from the west and got behind the left flank of Combat Command B. This required that the left flank of Combat Command B fall back to clean out this force and protect HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) which was the emergency exit route to COMMANSTER (P7685) and VIELSALM (P7089). This was done and the whole Combat Command B line was adjusted to conform. Company C, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, was attached to Combat Command B and emplaced to support the left of the line where contact with Combat Command A had been lost. By dark the Combat Command B position was reestablished and strengthened by the addition
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of the 17th Tank Battalion (-), which was used to tie in with Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, on the south. During the day all unessential vehicles were sent to the rear. At 1845 enemy tanks and infantry attacked along the railroad towards CROMBACH (P8185). Infantry broke through and occupied the town, necessitating the withdrawal of Headquarters 31st Tank Battalion and Headquarters 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron to BRAUNLAUF (P8084). The 17th Tank Battalion was able to fight its way out the next morning without heavy losses. During the night an effort to obtain a company of infantry from the 424th Infantry Battalion then attached to Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, to counter-attack CROMBACH (P8185) was unsuccessful. It was used later to defend BRAUNLAUF (P8084) during the withdrawal.
Combat Command A - Holds Poteau Against Fierce Attack
In view of the urgency of the situation and the paucity of roads available for a withdrawal the Commanding General again instructed the Commanding Officer, Combat Command A, on the morning of the 22nd December 1944 to hold his present position and control of the road at POTEAU (P7791) at all costs. The two platoons of Company C, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, which had been with Task Force Jones were attached to Combat Command A at 0830. They were sent at once to patrol towards the north and east the heavy woods southeast pf POTEAU (vicinity 8090), for at this very time it was known that approximately one company of German infantry was encircling our troops southeast of the town. At 0945 a platoon of B Company, 40th Tank Battalion, was sent to the vicinity of RODT (P8189) to repel an enemy company south of that town. By 1100 that platoon plus one from Company A, 40th Tank Battalion, were engaging 16 enemy tanks. At about the same time enemy infantry infiltrated through our positions in the heavy woods southeast of POTEAU (P7791) into the vehicle park of the 48th Armored Infantry Battalion where they managed to destroy several of our vehicles. The remainder were withdrawn to PETIT THIER (P7491). Hostile tanks gained control of RODT (P8189), but two platoons of the 40th Tank Battalion still held on. Beginning at about 1645 the Combat Command A units were reestablished on a shorter line extending generally north and south, anchored on the left at POTEAU (P7791). All contact with Combat Command B on the right had been lost. Morale was not good and the combat efficiency was down to about 80%. The enemy did not rest. At 2210 another attack by tanks and infantry with bazookas was launched from the east on POTEAU (P7791), resulting in the loss of two of our tanks.
Combat Command R - Maintains Screen in Assigned Zone
Combat Command R had a relatively quiet day on the 22nd, receiving only scattered artillery fire and very slight contact with light enemy patrols on the high ground north of PETIT THIER (P7491). At 1115 the Division Commander ordered the Commanding Officer, Combat Command R, to send all his tank destroyers to Combat Command A and for him to go to Combat Command A, get the situation, and return. Throughout this period telephone communication remained in with Combat Command R and Combat Command B, but not with Combat Command A, with the consequence of an obscured understanding at Division Headquarters of Combat Command A's situation.

Task Force Jones - Is Reduced in Size, Shortens Line
In the meanwhile task force Jones was not too busy either. At 220328 December 1944, the 17th Tank Battalion was ordered to move at once to Combat Command B,
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and at 1045 Colonel JONES was directed to send his only remaining tank destroyer company and every rifleman he could find to Combat Command B at KROMBACH (P8185). These changes rendered Task Force Jones considerably weaker. It still contained the Reconnaissance Company of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion and a healthy detachment from the 14th Cavalry Group, as well as some miscellaneous groups of stragglers which had been collected. In addition the 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion was still in position near BOUVIGNY (P7082) supporting the force. By daylight the defensive positions had been withdrawn in accordance with orders from the Division Commander to a ling generally from BOUVIGNY (P7082) to VIELSALM (P7089), with outposts 1000 yards behind the two towns CHERAM (P6677) and GOUVY (P7278). About noon the enemy began a build-up at GOUVY (P7278) which was pounded throughout the day with artillery fire. He did not debouch in a heavy attack.

106th Division - Shortens Lines
To conform with the plan of tightening the defensive circle the 112th Regimental Combat Team and the 424th Infantry Regiment closed into their new defensive positions southwest and southeast of BEHO (P7581) respectively, at 1300, and Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division drew back slightly to tie in with the right flank of the 7th Armored Division Combat Command B and the left flank of the 424th Infantry Regiment. At 1120 the Commanding General, 106th Division, sent two battalions of infantry to KROMBACH (P8185) to reinforce Combat Command B and assist in stabilizing the position. Also to conform to the general plan of shortening our lines, elements of Task Force Lindsey began withdrawing positions at THOMMEN (P8181) t the vicinity of BEHO (P7581) at 1120. Throughout the latter part of the day there was strong pressure by the enemy on Task Force Lindsey between THOMMEN (P8181) and BEHO (P7581).

Withdrawal West of Salm River Commences
During the late afternoon and night of the 22 December 1944 the enemy was pressing strongly on all positions. It was also definitely confirmed that the enemy was in strength along the Salm River from TROIS PONTS (P6798) to GRAND HALLEUX (P6993) and along the high ground from south of the highway running west from SALMCHATEAU (P6987). This meant that the 106th Infantry Division, Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division, the ll2th Regimental Combat Team, what remained of the 14th Cavalry Group, some corps troops including some corps artillery which had been attached to the 7th Armored Division, and the entire 7th Armored Division with attachments less Trains, were left east of the Salm River, low on supplies, and completely fatigued by five or more days and nights of continuous fighting, with only one sure exit route, a secondary road running west from Vielsalm (P7089), and one probable route, the road SALMCHATEAU (P6987)-JOUBIVAL (P6586)-LIERNEUX (P6289). The outnumbered troops were not holding well. As the position was obviously untenable a withdrawal was planned. See attached order Annex No. 3. All unessential vehicles were withdrawn at once, followed by part of the artillery (medium), which began displacing rearward at about midnight.

Enemy Attacks - Withdrawal Postponed
As Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division was the first unit scheduled to withdraw, the order was rushed to it by a staff officer before it was published to the other units. At 0125 Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division was so ferociously engaged with the enemy that the Commanding General  advised the Division Commander that a withdrawal at the scheduled time would be unfeasible.
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Consequently the initial time was postponed and the plan was published on the basis of an H-Hour. In the sectors of both Combat Command B, 7th Armored Division, and Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, the fighting continued without abatement. At the same time the enemy was building up strong forces in front of the 82nd Airborne Division west of SALMCHATEAU (P6987). In view of the enemy's relentless pressure the Division Commander radioed Generals CLARKE and HOGE of the two Combat Commands B that:
"the situation is such on the west of river south of the 82nd that if we don't join them soon, the opportunity will be gone. It will be necessary to disengage whether circumstances are favorable or not if we are to carry out any kind of withdrawal with equipment. Inform me of your situation at once, particularly with regard to the possibility of disengagement and execution of withdrawal."
Shortly afterwards the enemy's pressure from the east eased slightly, and H-Hour was announced as 0600. Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division, having received the announcement late, actually initiated the movement at about 0700.

