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This letter was transcribed from the copy in the Maurice Delaval papers collection (Box 7 Folder 32 Vincent L. Boylan) at the Military History Institute in Carlisle, PA.
After the war, Maj. Donald P. Boyer researched and wrote the official recommendation to the War Department of a Presidential Unit Citation for the 7th Armored Division and attached units, for their role in the defense of St. Vith, Belgium during the Ardennes Offensive (Battle of the Bulge) on 17-23 December 1944. This letter was sent by Lt. Col. Boylan to Gen. Hasbrouck as part of the gathering of personal accounts for the preparation of the recommendation.
The folder that contains this letter also contains the 11 pages of the December 1944 After Action Report of 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. While Lt. Col. Boylan did attach a letter from Gen. Bruce Clarke, that letter was either not in the folder or was not copied. The Delaval collection contains extensive papers from Gen. Clarke (Box 8 Folders 10-14), and the letter may be in those papers.
This document was transcribed by Wesley Johnston (son of Walter Johnston of the 1st Squad of the Anti-Tank Platoon of Company B/38 AIB). The formatting and page breaks have been retained as in the original, but the line breaks within sentences are not necessarily the same as in the original.
If there is any question of accuracy, please contact Wesley Johnston (wwjohnston@aol.com), so that the original can be checked. Please let me know if you think you have found any errors.

HEADQUARTERS
THE COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL

at

FT. LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS


5 April 1946

Maj. Gen. R. W. Hasbrouck

Headquarters Army Ground Forces
Washington, D. C.

Dear General Hasbrouck:

In response to your request, I am submitting a report on the actions of the 87th Cavalry Recon Squadron at St. Vith. I was fortunate enough to get official casualty and award reports from my home in New York in addition to my after action reports for the 87th Cav Rcn Sq.

On the 17th of December, at about 1200, the Squadron C P was established at Recht. B/87 was pushed to the East and C/87 to the North, both on security missions. The Squadron was placed under CCB and Troop, in turn, was placed under direct control of CCB. The Sq (-) was ordered to form a screen from the Schoenberg road up to the Heppenbach road, pushing well out to include Meyerode, Herresbach, and Heuem. Company F was sent to reconnoiter and outpost the town of Model, (selected for the Sq C P) but found the Germans already in possesion. A/87 and B/87 moved East to their assigned positions, but experienced considerable difficulty due to retreating elements that blocked our advance. C/87 was pushed North to counter a tank threat and occupied the high ground North of St Vith generally along the road extending East from Hunningen. A/87, moving east, found the Germans in Wallerode, and then fell back along the general line of C/87. At dawn on the 18th of December, the Germans attacked Troop C (strength of attack about 50 infantrymen which was reinforced later by more infantry and tanks-- of the Mark IV Type, I believe). At 1300, Troop C was reinforced by C/31. However, the high ground at Hunningen had been lost, but a coordinated attack of C/87 and a company of the 814th TD’s regained this ground. In the meantime, D/87 had moved out on a mission to join C C A, but were diverted to a Divisional mission and A/87 had occupied a position north of St Vith, contacting A/38 on the right (East) and C/87 on the left (West) flank. On the 19th of December, I moved the Squadron C P from a position just West of St Vith to a point about 1 Kilometer, SW of Rodt (Sart-les-St Vith).
One platoon of F/87 was sent on a road rcn to Vielsalm and the report was that the only servicable road was through Crombach, as the road from Hinderhausen was only a trail and would break down after a few vehicles had passed (this report was verified by other rcn patrols I had dispatched). During the night, probing attacks by infantry and tanks were driven back by artillery and small arms fire. On the afternoon of the 20th of December, A/17 reverted to Sq control and was placed in position with C/31 on the right and F/87 (reinf) on the left at Rodt. I shall not discuss the actions of A/87 and C/87 as their action has been covered by
Lt Col Erlenbusch. On the Sq sector, generally north of Rodt, where our left flank contacted CCA and our right flank C/31, we received constant limited attacks from Ober Emmels and Neider Emmels, but all were repulsed. On the 21st a large German force of approximately 300 (as determined from questioning Lt Ostrum, who escaped during this period) crossed the read between Poteau and Rodt and came in on the gun positions of the 275 FA Bn at Hinderhausen, about 1 mile to the rear of my C P. Lt Barnhill, with a platoon of Light Tanks, was sent back to clean them out and to protect us from a rear attack. This occurred about dusk. This mission was accomplished by Barnhill, aided by the valorous efforts of the 275th, who were firing their guns at point blank range. However, this contributed to the general uneasiness after 5 days of continual defensive fighting against an aggressive enemy with an overwhelming superiority in numbers. During the night of the 21st, there was considerable enemy armored activity in the Area Ober and Neider Emmels, with several attacks by infantry and tank teams with artillery support, but all were repulsed. During this period of time, elements of the 23rd and 38th were reforming in the Area Crombach, Hinderhausen, and Rodt. Enemy activity was aggressive and successful in placing a road block about 400 yards east of Rodt on the road to St Vith and between my C P and my front line troops (who maintained their positions and at the same time our west flank was seriously threatened, but one platoon, D/31, reinforced by one platoon, C/23, under Capt Stine (F/87) held their ground. We were aware of the enemy penetration into into St Vith during this same period of time.

