BY- LAWS

OF

AMERICAN WORLD WAR II
ASSOCIATION HISTORIANS CONSORTIUM
AS DRAFTED MARCH 26, 2009
ARTICLE I – NAME AND OBJECTS

Section 1. The name of this Organization shall be American World War II Association Historians Consortium. The mnemonic for the Organization shall be AWAHC.
Section 2. American World War II Association Historians Consortium is a not-for-profit consortium (1) to provide a united voice for the historically-knowledgeable governmental preservation of and our prompt access to official United States World War II records to meet the needs of the historians of our various associations and (2) to foster an exchange of information among the members to promote and exchange the methods of and continuation of the collection, analysis, dissemination and preservation  of WWII unit information, including new technology techniques.
Section 3. The Organization in its activities shall be nonpartisan, non-sectional and non-sectarian.

ARTICLE II – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The American World War II Association Historians Consortium shall be composed of the following classes of members:

A. Historians of World War II Associations. The officially designated historian (one per association) of any United States World War II-specific military unit or battle veterans’ or veterans’ descendants’ association shall be eligible for membership in the Organization. If the association does not have an officially designated historian, then they may designate a historically-astute representative to be a member. E-mail is required for membership; if the association historian does not have e-mail, then another member of the association who does have e-mail may be designated as the member. Officially designated historians of other World War II specific associations shall be eligible for membership by specific inclusion of the association in these by-laws by a majority of those members voting. In general, such associations should be either of veterans of specific actions or of family members of veterans. The current list of such associations is as follows: American World War II Orphans Network, Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, Pearl Harbor Survivors Association. Divisional historians shall have five votes each; all other members will have one vote each.
B. Associate Members. Non-voting associate membership is open to the officially designated historian of any veteran association that includes World War II veterans as part of a larger group of members.
Section 2. Dues. As a consortium, participation is made on a voluntary basis, and there are no dues. If the activities of the consortium eventually do require significant expenditures that go beyond the ability of the Organization to rely on the various associations for funding their individual members, this may be changed by a majority vote of the members.
ARTICLE III – OFFICERS
Section 1. President. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Organization and shall represent the Organization in public matters. Meetings shall be construed to include those meetings in which members come together electronically or in person.
Section 2. Web Master. The Web Master will create and maintain the web pages of the Organization and shall establish a forum for communication among members. The web page may be done on the Web Master's association's web pages. The Web Master may also serve as President.
Section 3. All officers shall serve without compensation from the Organization.

Section 4. Only full voting members of the Organization are eligible to be officers. The term of office shall be one year, ending on June 30 of each year, beginning with June 30, 2010.
ARTICLE IV – COMMITTEES

Section 1. The President shall appoint the Chairman of any needed committees and is empowered to discharge the Chairman of any committee. The Chairman of each committee shall appoint the members of his/her committee and is empowered to discharge the members of his/her committee.

Section 2. All committees shall be subject to the direction of the President and shall perform only such duties as he/she shall assign to them. No committee shall commit or bind the Organization or the credit of the Organization in any manner, or expend monies on behalf of the Organization, or collect monies.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1. There shall be a regular annual electronic meeting of the members of the Organization in June of each year for the purpose of establishing the officers of the Organization or amending the by-laws. Since there will be a forum for electronic communication throughout the year, the annual electronic meeting may be simply the submitting of votes via e-mail or other electronic means over a period not less than one week and not to exceed two weeks, to be completed by June 23 or sooner.
Section 2. If other issues arise during the year, the President may call an electronic vote to be taken on such issues as they arise. The President may call a special meeting by notifying all of the members at least two weeks prior to the meeting. No Organization-wide in-person meetings are expected to ever occur, since this consortium is expected to operate via electronic communications without a budget.
Section 2. Quorum. One-third (1/3) of the entire voting membership shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any properly called meeting of the members of the Organization.

Section 3. Voting. A majority of the votes present shall be necessary for the adoption of any proposition, or for the election of any officer.

Section 4. Debate. Debate on any proposition may be limited by a majority vote of the members.

ARTICLE VI – MISCELLANEOUS

Section 1. Other than the President, no person, firm, association, corporation or other entity, including members, officers, directors and committees of this Organization, shall at any time or place, promote, conduct, advertise or carry on any activity, promotion, trip, travel arrangement, business, endorsement or other venture of any type in the name of this Organization, or implying the participation, sponsorship or approval and consent of the Organization.

ARTICLE VII – AMENDMENTS

These By-Laws may be amended at an annual meeting of the members or in an electronic vote meeting called by the President. A proposed amendment to the By-Laws submitted by five (5) voting members of the Organization must be submitted to the membership at the annual meeting, if not sooner. The Affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members voting at such meeting shall be required for the adoption of an amendment to the By-Laws.