Combat Command B Withdraws
The plan of Combat Command B of the 7th Armored Division was to bring out all the vehicles and troops at CROMBACH (P8185) and southwest thereof through BEHO (P7581) to VIELSALM (P7089). The infantry company of the 424th Infantry Regiment at BROUNLAUF (P8084) accompanied them. North of CROMBACH (P8185) all troops and vehicles were to come out through HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) to COMMANSTER thence to VIELSALM (P7089). A covering force consisting of a medium tank company, a tank destroyer company, and an infantry company, or its equivalent, was to hold HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) until all other troops had left and then fall back with maximum delay. All this was done. The 965th and 275th Artillery Battalions had withdrawn the night before. The 434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion left just ahead of the covering force, giving it fire support as it withdrew under heavy pressure. Due to a frozen road between HINDERHAUSEN (P7987) and COMMANSTER (P7685) the withdrawal was facilitated and practically all the vehicles were evacuated. So far as is known no men were left behind.  The troops of the Combat Command were originally given instructions to assemble at LIERNEUX (P6289), but later were directed that the assembly area had been changed to XHORIS (K4807). The Combat Command was closed in the vicinity of XHORIS (K4807) at 232300 December 1944.
Combat Command A Withdraws
The plan of Combat Command A was to withdraw by the northern route beginning at 1530 and to clear their area by 1830 moving through Combat Command R at PETIT THIER (P7491). An Advance Guard composed of a company of tanks and one of infantry was to leave first. Than the infantry was to withdraw, support by fire and limited attacks by the 40th Tank Battalion minus. Finally the tanks would pull back, acting as a rear guard. All this was done. The 489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion supported the entire section with prepared fires and smoke. Prior to the commencement of Combat Command A's withdrawal a hostile attack was launched by enemy infantry at 1035. Artillery and tanks
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effectively broke it up by 1115. Combat Command received good air support from 1230 throughout the remaining daylight hours which materially assisted the operation. Support was also received from the 275th Field Artillery Battalion beginning about 1400. Combat Command A successfully passed all elements through Combat Command R, which then assumed responsibility for coverage of the rear, and proceeded to its new assembly area in the vicinity of HARZE (K5306).

Combat Command R Withdraws
After Combat Command A had withdrawn through Combat Command R, the latter commenced its own withdrawal almost without incident. The artillery between Combat Command A and Combat Command R cleared the bridge at 1650, followed by Combat Command R
, which came out fast. All vehicles having cleared the railroad underpass at P725900, it was blown at 1715, and the final covering force of infantry was withdrawn at 1745. Combat Command R was able to disengage both its defensive positions without committing any forces. One outpost was ambushed by an enemy force of 12 to 15 men who, after setting one M-8 armored car afire by Panzerfaust fire and wounding one enlisted man, were ultimately driven off. No other casualties, vehicular or personnel, were sustained, and the combat command closed in its new assembly area at 2000.
Covering Force Withdraws
Meanwhile on the south Combat Command B of the 9th Armored Division and portions of Combat Command B of the 7th Armored Division, as well as the reserve battalion of the 424th Infantry Regiment, cleared successfully, leaving a portion of the 14th Cavalry Group and Task Force Jones on the east side of the SALM RIVER. Their plan of withdrawal consisted of leapfrogging from defensive positions at BEHO crossroads (P7581), BOUVIGNY (P7082), and CRERREUX (P7184). One battalion of the 112th Infantry Regiment was to cover the east flank. The withdrawal of Task Force Jones started at 1430 after all miscellaneous elements had been previously withdrawn. An enemy column including tanks was reported moving from LIMERLE (P7075) towards GOUVY (P7278) and then west. The 440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion fired on the column without results. Successfully disengaging by leap-frogging the several blocks, Task Force Jones proceeded north towards SALMCHATEAU (P6987) along the exit route. A few hundred yards south of that town (695860) an enemy ambush destroyed one light tank of the 14th Cavalry Group with bazookas, and in SALMCHATEAU (P6987) two light tanks of D Company, 40th Tank Battalion, were destroyed by 88mm (?) fire. The enemy had come from the east. The enemy was also contacted at CRERREUX (P7194) where Company B, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, destroyed two Mark VI tanks. The column withdrew to 1½ miles south of SALMCHATEAU (P6987) at 1700, and the 112th Infantry Regiment attempted to clean cut the town with an attack at 1930. Meanwhile a reconnaissance for an alternate route in the vicinity of ST. MARIE (P6869) was completed. Simultaneously the rear of the column was attacked by tanks from the south and east which destroyed four M-36 tank destroyers, a medium tank, two towed guns and two other vehicles. Six of the tanks were destroyed. The majority of the personnel escaped on foot. As the enemy was pressing strongly, the alternate route was taken. In the creeks west of ST. MARIE (P6869) an enemy ambush destroyed two armored cars and three ¼-tons. At (865692) two Mark IV tanks attacked the column, destroying two more armored cars and three ¼-tons. Part of the column attempted to move towards PROVEDREUX (P6985) and met an enemy column of unknown strength, losing one armored car. The balance of the vehicles negotiated the creeks (two ¼-tons and one armored car mired and abandoned) and moved on road north from ST. MARIE (P6869) until they reached the road SALMCHATEAU (P6987)-SART(P6587) where contact was made with the outpost line of the 82nd Airborne Division. From there the force proceeded safely to its assembly area.
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S-E-C-R-E-T
ACTION AT MANHAY

The successful withdrawal from the region to the east of the SALM RIVER was hardly completed when, on the evening of 23 December, the Division Commander was called to the XVIII Corps (Airborne) Headquarters. Here he was informed of the threat of the 2nd SS Panzer Division coming up the road towards MANHAY, between the positions of the 82nd Airborne and the 3rd Armored Divisions.

On 240330 December Task Force Corbin, consisting of B/40th Tk Bn., A/48th Arm'd Infantry Bn., 1/A/33rd Arm'd Engr. Bn., and 1/B/814 TD Bn., was formed. This force moved out at 0700 to defend MANHAY and to block the roads leading north-south highway through MANHAY at MONT DERRIEUX and TRI-LE-CHESLAING. This force, however, was disolved
 that same morning when all of Combat Command "A" was committed to defend MANHAY.

Combat Command "A" took up positions in the MANHYAY-MALEMPRI area, south of the road junction in MANHAY. At about 1800, instructions were issued to withdraw to a defensive position along the line GRANDMENIL-MANHAY-TRI-LE-CRESLAING. The move was ordered by XVIII Corps (Airborne) at the request of the 82nd Airborne Division which felt it was necessary to move back to shorten the defensive lines.

The withdrawal was to begin at 2230. The enemy attacked in force almost simultaneously with the withdrawal. The attacking force was composed of tanks and infantry with bazookas. "C" Company of the 40th Tk Bn., was lost entirely and the enemy inflicted other heavy losses. The enemy continued on into MANHAY. Combat Command "A", fell back from MANHAY and established defensive positions to the north.

Combat Command "B" was alerted at 242400 December to reinforce Combat Command "A", and on 25 December it was decided to commit Combat Command "B" to retake MANHAY. The tanks were unable to reach the town, but the infantry did reach the outskirts. The
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division line was moved forward to better positions overlooking the town.
Combat Command "A" relieved elements of the 82nd Airborne Division, in TRI-LE-CHESLAING and VAUX CHAVANNE on 26 December while Combat Command "B" assumed the responsibility for the western half of the division sector, and at 1500 the 424th Infantry Regiment (-3rd Bn) was attached to Combat Command "B". The 3rd Bn., (-l Co), 517th Parachute Regiment assembled in the Combat Command "A" area, and at 270225 December attacked MANHAY. Two platoons of medium tanks from the 17th Tk. Bn., supported that attack. The town was retaken and defended against several counterattacks during the day.

On 28 December the 3rd Bn. (-1 Co), 517th Para. Regt., was attached to Combat Command "A" and the division continued the defense of MANHAY. Patrols were maintained south to the east-west road, GRANDMENIL and TRI-LE-CHESLAING.

Contact with the 82nd Airborne Division on the left flank and the 3rd Armored Division on the right flank was maintained and the defense of MANHAY continued on 29 December. Plans for the relief of the division by the 75th Infantry Division were prepared, and the relief was carried out during the night 29-30 December. At 300410 December the relief of the 7th Armored Division was completed and the division moved to an assembly area north of the line HAMOIR-FERRIERES-WERBOMONT, closing at 1230. The Division Artillery remained to reinforce the fires of the 75th Infantry Division's artillery.

31 December saw the division reorganizing and performing maintenance of equipment and rehabilitation of personnel. December, 1944, was an epoch-making month for the 7th Armored Division. The division's stand at ST. VITH brought commendations from General EISENHOWER and Field Marshal SIR BERNARD L. MONTGOMERY.
S-E-C-R-E-T
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For the Commanding General:


(signed)


JOHN L. RYAN, JR.,

Colonel,    G.S.C.