On the 23rd, further information was received of the presence of German vehicles and men in St Vith and the same time, a dangerous build up of tanks and infantry was observed at my cost and now open flank. Consequently, I gave orders for a relocation of Sq C P at Crombach. This was dictated for 2 reasons, namely; that my road rcn had indicated the inability of my wheel vehicles and 1/2 tracks to withdraw through Hinderhausen to Commanster and secondly, the heavy casualties suffered by my Hq by observed artillery firm. During the process of preparations, the Germans attacked from West to East with dismounted infantry with small arms at a distance not greater than 200 yards. Utilizing a small trail south, and employing every available weapon, we succeeded in disengaging and moving our Hq to Crombach. Orders were received to form a new defensive position about 1 mile South of our present position on a line north and east of Hinderhausen and Crombach. The troops under my command were able to affect this move successfully with 1 platoon of Co F protecting the west flank. A/17 had to fight the way back thru the road block previously mentioned east of Rodt, by moving cross country and attacking in a line using marching fire. A/17, 2 Plats/814, F/87 were deployed around Hinderhausen protecting the west and north approaches, and extending east to contact Lt Col Erlenbusch. An attack by the Germans that night penetrated the position to the seat by utilizing the railroad cut from St Vith. Infantry penetrated to the northern fringes of Crombach and all Hq were moved out except that of the 17th Tk Bn. Sq C P was closed at Maldingen at 0045.
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At daybreak on the 23rd, in accordance with instructions from CCB, the withdrawal commenced through Commanster and Vielsalm. I proceeded to Commanster and then to Hinderhausen to command the withdrawal and covering forces. The covering force fell back on Commanster and organized a new position to protect a delay in moving out elements of the 434th FA and the tail of CCB which was moving very slowly. Unfortunately, the CO of A/17 had lost control of a platoon of tanks and a platoon of TD's, wad they had tied on to the tail of CCB. This materially weakened the fighting strength of the rear guard. Several tanks and one TD had been lost protecting the withdrawal of TF Erlenbusch and Wemple at Hinderhausen.

A rather sharp action occurred at Commanster in which we lost 1 Medium Tank and 2 TD’s in a matter of seconds.

At last instructions were received to fall back on Vielsalm and cross the river. However, at a point 2½ miles east of Vielsalm, I established a delaying position and sent a rcn section back to Commanster under Lt Glorioso to regain contact while I made a personal rcn to Vielsalm where I received your instructions to hold there until relieved. I made a rcn to Salmchateau to the south and found the Germans entering the town where they had just disabled a vehicle with a panzerfaust. Upon return to the forward position, I found everything under control and functioning smoothly under command of M Major Cannon. One platoon of Light Tanks was sent to protect our vulnerable south flank on the road from Vielsalm to Salmchateau. The rcn Section fought a delaying action back to our position and we fired defensively, with our artillery, one concentration of which fell on my Hq causing 4 casualties. At dusk, I withdrew, to the outskirts of Vielsalm, prepared for a "last-ditch" fight with my forces concentrated and under control. Shortly after arrival and while consolidating, orders were received to withdraw. I had already made a personal rcn and found the bridge guarded by an Engineer Lt from the 82nd and a small detail. The withdrawal was effected without event, and I reported the Engineer Officer when the last vehicle crossed and then happily followed my unit to Jovigne.

That, in general, covers the action as I remember it at St Vith. I am loath to recommend any particular unit for outstanding work. All elements that I observed were harrassed night and day by savage attacks, and yet their morale, courage, and tenacity was outstanding. Our casualties were heavy, but are a measure of the intensity of the fighting, and I have listed that in the box below.


Bronze
Silver
Killed in
Missing in
Wounded

Stars
Stars
Action
Action
in Action

Hq & Sv Tr
1
5
1
7
7 

  Troop A
2
2
4
1
14
  Troop B
4
0**
6
71
15

  Troop C
2
3
3
0
11

  Troop D
1
1
5
11
16

  Troop E
4
2
1
10
2

Company F
0
0
1
8
1

  TOTAL
14
13
21
108
66
Of the figures MIA, many were wounded and killed, but the official confirmation could not be gained.

Of the 5 Silver Stars in Hqs Tr and 2 in Tr E, 5 of the total were earned in the fighting at Div Tns (25 miles to the West).
Our service elements never knew from day to day which road was open, and we relied on Cl I & III supplies found in St Vith and in the general vicinity.
(**) I am enclosing a letter from Gen Clarke on the actions of Troop B. From the comments of officers and men in Troop B, I believe that Capt Stewart should have been recommended for a DSC rather than a Bronze Star. However, that is hearsay on my part, although I firmly believe that Stewart accomplished a miracle in organization by personal leadership on the ground East of St Vith, which enabled the command to hold so firmly in the latter days.

This report is the best that I can do under the time element and with the resources available. I hope that this will help in securing recognition for the 7th Armored Division, which it so rightly deserves.


Respectfully,


/s/ Vincent L. Boylan


VINCENT L. BOYLAN


Lt Col, Cav
Incl:
1 Ltr from Gen Clarke

P.S. I do not have enemy casualty figures, but I do know that the Germans paid dearly for each attack.