Chief of Staff

S-E-C-R-E-T
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APPENDIX I.
ADMINISTRATIVE AND STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

During the month, the 7th Armored Division had several changes in command. On 17 December, it was attached to the VIII Corps and the First U.S. Army from the XIII Corps of the Ninth U. S. Army. On 20 December it came under the command of the XVIII Corps (Airborne). On 26 December, word was received that the division was released from attachment to the First U.S. Army and assignment to the Ninth U.S. Army and assigned to the First U.S. Army, effective 22 December.

Within the division there were also changes in the important positions. Colonel CHURCH M. MATTHEWS, Chief of Staff, became Missing in Action on 17 December, and was succeeded by Colonel JOHN L. RYAN, JR., who had commanded Combat Command "R". Lt. Colonel FRED M. WARREN became Acting Commanding Officer of Combat Command "R" until 28 December when Colonel FRANCIS P. TOMPKINS assumed the command.

The 7th Armored Division's losses, both in personnel and equipment, were the highest in December of all of the months in combat. During the period 17-30 December alone, the losses were 231 combat vehicles and 165 general purpose vehicles. A partial breakdown of the month's losses includes the following:


Medium tanks
72

Light tanks
3l


Armored Cars, M-8
25

Halftracks
75

Howitzers, M-7/105MM
2

Howitzers, M-8/75MM
7

Personnel losses of the division and attached units for the month are as follows:


Killed and Died of Wounds
61


Wounded
518


Missing
747

Non-battle casualties
654

S-E-C-R-E-T
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APPENDIX I(continued)
For estimated enemy losses and Prisoner of War statistics, see APPENDIX II, G-2 Notes.

During the period 1 December to 31 December 1944, the Division used the following amount of supplies:

206,913 gal. fuel
  4,102 gal. oil
  5,360 lbs. grease

    980 tons rations
310,085 gal. water
Ammunition:


Cal. .30, all types
596,074


Cal. .45, Ball
52,200

Cal. .50, M.G
79,840


37mm. Gun, all types
2,160

57mm Gun, all types
340


60mm Mortar, all types
2,798


75mm Gun, all types
1,674


75mm How, all types
159

76mm Gun, all types
1,821


81mm Mortar, all types
3,191


90mm Gun, all types
1,244


105mm, How, all types
53,198

3" Gun, all types
161


Mines, HE, AT, M1A1
3,680

Grenades, all types
2,925


Rockets, HE, At
1,060


2" Mortar, Smoke
90


Flares, Trip
200


TNT
2,500
lbs
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ANNEX NO. 1

TROOP ASSIGNMENTS
170300 - March South
CCA
CCB
CCR
Div Arty
Div Trs
Div Tns


31
17

489
Div Hq
129

40
23
38

440
87
77

48
B/33


434
33(-)
446

A/33


A&C/
 203
203(-)
3967






814
B/203

172400
CCA
CCB
CCR
Div Arty
Div Trs
Div Tns

40
31
17

489
Div Hq
129

48
23


434
33(-)
77

A/33
38


440
203(-)
446


B/33

A&C/
 203
814
3967


87




B/203


275

182400
CCA
CCB
CCR
Div Arty
Div Trs
Div Tns

40
31(-)
17

434
Div Hq
129

48
23(-)
C/38

440
33(-)
77

A/33
38(-)
C/33
A&C/
203
814(-)
446

D/87
B/33
B(-)814

489
203(-)
3967


87(-)
1/Rcn/814


14
B/203


A/814
1/B/23


1/Rcn/814
1/1/31


275

212400 - No Change

222400 -

CCA
CCB
CCR
Div Arty
Div Trs
Div Tns

40(-3 Tks)
31(-)
17 Wanke

489
Div Hq
129

48
17
  (14 Cav Gp)

A/203
33(-)
77

A/33
23
  4 M-8 Armd Cars
C(-)/203

203(-)
446

C/38
38(-)
  3 H/Tracks


14(-)
3967

B/814
B/33
  1 2½ ton


D/87
B/203
87(-)
  1 Sec/D/203



D(-)/203

434


1/C/203
TF LINDSEY
TF JONES
Atchd

275
1 Cav Rcn Troop
814(-)
106 Div. incl

965(-)
6 A G
1/1/31
    112 RCT


A/814
11 L. Tks
3/Med Tks/40
    CCB, 9 A.D.


C/814

D/40




440




Det 14 Cav Gp




  15 M-8 Armd Cars




   5 M-8 A G




  13 L. Tks

ANNEX NO. 2

ATTACHMENTS - 106 INF. DIV & 7 ARMD DIV - TO & FROM EACH OTHER

1. (Received by radio 202230) "Ridgeway with armor and infantry is moving from west to gain contact with you. When communication is established you come under command of Ridgeway. You retain under your command following units: 106 Inf Div, RCT 112, and CCB, 9 AD. All of above retain units now presently attached. Ridgeway has CP in vic of WERBOMONT K5400. He holds Malmedy, Stavelot, and Trois Ponts repeat Malmedy, Stavelot, and Trois Ponts."


Time signed 1230  CG  FUSA

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. (Received by radio 211334) "Tell Gen Jones to disregard orders to report here. Orders follow. Attachment of 106 Division to you discontinued as of 211145. 106 Div will cooperate with 7th Armd Div to carry out Corps orders. Liaison officer 106 Div report here at once."


Time signed 1140  CG  XVIII CORPS

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. (Received in letter form signed by Gen Ridgeway at (?))


HQ XVIII Corps (Airborne)

APO 109, USA


220635 Dec 44

To:   CG, 7 AD

      CG, 106 Inf Div

     1.  The following msg sent you at 0100, is repeated for your information: 'Confirming phone message to you, decision is yours. Will approve whatever you decide. Inform Jones he is to conform. Report decision when made."

     2.  In addition to his force, Major General A. W. Jones will command 7th Armored Division effective receipt of this message.


/s/ M. B. Ridgeway

    Major General, U.S. Army


        Commanding
_______________________________________________________________________________

4. (Received in letter form signed by Gen Ridgeway at (?))


XVIII Corps


221853 Dec 44

"Orders:

   1.  Following temporary assignments are announced effective at once:

       (a) Major General A. W. Jones as assistant to CG XVIII Corps.

       (b) Brigadier General W. M. Hoge, Deputy Commander, 7th Armored Division

       (c) Officers named in a and b above will appoint temporary commanders to replace them.
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ANNEX NO. 2 cont'd

ATTACHMENTS - 106 INF. DIV & 7 ARMD DIV - TO & FROM EACH OTHER
   2.  106th Infantry Division and all attached units in this area are attached to the 7th Armored Division.


/s/ Ridgeway


    Major General


    Commanding

_______________________________________________________________________________

5. (Received in letter form signed by Gen Ridgeway at 232400)
HEADQUARTERS XVIII CORPS (AIRBORNE)
Office of the Corps Commander


APO 109 - In the Field


232300 December 1944

ORDERS

1.  106th Infantry Division is attached to 7th Armored Division effective at once.

2.  CT 112 and CCB, 9th Armored Division, remain under Corps control.


/s/ M. B. Ridgeway


Major General, U.S. Army


     Commanding

_______________________________________________________________________________
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SECRET

ANNEX No. 3
AUTH:  CG 7 A D
ORDER FOR WITHDRAWAL OF 7TH ARMORED DIVISION WEST OF SALM RIVER
INIT:_________


DATE: 23 Dec 44


HQ 7TH ARMD DIV (TAC)


VIELSALM, BELGIUM

OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS:
230015A DEC 44

TO:  CG CCB 9TH ARMD DIV, CG CCB 7TH ARMD DIV, CG 106TH INF DIV CO CCR, CO CCA,

     CO DIV ARTY, CO 814 TD BN.

(Confirming verbal and fragmentary orders)

1.
7th Armd Div and Atchd units (See par 2) withdraws W of SALM R to assembly areas and routes (see inclosures).

2.
Schedule for Withdrawal:

A
Begin
Clears Area
B
Begin
Clears Area
CCB 9 AD 0200
0500
Med Arty
0100
0200

CCB 7 AD 0500
0800
Div Arty 106
0200
0230

 (Three Bns only)

CCB 7 AD
0500
0600

1/424 (Res) 0800
0900
  (1 Hr Clm)

14 Cav Gp   0900
1030
434
0800
0930

TF JONES    1030
1130
229
0930
1100




591
1100
1200

C
Begin
Clears Area
CCA
1130
1430

965
1430
1600

489
1600
1730

CCR
1730
1830

3.
CCB 9th Armd Div withdraws behind covering forces. Upon withdrawal main Elms CCB, covering force withdraws to defense line CCB 7th Armd Div.

4.
CCB 7th Armd Div - Dtchd two Cos 814, one company to be marched near head of Clm to be reported to CT Cmdr at Inf CP at ROGERY.
5.
Div Hq Tac moves by infiltration on VOCG, route to be designated.
6.
112 Inf Regt will establish final defensive line BURTONVIIIE - ROGERY to be occupied prior to 0800. CG 7 Armd Div will provide one TD Co for Atchmt to this force. Withdraw from this Posn on Div O.

7.
Remaining units see Par 2 for instructions.

X.
a.
No covering force will withdraw except on Div O.


b.
All units will report start of withdrawal at the time of clearing Posn.


c.
When tail of unit crosses Br, Ln O will report to staff officer stationed at bridge.
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d.
Every individual is responsible to keep traffic rolling.

e.
All Inf units will be alerted to be prepared to return half-tracks to entrucking point to entruck Infantrymen of the 106th Inf Div.


HASBROUCK


Brig Gen

OFFICIAL:


LEYDECKER


   G-3

2 Incls - Routes to Areas

          Unit Areas
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[Map Overlay]
Unit Assembly Areas

HQ 7AD 222200 Dec 44

Map: 1/100,000

Sheet: 13-Belg & NE France

GSGS 4416

TO ACCOMPANY

OPNS. INSTR.

HQ. 7A.D.

230015 DEC '44
[Map Overlay]
OVERLAY TO ACCOMPANY

OPERATIONS INSTR.

HQ 7A.D. 230015 DEC 44
Map Ref: Scale 1/100,000
Sheets: 13, T-1, S-1 Belg. NE &

Germany GSGS 4416-4336

HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED DIVISION
APO 257               U. S. ARMY.


23 May 1945

SUBJECT:
Addition to After Action Report, December, 1944.

TO     :
Commanding General, ETOUSA (Attn: Theater Historian).

       1. It is requested that the enclosed Operations Instructions be added as Annex 3A to the 7th Armored Division After Action Report, December, 1944.

(signed)


GUSTAVUS OBER, III,


1st Lt. FA,


Division Historian.

ANNEX NO 3A:

ORDER FOR WITHDRAWAL OF 7TH ARMORED DIVISION WEST OF SALM RIVER

   (The following order, published subsequent to Operations Instructions Hq 7th Armd Div, 230015A Dec 44, (Annex 3) was the final withdrawal order for the 7th Armored Division and attached units)

-------           -------           -------           -------           -------

   SECRET
HQ 7TH ARMD DIV (TAC)
AUTH: CG 7 AD
VIELSALM, BELGIUM

INIT: _______
230200A DEC 44

DATE: 23 Dec 44

OPERATIONS INSTRUCTIONS

TO:  CG CCB 9TH ARMD DIV, CG CCB 7TH ARMD DIV, CG 106 INF DIV, CO CCR,
     CO, CCA, CO DIV ARTY, CO 814 TD BN.

     (Confirming verbal and fragmentary orders)

1.
7th Armd Div and Atch units (see Par 2) have been ordered to withdraw W of SALM R to assembly areas and by routes indicated on overlay.

2.
Schedule for withdrawal:

Rt A
Begin
Clears Area
Rt B
Begin
Clears Area
CCB, 9 AD
H-hour
H + 3
Med Arty
H - 1
H-hour

CCB, 7 AD
H + 3
H + 6
Div Arty,106
  H
H + ½

(Three Bns only)

1/424 (Res)
H + 6
H + 7
CCB, 7 AD
H + 3
H + 4




  (1 hr Clm)

14 Cav Gp
H + 7
H + 8½
434
H + 6
H + 7½

TF JONES
H + 8½
H + 9½
229
H + 7½
H + 9




891
H + 9
H + 10

Rt C
Begin
Clears Area
CCA
H + 9½
H + 12½

965
H + 12½
H + 14

489
H + 14
H + 15½

CCR
H + 15½
H + 16½

3.
CCB, 9th Armd Div,- withdraw main Elms behind covering force which will, in turn, withdraw to and extend the defense line of CCB, 7th Armd Div. When main Elms of CCB, 9th Armd Div, have cleared present Posns, Comd of its covering force reverts to CG, CCB 7th Armd Div.
- 1 -

ANNEX NO. 3A - (CONTD)

4.
CCB, 7th Armd Div - Two Cos 814 Detchd as follows: One Co to be marched near head of Clm and report to CO, TF JONES at BEHO; one Co to be marched near tail of Clm and report to CO, 112 Inf at ROGERY; Cos establish liaison with new Comdrs without delay.

5.
112 Inf Regt - Establish final defensive line on high ground BURTONVIIIE-ROGERY prior to 0800; withdrawal from final defensive line on Div O. One Co 814 to be Atchd when Reld from present Posn by CG, CCB; this Co Reld Atchmt 112 Inf Regt and Atchd TF JONES when TF JONES withdraws N to cross Br. CO 112 Inf Regt prepare plans to withdraw covering force dismounted W across SALM R thence to Assy area vic GRANDSART; 7th Armd Div will provide transportation for Regt (less covering force) for the withdrawal.

6.
CCR - Establish AT Def in depth of VIELSALM - POTEAU corridor with Ops on high ground N of PETIT THIER. Make liberal use of AT mines on all roads. Cover withdrawal of CCA, 965 FA and 489 FA.

7.
Following bridges to be prepared for demolition; and destroyed as indicated:

a.  VIELSALM:  On Div O only.


b.  SALMCHATEAU:  On Div O only.


c.  Overpass (725901):  On order of CO CCR.

8.
AA with 434 AFA upon crossing the VIELSALM bridge will drop out of the march Clm and Estab as Def of the Br. After main Body of CCR Clrs the Br the AA will rejoin the Clm and proceed to Asgnd Assy area.

9.
Div Hq Tac moves by infiltration on Route B on order CG.

10.
a.
Covering forces of CCB, CCR and 112 Inf Regt will be withdrawn only with prior approval this Hq.

b.
All units report immediately upon initiating movement W of main Elms and upon clearing present Posns.


c.
Clm Comdrs Estab Ln with unit scheduled to precede their respective Comds.


d.
Div staff O will be at each bridge; unit Comdrs report arrival and clearing of their respective units.


e.
Upon arrival new Assy areas each Inf Bn 7th Armd Div will assemble its halftracks to be moved on Div O for transportation of 112 and 424 Regts.


f.
Each vehicle Comdr and driver will be instructed that their lives, and the lives of their comrades, depend upon our ability to keep traffic rolling uninterruptedly. A traffic jam during the withdrawal will result in disaster to those not west of the SALM R. This vital subject cannot be over emphasized.


HASBROUCK

OFFICIAL:
Brig Gen


LEYDECKER
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ANNEX NO. 4

CASUALTIES


ENEMY
OUR OWN
Vehicular

Tks destroyed
113
All types
Tks, medium
73

Tks damaged
15
All types
Tks, medium (105 How)
5

SP Guns destroyed
4
Tks, light
32

AT Guns destroyed
6
TDs, M-36
9

Arty pieces destroyed
2
TDs, M-10
4

Half Track vehicles destroyed
4
Tk, recovery M-32
1

Staff Cars destroyed
9
Carriage (105 How) M-7
2

Other vehicles destroyed
46
Half Track vehicles
72



Assault Guns
5



Armd cars
27



Other vehicles
134


___
Trailers
 _42

Totals
199
406

Personnel

Killed
2460
(Conservative Estimate)
KIA
43

Wounded
1520
(Conservative Estimate)
MIA
382
Captured
_326
MISSING
_740

4306
1165

G-2 NOTES (1 Dec 44 - 31 Dec 44)
The period of 1 Dec to 15 Dec was one of continuous reports of "No Contact" by the Division. Assigned as it was to the XIII Corps, there were no missions requiring contact by the Division as such - only elements of the command under attachment to other Divisions were in physical contact with the enemy during this period.

The period was, however, one of a great deal of study and planning by the intelligence agencies of the Division. The proposed, operations were to take the 7th Armored over the ROER River and deep into German home territory towards the RHINE River in the vicinity Of COLOGNE. Plans for the troops of the Division consumed the basic portion of the entire period. Studies of terrain, of the enemy as known by the other troops in the area, of the defensive works known and suspected in the prospective area of operations, of routes of communications, and of all other things pertinent to the operation were undergone in great detail, as well as keeping all posted on the situation as it existed and as it developed on the near side of the turbulent ROER. Towards the end of this so-called "lax" period, it was proposed that there be an attack affected by one Combat Command of the Division against the town of BBACHELEN, to the NW of LINNICH, focal point of the operations towards which much study had been directed. Studies of the area in all intelligence aspects were made, but, due to existing circumstances elsewhere on the Western front, the operation was not attempted by elements of the Division.

In the early evening of 16 December, there came the word from higher headquarters that the 7th Armored Division, plus attachments, was to move to the south of its then current location in GERMANY by some 50 miles, reason initially unknown. There followed for almost
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ten days, some of the bitterest fighting that the Division had yet been involved in in its several months of combat.
Troops of the Division started arriving in the VIELSALM, BELGIUM area shortly before noon on 17 December, and were immediately committed to battle, in order to aid in the stabilization of the line against the German breakthrough on the ECHTERNACH-MONSCHAU front, begun early on the morning of 16 December after an unprecedented gathering of forces and following a succession of surprise tactics and ruses. Most of the forces free of actual contact on the Western front had been concentrated secretly behind (East) of the above mentioned line over a long period of time, and supplies had been carefully garnered so that this assault could be launched by the desperate RUNDSTEDT. Many AMERICAN positions had already been overrun by the fast-moving enemy forces when the 7th arrived in the sector. The situation was critical, and the Division was ordered into the battle with the desires of the commander of the VIII Corps that initiative be the order of the day, and that action be taken as local conditions dictated and in the absence of formal orders of higher headquarters.

VIII Corps was able to tell, through captured documents and prisoners, that there were at least three GERMAN Armies involved in the operation - Fifth Panzer Army, the vaunted Sixth SS Panzer Army, and the Seventh Army. The number of divisions involved was unknown, but it was suspected that there were at least 20, of which 6 or 7 were Panzer or SS Panzer. By any means, the force was a formidable and desperate one.

There were many things about the German efforts that effected the Division in more ways than one. Operation GREIF, bold plan of the enemy to utilize captured arms and equipment, was encountered in its various forms time after time. Utilization of EINHEIT STIELAU,
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especially selected unit composed of English-speaking GERMAN troops, was also felt. Appearance of the 150 Panzer Brigade, completely outfitted with AMERICAN and BRITISH arms, uniforms, and vehicles, was also made on or near the Division front-to-be. Passage of agents, drops of parachutists, employment of civilians, and other ruses too numerous to mention were employed by the enemy before commitment and during contact, making the entire battle area a front line. The enemy was everywhere. He had utilized his ruses well to instill panic into AMERICAN units in the line and behind it, and had pushed through small forces of tanks with little infantry support deep into ALLIED territory to create confusion in the already shaky sector. According to the GERMAN High Command's own admission, this was "the final gamble", and the enemy was certainly showing every effort to exploit initial breakthrough successes when the 7th arrived and was committed.

First units of the Division to be committed went into position to the immediate east of ST VITH, and were exposed to continued and heavy pressure there until their positions were deemed untenable several days later.

ST VITH, with its excellent system of radiating roads and its railroad center, was a valuable and necessary objective of the GERMAN drive. To progress into the salient that certainly the GERMAN commanders had planned on as an expansion point for the whole operation, ST VITH had to be taken by the breakthrough forces. From the town, arterial highways lead to the West and Southwest, directly into the heart of the country where advance forces of the enemy spearhead were being pushed. To get supplies to the forward forces, to reinforce the existing troops, to resupply all forces, ST VITH had to be in GERMAN hands. It was known early in the fight that the GERMANS planned
- 3 -

on establishing a railhead, also, at the city. To the defense of this town, the 7th Armored Division was committed.

Leading to ST VITH from the East was a main highway, which was the main axis of advance of the GERMAN troops. On this highway, and not more than a stone's throw away, there were GERMAN infantry-tank teams when the forces of the Division took positions. Already to the North of the town and the high ground on which it say
, there were columns of the 1 SS Pz Div pushing, closing the Division's left flank. Forces crossing ridge after ridge toward ST VITH from the East were strong, and they were fanatical. The enemy forces committed to the mission of taking ST VITH was the LXVI Corps, made up of the 62 Volks Grenadier Division, 18 Volks Grenadier Division, and supported by armor or an unidentified formation, plus the additional strength of a number of separate units of battalion strength.

Even before the units of the Division occupied their positions, there was fighting by the columns approaching the battle area on the assigned routes. To the Northwest of the ST VITH area, in STAVELOT, elements of the 203 AAA Battalion engaged in a fire fight before they entered the Division sector. At LIGNUEVIIIE, enemy parachutists demolished the bridges behind initial columns, forcing others following to enter the area by more circuitous routes. An artillery column was diverted from its main route because of contact at MALMEDY, and numerous other like instances were reported in the area by the end of 17 December. Enemy units, small and large, had taken advantage of the confusion that existed to range far into the immediately previously Allied territory.

(Much of the success of the enemy's efforts were dependent upon capture of fuel stocks, and this should be kept in mind in following
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the hap-hazard appearing rangins
 of many of the enemy formations).

Contact was not severe until the morning of 18 December. The units of the Division had had the opportunity of refueling, and were established in a rough half perimeter about ST VITH when the main efforts of the enemy were lodged against their positions. Generally speaking, the entire Division was disposed on the perimeter of a large horse-shoe shaped area within a matter of 48 hours after arrival in the sector, and contact was effected an all sides.

During the entire day 18 December, intense pressure was maintained against our positions to the Northeast, East and Southeast of ST VITH and it was during this first day's operation that the enemy succeeded in driving to the Southwest through RECHT, which it had entered in force on the previous night, and capturing PUTTEAU
, a physically insignificant village, but important because it sat astride the main road from VIELSALM to ST VITH. They were driven from the Village, retired to the high ground to the North, and evidently regrouped forces. Enemy in force occupied STAVELOT, and were reported to control GOUVY and CHERAM on the South flank of the Division's positions. Many reports, inspired by the unwholesome confusion of the elements in the rear of the Allied sector, told stories of deep and strong penetrations far to the westward. Many of the reports were true; the Germans were exploiting to the fullest their breakthrough. Their physical gains were not, however, nearly so impressive on the ground as the consternation that they caused. Supply routes and installations, far to the rear, were jepardized
 by these enemy moves, and it was to protect these elements that screening forces were posted along the southern flank of the horseshoe occupied by the Division.

There was little action reported after nightfall, with the
- 5 -

exception of many accounts of movements of vehicles and equipment to the Division's East and North flanks. This typified night action for several days to come. If, during the day, the enemy failed to penetrate established positions, he would spend the hours of darkness in regrouping his forces, in patroling
, and in general preparing for further attempts to be launched during the day to come.

Identifications made of the enemy on the first day of actual fighting were of elements of the 18 Volks Grenadier Division in the ST VITH area, and the 1 SS Pz Div in the vicinity of PUTTEAU. It was believed that the elements of the 1 SS Pz Division were "sliding by" our positions to the North, for it seemed that the preponderance of the armored strength was pushing farther westward, generally even farther West than STAVELDT. This general axis provided the enemy armor with better routes towards what was believed to be the prime objective of the entire assault - LIEGE, with its supply depots, so valuable to the Germans.

It was during this first day of action in the fighting in this sector that evidence was brought to light of the enemy's use of American equipment and uniforms. A road block established in ambush from to the south of LIGNEUVILLE was manned by enemy with American vehicles. Numerous American weapons, particularly machine guns, were used against troops during the day.

The Germans continued their pressure on the North and East fronts of the Division Sector during 19 December. The pressure was not continuous, not was it particularly severe, but at no time was the enemy absent from any of the perimeter. Following the movements heard during darkness, organized forces of infantry supported by both tanks and 
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assault guns made bold attacks on ST VITH on positions to the northwest of ST VITH (NEIDER EMMELS, WALLERODE, and HUNNINGEN areas), all of which were successfully repulsed without loss of ground. RECHT was also a center of activity; there was much small arms firing in that area, and from this direction, reinforcing troops came to the aid of the force that overlooked and dominated the previously fought over village of PUTTEAU. A strong infantry company attempted a river crossing to the North of the Division sector in the TROIS PONTS area, but was repulsed without accomplishing its mission. This presence of troops offered concrete evidence of the fact that troops were half-encircling the positions the Division held to the East of the SALM River. To the South, also, concrete proof of enemy troops was made known. Most of the enemy to the South was, however, of the agent classification - either "walkers" or parachutists. It was, of course, known that farther to the South of the positions, but not immediately affecting the security of the supply lines, there were major enemy formations that had plowed through the erstwhile thin AMERICAN lines and were ranging over the numerous back pathways of the general area to the South of SALM CHATEAU and North of HOUFFALIZE.

Prisoners were more numerous on 19 December than on the previous day; a total of 46 was processed through the Division cage. Identifications confirmed the presence of the 62 Volks Grenadier Division, and brought into light that the 2 Panzer Division was, perhaps, "standing off", awaiting a weak spot to pour its armor through to more vulnerable targets farther to the West.

Artillery, which had been strangely absent on the first day of combat, increased (but not to a substantial scale) on 19 December.
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Most of the support fire for the enemy operations was delivered by self-propelled guns and the cannon of the armor with the infantry forces. There were concentrations of artillery fire laid on HUNNINGEN and NEIDER EMMELS during the day - the fire coming from the immediate East. It was supposed that the artillery, normally horse-drawn with the infantry divisions, had not had time to displace forward far enough to enter into the fight. Certainly the losses of artillery, or other equipments, for that matter, had not been great, for extremely hazy weather, low clouds, and adverse conditions generally had held our air forces on the ground and out of support of the ground troops - not only in the current fighting, but for the numerous days preceding the enemy attack which had effected the major breakthrough.

20 December saw again a repeat on the increased pressure on the same general fronts. More attacks were launched; the enemy was determined, and not so mindful of economy of manpower. For the first time, there was an attack made by armor alone; generally, to date, the fighting had been done by relatively small forces of infantry with support of armor, or, more often, infantry without support other than that of assault guns and organizational weapons. Action flared in the South of the area, with an infantry attack being made from the high ground to the South into GOUVY at midday. The infantry in this instance was supported by mortar and some artillery fire. No penetration of the positions was affected, however, and heavy losses were inflicted on the enemy.

It was from this contact at GOUVY that the appearance of a new division was brought to light, together, by means of captured documents, some of its intentions. The division was the 560 Volks Grenadier
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Division, a good example of the extent of drain that the enemy had placed on his other occupations to provide forces for the drive. The division had come only very recently from Denmark; soldiers of the force were still carrying the coinage of that nation in their pockets. From the documents, it was determined that the division was destined to move to the northwest from GOUVY to the general vicinity MANHAY - DURBUY.

A prisoner at GOUVY also brought another, and, incidently
, expected division into the force in the salient - the 2 SS Panzer Division, one of the combat formations of the touted Sixth SS Pz Army. The identification was not a substantial one, but it was at least an indication of the early appearance of the division. The prisoner, according to his own statements, was of the advance party, sent to reconnoiter for quarters for members of the command. As the prisoner was an engineer, and as this function is normally thought of as in that realm of engineer responsibility, the trend of thought connected thereto was logical.

A prisoner taken in the vicinity of PUTTEAU brought to light still another formation that had made contact with our forces. This one was the GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND Division. It was thought strange at the time that this identification be made on this front. All Order of Battle on the enemy showed that the Division was engaged on the Russian front. The identification was perplexing; further testimony was necessary before the appearance of the division would be accepted on this front.

In addition to the above identifications, re-identification was made of the previously contacted divisions from the 36 prisoners processed during the day
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Further food for thought on the artillery problem was offered with the developments of the day. Artillery fires increased during the day; concentrations of medium calibers were received during the day at several points along the eastern front of the sector.
Movements of vehicles, particularly armored vehicles, was again recorded on the front, generally in the same areas as previously noted. Still the enemy seemed to be regrouping his forces along the perimeter of our positions for assault in strength, indicatively with strong armored support.

Action flared farther to the West, and in a particularly vital sector. SAMREE, supply point of the Division, and situated on one of the available good roads into our "point" was attacked and held by road blocks, again formed of American vehicles and weapons. The enemy entered into a new phase of operations against the Division on 20 December; in addition to all of the pressure that he maintained on the front, he was able to get parties of some strength through our lines, and with these; he laid ambushes which proved extremely lucrative to him. These ambush parties operated in the thickly wooded area to the South of PUTTEAU, and succeeded in ambushing several vehicles, capturing a number of prisoners, both officers and enlisted men, and taking (it was believed) documents of some importance. These ambush parties operated well to the rear of the forward elements, were extremely aggressive, and difficult to counteract. (It was later determined that basically, these parties were formed of the members of GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND.)
The elements of the entire offensive that caused the greatest overall concern up to this time was the force of reserves available
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to the enemy. All of the forces not engaged actively on one front or another were suspected of being in reserve of the troops engaged in this attack. Distances to interior Germany were short; our air had had little recent opportunity to neutralize the communications facilities; stocked-up supplies aided the enemy materially in transporting anything available to the forces here. Everything was in the enemy's favor as far as bringing additional strength to this front. In addition to the optomistic
 enemy outlook, physically speaking, initial successes certainly must have spurred the German strategists' thoughts to further exploitation.

During the night of 20-21 December, there was a heavy build-up of enemy pressure on all sides of ST VITH. Penetrations into our positions had been effected during the earlier hours of the night from the Northeast. German forces had pressed on the town from the East. Shelling by artillery and by tanks and self-propelled assault guns was continuous. Our forces were forced to withdraw in the face of this pressure from the town, giving up positions to the East and Northeast of ST VITH, and within it; to occupy more tenable positions on a general line North-South through RODT. ST VITH was completely occupied by the enemy before dawn on 21 December.

Pressure increased on the entire front on 21 December. There were no less than 11 separate and distinct attacks made on our positions during the day, in addition to constant probing and patrolling, and continued movement of personnel and vehicles behind the fronts. Pressure was not too great until noon; the enemy had utilized this time to regroup his forces to his satisfaction. ST VITH seemed to serve as the base for a great deal of the pressure which was pushed
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westward. RODT received a majority of the attention, possibly because it was astride the main road to the West. Infiltration tactics were widely used in this area. Support of the forces on the ground still remained basically that of the weapons that were as mobile as the infantry - that is, assault guns and tanks. Relatively long range artillery fire was received by our troops in the areas to the Southeast of RODT, however, long before the enemy pressed forward towards points in the area.

Pressure, actually more detrimental and jeopardizing to the positions that the Division occupied than that from the East, began to build up in the South. Tanks were reported along the east-west road out of SALM CHATEAU, or slightly southward of it; and because of this, and the fire that they were laying on the road, traffic had to be diverted from this road, further narrowing the neck of the horseshoe that the Division hold. Pressure at the crossroads of highways N 15 and N 28 had been serious for about 48 hours, but such pressure was built up during this period that the position became virtually untenable. Enemy troops were gathering in strength along the road GOUVY-CHERAM-SAMREE, and made attacks during the period on GOUVY in approximate company strength. All of these attacks were dispersed and repelled, however, and the town remained in our hands at the end of the day's operations.
Farther to the East, and generally Southwest of ST VITH, our troops were forced to abandon KROMBACH. Enemy tanks and infantry, and a heretofore show of artillery, created a serious situation there. THOMMEN also, had to be abandoned.

PUTTEAU scene of heavy fighting since the first of engagement, continued as a focal point on the North flank. Enemy tanks and
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infantry, plus assault-guns kept the town dominated by fire for the greater part of the period, although our defense of the village itself was not penetrated.

Once again the day brought in the appearance of another crack division of the Sixth Panzer Army - the 9 SS Panzer. It was identified through prisoners taken in the vicinity of RODT from the engineer battalion of the division. The mission of the elements identified was confusing in view of later developments. The prisoners stated that their mission had been the taking of RECHT. Later, the division made its appearance on the South flank, another of the divisions "passing by" to the West to expand RUNDSTEDT's dream.

Light was finally thrown on the heretofore mentioned GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND formation that had appeared in the sector. Prisoners and documents taken during the period showed the formation to be a BRIGADE and not a division, and according to statements of the prisoners taken, the unit was formed of those persons who had once been with the Division, which they admitted was still on the Russian front, but had been returned to the Fatherland for medical treatment, for furlough, or for special, privileged duties. It appeared, with all of the evidence to substantiate the thought, that the group was one with extremely high combat efficiency. It was of this group that many had been commissioned to perform the ambush tactics referred to earlier in this report.

The only other identification of any note during the day was of the 928 GHQ Infantry Battalion, the first such unit to be contacted in this operation, and far as the records show, the first formal INFANTRY battalion with a GHQ status.
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Pressure was continued characteristically during the morning hours of 23 December. There was continued heavy pressure in and around PUTTEAU, and pressure iniated
 at GRUFFLINGEN was begun early during the day with tank-infantry forces and continued until contact was broken. The Southern flank was the quietest of the sectors, remaining relatively inactive until our forces began their withdrawal. At that time, the Germans pressed vigorous tank attacks on our columns from BEHO to ROGERY to SALM CHATEAU. There were numerous casualties (tank) inflicted on the enemy in this attack, however, and disengagement was effected without serious consequence. The enemy had occupied SALM CHATEAU before contact was broken, causing our forces to move to the westward to enter new positions. Artillery fire from self-propelled pieces was being placed on many of the installations previously occupied by our troops, too, but the fires came too late to effect the hoped-for damage. The enemy was left poking at a wind bag.

********************

A few general remarks pertaining to the period of contact from 17 December through 23 December are necessary to create a fuller picture than existed through the formal records. The following paragraphs are devoted to the entire operation in general.

The nature of the fighting during the foregoing period was such that it was difficult to determine the exact front line as it existed at any one time. The existing fronts were classed as fluid for the entire period. There were many local stabilized fronts, most of which were centered around the town of ST VITH, and along islands of defense along the North and South flanks of the salient. There were, too, many points of contact to tie at any one time the entire front as a
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continuous line. The hold of the Division against the enemy was, shortly after contact was established, developed in the shape of a horseshoe, with the open end to the West, and it was through this open corridor that the supplies of the Division were kept flowing. Protection of this supply channel was kept from the enemy by the protection of the flanks of it, and by keeping the enemy from penetrating the "heavy front" to the East, or in the immediate ST VITH area.
Communications with adjacent units, of which there were few actually in flank contact, and with higher headquarters were poor. The nature of the fighting precluded any detailed records of the fighting and the material results while the contact was maintained. It was the result of a great deal of compiling of results after contact was broken that the truer picture could be painted. Such things as losses inflicted on the enemy were given little thought during the fight. The length of the line (or semblance thereof) that was held against the enemy made it extremely difficult to keep the entire picture clear during the fighting. For all practical purposes, the Division was by itself, protruding well out into the enemy's territory, and it was for this reason that so many of the enemy's units contacted elements of the Division at one time or another. There were not, at any time, concerted efforts on the part of the enemy to break through the crusts to the counter-salient that the Division held except from the due East. Most of the contacts that the units of the Division ahd
 with enemy forces on the South flank were with those elements of the enemy's forces that were pushing, and pushing fast, towards the West, expanding the salient as much as possible before Allied units could be formed to halt it. Contacts on the North flank
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were serious, but only at the focal point of PUTTEAU. Again, it seemed, all of the efforts were directed at the capture of ST VITH, and not at other objectives within the sector held by the elements of the Division.

It would not be inappropriate to state that Higher Headquarters acknowledged that the hold against the odds at ST VITH interrupted to a certain extent the time table that RUNDSTEDT had established for the expansion of the salient into Allied territory. As a matter of fact, the center of the bulge was contained for the period that the Division remained in contact, and prohibited the enemy from providing himself with a solid front to press into the Allied territory. His forces were divided into two separate salients for the time, minimizing his overall efforts to a great extent. In addition to this fact, the hold of the Division denied the enemy the use of one of the main arterial networks of roads leading directly into the salient.

Following is an after-battle compilation of losses inflicted on the enemy during the engagement at ST VITH: (It must be remembered that many of the people who had a great hand in the fight were unable to render reports on the losses inflicted. This is particularly true in the case of many Tank Destroyer units, necessarily small, for they were formed into small groups and dispersed throughout the entire battle area.)

Tanks Destroyed (all types) - 113
Tanks Damaged   (all types) - 15
Self-propelled Guns Destroyed - 4
Anti-Tank Guns destroyed - 6
Artillery Pieces Destroyed - 2
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Half-Track Vehicles Destroyed - 4

Staff Cars Destroyed - 9

Other Vehicles Destroyed - 46
Personnel Casualties:

Killed  - 2460

Wounded - 1520
Prisoners - 326

(The above figures do not include estimates for results of unobserved fires of Divisional and attached artillery, numerous missions were fired when casualties were inflicted; results of these are not discounted, but are not included in this compilation.)
The total figures of enemy strengths against the Division during foregoing period would be extremely hard to determine. If Table of Organization figures were taken from all of the units with which there was contact, the figure would reach astronomical heights as compared with the strength that the Division was able to muster. They would certainly amount to well over 100,000 men and over 500 tanks of all types. The only concrete evidence that was obtained during the period indicative of the strength of opposing units was in the form of a ration estimate document captured on the 116 Panzer Division, showing a personnel strength of 17,140. Higher Headquarters did not estimate at any time during the period or afterwards that the divisions contacted reached Table of Organization strength, but rather that the average strength of the infantry-type divisions ran to an approximate average of 7,000 prior to committment
 in the German offensive, and the Panzer-type Divisions had estimated strengths of roughly 6-8,000 men and about 100 tanks of all types. The basic resulting thought, considering all factors, is that the opposing odds were
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tremendous.

Major enemy units in physical contact during this period are listed below:

118 Volks Grenadier Division
1 SS Panzer Division

2 SS Panzer Division
62 Volks Grenadier Division
2 Panzer Division

116 Panzer Division

560 Volks Grenadier Division
9 SS Panzer Division
GROSS-DEUTSCHLAND Brigade
401 GHQ Artillery Corps

********************

There was no rest from pressure by the enemy in the new sector assigned the Division. Towards the end of 24 December, decided pressure began making itself known in the vicinity of MANHAY, village of no material importance except that it sat on Highway N 15 which was the main, and primarily the only road leading due north from the north flank of the German salient.

The only action from the enemy in the vicinity of MANHAY that was actually reported on 24 December, however, was indication of tank movement and some light artillery fires.

Christmas Day brought again the same fierce type of warfare that had been previously undergone. The enemy attacked in strength towards MANHAY.

The general line of the attack of the enemy on 25 December was GRANDMENIL and MANHAY, and the attack was launched with an estimated battalion of infantry with the support of some 15-20 tanks. (Although
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the attack was actually alunched
 prior to midnight the real fighting took place shortly thereafter and abated at about 0930 the next morning.) The enemy was able to occupy both of the towns mentioned above. Towards the end of the period, however, contact was broken, and the enemy assumed a seemingly defensive attitude south of the line of contact. The deepest penetration of our positions was made to the immediate North of MANHAY, where they reached the high ground some 2000 yards from the town. There was an evidence of the use of American equipment in the attack made by the enemy on MANHAY; a US tank destroyer entered our columns, which were withdrawing from positions to the South of MANHAY, and exercising the effect of the surprise that it gained, disrupted the movement to a great extent. After contact was broken there seemed to be a remarkable lack of aggressive action on the part of the enemy, due in great part to the continuous artillery fire that was virtually poured into the enemy assembly areas to the South of MANHAY and GRANDMENIL. There was some indication that the enemy was in MANHAY in some strength; there were some tanks and self-propelled guns observed in the town, and there were several movements of infantry into the town from the wooded area to the south.

26 December brought no appreciable change in the situation that existed at the end of the previous day. There was no continuation of the attacks that had been launched. There was, however, an extraordinary amount of movement, both of dismounted personnel and of vehicles to the South of the line previously reported. The woofed area to the South of MANHAY seemed still to be the focal point of all of the movements; it seemed that the enemy was gathering forces to launch an attack in strength. Our artillery fires again kept the enemy forces at bay throughout the period.
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From prisoners that were taken along the general front, it was learned that it was the 2 SS Panzer Division that was opposing us in this operation. Both of the Panzer Grenadier Regiments were identified, as were several of the other units of the division. The appearance of the tanks in MANHAY and the indicated movements to the South and Southeast indicated that the tank regiment of the division was also in the action.

From civilians that came North from the town of MANHAY, it learned that the town was held by an estimated 250-500 infantrymen and a goodly number of tanks. Patrols were unable to enter the town, because of small arms fire. It was known that there were weapons dug in on the high ground South of and overlooking the town. Both automatic weapons and high velocity anti-tank weapons were known to exist in these positions. The road between the towns of TRES-LE-CHIANG - MANHAY - GRANDMENIL was the scene of a continuous movement; it certainly seemed that the enemy was not entirely abandoning the hope of pushing through our positions to resume his march on the initial objective of the entire drive - LIEGE.

On 27 December, our forces recaptured MANHAY, driving to the South or capturing and killing all of the garrison of the village. Throughout the remainder of the period, the enemy stood off to the South of the line previously occupied by him, and showed neither aggressive spirit nor inclination to dig in for defense. There continued to be the continually aforementioned vehicular movement, but nothing serious came of it. The vehicular movement invited our artillery fire, and needless to say, damage inflicted on the enemy during the period steadily mounted. There were an estimated 40 vehicles, including some armor, knocked out during the period.
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28 December was a repeat of the previous day. There was no ground contact during the entire period. A little artillery fire was placed on our position; no damage was resultant. Again, for the entire period, our artillery was occupied in engaging targets in the enemy's territory.

The situation remained unchanged on 29 December. The artillery fires of the enemy increased slightly, and there was a little Nebelwerfer fire recorded. The enemy on the ground was inactive - very inactive; there was less movement reported than during previous days, and there was no patrol activity on the part of the enemy reported. This story repeated itself in 30 December.

The final day of the month brought only the most minor of changes in the enemy's reported activities; a single group of 100 infantrymen was reported, and these were not disposed to make contact with friendly troops. There was a little artillery fire, and still vehicular movement - nothing else.

The year ended with nothing but the sound of friendly guns heard. The 2 SS Panzer Division evidently had suffered too great a percentage of casualty to sally forth in offensive action during the final hours of 1944, and there evidently had been no reinforcing troops brought in, to bolster the great offensive march to the North.
Germany's gamble had come to a halt. Temporary? The developments of the New Year would have to be awaited for the answer.
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S-E-C-R-E-T
LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

JOURNALS AND MESSAGES.


G-1 Journal and Messages.

G-2 Journal and Messages.


G-3 Journal and Messages.

G-4 Journal and Messages.
REPORTS AND ORDERS.

G-2 Periodic Reports.

G-3 Periodic Reports.

Operations Instructions.

General Orders.

THE AFTER ACTION REPORTS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (JOURNALS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, AND OVERLAYS, ETC.,) OF THE FOLLOWING COMPONENT AND ATTACHED UNITS OF THE 7TH ARMORED DIVISION:


Combat Command "A"


Combat Command "B"


Combat Command Reserve

7th Armored Division Artillery

7th Armored Division Trains


7th Armored 0vision Quartermaster

23rd Armored Infantry Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Battalion

17th Tank Battalion


31st Tank Battalion

40th Tank Battalion

434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

489th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

33rd Armored Engineer Battalion


77th Medical Battalion Armored


87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized

129th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion


147th Armored Signal Company.


203rd AAA Auto Weapons Battalion (SP) (Attached)

814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP) (Attached)

S-E-C-R-E-T

ANNEX NO. 5.
ORDERS RECEIVED FROM VIII CORPS

1.
Received at 171615 Dec 44. Telephone message from Corps G-3: "WEEMS and MALMEDY (7904) have been taken. You should take steps to protect anything passing these points." (Read after our column was cut at and south of MALMEDY.)
2.
Received at 180700 Dec 44. Letter of instructions, Hq VIII Corps, 18 Dec 44:



"1. Boundary between 7th Armd Div & 106 Inf Div indicated hereon is effective upon receipt of this order by CG, 7th Armd Div.



"2. 14th Cav Gp atchd 7th Armd Div effective upon receipt of this order."



Middleton


Official:
CG, VIII Corps


         Evans

             G-3


(Overlay showed boundary running north of ST. VITH).
3.
Received at 181700 Dec 44. Letter of Instructions, Hq VIII Corps, 16 Dec 44:



"1. Troops will be withdrawn from present positions only as positions become completely untenable.



"2. In no event will enemy be allowed to penetrate west of line HOLZHEIN (P-875955)-SETZ (P-915875)-LAMMERSWEILER (P-880835)-MASPELT (P-870818)-LIELER (P-840705)-HOCKHOLZ (P-795585)-DELLINGEN (P-765552)-MESSLER (P781494)-BURSLEN (P-825439)-COLMAN (P-820359)-MEISEMBURG (P-885310)-ERNZEN (P-910315)-BEIDWEILER (P-968265)-WECKLER (L-030227)-MERTERT (L-095230) (overlay), which will be held at all costs."



Middleton


Official:
CG, VIII Corps


         Evans (Overlay gave Division boundaries also). Our positions were

             G-3   already in rear of the line to be held at all costs).

4.
Received at 191830 Dec 44. "Until further notice the 365 Gp will support the 7 Armd Div. Initial Contact dog channel then switch to able (720) channel."



Middleton



CG, VIII Corps

5.
Received at 202055 Dec 44. Letter of Instructions, Hq VIII Corps, 19 December 1944: "l. Divisions will stabilize their lines on the front P798945 to ST. VITH (P8588) S along a general line E of Hwy N15, so as to connect with the line now held by the 4th Inf Div at BREITWEILER (P9732). Enemy pockets in rear of that line will be isolated & destroyed where found.



"2. There will be no withdrawal. Units whose front lines are now west of the line to be stabilized will regain lost ground."



Middleton



CG, VIII Corps
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6.
Received at 202055 Dec 44. Letter to all Commanders and Troops of the VIII Corps, 19 Dec 1944: "1. The enemy is making a final and desperate bid for victory, and he is throwing everything he has at us in a reckless manner. His tactics are infiltration and encirclement, but his penetrations have been shallow and with little weight, usually consisting of a few tanks and small bodies of foot troops.



"2. Our position is far from critical. The constant arrival of reinforcements improves our position each day. It is imperative that each officer and each soldier hold his ground and smash up the enemy's attacks by aggressive action.



"3. The enemy is paying a frightful price in his effort, and he becomes weaker each day. If each officer and man will fight with determination, we can make this battle a decisive victory and shorten the war considerably.


"4. This is the Germans' last gasp. Let's take them apart now.

TROY H. MIDDLETON


Major General, U. S. Army,


Commanding.

7.
Received at 202225. "Three six eight (368) Gp will support 7 AD two one (21) Dec. Contact on  channel dog switch able paren seven six nine (769) paren period weather unfavorable at bases today period."

G-3 VIII Corps Air


Time signed 1130

8.
Received at 202330. "You are doing a grand job. Hold your position and we will do the same."

Middleton


VIII Corps


Time signed 191810
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� Transcribed by Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com) from the original in the National Archives Record Group 407, Box 15545, Folder 9. Spellings are left as in the original. Please contact me if you want to confirm any of the transcription, since I have almost certainly made errors somewhere.


� 38 AIB was minus C/38.


� by Verbal Order of the Commanding General


� This was C/38.


� Another reference to C/38.


� From C/38


� Ridgway


� This was probably intended to be B but both it and the prior CC reference are definitely R in the original text.


� Some word spacing problems (e.g. "withthe") have been corrected in this and the following pages.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This word was actually typed as "n6rth".


� The word "say" is as in the original -- probably should have been "sat".


� This word "rangins" is as in the original -- probably intended to be "ranging".


� This word "PUTTEAU" is as in the original. The correct spelling of the town is "POTEAU".


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� It does say 21 December, even though the town was in American hands on the morning of 21 December and not completely occupied by the Germans until the morning of 22 December.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� This spelling is as in the original.


� The text "-- G1 journal file" is hand-written after this.





